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Ohio State Football Record History: A Legacy of Excellence on the Gridiron

ohio state football record history is a tale woven with tradition, triumph, and tenacity. Few
programs in college football boast a record as storied and impressive as the Ohio State Buckeyes.
From their early beginnings in the late 19th century to their present-day dominance in the Big Ten
Conference, Ohio State football has consistently been a powerhouse that commands respect
nationwide. For fans, sports historians, and casual observers alike, understanding the Buckeyes'
record history offers a glimpse into what makes this team a perennial contender and a symbol of
football excellence.

A Glimpse into Ohio State Football's Early Years

The Ohio State Buckeyes first took to the field in 1890, marking the beginning of what would
become one of college football’s most successful programs. In those formative years, the team laid
down the foundation for future success, often facing regional rivals and establishing a competitive
spirit that still thrives today.

While their initial seasons were modest in terms of wins and losses, the Buckeyes quickly developed
a reputation for resilience and determination. These early decades were crucial in setting the tone
for the program’s future, as Ohio State began to build rivalries and traditions that remain central to
their identity.

Key Milestones in the Early 20th Century

- **First Big Ten Championship:** Ohio State claimed its first conference championship in 1916
under head coach John Wilce, signaling the program’s arrival as a serious contender.
- **The Rise of Legendary Coaches:** Coaches like Francis Schmidt in the 1930s introduced
innovative offensive strategies that helped increase the team’s competitiveness.
- **The Establishment of The Game Rivalry:** By this time, the fierce rivalry with the University of
Michigan, known simply as “The Game,” had begun to capture the attention of fans and media alike.

Ohio State Football Record History Through the Mid-
Century

The mid-20th century proved to be a golden era for Ohio State football, characterized by national
championships, a solid winning culture, and the emergence of iconic figures. This period helped
cement the Buckeyes’ place in college football lore.



The Woody Hayes Era: Defining Ohio State Football

Few names resonate as deeply in Ohio State football record history as Woody Hayes. Taking over as
head coach in 1951, Hayes transformed the Buckeyes into a national powerhouse. His tenure, which
lasted until 1978, was marked by unparalleled success and a no-nonsense coaching style that
emphasized physicality and discipline.

- **National Championships:** Under Hayes, Ohio State won five national titles (1954, 1957, 1961,
1968, and 1970).
- **Big Ten Dominance:** The Buckeyes secured 13 Big Ten championships during his time.
- **Heisman Trophy Winners:** Hayes coached three Heisman winners, including Archie Griffin, the
only two-time recipient in college football history.

Hayes’ impact goes beyond just wins and losses; his leadership helped shape the culture of Ohio
State football, fostering a legacy of toughness and strategic excellence that future coaches would
build upon.

Modern Era Success: Maintaining a Winning Tradition

The story of Ohio State football record history doesn’t stop with Woody Hayes. In fact, the program
has continued to thrive in the modern era, adapting to changes in college football while maintaining
its standard of excellence.

Jim Tressel and the Resurgence of National Glory

When Jim Tressel took the helm in 2001, Ohio State football was eager for renewed national
prominence. Tressel’s tenure brought a resurgence that included:

- **2002 National Championship:** A thrilling win over the Miami Hurricanes in the Fiesta Bowl
secured Ohio State’s first national title since 1970.
- **Consistent Big Ten Success:** Tressel’s teams regularly competed for and won conference
championships, keeping Ohio State at the forefront of college football.
- **Strong Defensive Identity:** Tressel was known for emphasizing a stout defense and conservative
offense, a formula that brought sustained success.

Urban Meyer and the Evolution of the Buckeyes

Following Tressel, Urban Meyer’s arrival in 2012 marked another chapter of transformation. Meyer
introduced a faster-paced offense and an aggressive style of play that propelled Ohio State to new
heights.

- **2014 National Championship:** Meyer led the Buckeyes to a dramatic victory over Oregon in the
inaugural College Football Playoff National Championship.
- **Record-Breaking Seasons:** Under Meyer, Ohio State posted multiple seasons with 12 or more



wins, showcasing a dynamic offense led by stars like quarterback J.T. Barrett.
- **Big Ten Championships:** The Buckeyes continued their tradition of conference dominance with
several titles.

Meyer’s influence modernized the program’s approach, blending tradition with innovation to keep
Ohio State competitive on the national stage.

Ohio State Football Record History: Notable
Achievements and Records

When diving into the Buckeyes' extensive record history, several standout achievements highlight
the program’s consistency and excellence.

All-Time Wins: Ohio State ranks among the top in NCAA history for all-time wins, a
testament to their sustained success.

Winning Percentage: The Buckeyes maintain one of the highest winning percentages in
college football, reflecting their competitive consistency.

Heisman Trophy Winners: Ohio State has produced multiple Heisman winners, including
Eddie George, Troy Smith, and Archie Griffin.

Big Ten Championships: With over 35 conference titles, Ohio State is the most decorated
team in Big Ten history.

College Football Playoff Appearances: Since the playoff system began, the Buckeyes have
been regular contenders, including multiple semifinal appearances.

These milestones contribute to Ohio State football record history’s reputation as a benchmark for
success in college sports.

Rivalries and Their Impact on the Record

No discussion of Ohio State football record history would be complete without mentioning their
rivalries, especially against Michigan, Penn State, and Michigan State. These high-stakes games
have often defined seasons and impacted conference standings.

- **The Michigan Rivalry:** Known simply as “The Game,” this rivalry is one of the most intense in
sports. Ohio State’s record in these matchups often reflects the trajectory of their seasons.
- **Penn State and Michigan State:** Both have become significant rivals, with games often
determining Big Ten championship implications.
- **Bowl Game Records:** Ohio State’s appearances and performances in major bowl games,
including the Rose Bowl and Fiesta Bowl, have further solidified their legacy.



What Drives Ohio State Football’s Record History
Forward?

Beyond statistics and championships, the secret to Ohio State’s enduring football success lies in
several key factors:

- **Strong Recruiting:** Consistently attracting top high school talent has kept the Buckeyes
competitive year after year.
- **Coaching Stability and Innovation:** From Woody Hayes to Urban Meyer and beyond, Ohio State
has balanced tradition with adaptability.
- **Fan Support and Facilities:** The passionate fan base, combined with state-of-the-art facilities
like Ohio Stadium, provides an unparalleled home-field advantage.
- **Academic and Athletic Balance:** The program emphasizes developing student-athletes who
succeed both on the field and in life.

This holistic approach ensures that Ohio State football remains a benchmark not only for wins but
for excellence in collegiate athletics.

Exploring Ohio State football record history reveals a program that has evolved with the times while
maintaining a relentless pursuit of victory. Whether you're a longtime fan or new to college football,
the Buckeyes' story is one of passion, perseverance, and pride that continues to captivate audiences
every fall.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the all-time win-loss record of Ohio State football?
As of the end of the 2023 season, Ohio State football has an all-time record of approximately 938
wins, 326 losses, and 53 ties.

How many national championships has Ohio State football
won?
Ohio State football has won 8 recognized national championships, with titles in years such as 1942,
1954, 1957, 1961, 1968, 1970, 2002, and 2014.

Who holds the record for most wins as a head coach at Ohio
State?
Woody Hayes holds the record for most wins as head coach at Ohio State, with 238 victories from
1951 to 1978.

What is Ohio State's record in the Big Ten Conference?
Ohio State is the winningest program in Big Ten history, with over 350 conference wins and more



than 40 Big Ten championships.

How many Heisman Trophy winners have come from Ohio
State football?
Ohio State has produced seven Heisman Trophy winners, including Archie Griffin, the only two-time
winner, and more recent winners like Ezekiel Elliott and Troy Smith.

What is Ohio State football's record in bowl games?
Ohio State has appeared in over 50 bowl games and holds a winning record, with around 27 wins
and 23 losses as of 2023.

Which Ohio State football season holds the best win-loss
record?
The 1968 Ohio State football team finished undefeated with a 10-0 record and won the national
championship under coach Woody Hayes.

How has Ohio State football performed against its rival
Michigan historically?
Ohio State holds a competitive record against Michigan, with a slight edge in wins, leading the all-
time series by a margin of approximately 52-46-6 as of 2023.

Additional Resources
Ohio State Football Record History: A Legacy of Excellence on the Gridiron

ohio state football record history reflects one of the most storied and successful programs in the
landscape of college football. From its inception in the late 19th century to its present-day status as
a perennial powerhouse, Ohio State University’s football team has carved an indelible mark through
consistent winning seasons, landmark victories, and a legacy of producing elite talent. This article
delves into the comprehensive historical record of Ohio State football, analyzing key milestones,
statistical achievements, and the factors that have shaped the program’s enduring reputation.

Tracing the Origins and Early Years

Ohio State football began in 1890, a period when college football was still in its developmental
stages. The team experienced modest success in its formative years, gradually building a foundation
that would later support national prominence. Early records show fluctuating performances, with
seasons marked by both heavy defeats and breakthrough wins that signaled the potential for future
growth.

By the 1920s and 1930s, Ohio State started to establish itself within the Big Ten Conference, a



competitive collegiate league that demanded consistent excellence. This era, under coaches like
John Wilce, saw Ohio State winning its first conference championships and beginning to craft its
identity as a disciplined and formidable team. The Ohio State football record history from this period
is characterized by incremental progress, setting the stage for the breakthroughs that followed mid-
century.

Golden Eras and Championship Success

The Woody Hayes Era (1951-1978)

One cannot discuss Ohio State football record history without highlighting the transformative impact
of Woody Hayes, whose coaching tenure remains one of the most defining chapters in program
history. Hayes led the Buckeyes to five national championships (1954, 1957, 1961, 1968, 1970) and
13 Big Ten titles, cementing Ohio State as a national powerhouse.

Under Hayes, Ohio State developed a reputation for a rugged, physical style of play known as “three
yards and a cloud of dust,” emphasizing strong running games and stout defense. His teams
compiled an overall record of 205–61–10, reflecting remarkable consistency. The 1968 team, in
particular, is frequently cited as one of the best in college football history, finishing undefeated and
securing the national title.

Modern Era and Continued Dominance

Following Hayes, Ohio State experienced various coaching eras, but the program’s winning culture
remained intact. The arrival of Jim Tressel in 2001 revitalized the Buckeyes, leading to a national
championship in 2002 and multiple Big Ten titles. Tressel’s teams were known for their strategic
play-calling and strong defense, maintaining Ohio State’s competitive edge.

In recent years, under coach Urban Meyer and now Ryan Day, Ohio State football record history
continues to reflect excellence. The program consistently ranks among the top in the nation for wins,
bowl appearances, and player development. Ohio State's recent seasons have featured numerous
conference championships and College Football Playoff appearances, further solidifying its status as
an elite program.

Statistical Highlights and Record-Breaking
Performances

Ohio State’s cumulative football record ranks among the best in NCAA Division I history, with an all-
time winning percentage exceeding .730. This places Ohio State in the upper echelon of college
programs by number of wins and winning consistency. The Buckeyes have accumulated over 900
victories, making them one of the winningest programs in college football.



Key statistical highlights include:

Over 40 Big Ten Conference championships, the most in the league’s history.

Eight national championships recognized by various selectors.

More than 50 bowl appearances, with a winning record in postseason contests.

Numerous individual records, including Heisman Trophy winners such as Archie Griffin—the
only two-time recipient in college football history.

The program’s ability to produce NFL-caliber talent also contributes to its legacy. Ohio State
consistently ranks at or near the top in terms of NFL draft picks, underscoring the high level of
coaching and player development.

Comparisons with Peer Programs

When compared with other historic college football programs such as Alabama, Michigan, and Notre
Dame, Ohio State’s football record history showcases a blend of longevity, consistency, and recent
competitive success. While Michigan holds the record for most all-time wins, Ohio State has often
dominated in head-to-head rivalry games—most notably the annual “The Game” against Michigan,
where wins are fiercely contested and carry significant program prestige.

Ohio State’s ability to maintain national relevance through coaching transitions and evolving college
football landscapes highlights its institutional stability and commitment to excellence.

Challenges and Periods of Struggle

Despite its overall success, Ohio State football record history also includes periods of adversity. The
program has faced NCAA sanctions, coaching controversies, and seasons where performance dipped
below expectations. For example, the late 1970s and early 1980s saw some uneven results following
Hayes’ departure, and more recently, the program has had to navigate the complexities of modern
college athletics, including recruiting battles and compliance issues.

However, these challenges have often been catalysts for change and renewal, with Ohio State
demonstrating resilience and an ability to rebound quickly.

Impact of Coaching and Leadership

A critical aspect of Ohio State’s football record history is the influence of its head coaches. From
Woody Hayes to Jim Tressel, Urban Meyer, and Ryan Day, leadership styles have varied, but all have
emphasized discipline, teamwork, and a commitment to winning.



Coaching transitions have at times introduced new offensive or defensive philosophies that impacted
win-loss records, but the program’s core identity has remained intact. The ability of Ohio State to
attract top coaching talent and maintain internal continuity plays a major role in sustaining its
competitive position.

Ohio State Football in the Context of College Football
Evolution

Ohio State’s football record history cannot be fully appreciated without considering the broader
evolution of college football. Changes in rules, scholarship limits, playoff structures, and media
exposure have all influenced how programs compete and build legacies.

Ohio State has adeptly adapted to these changes, leveraging its large fanbase, robust facilities, and
recruiting reach to stay ahead of trends. The introduction of the College Football Playoff, for
instance, has offered Ohio State new opportunities to prove itself on the national stage beyond
traditional polls and bowl games.

Fanbase and Cultural Significance

The passion and size of Ohio State’s fanbase contribute to the program’s sustained success. Ohio
Stadium, often referred to as “The Horseshoe,” regularly hosts over 100,000 spectators, creating
one of the most intimidating home-field environments in college football.

This strong local and national support fuels recruiting, fundraising, and media attention—factors
that directly impact team performance and facilities upgrades. The cultural significance of Ohio
State football in Columbus and beyond is intertwined with the program’s record history, reflecting a
symbiotic relationship between team success and community engagement.

---

Ohio State football record history is a testament to sustained excellence, adaptability, and a deeply
ingrained winning culture. While the numbers tell a story of victories and championships, the
broader narrative encompasses leadership, resilience, and a commitment to maintaining one of
college football’s most revered traditions. As the Buckeyes continue to compete at the highest level,
their record history remains a benchmark for aspiring programs nationwide.

Ohio State Football Record History

  ohio state football record history: Greatest Moments in Ohio State Football History Archie
Griffin, 2006-09-01 Winning the 2003 national championship in dramatic fashion with a 31-24 upset
of top-ranked Miami in what many called the greatest college football game of all time undoubtedly
ranks as one of the most memorable moments in OSU football history. That moment, along with the
Buckeyes' national championships of 1942, 1954, 1957, 1961, and 1968, is captured in this

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-145/ohio-state-football-record-history.pdf


comprehensive collection of Ohio State's glorious triumphs on the gridiron. Beginning with a win
over Northwestern that capped a perfect 1916 season, the book chronicles dozens of the biggest
games in Buckeye history as well as highlighting some of the brightest stars to don the scarlet and
gray. Included are OSU's Heisman Trophy winners Les Horvath, Vic Janowicz, Hopalong Cassady,
Archie Griffin, and Eddie George, as well as legendary linemen such as Lou Groza, Jim Houston, Jim
Arker, Jim Stillwagon, John Hicks, Jim Lachey and Orlando Pace. Selected games include high-profile
non-conference showdowns and the biggest of the Big Ten matchups as well as Rose Bowls, Gator
Bowls, and Cotton Bowls, culminating with the incredible 2003 Fiesta Bowl. Whoever pronounced
that OSU's victory that January night was the program's brightest moment to date might be
surprised to find so many more special highlights brought to life in this book, a must for every
Buckeyes fan.
  ohio state football record history: The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia Jack
Park, 2003-06 The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia is the definitive description of one of the
most treasured and legendary traditions in American athletics. Chic Harley, Wes Fesler, Vic
Janowicz, Jack Tatum, Rex Kern, Randy Gradishar, Archie Griffin, Woody Hayes, Earle Bruce, Chris
Spielman, Eddie George, Craig Krenzel, Mike Doss, Jim Houston, Maurice Clarett and many more
symbolize the spirit, dedication and excellence of this proud heritage. Radio commentator Jack Park
has captured the essence of this unique custom, including inside descriptions of unsung players and
colorful individuals who have played fascinating roles in the creation of this legendary tradition.
Relive Ohio State's 2002 Championship Season and the double overtime Fiesta Bowl triumph over
top-ranked Miami. Discover how coaches Paul Brown and Woody Hayes were selected to direct the
Buckeye football program. Relive the '35 thriller against Notre Dame, the incredible Snow Bowl, the
improbable Fifth Quarter game, the Woody-and-Bo 10-year War, and the Buckeyes' exceptional win
over Purdue in 1968. Flash back with Bill Willis and Jim Parker, members of the College and
Professional Football Halls of Fame.
  ohio state football record history: The History of Minnesota Football University of
Minnesota. General Alumni Association, 1928
  ohio state football record history: The Die-Hard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football Mark Rea,
2009-09-08 Do You Bleed Scarlet and Gray? Then The Die-Hard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football by
Mark Rea is the book you've been waiting for; it's the guidebook to and through one of the greatest
college football programs in history. The Diehard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football takes you back to
the humble beginnings of football at The Ohio State University and works its way Across the Field
through nearly 120 years of Buckeye football legends, including complete coverage of the national
championship seasons and Heisman Trophy winners. Along the way, Rea also reveals: the rich
history of Ohio Stadium along with recounts of the Horseshoe's greatest games; the person to whom
Woody Hayes referred to as his greatest booster; exclusive accounts of some of the biggest games in
college football's biggest rivalry between Ohio State and Michigan; and much more! Finally, in a
tribute to The Best Damn Fans In The Land, several diehards have penned their favorite memories.
They share seminal moments that will alternately bring a smile to your face and a tear to your eye.
Written for Die-Hard Ohio State fans, this book pays homage to the players, teams, coaches,
traditions and fans that comprise the Buckeye Nation.
  ohio state football record history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1976
  ohio state football record history: Football at Ball State University, 1924-2001 E. Bruce
Geelhoed, 2001 Intercollegiate football was played in Muncie, Indiana for the first time in 1924,
when the Hoosieroons of Ball Teachers College played their first game against the Indiana State
Normal School and their first home game against Central Normal College. The Hoosieroons became
the Cardinals of Ball Teachers College in 1927, and then Ball State Teachers College in 1929, and
finally Ball State University in 1965. Over the course of the next 75 years, Ball State's football
program grew from essentially a small college enterprise to its present status as a respected
member of the Mid-American Conference (MAC) and a participant in NCAA Division I football. The
echoes of cheering fans can be heard, even in an empty stadium. Using over 200 vintage photos, E.



Bruce Geelhoed explores how football grew and developed at Ball State University. Spanning from
1924, when Ball Teachers College was a branch campus of the Indiana State Normal School, to the
present day when Ball State is a comprehensive regional university, this book tells the stories of the
players, coaches, and traditions that characterize this American pastime in Indiana.
  ohio state football record history: The Michigan Alumnus , 1968 In volumes1-8: the final
number consists of the Commencement annual.
  ohio state football record history: Pigskin Warriors Steven Travers, 2009-10-16 This is the
story of a sport's role in society, from the leather helmet era, through the dawn of television and its
tremendous impact on the college game, and up to the present era of collegiate football as big
business--All outlined against a blue, gray October sky of American history. In this comprehensive
history, Steven Travers breaks down the story of college football into two eras--the period prior to
World War I, when the nascent sport was so dangerous that President Theodore Roosevelt
proposedlegislation to make the sport safer, and the modern era, when the popularity of football.
  ohio state football record history: The Greatest Moments of Florida Gators Football
Gainesville Sun, 1998 From the school's inaugural season in 1906 through its national championship
campaign of 1996, all of the most exciting stories are captured for the very first time in a single
book. Included are tales about such great players as 1966 Heisman Trophy winner and current head
coach Steve Spurrier and 1996 Heisman quarterback Danny Wuerffel. Fans can read about Florida's
early successes in the 1920s, its first bowl team in 1952, the teams of Doug Dickey in the '70s and
Galen Hall in the '80s, and, of course, Spurrier's amazing teams of the '90s, including the '96
national champs.
  ohio state football record history: Annual Report of the President of the Ohio State
University to the Board of Trustees, the Governor and the Citizens of Ohio for the Year
Ending June 30 ... Ohio State University, Ohio State University. Board of Trustees, 1917 First
report, 1870/1872, contains also a full transcript of the Journal of proceedings of the board.
  ohio state football record history: Caduceus Kappa Sigma Fraternity, 1923
  ohio state football record history: Information Please Almanac , 1993
  ohio state football record history: Ring the Bell Ryan J. Murphy, 2012-06-26 With each win,
the victory bell rings for Penn State football. Ring The Bell captures the 22 greatest victories of the
past four decades--remembering the greatest players, reliving the greatest plays, recalling the
greatest opponents. The stories you've heard told and the stories you've shared with others all can
be found in this one thrilling volume of Penn State history.
  ohio state football record history: The Ohio State University Monthly Ohio State
University. Alumni Association, 1916
  ohio state football record history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American
Players of American Football Wikipedia contributors,
  ohio state football record history: Kairos Matt Frantz, 2008-11
  ohio state football record history: 100 Things Buckeyes Fans Should Know & Do Before
They Die Andrew Buchanan, 2014-09-01 With traditions, records, and Buckeye lore, this lively,
detailed book explores the personalities, events, and facts every Ohio State fan should know. It
contains crucial information such as important dates, player nicknames, memorable moments, and
outstanding achievements by singular players. This guide to all things Buckeyes covers the team's
seven National Championships and six Heisman Trophy winners. Now updated through the 2013
season, new chapters include the hiring of Urban Meyer, the emergence of Braxton Miller, and the
2012 and 2013 undefeated seasons.
  ohio state football record history: One Game Season , 1979
  ohio state football record history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2008-2009
Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this work is the
definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the past 50
years.
  ohio state football record history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2009-2010



Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football ever
published.
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