
lynda la plante trial and retribution

Trial and Retribution: Exploring Lynda La Plante’s Gripping Crime Drama

lynda la plante trial and retribution is a name synonymous with gritty, compelling crime storytelling that
has captivated audiences for decades. This British television series, penned by the celebrated writer Lynda
La Plante, stands out as a landmark in the genre of crime drama. Known for its intricate plots, deep
character development, and realistic portrayal of the criminal justice system, Trial and Retribution has
carved a special place in the hearts of crime drama aficionados and casual viewers alike.

If you’re a fan of crime dramas that combine suspense, moral complexity, and authentic courtroom battles,
understanding what makes Lynda La Plante’s Trial and Retribution so unique can deepen your
appreciation of the show. Let’s delve into the series’ origins, themes, and what sets it apart from other
crime dramas on television.

The Genesis of Trial and Retribution

Trial and Retribution first aired in 1997 on ITV, a major British television network. Created and written by
Lynda La Plante, who was already well-known for her work on The Bill and Prime Suspect, the series
marked a new chapter in British crime television. The show’s format was innovative for its time, blending
the procedural elements of police work with the intense courtroom drama that follows.

Unlike many crime shows that focus solely on the investigation, Trial and Retribution emphasized the
entire justice process—from the initial crime scene to the trial itself and the moral dilemmas faced by
everyone involved. This approach gave viewers a comprehensive look at the complexities of law
enforcement and legal proceedings.

Lynda La Plante: The Mind Behind the Drama

Lynda La Plante’s reputation as a writer who brings authenticity and depth to crime stories is well-earned.
A former actress turned screenwriter, her background in the entertainment industry and her meticulous
research into police and legal systems have allowed her to craft narratives that feel both gripping and
believable.

Trial and Retribution showcases La Plante’s signature style: strong, multidimensional characters,
particularly women in positions of authority, and storylines that explore the darker side of human nature
without resorting to clichés. This focus on realism helped the series stand out during the late 1990s and
early 2000s, a period when many crime dramas leaned towards sensationalism.



Plot and Structure: What Makes Trial and Retribution Stand Out

One of the most distinctive features of Trial and Retribution is its two-part episode structure. Each story arc
unfolds over two episodes: the first focuses on the police investigation, while the second delves into the
courtroom trial. This bifurcated format allows for a detailed exploration of both the procedural and legal
challenges faced by the characters.

The series follows Detective Superintendent Michael Kernan and Detective Inspector Kate Barker as they
navigate complex cases involving murder, corruption, and other serious crimes. Their investigations often
reveal uncomfortable truths about society and human psychology, while the courtroom scenes highlight
the tension between justice and legal technicalities.

Realism and Authenticity in Storytelling

Trial and Retribution is praised for its unflinching portrayal of the criminal justice system. Unlike many
crime dramas that glamorize police work or simplify legal proceedings, this series doesn’t shy away from
showing the grueling, sometimes frustrating reality of the justice process. The show’s attention to detail in
courtroom scenes—the cross-examinations, the legal strategies, and the emotional toll on everyone
involved—adds a layer of credibility that many fans appreciate.

Moreover, the moral ambiguity present in many storylines invites viewers to question the nature of
justice itself. The characters often face ethical dilemmas where the right choice isn’t clear-cut, reflecting
real-world complexities rather than black-and-white narratives.

Impact and Legacy of Lynda La Plante’s Trial and Retribution

Trial and Retribution holds a significant place in the landscape of British crime dramas, influencing many
shows that followed. Its success proved that audiences were eager for crime stories that combined
procedural accuracy with strong character-driven narratives.

The series ran for over a decade, producing multiple seasons that kept viewers engaged with fresh cases
and evolving character arcs. It also helped solidify Lynda La Plante’s status as one of the UK’s premier
crime writers, inspiring a new generation of screenwriters and producers.

Why Trial and Retribution Remains Relevant

Even years after its original airing, Trial and Retribution continues to find new audiences through reruns



and streaming platforms. This enduring popularity is due in large part to the timeless themes the series
explores: justice, morality, human fallibility, and the pursuit of truth.

For viewers interested in legal dramas with a thoughtful edge, or police procedurals that avoid simplistic
storytelling, Trial and Retribution remains a compelling watch. Its layered narratives and strong
performances offer a rich viewing experience that stands the test of time.

Exploring the Characters: Depth Beyond the Crime

One of the reasons Trial and Retribution resonates so well is its well-developed characters. Detective
Superintendent Michael Kernan, portrayed with gravitas and nuance, is not just a crime solver but a man
grappling with personal and professional challenges. His counterpart, Detective Inspector Kate Barker,
brings a fierce intelligence and determination that challenge traditional gender roles in crime dramas.

The supporting cast adds further depth, with lawyers, witnesses, and even the criminals themselves
portrayed as complex individuals rather than mere plot devices. This focus on character development
enriches the storytelling and engages viewers on an emotional level.

Character Development and Moral Complexity

The evolving relationships between characters, particularly between Kernan and Barker, provide a
humanizing element that balances the procedural aspects of the show. Their interactions reveal
vulnerabilities, ethical conflicts, and moments of camaraderie, making them relatable and compelling
protagonists.

Additionally, the series doesn’t shy away from illustrating the imperfections of the justice system through
its characters. From flawed detectives to morally ambiguous lawyers, the show presents a realistic tapestry
of the challenges inherent in seeking justice.

Where to Watch and How to Appreciate Trial and Retribution

For those interested in diving into the world of Trial and Retribution, the series is accessible through
various streaming services and DVD collections. Watching the episodes in order is recommended to follow
the character arcs and appreciate the development of the overarching themes.

When viewing, pay close attention to the dialogue and courtroom strategies. La Plante’s writing shines in
these moments, offering insights into the legal mindsets and investigative techniques that underpin the
drama. For aspiring writers or crime drama enthusiasts, studying the show can provide valuable lessons in



pacing, tension-building, and character-driven storytelling.

Tips for New Viewers

Start from the beginning to understand the main characters and the series’ unique format.

Note the attention to procedural detail—this is not just entertainment but an examination of justice in
action.

Engage with the moral questions posed by the show; discuss with fellow viewers or online
communities to deepen your understanding.

Appreciate the performances, especially the chemistry between the lead detectives, which adds
emotional weight to the stories.

Lynda La Plante’s Trial and Retribution remains a shining example of British crime drama done
right—thought-provoking, well-crafted, and deeply human. For anyone looking to explore the
complexities of crime and justice through the lens of compelling storytelling, this series offers a rewarding
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Trial & Retribution' by Lynda La Plante about?
'Trial & Retribution' is a British television crime drama series created by Lynda La Plante that follows a
group of detectives as they solve complex criminal cases, focusing on both the investigation and court trial
phases.

How many seasons of 'Trial & Retribution' were produced?
'Trial & Retribution' ran for 10 seasons from 1997 to 2009, with each season typically consisting of two-part
episodes.

Who are the main characters in 'Trial & Retribution'?
The main characters in 'Trial & Retribution' include Detective Superintendent Stephen Tompkinson as
Detective Superintendent Michael 'Mike' Walker and other key members of the police investigative team.



Is 'Trial & Retribution' based on real cases or entirely fictional?
'Trial & Retribution' is a fictional crime drama created by Lynda La Plante, though it is inspired by real-life
police procedures and court trials to create a realistic portrayal of the criminal justice system.

Where can I watch 'Trial & Retribution' by Lynda La Plante?
'Trial & Retribution' is available on various streaming platforms depending on your region, including ITV
Hub in the UK and sometimes on DVD or other streaming services that carry British crime dramas.

What makes Lynda La Plante's 'Trial & Retribution' unique compared to
other crime dramas?
'Trial & Retribution' is unique for its detailed depiction of both the police investigation and the subsequent
trial process, providing a comprehensive view of the criminal justice system, combined with Lynda La
Plante's strong writing and complex characters.

Additional Resources
**Lynda La Plante Trial and Retribution: A Deep Dive into the Groundbreaking Crime Drama**

lynda la plante trial and retribution stands as a hallmark in British television crime drama, weaving
intricate narratives around the justice system, criminal investigations, and the human stories behind the
headlines. Created and penned by renowned writer Lynda La Plante, the series has been influential in
shaping public perceptions of legal and police procedural dramas. This article explores the depth of the
show, its narrative structure, character development, and its place within the genre, making it a significant
subject for both enthusiasts and scholars of crime storytelling.

The Genesis and Impact of Lynda La Plante’s Trial and
Retribution

Lynda La Plante’s reputation as a creator of gripping crime dramas was firmly established with works like
*Prime Suspect*. *Trial and Retribution*, first aired in 1997, further cemented her status by pushing
boundaries of realism and procedural detail in television. The series follows Detective Superintendent
Michael Kerrell and his team as they unravel complex criminal cases, blending meticulous police work
with courtroom drama.

The show’s structure is noteworthy, often divided into two parts: the ‘trial’ phase focusing on police
investigation, and the ‘retribution’ phase centered around the courtroom drama. This bifurcated approach



allows a thorough exploration of both the procedural and emotional aspects of crime-solving, a format that
has influenced many subsequent crime dramas.

Narrative Depth and Realism in Trial and Retribution

One of the core strengths of *Trial and Retribution* lies in its commitment to realism. Lynda La Plante’s
background research and writing ensure that legal procedures, investigative techniques, and character
interactions reflect authentic practices. Unlike shows that glamorize or oversimplify crime-solving, this
series presents the painstaking realities of gathering evidence, the bureaucratic obstacles, and the moral
ambiguities faced by law enforcement.

Character arcs are complex, notably the lead detective Michael Kerrell, whose personal and professional life
intertwine, providing a textured narrative beyond the crime itself. The show does not shy away from
portraying the psychological toll on officers and victims alike, offering viewers a nuanced understanding of
justice and retribution.

Key Features That Distinguish Trial and Retribution in Crime
Drama

When analyzing *lynda la plante trial and retribution*, several distinctive features emerge that set it apart
in the crowded field of crime and legal dramas.

1. Dual-Phase Storytelling

The split between investigation and court trial is a hallmark of the series. This format enables viewers to
engage with both the discovery of truth and the delivery of justice. It contrasts with shows that focus
solely on either police work or legal battles, offering a comprehensive view of the criminal justice system.

2. Character-Driven Plotlines

While the crime itself is central, the series invests heavily in character development. Detectives, lawyers,
victims, and perpetrators are given depth, motivations, and vulnerabilities, which enrich the storytelling.
This approach encourages empathy and critical reflection on the complexities of crime.



3. Social Commentary and Moral Complexity

Lynda La Plante integrates social issues within the narrative, touching on themes such as domestic
violence, corruption, and systemic challenges within the justice system. The series often raises questions
about the nature of justice, punishment, and the potential for miscarriages of justice, prompting viewers to
think beyond black-and-white portrayals.

Comparative Analysis: Trial and Retribution vs. Other Crime
Dramas

In comparison to contemporaries like *Prime Suspect* or *Cracker*, *Trial and Retribution* stands out for
its procedural rigor and dual narrative structure. While *Prime Suspect* focuses intensely on the
protagonist’s personal battles amidst crime investigations, *Trial and Retribution* balances this with
courtroom dynamics, providing a fuller spectrum of the justice process.

The pacing of *Trial and Retribution* is often more deliberate, allowing for a deeper exploration of legal
intricacies. This may appeal to viewers interested in the procedural realism rather than fast-paced action.
However, some audiences may find the slower pace demanding, highlighting a pro and con depending on
viewer preferences.

The Role of Lynda La Plante’s Writing Style

Lynda La Plante’s writing is characterized by sharp dialogue, intricate plotting, and a focus on authenticity.
Her scripts avoid sensationalism, instead opting for tension built through character interactions and
procedural challenges. This disciplined style enhances credibility and engagement, factors crucial to the
show’s lasting appeal.

Legacy and Influence of Trial and Retribution in Modern Crime
Television

The influence of *lynda la plante trial and retribution* extends beyond its original broadcast years. Its
impact can be seen in subsequent crime series that adopt a dual focus on investigation and trial, as well as
those that emphasize moral ambiguity and social context.

Educationally, the series serves as a resource for understanding British criminal justice, often studied for its
portrayal of legal and police processes. It also contributed to raising public awareness about complex social



issues through accessible storytelling.

Availability and Viewing Options

For contemporary audiences, *Trial and Retribution* is accessible via various streaming platforms and DVD
collections. Its episodic nature and contained story arcs make it suitable for binge-watching or episodic
viewing, catering to varied audience preferences.

Pros and Cons of Trial and Retribution for the Modern Viewer

Pros: Realistic portrayal of crime and justice, strong character development, socially relevant themes,
and a unique dual-phase narrative.

Cons: Slower pacing compared to modern fast-cut crime shows, occasionally dense legal jargon, and
less emphasis on action-oriented sequences.

The series’ strengths lie in its intelligent storytelling and depth, which may appeal more to viewers
seeking substance over spectacle.

Exploring *lynda la plante trial and retribution* reveals a thoughtful and meticulously crafted crime drama
that continues to resonate with audiences interested in the realities of law enforcement and the
complexities of justice. Its blend of procedural detail and human drama ensures its place as a reference point
in British television crime storytelling.

Lynda La Plante Trial And Retribution

  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial & Retribution Lynda La Plante, 1998 Anita's
five-year-old daughter Julie goes missing whilst playing in the playground on the council estate
where they live. A huge police search is put into action, an incident room created, neighbours
interviewed and arc lamps set up. Twenty-four hours later, hope is fading of finding Julie alive.
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution Lynda La Plante, 1997
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Lynda LaPlante Omnibus Lynda La Plante, 2006-09 This
omnibus features the novels 'Bella Mafia' and 'Trial and Retribution III' by Lynda La Plante.
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution VI Lynda La Plante, 2005
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution Lynda La Plante, 2022-12-08 A
FULLY REVISED AND EDITED EDITION OF THE CLASSIC INSPIRED BY THE HIT,
LONG-RUNNING TV SERIES STARRING DAVID HAYMAN It is every mother's nightmare. Her
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missing daughter found murdered. Her lover the prime suspect. It is every police officer's fear. A
child murder. The evidence circumstantial. It is every rookie solicitor's dream. A high-profile case.
An opportunity to shine. Twelve men and women will decide the verdict. But only YOU can decide if
justice is done for the victim. ______________________________ Praise for Lynda La Plante: 'The UK's
most celebrated female crime author' - DAILY MAIL 'Thirty years on from writing Prime Suspect, La
Plante is still delivering the goods' - THE TIMES 'Tough, brilliant and damaged, [Tennison] shook up
the genre forever' - DAILY EXPRESS 'Lynda La Plante practically invented the thriller' - KARIN
SLAUGHTER
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution Lynda La Plante, 2023-09-05 THE
UNMISSABLE SERIES OPENER FROM THE QUEEN OF CRIME DRAMA It is every mother's
nightmare. Her missing daughter found murdered. Her lover the prime suspect. It is every police
officer's fear. A child murder. The evidence circumstantial. It is every rookie solicitor's dream. A
high-profile case. An opportunity to shine. Twelve men and women will decide the verdict. But only
YOU can decide if justice is done for the victim.
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution IV Lynda La Plante, 2000-10-20
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution II Lynda La Plante, 2000
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Lynda La Plante Julia Hallam, 2005-10-20 Lynda La
Plante is Britain's most successful and well known screenwriter and the first woman to win the
prestigious Dennis Potter writers award. This critical introduction focuses on three innovative serials
from La Plante - 'Widows' (ITV 1983), 'Prime Suspect' (ITV 1991) and 'Trial and Retribution' (ITV
1997).
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution V Lynda La Plante, Robin Blake,
2004
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial and Retribution III Lynda La Plante, 1999
Cassie Booth, a petite fifteen-year-old girl, goes missing on her paper round in south London. A
murder enquiry is launched, headed by Detective Superintendent Michael Walker. Trial and
retribution 2 (76 I/S)
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Accused Lynda La Plante, 2025
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial & Retribution III Lynda La Plante, 2000
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Trial & Retribution V Lynda La Plante, 2001
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: The Legacy and Trial and Retribution Lynda La
Plante, 2004-06
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Accused Lynda La Plante, 2024-11-28 THE
ACCLAIMED LEGAL THRILLER FROM THE QUEEN OF CRIME DRAMA Young Cassie Booth goes
missing on her paper round. Then her bloodstained jacket is found in a boathouse belonging to Karl
Taylor - but there is little evidence against him. Meanwhile, a routine visit by Detective Inspector Pat
North to appease persistent complainer Stephen Warrington soon spirals into something far more
sinister. As his behaviour becomes increasingly obsessive, North suspects that Warrington has been
involved in a far more horrific crime. Only one of the men is guilty of Cassie's murder. But can the
jury unravel the complex web of lies and deliver justice?
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Twisted Lynda La Plante, 2014-06-05 The exciting new
standalone thriller from the No. 1 bestselling mistress of suspense and author of Widows, now a
major motion picture 'Please don't let anything bad have happened to her, please don't let anything
have happened to my baby…' Marcus and Lena Fulford are the envy of their friends. Wealthy,
attractive and successful, the couple, with their strikingly beautiful teenage daughter Amy, seem
settled and content. But appearances mask a strained relationship almost at breaking point.
Marcus's latest business venture has failed, draining Lena, the major breadwinner, dry. Putting Amy
into weekly boarding school and striving to get her own career back on its feet, Lena remains alone
in the luxurious family house as her marriage heads towards as amicable a divorce as she and
Marcus can muster, and joint custody of their only child. So when Amy arranges a sleepover with a
school friend one weekend, neither parent sees the need to be in touch with her. Saturday, Sunday,



Monday morning pass before Lena - seething from her first, unexpectedly confrontational, meeting
with Marcus's divorce lawyer - phones Amy. Straight to Amy's voicemail. She must be in lessons.
Lena sends a text. She waits. No reply, no contact whatsoever. It is only when Amy is reported
missing from school and her friend's mother reveals that, instead of staying with them, Amy was
visiting her father - a fact vehemently denied by Marcus - that Lena contacts the police. Her
daughter has not been seen since Saturday afternoon. As the police intensify their enquiries, their
reassurances that Amy will be found safe and well begin to sound increasingly hollow. DI Victor
Reid, in charge of the case, fears the worst - abduction or murder. A family under constant police
and press scrutiny, a father who has seemingly lied about his alibi for the weekend, a mother whose
perfect world is crumbling beneath her feet, a detective under pressure from his impatient superiors
to deliver a result, the length of time that Amy has been missing gathering speed… all conspire to
make Lynda La Plante's latest thriller her most tense and terrifying yet. Where is Amy? Is she alive
or dead? Lies and betrayal mount as the hunt for a missing girl becomes a search for a body…
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: Accused Lynda La Plante, 2025-04-22 THE
ACCLAIMED LEGAL THRILLER FROM THE QUEEN OF CRIME DRAMA
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: The Red Dahlia Lynda La Plante, 2008-09-04 Detective
Anna Travis is working on a horrific, brutal murder case that has created a media frenzy. The victim,
Louise Pennel, a 24-year-old, single, 'fun-loving' girl, was last seen in a London night club wearing a
sequinned mini-dress and a red rose in her hair. In an eerie mirror image of the famous LA murder
case of Elizabeth Short in the l940s known as the Black Dahlia, her body was found dumped by the
River Thames… severed in half and brutalised beyond recognition. Anna Travis must summon all the
strength and guile she became so well known for in ABOVE SUSPICION to hunt down this sadistic
killer. **Lynda La Plante's Widows is now a major motion picture**
  lynda la plante trial and retribution: The Legacy Lynda La Plante, 2012-11-08 **The 30th
Anniversary Edition: revised and updated for old and new fans of Lynda La Plante** From the
bestselling screenwriter and author of The Dirty Dozen. One family. One legacy. One curse. Hugh is
a hardened miner from the Welsh Valleys who has seen the better part of his life pass him by. His
daughter Evelyne, true to his fears, has lost her heart to a man from a troubled life on the road.
Freedom , a handsome prizefighter is saved from the gallows only to do battle for the heavyweight
championship of the world. From the poverty of the Welsh pit valleys to the glories of the prize ring,
from the dangers of Prohibition America to the terrors of Britain at war, Lynda La Plante delves into
the lives of a remarkable family and the curse that forged their names… **Lynda La Plante's Widows
is now a major motion picture** Praise for Lynda La Plante 'Lynda La Plante practically invented the
thriller' Karin Slaughter 'Classic Lynda - a fabulous read' Martina Cole 'Satisfyingly full of twists and
turns' The Independent 'A rare ring of authenticity' Sunday Telegraph 'An absorbingly twisty plot'
Guardian
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