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**James M Dunn and Soul Freedom: Exploring the Connection Between Faith and
Liberation**

james m dunn and soul freedom represent a profound intersection between
theological scholarship and the quest for spiritual liberation. James M.
Dunn, a renowned New Testament scholar, has significantly influenced how
contemporary Christians understand the concepts of salvation, grace, and the
transformative power of faith. His insights offer valuable perspectives on
what soul freedom truly means—not just as an abstract idea but as a lived
experience rooted in the teachings of Jesus and early Christian communities.

In this article, we’ll delve into James M. Dunn’s contributions and how they
relate to the broader theme of soul freedom. Whether you’re curious about
theological reflections or seeking a deeper understanding of spiritual
emancipation, this exploration will illuminate the nuanced ways faith and
freedom intertwine.

The Theological Landscape: Who Is James M.
Dunn?

Before diving into the connection between James M. Dunn and soul freedom,
it’s important to understand who Dunn is and why his work matters. James D.
G. Dunn (1939–2020) was an influential British New Testament scholar best
known for his research on the apostle Paul and early Christianity. His
scholarship often challenged and expanded traditional views, emphasizing the
relational and covenantal nature of God’s work with humanity.

Dunn’s approach to theology is characterized by a deep commitment to
understanding the historical context of biblical texts, combined with a
passionate exploration of their spiritual and ethical implications. This
balance between academic rigor and heartfelt faith makes his work especially
relevant for those interested in how theology impacts personal and communal
freedom.

James M Dunn and Soul Freedom: Understanding
the Core Concepts

At its essence, soul freedom refers to the liberation of the inner self from
bondage—whether that be sin, fear, guilt, or any form of spiritual
oppression. In Christian theology, this freedom is often connected to
salvation through Jesus Christ, but Dunn’s scholarship invites us to look
deeper.



The Role of Grace and Faith

One of the cornerstones of Dunn’s theology is the concept of grace. He argues
that grace isn’t just a divine gift but a transformative power that breaks
chains of legalism and self-righteousness. This grace, when embraced through
faith, leads to soul freedom by releasing individuals from the burdens of
trying to earn God’s favor.

Dunn’s emphasis on “faith working through love” (Galatians 5:6) highlights
how faith is not merely intellectual assent but an active, loving response
that liberates the soul. This freedom is dynamic—it reshapes relationships
with God, others, and oneself.

The Spirit as the Agent of Freedom

Another key insight Dunn offers is the centrality of the Holy Spirit in
achieving soul freedom. For Dunn, the Spirit is not just a theological
concept but the very presence of God that empowers believers to live freely
and authentically. Through the Spirit, believers experience a new identity
that breaks the bondage of sin and fear.

This connection between the Spirit and freedom resonates with many Christian
traditions that emphasize spiritual renewal and empowerment. Dunn’s work
helps clarify how this spiritual freedom is both a present reality and a
future hope.

Soul Freedom in Practice: How Dunn’s Insights
Translate to Daily Life

Understanding the theology behind soul freedom is enriching, but what does it
look like in everyday experience? James M. Dunn’s perspectives offer
practical pathways for believers seeking true liberation.

Embracing a Relationship, Not Rules

One of Dunn’s most compelling messages is that soul freedom emerges not from
strict rule-following but from entering a genuine relationship with God. This
relational approach frees individuals from anxiety about performance and
invites them into grace-filled living.

Practically, this means shifting focus from “checking boxes” to cultivating
prayer, community, and acts of love. It’s a freedom that encourages
authenticity and vulnerability rather than perfectionism.



Freedom and Community

Dunn also stresses that soul freedom isn’t a solitary journey. The early
Christian communities, which he extensively studied, experienced freedom
through mutual support and shared faith. This communal aspect is vital
because freedom flourishes when individuals are connected and accountable to
one another.

Participating in faith communities that embody grace and acceptance can be a
powerful way to experience soul freedom in tangible ways.

Overcoming Fear and Guilt

Many people struggle with feelings of guilt and fear that imprison the soul.
Dunn’s theology offers hope by framing salvation as liberation from these
emotional and spiritual burdens. Understanding that grace covers shortcomings
and that faith opens the door to transformation can help individuals break
free from cycles of shame.

The Broader Impact: James M Dunn and Soul
Freedom in Modern Christianity

James M. Dunn’s scholarship has influenced not only academic theology but
also the lived faith of countless Christians worldwide. His emphasis on
grace, faith, and the Spirit has helped shape contemporary conversations
about what it means to be free in Christ.

For churches, pastors, and spiritual seekers grappling with legalism or
spiritual stagnation, Dunn’s work provides a refreshing and hopeful
framework. It invites believers to rediscover the liberating power of the
gospel in a way that is both intellectually satisfying and spiritually
nourishing.

Encouraging Authentic Spirituality

In an age where many feel disconnected from organized religion yet yearn for
spiritual depth, Dunn’s insights encourage an authentic spirituality grounded
in relationship rather than ritual. This authenticity is a key aspect of soul
freedom, allowing people to express their faith honestly and courageously.



Influencing Contemporary Theology and Practice

The impact of James M. Dunn’s work extends into seminaries, worship settings,
and personal devotion. His writings challenge Christians to rethink
assumptions about sin, salvation, and the Christian life, emphasizing freedom
as a holistic experience that touches every part of the soul.

Exploring Further: Resources and Reflections on
James M Dunn and Soul Freedom

For those intrigued by the intersection of James M. Dunn’s theology and the
concept of soul freedom, there are several resources worth exploring:

Books by James M. Dunn: Titles like "The Theology of Paul the Apostle"
and "Jesus Remembered" offer deep dives into his scholarly work.

Academic Articles: Many theological journals have published analyses of
Dunn’s perspectives on grace, faith, and freedom.

Faith Communities: Engaging with churches or small groups that emphasize
grace and relational faith can help embody the principles Dunn
discusses.

Spiritual Practices: Meditation on scripture passages about freedom,
prayer for the Spirit’s guidance, and reflective journaling can nurture
personal soul freedom.

By exploring these avenues, individuals can deepen their understanding and
experience of soul freedom, inspired by the thoughtful scholarship of James
M. Dunn.

---

James M. Dunn and soul freedom together reveal a powerful narrative of
liberation that resonates across centuries and cultures. His work challenges
believers to embrace a faith that frees rather than confines, encouraging a
life marked by grace, love, and authentic relationship with God. This journey
toward soul freedom is ongoing and invites all who seek it to step into a
fuller, freer way of living.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is James M. Dunn in the context of Soul Freedom?
James M. Dunn is a theologian and scholar known for his contributions to the
understanding of Christian theology and spirituality, particularly focusing
on the concept of Soul Freedom.

What is the concept of Soul Freedom as discussed by
James M. Dunn?
Soul Freedom, according to James M. Dunn, refers to the liberation of the
human spirit through faith and spiritual growth, emphasizing personal
transformation and inner freedom from sin and external constraints.

How does James M. Dunn relate Soul Freedom to
Christian theology?
James M. Dunn connects Soul Freedom to Christian theology by exploring how
the teachings of Jesus and the New Testament promote spiritual liberation and
ethical living as pathways to achieving true freedom of the soul.

Are there any notable works by James M. Dunn on Soul
Freedom?
Yes, James M. Dunn has authored several articles and books that delve into
Soul Freedom, including explorations of Pauline theology and the implications
of spiritual freedom in contemporary Christian practice.

What impact has James M. Dunn's work on Soul Freedom
had on modern Christian thought?
James M. Dunn's work has influenced modern Christian thought by encouraging
believers to seek a deeper, more personal experience of faith that centers on
inner freedom and spiritual authenticity.

Does James M. Dunn address the relationship between
Soul Freedom and salvation?
Yes, Dunn discusses how Soul Freedom is integral to the Christian
understanding of salvation, where salvation is not just about redemption but
also about the freedom and renewal of the soul.

How does James M. Dunn's interpretation of Soul
Freedom compare to traditional views?
Dunn's interpretation offers a more dynamic and experiential understanding of
Soul Freedom, highlighting personal spiritual growth over rigid doctrinal
adherence, which contrasts with some traditional, more institutional views.



Can Soul Freedom, as discussed by James M. Dunn, be
applied outside of religious contexts?
While rooted in Christian theology, Dunn suggests that the principles of Soul
Freedom—such as personal liberation and ethical living—can also resonate in
broader philosophical and psychological contexts.

What role does the Holy Spirit play in James M.
Dunn's concept of Soul Freedom?
In Dunn's framework, the Holy Spirit is essential for Soul Freedom, acting as
the divine agent that empowers believers to experience spiritual liberation
and transformation.

How can individuals cultivate Soul Freedom based on
James M. Dunn's teachings?
According to Dunn, cultivating Soul Freedom involves engaging in prayer,
reflection, ethical living, and embracing faith practices that foster a deep
connection with God and personal spiritual growth.

Additional Resources
James M Dunn and Soul Freedom: Exploring a Legacy of Spiritual Liberation

james m dunn and soul freedom represent a compelling intersection of
theological insight and the quest for spiritual emancipation within Christian
thought. James M. Dunn, a renowned New Testament scholar, contributed
extensively to the understanding of early Christian faith, particularly
through his explorations of Jesus’ message and the apostle Paul’s theology.
Central to his work is the concept of “soul freedom,” which reflects a
profound engagement with the idea that faith in Christ offers liberation not
only from sin but from existential bondage. This article delves into Dunn’s
contributions, examining how his scholarship shapes contemporary perspectives
on spiritual freedom and its implications for modern believers.

The Theological Foundations of Soul Freedom in
James M. Dunn’s Work

James M. Dunn’s scholarship is marked by a rigorous analysis of the New
Testament, focusing on the transformative power of the gospel message. His
interest in “soul freedom” is deeply rooted in Pauline theology, where the
apostle Paul articulates freedom from the law, sin, and death through faith
in Jesus Christ. Dunn’s interpretation highlights freedom not as mere
external liberty but as an internal, spiritual reality that redefines human



identity and purpose.

In his seminal works, Dunn underscores that soul freedom is intrinsically
linked to the concept of justification by faith. This doctrine, pivotal in
Christian theology, signifies that believers are made righteous before God
not by works but through faith. Dunn’s nuanced approach unpacks how this
justification fosters a new existence characterized by freedom from
condemnation and estrangement.

Pauline Theology and the Notion of Freedom

A significant portion of Dunn’s analysis revolves around Paul’s letters,
where freedom is a recurrent theme. For example, in Galatians, Paul contrasts
slavery under the law with the freedom found in Christ. Dunn elucidates that
this freedom is not a license for moral laxity but a liberation that empowers
ethical living guided by the Spirit. According to Dunn, soul freedom is the
foundation for authentic Christian discipleship, where believers engage the
world with renewed purpose and integrity.

Moreover, Dunn’s exegesis highlights how this freedom is relational,
anchoring believers’ identity in their reconciliation with God. This
relational aspect challenges individualistic interpretations of freedom,
emphasizing communal and spiritual dimensions instead.

Impact of James M. Dunn’s Concept of Soul
Freedom on Contemporary Theology

James M. Dunn’s exploration of soul freedom resonates beyond academic
circles, influencing modern Christian thought and practice. His work invites
a re-examination of spiritual liberation in light of historical context and
biblical witness, addressing contemporary concerns about identity, agency,
and salvation.

Comparative Perspectives: Dunn and Other Theologians

When compared to other theologians who have engaged the topic of freedom,
Dunn’s approach stands out for its biblical-historical grounding. Unlike
existential or purely philosophical interpretations of freedom, Dunn roots
soul freedom in the narrative of redemption. For instance, whereas
existentialists emphasize individual autonomy as freedom, Dunn asserts that
true freedom emerges from a restored relationship with God, which
paradoxically involves surrender and commitment.

Similarly, his work contrasts with liberation theology, which predominantly



focuses on social and political freedom. While Dunn acknowledges the social
implications of gospel freedom, his primary concern remains spiritual
emancipation—a freedom that transforms the soul and ultimately influences
societal change.

Features and Dimensions of Soul Freedom

Dunn’s concept of soul freedom can be unpacked into several key dimensions:

Freedom from Sin: Liberation from the power and penalty of sin, enabling
moral renewal.

Freedom from the Law: Release from legalistic constraints, allowing
believers to live by the Spirit.

Freedom for Service: Empowerment to serve others in love rather than
obligation.

Freedom in Identity: Secure identity as children of God, fostering
confidence and hope.

These dimensions collectively suggest that soul freedom is holistic,
affecting the believer’s ethical, spiritual, and communal life.

Critiques and Challenges in Understanding Soul
Freedom

While Dunn’s scholarship has been widely acclaimed, it is not without
critique. Some argue that his focus on spiritual freedom might underplay the
socio-political aspects of liberation, especially in contexts where
oppression is systemic. Critics from liberation theology circles contend that
emphasizing internal freedom risks neglecting the pressing need for external
justice.

In addition, there are theological debates about the extent and nature of
freedom in Pauline texts. Some scholars question whether Dunn’s
interpretation sufficiently addresses the tensions between law and grace, or
the role of human agency in salvation.

Despite these challenges, Dunn’s framework remains influential, prompting
ongoing dialogue about how soul freedom is to be understood and lived out
today.



Practical Implications for Believers

The concept of soul freedom as articulated by James M. Dunn has tangible
implications for contemporary Christian living. Recognizing freedom as a
spiritual reality encourages believers to move beyond guilt and legalism,
fostering a faith experience marked by grace and empowerment. It also invites
communities to cultivate environments where individuals can grow in faith
without fear of condemnation.

Furthermore, Dunn’s emphasis on freedom for service challenges believers to
translate their spiritual liberation into acts of compassion and justice,
thus bridging the gap between personal faith and social responsibility.

James M. Dunn and soul freedom continue to inspire a nuanced understanding of
Christian liberty—one that balances theological depth with practical
relevance. By revisiting the biblical texts through Dunn’s lens, both
scholars and laypersons gain a richer appreciation for what it means to live
as free souls in a complex world.

James M Dunn And Soul Freedom

  james m dunn and soul freedom: James M. Dunn and Soul Freedom Aaron Douglas Weaver,
2011
  james m dunn and soul freedom: James M. Dunn and Soul Freedom Aaron Douglas Weaver,
2008 In the last half of the twentieth century, James Dunn has been the most aggressive Baptist
proponent for religious liberty in the United States. As the leader of the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs, Dunn's understanding of church-state separation was a battleground in the Southern
Baptist Controversy of the 1980s. Conservative Resurgence leaders opposed Dunn and the Southern
Baptist Convention eventually withdrew from the BJC. This thesis analyzes the public career of
James Dunn, especially his views on religious liberty. Dunn embodied and articulated a paradigm for
Baptist political engagement in the public arena which was based upon the concept of soul freedom:
voluntary uncoerced faith and an unfettered individual conscience before God. Dunn defended soul
freedom as the historic Baptist basis of religious liberty against critics whom he believed had
forfeited their Baptist identity by aligning with the Religious Right and its rejection of church-state
separation.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Baptist Political Theology Thomas S. Kidd, Paul D. Miller,
Andrew T. Walker, 2023-07-01 Baptist ideals like the separation of church and state have indelibly
shaped Western democracies, and Baptist thinkers continue to influence public policy and political
engagement today. Yet the historical contours, enduring commitments, and current contributions of
Baptist political thought are little understood. Baptist Political Theology, edited by scholars Thomas
Kidd, Paul Miller, and Andrew Walker, introduces readers to the full sweep of Baptist engagement
with politics. Part 1 reviews the life, writings, and political activity of important figures in Baptist
history, as well as Baptist involvement in key historical eras and episodes. Part 2 presents a
collective effort at applied political theology, with essays relating Baptist principles to a range of
contemporary issues. This monumental volume sheds light on the history and contemporary practice
of Baptists in the public square, offering context and clarity for Baptist political thought in the years
to come.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-145/james-m-dunn-and-soul-freedom.pdf


  james m dunn and soul freedom: A Baptist Vision of Religious Liberty and Free and Faithful
Politics James M. Dunn, Aaron Douglas Weaver, 2018 From his days as a pastor in the mid-1950s
until his death in 2015, Dr. James M. Dunn was a tireless advocate and activist for soul freedom: the
freedom, ability, and responsibility of each individual to respond to God for herself or himself.
During his ministry in Texas and Washington, D.C., Dunn established himself as the public heir of E.
Y. Mullins and those before him who insisted that an unfettered conscience and uncoerced faith-born
out of a direct personal experience of God and without reliance on ecclesiastical leaders-represented
the authentic Baptist tradition.To countless Baptists, James Dunn was an instrumental influence. His
wit, wisdom, and fight moved generations of Baptists to better live out our faith, value our freedom,
and never take our shared heritage and liberty for granted. Aaron Weaver's collection of the words
and writings of James Dunn will help present and future generations of Baptists, as well as other
people of faith, remember, learn from, and live out his vision of religious liberty and free and faithful
politics.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: At Home and Abroad Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, Winnifred
Fallers Sullivan, 2021-03-02 From right to left, notions of religion and religious freedom are
fundamental to how many Americans have understood their country and themselves. Ideas of
religion, politics, and the interplay between them are no less crucial to how the United States has
engaged with the world beyond its borders. Yet scholarship on American religion tends to bracket
the domestic and foreign, despite the fact that assumptions about the differences between ourselves
and others deeply shape American religious categories and identities. At Home and Abroad bridges
the divide in the study of American religion, law, and politics between domestic and international,
bringing together diverse and distinguished authors from religious studies, law, American studies,
sociology, history, and political science to explore interrelations across conceptual and political
boundaries. They bring into sharp focus the ideas, people, and institutions that provide links
between domestic and foreign religious politics and policies. Contributors break down the categories
of domestic and foreign and inquire into how these taxonomies are related to other axes of
discrimination, asking questions such as: What and who counts as “home” or “abroad,” how and by
whom are these determinations made, and with what consequences? Offering a new approach to
theorizing the politics of religion in the context of the American nation-state, At Home and Abroad
also interrogates American religious exceptionalism and illuminates imperial dynamics beyond the
United States.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: The ^AKingdom of God Has No Borders Melani McAlister,
2018-07-02 In The Kingdom of God Has No Borders, Melani McAlister offers a sweeping narrative of
the last fifty years of evangelical history outside of the United States, weaving a fascinating tale that
upends much of what we know--or think we know--about American evangelicals.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: One Sacred Effort Chad Brand, David Hankins, 2006-05-01
The preamble of the original constitution of the Southern Baptist Convention describes the purpose
of the SBC as “eliciting, combining, and directing the energies of the whole denomination in one
sacred effort, for the propagation of the Gospel.” These words are not only historically significant;
they convey the mission and purpose and distill the distinct facets of the SBC Cooperative Program.
One Sacred Effort looks close at this unique and enduring ministry operation.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: The Ashgate Research Companion to Religion and Conflict
Resolution Lee Marsden, 2016-03-23 A comprehensive overview of the latest research in religion
and conflict resolution, this collection of twenty three essays brings together leading scholars in the
field examining the contribution religious actors have made and are making towards peace and
resolving. The Ashgate Research Companion to Religion and Conflict Resolution is primarily aimed
at readerships with special interest in conflict resolution, international security, and religion and
international relations, and will also serve as a valuable resource for policy makers and conflict
resolution practitioners. The collection comprises five thematic sections, each with chapters on vital
and mainly contemporary topics in the field of religion and conflict resolution. The principal themes
include: ¢



  james m dunn and soul freedom: Thinking With the Church Derek C. Hatch, 2017-12-08
Over the centuries, Baptists have labored to follow Christ in faithful devotion and service. More
recently, they have occasionally partnered with fellow Christians from other traditions in these
efforts while learning from each other along the way. In Thinking With the Church, Derek Hatch
argues that Baptists need to follow the same pattern when it comes to their theological reflection,
engaging the wisdom of all Christian pilgrims across time. This will require a new theological
method—ressourcement—that embraces Baptists’ place within the Great Tradition of the Christian
faith. Such work will not abandon long-held Baptist convictions but offers resources for renewing
Baptists’ theological vision as they participate in the fullness of the mystical body of Christ.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Gathering Together Rodney Wallace Kennedy, Derek C.
Hatch, 2013-08-27 Concerned to think intentionally about liturgy in Baptist life and thought, this
book aims to address the practices of Christian worship in a theological light, examining how each
brings individual Christian believers and communities of faith to a greater understanding and
embodiment of the gospel. In this mode, worship becomes a seamless garment that forms disciples
of Christ and opens out toward the world. In short, theology, worship, and mission all intersect in
the liturgical life of the body of Christ. In addition to theological engagement with liturgical
practices, Gathering Together links reflection to praxis by offering sample patterns as a guide for
reenvisioning the shape of Baptist (and other free church) worship.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: A Sacred Trust Dean Anderson, 2015-08-25 Just what
makes a Baptist, a Baptist? What are the beliefs that set Baptists apart from other Christian
churches, and are they of any real importance for the local church member who just wants to follow
Jesus? Four centuries of Baptists have found those distinctive beliefs to be the command of Jesus in
the Scripture, have expressed their love for him by holding and practicingthem, and have passed
that sacred trustdown to us. A church which fails to know and value its Baptist identity becomes
subject to error and false teaching and loses the heritage for which its Baptist ancestors were willing
to suffer and die. The sermons in this book provide a helpful introduction to the beliefs which
distinguish Baptists from other Christian groups and churches, and help readers to consider those
beliefs in their proper level of importance. Extensive guides to additional resources in the distinctive
beliefs of Baptists and in doctrinal preaching are provided for those desiringfurther study and for
pastors interested in developingsimilar messages. Includes endorsements from Chuck Kelley and
Lloyd Harsch of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and Fisher Humphreys of Beeson
Divinity School.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Baptists and the Christian Tradition Matthew Y.
Emerson, Christopher W. Morgan, R. Lucas Stamps, 2020-06-15 In Baptists and the Christian
Tradition, editors Matthew Emerson, Christopher Morgan and Lucas Stamps compile a series of
essays advocating Baptist catholicity. This approach presupposes a critical, but charitable,
engagement with the whole church, both past and present, along with the desire to move beyond the
false polarities of an Enlightenment-based individualism on the one hand and a pastiche of
postmodern relativism on the other.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Twentieth-century Shapers of Baptist Social Ethics Larry L.
McSwain, William Loyd Allen, 2008 Twentieth-Century Shapers of Baptist Social Ethics provides an
overview of the major historical framework within which Baptists emerged with significant
contributions to Christian social thought and action in the twentieth century. This book provides a
summary of the life, principal ideas, writings, and most significant contributions of nineteen Baptists
since 1900.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: How to Be Secular Jacques Berlinerblau, 2012-09-11 Why
secularism isn’t the same thing as atheism—and why it’s crucial for preserving liberty and
democracy for all Americans, regardless of their beliefs. Founding father Thomas Jefferson believed
that “religion is a matter which lies solely between man and his God,” but these days many people
seem to have forgotten this ideal. Conservatives claim America is a “Christian nation” and urge that
laws be structured around religious convictions. Hardcore atheists, meanwhile, seek to undermine



and attack religion at all levels. Surely there must be a middle ground. In How to Be Secular,
Jacques Berlinerblau issues a call to the moderates—those who are tired of the belligerence on the
fringes—that we return to America’s long tradition of secularism, which seeks to protect both
freedom from and for religion. He looks at the roots of secularism and examines how it should be
bolstered and strengthened so that Americans of all stripes can live together peacefully. “Jacques
Berlinerblau mounts a careful, judicious, and compelling argument that America needs more
secularists. . . . The author’s argument merits a wide hearing and will change the way we think and
talk about religious freedom.” —Randall Balmer, author of Thy Kingdom Come: How the Religious
Right Distorts FaithandThreatens America
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Religion and the American University James W. Fraser,
2025-07 This book is designed to tell the complex story of the changing place of religion in American
higher education over the last 220 years--
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Southern Baptists Slayden A. Yarbrough, Michael
Kuykendall, 2021-09-09 Southern Baptists have a unique and colorful story. Birthed in the time of
slavery controversy, their theology on this and human rights issues has changed as cultural and
societal developments occurred. One thing that never changed, however, was their zeal for
evangelism. They eventually grew to become the largest Protestant denomination in the United
States. Later, a major controversy in the late twentieth century pitted conservative Baptists against
moderates. Both sides, however, wrote histories of the controversy from their own perspectives.
These histories were significant for understanding how each side interpreted the events. These
pages attempt to fill a missing gap. Readers will hear the Southern Baptist story from both sides.
Understand from this how Southern Baptists work, think, grow, argue, and have changed over time.
They have weathered the ups and downs of history to reveal an ever-growing heritage.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: John Leland Eric C. Smith, 2022 John Leland, the colorful
Baptist itinerant, was one of the most important and fascinating religious figures in early America.
He is best remembered for delivering a 1,200-pound Mammoth Cheese to Thomas Jefferson's White
House, and for negotiating the inclusion of a Bill of Rights in the Constitution with James Madison.
But Leland was also a tireless revivalist and a dogged advocate of religious freedom for all, an
anti-slavery spokesman and unofficial Democratic Party whip, a defender of popular Calvinism and
promoter of extreme religious individualism among Baptists. Eric C. Smith explores these and other
major themes in this first-ever biography of John Leland, whose story provides a unique window into
the remarkable transformations that swept American society from 1760 to 1840.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Recycling the Past or Researching History? Philip E.
Thompson, Anthony R. Cross, 2007-10-01 Recycling the Past or Researching History? brings
together an international group of Baptist scholars who explore various issues in Baptist
historiography and myths. Contributors examine and re-examine areas of Baptist life and thought
about which either little is known or the received wisdom is in need of revision. Historiographical
studies include the date Oxford Baptists joined the Abingdon Association, the death of the Fifth
Monarchist John Pendarves, eighteenth-century Calvinistic Baptists and the political realm,
confessional identity and denominational institutions, Baptist community, ecclesiology, the
priesthood of all believers, soteriology, Baptist spirituality, Strict and Reformed Baptists, the role of
women among British Baptists, while various myths challenged include the nature of high-Calvinism
in eighteenth-century England, baptismal anti-sacramentalism, episcopacy, and Baptists and change.
The common theme tying these studies together is that research into Baptist history should deal
with the primary sources and not, as has too often been the case, rely uncritically on the scholarship
of previous generations.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: Dance or Die Toivo Pilli, 2009-04-01 This book focuses on
the changes in the identity of Estonian Evangelical Christian-Baptists (ECB) during the Soviet years,
1945-1991. The author analyzed the influences that affected the life and self-understanding of the
ECB churches in this most northernmost of the three Baltic countries. External pressures from the
Soviet atheistic state and the internal dynamics of Estonian ECB churches are both considered and



analyzed. Comparisons are drawn, which show both the similarities with the wider Evangelical world
and uniqueness of a local Baptist identity. The book, based on extensive use of archive and other
primary source materials, makes an especial contribution to the important emerging field of the
study of Evangelicals in Eastern Europe.
  james m dunn and soul freedom: American Baptist Quarterly , 2003
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