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**God and the Natural Law: A Rereading of Thomas Aquinas**

god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas invites us to revisit one of the most
profound intersections of theology, philosophy, and ethics. Thomas Aquinas, a towering figure in
medieval scholasticism, offered a vision of natural law deeply intertwined with the divine order. Yet,
in our contemporary world, where secularism and pluralism often dominate discussions about
morality and law, a fresh look at Aquinas’s ideas can reveal timeless insights and provoke
meaningful dialogue about the foundations of right and wrong.

Understanding Thomas Aquinas’s Vision of Natural Law

At the heart of Aquinas’s philosophy is the conviction that natural law is not merely a human
invention but a reflection of a divine, rational order embedded in creation itself. To Aquinas, God is
the ultimate source of all law, and natural law is the participation of human beings in the eternal
law—the unchanging wisdom of God directing all things toward their proper ends.

#### The Eternal Law and Its Human Expression

Aquinas distinguishes between several types of law, but the eternal law holds a supreme place. It
represents God’s overarching plan for the universe, governing everything from the movement of the
stars to the moral choices of individuals. Natural law is how this eternal law is accessible to human
reason. By using reason, humans can discern certain basic precepts—such as the preservation of
life, reproduction, and social living—that guide ethical behavior.

This framework suggests that morality is objective and discoverable, not arbitrary or culturally
relative. It’s a notion that challenges modern assumptions about ethics being purely subjective or
socially constructed.

Rethinking God and the Natural Law in Today’s Context

Revisiting Thomas Aquinas’s ideas today prompts a deeper exploration of how divine principles
might still inform our understanding of justice, rights, and human dignity. While some critics dismiss
natural law as outdated or overly religious, a rereading reveals its potential to bridge faith and
reason in a pluralistic society.

#### The Role of Reason in a Secular Age

One of the most compelling aspects of Aquinas’s natural law theory is its reliance on reason rather
than revelation alone. This means that even those who do not share a specific religious belief can
engage with natural law principles by examining human nature and common good. This opens a
space for dialogue between believers and non-believers about fundamental moral truths.



By emphasizing the rational nature of natural law, Aquinas offers a way to ground ethics in universal
human experiences, such as the desire for happiness, community, and fairness.

Key Concepts in Aquinas’s Natural Law Theory

To better appreciate the richness of Aquinas’s thought, it helps to break down some of his key
concepts related to natural law and God’s role in it.

#### The Four Types of Law

Aquinas identifies four distinct but interconnected types of law:

1. **Eternal Law**: God's perfect, unchanging plan for the universe.
2. **Natural Law**: The rational creature’s participation in the eternal law.
3. **Human Law**: Laws enacted by human beings that should align with natural law.
4. **Divine Law**: Revealed law through scripture and divine revelation, guiding humans beyond
natural law especially in matters of salvation.

Understanding these distinctions helps clarify how Aquinas saw the harmony between divine
authority and human governance.

#### The Primary Precepts of Natural Law

Aquinas argued that natural law includes certain primary precepts that are universally valid:

- Preservation of life
- Reproduction and education of offspring
- Seeking truth and living in society

These basic goods serve as the foundation from which more specific moral rules can be derived.
They also reflect a deeply relational and teleological view of human nature—that is, humans have
inherent purposes or ends that guide their flourishing.

Engaging with Modern Ethical Challenges through Aquinas’s
Lens

How might Aquinas’s natural law theory speak to contemporary issues like human rights,
environmental ethics, or bioethics? A rereading of his work shows that the connection between God
and natural law offers a robust framework for addressing such questions.

#### Natural Law and Human Rights

Aquinas’s idea that natural law is rooted in human nature and rationality provides philosophical
support for universal human rights. If law is grounded in the eternal law of God, then certain
rights—such as the right to life and freedom—are not granted by governments but are inherent and
must be respected.



This perspective challenges relativistic viewpoints and affirms the dignity of every person, a
principle echoed in many modern human rights documents.

#### Environmental Responsibility

While Aquinas did not address environmental issues directly, his view of natural law emphasizes
harmony with the created order. Recognizing that all creatures have their place within God’s eternal
law encourages a respectful stewardship of nature, aligning with contemporary calls for ecological
ethics.

#### Bioethics and Moral Boundaries

In debates about medical technology, abortion, or end-of-life care, Aquinas’s natural law theory
offers guiding principles based on the preservation of life and the natural ends of human beings. His
approach encourages careful reflection on the moral limits of human intervention, grounded in a
respect for the divine order.

Practical Insights from a Rereading of Aquinas Today

For those interested in philosophy, theology, or ethics, exploring god and the natural law a
rereading of thomas aquinas can yield practical insights:

- **Emphasizing Reason in Moral Discourse**: By framing ethics as accessible through reason,
Aquinas encourages inclusive conversations that transcend religious boundaries.
- **Recognizing Objective Morality**: His natural law theory asserts that moral truths are
discoverable and universal, which can help ground debates on contentious ethical issues.
- **Balancing Divine and Human Law**: Aquinas’s distinction between different laws reminds us of
the importance of just human laws that reflect higher moral principles.
- **Appreciating Human Nature’s Role**: Understanding human nature as purposeful and relational
can enhance approaches to education, policy, and community-building.

The Enduring Influence of Aquinas on Natural Law Theory

Thomas Aquinas’s integration of God and natural law remains a cornerstone of Western
philosophical and theological thought. His vision offers a compelling alternative to purely secular or
relativistic moral frameworks by rooting ethics in a transcendent source accessible through human
reason.

By revisiting his work today, scholars and thinkers can find renewed inspiration for addressing the
moral complexities of the modern world, highlighting the continuing relevance of god and the
natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas.

In the end, this rereading is not just about revisiting an ancient text—it’s about engaging with a
living tradition that speaks to the heart of human existence, justice, and the search for meaning.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of 'God and the Natural Law: A
Rereading of Thomas Aquinas'?
The central thesis is that Thomas Aquinas' understanding of natural law is deeply rooted in the
concept of God as the ultimate source of moral order, and that a contemporary rereading can shed
light on the relationship between divine law and human reason.

How does this book reinterpret Thomas Aquinas' concept of
natural law?
The book offers a fresh perspective by emphasizing the theological foundations of natural law in
Aquinas' work, arguing that natural law cannot be fully understood without acknowledging its
dependence on God's eternal law.

Why is Thomas Aquinas' natural law theory still relevant
today?
Aquinas' natural law theory remains relevant because it provides a framework for understanding
morality that integrates reason, human nature, and divine order, which continues to influence
ethical, legal, and philosophical discussions.

What role does God play in Aquinas' natural law according to
this rereading?
According to this rereading, God is the ultimate legislator whose eternal law is reflected in the
natural law, making natural law a participation of creatures in God's divine wisdom and order.

How does the book address common critiques of natural law
theory?
The book addresses critiques by clarifying misconceptions about the rigidity and theological
exclusivity of natural law, showing that Aquinas' view allows for human reason and experience to
play a vital role in understanding moral principles.

Does the rereading suggest any changes to modern ethical or
legal systems?
Yes, it suggests that modern ethical and legal systems could benefit from reintegrating a
theologically informed concept of natural law to ground human rights and moral duties in a
transcendent source.



How does the book engage with contemporary philosophy of
law?
The book dialogues with contemporary philosophy of law by contrasting positivist approaches with
Aquinas' natural law, advocating for a view that law must be connected to moral truth grounded in
divine order.

What sources or texts of Aquinas does the book primarily
analyze?
The book primarily analyzes Aquinas' 'Summa Theologica' and 'Summa Contra Gentiles,' focusing on
sections dealing with law, morality, and the relationship between divine and natural law.

Who would benefit most from reading 'God and the Natural
Law: A Rereading of Thomas Aquinas'?
Scholars and students of theology, philosophy, law, and ethics, as well as anyone interested in the
intersection of religion and moral philosophy, would benefit from this insightful rereading of
Aquinas' natural law theory.

Additional Resources
**God and the Natural Law: A Rereading of Thomas Aquinas**

god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas invites a profound engagement with
one of the most influential medieval philosophers and theologians whose ideas continue to shape
contemporary ethical, legal, and theological discourse. Thomas Aquinas’ natural law theory, deeply
intertwined with his conception of God, offers a framework that bridges divine will and human
reason. This article undertakes a critical rereading of Aquinas’ thought, exploring how his
understanding of natural law remains relevant and contentious in modern philosophical and
theological debates.

Understanding Aquinas’ Integration of God and Natural
Law

To appreciate the nuances of god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas demands, it is
essential first to grasp the foundational elements of Aquinas’ philosophy. Aquinas posited that
natural law is part of the eternal law, which is the divine wisdom of God governing the universe.
According to him, natural law is the participation of rational creatures in the eternal law, accessible
through human reason and reflecting the moral order instituted by God.

This conceptualization situates natural law not as a mere human construct but as a reflection of
divine reason—immutable, universal, and objective. Aquinas’ assertion that the natural law is
“nothing else than the rational creature’s participation in the eternal law” underscores the
inseparability of God’s will and the moral principles guiding human behavior.



Natural Law as a Bridge Between Divine Command and
Human Morality

One of the distinctive features in Aquinas’ natural law theory is its dual anchoring in divine
command and human rationality. Unlike moral theories that rely solely on divine revelation or
secular reason, Aquinas harmonizes both. This balance has been subject to extensive analysis in
contemporary scholarship, especially in discussions about the source and justification of moral
norms.

In god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas, scholars emphasize that natural law
provides a universal moral code accessible to all humans regardless of religious belief, since it is
grounded in reason. However, the divine origin of this law grants it a metaphysical depth that
transcends empirical or purely pragmatic ethical systems.

The Structure and Content of Natural Law According to
Aquinas

Aquinas elaborates on the structure of natural law in his seminal work, *Summa Theologica*, where
he enumerates precepts of natural law beginning with the fundamental principle: “Good is to be
done and pursued, and evil is to be avoided.” From this primary precept, he derives secondary
precepts, which govern specific human actions and social interactions.

Primary and Secondary Precepts

Primary precepts: These are foundational moral truths reflecting the ultimate ends of human
beings, such as preservation of life, reproduction, education of offspring, and living in society.

Secondary precepts: These are more specific applications of the primary principles, which
vary depending on cultural, historical, and social contexts but remain rooted in the original
natural law.

This distinction allows Aquinas’ natural law theory to be both universal and adaptable, addressing
critiques that natural law is either rigid or culturally insensitive. The flexibility in the application of
secondary precepts showcases Aquinas’ sophisticated approach to law and morality.

God’s Role as the Source of Eternal and Natural Law

A critical aspect in god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas is the metaphysical
foundation that Aquinas provides: God as the ultimate legislator. The eternal law embodies God's
inscrutable wisdom and governs the cosmos. Natural law, in turn, is the manifestation of this eternal



law in rational creatures.

This framework implies a purposeful universe ordered by divine reason, where humans, through
their rational capacities, can discern moral truths. The theological underpinning reinforces the
objectivity and authority of natural law, distinguishing it from mere social conventions or subjective
preferences.

Modern Interpretations and Critiques

The ongoing relevance of god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas is evident in
modern theological and philosophical debates. While many contemporary ethicists appreciate
Aquinas’ synthesis of faith and reason, critiques have emerged about the applicability and
universality of natural law in pluralistic societies.

Compatibility with Secular Ethical Systems

One point of contention is whether Aquinas’ natural law, grounded in theistic metaphysics, can be
meaningfully integrated into secular frameworks. Some argue that the reliance on God as the source
of law limits its acceptability in secular ethics, while others propose that the rational and universal
aspects of natural law transcend specific religious commitments.

In legal philosophy, for instance, natural law theory inspired by Aquinas has influenced the
development of human rights concepts, which claim universality beyond cultural and religious
boundaries. This underscores the practical impact of Aquinas’ ideas even in secular contexts.

Challenges from Moral Relativism and Legal Positivism

From a critical standpoint, moral relativists question the existence of universal moral principles,
thereby challenging the natural law premise. Similarly, legal positivists separate law from morality,
denying that moral content is necessary for legal validity, which contrasts with Aquinas’ view of law
as inherently moral.

These critiques have prompted scholars to revisit Aquinas’ texts to clarify ambiguities and reconcile
natural law theory with contemporary legal and moral pluralism. The rereading often involves
distinguishing the metaphysical assumptions from practical ethical guidance.

Implications for Contemporary Theology and Ethics

Reexamining god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas reveals implications for current
theological and ethical discourse. Aquinas’ emphasis on reasoned participation in divine law invites
dialogue between faith traditions and rational inquiry, providing common ground in moral debates.



The Enduring Influence on Catholic Social Teaching

Within the Catholic tradition, Aquinas’ natural law remains a cornerstone of social teaching, shaping
positions on human dignity, justice, and the common good. It continues to inform debates on
bioethics, human rights, and social justice, reflecting a commitment to a moral order rooted in divine
reason.

Potential for Interfaith and Philosophical Dialogue

Moreover, the universalist claim of natural law theory opens avenues for interfaith dialogue and
cross-cultural ethical discussions. By grounding morality in shared human reason, Aquinas’ insights
offer a platform for mutual understanding beyond doctrinal differences.

The rereading of god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas thus serves not only as an
academic exercise but as a living discourse influencing contemporary moral thought.

---

In reassessing Thomas Aquinas’ integration of God and natural law, one finds a complex, nuanced
framework that continues to challenge and inspire. The interplay between divine eternal law and
human rational participation forms the backbone of an ethical system that aspires to universal
applicability while rooted in theological conviction. As modern discourse wrestles with pluralism,
secularism, and moral relativism, Aquinas’ natural law remains a vital reference point—inviting
ongoing exploration and reinterpretation.

God And The Natural Law A Rereading Of Thomas Aquinas

  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: God and the Natural Law Fulvio
Di Blasi, 2006 Translation of: Dio e la legge naturale: una rilettura di Tommaso d'Aquino.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Aquinas and Modern Law James
Bernard Murphy, 2017-07-05 This volume collects some of the best recent writings on St. Thomas‘s
philosophy of law and includes a critical examination of Aquinas‘s theory of the relation between law
and morality, his natural law theory, as well as the modern reformulation of his approach to natural
rights. The volume shows how Aquinas understood the importance of positive law and demonstrates
the modern relevance of his writings by including Thomistic critiques of modern jurisprudence and
examples of applications of Thomistic jurisprudence to specific modern legal problems such as
federalism, environmental policy, abortion and euthanasia. The volume also features an introduction
which places Aquinas‘s writings in the context of modern jurisprudence as well as an extensive
bibliography. The volume is suited to the needs of jurisprudence scholars, teachers and students and
is an essential resource for all law libraries.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Thomas Aquinas and Medieval
Canon Law Justin M. Anderson, Atria A. Larson, 2025-06-13 Thomas Aquinas and Medieval Canon
Law bridges, for the first time, two worlds of scholarship that have never been explored in
book-length form and investigates an under-researched area in Thomistic studies, namely the
question of how Thomas Aquinas engaged the ecclesiastical law and jurisprudence of his day.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-145/god-and-the-natural-law-a-rereading-of-thomas-aquinas.pdf


Neither historians of medieval canon law nor experts on Thomas's thought have previously paid
much attention to the canon law tradition as a source for Thomas's work and an influence on his
thought. But, as this volume shows, his consideration of mendicant life, law, justice, oaths, penance,
clerical orders, the Eucharist, baptism, property, commerce, marriage and more reveal engagement
with key canon law texts and concepts and with the jurisprudence of major canonists. The book
uncovers how Aquinas encountered canonical regulations and jurisprudence as a Dominican, an
educator in both theology and pastoral care, and a participant in the secular-mendicant controversy.
In his life, education, community, and his way of thought, Thomas Aquinas could not avoid and
necessarily encountered and dealt with the canonical tradition. He did so in a distinctive way,
working as he did with his theological and philosophical source material to craft his own great
synthesis. What this volume shows, if nothing else, is that the canon law tradition should be taken
into consideration when assessing Thomas's synthetic thought. Following the editors' introduction,
thirteen scholarly contributions and an epilogue explore Aquinas's interaction with medieval canon
law through four major themes: Dominican Matters; Foundations Matters of Faith, Truth, and Law;
Moral Matters; and Sacramental Matters. Approximately half the contributors are specialists from
the field of medieval canon law, and half are grounded in Thomistic tradition. The result is a unique
and scholarly contribution to two major research areas that may open avenues for similar studies of
other key figures in the scholastic tradition.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Biblical Natural Law Matthew
Levering, 2008-03-21 Natural law theory is controversial today because it presumes that there is a
stable 'human nature' that is subject to a 'law.' How do we know that 'human nature' is stable and
not ever-evolving? How can we expect 'law' not to constrict human freedom and potential?
Furthermore if there is a 'law,' there must be a lawgiver. Matthew Levering argues that natural law
theory makes sense only within a broader worldview, and that the Bible sketches both such a
persuasive worldview and an account of natural law that offers an exciting portrait of the moral life.
To establish the relevance of biblical readings to the wider philosophical debate on natural law, this
study offers an overview of modern natural law theories from Cicero to Nietzsche, which reverse the
biblical portrait by placing human beings at the center of the moral universe. Whereas the biblical
portrait of natural law is other-directed, ordered to self-giving love, the modern accounts turn
inward upon the self. Drawing on the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas, Levering employs theological
and philosophical investigation to achieve a contemporary doctrine of natural law that accords with
the biblical witness to a loving Creator who draws human beings to share in the divine life. This book
provides both an introduction to natural law theory and a compelling challenge to re-think current
biblical scholarship on the topic.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Thomas Aquinas and the
Philosophy of Punishment Peter Karl Koritansky, 2012 Peter Karl Koritansky is assistant professor
of philosophy and religion at the University of Prince Edward Island.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Knowing the Natural Law Steven J.
Jensen, 2015-03-26 Knowing the Natural Law traces the thought of Aquinas from an understanding
of human nature to a knowledge of the human good, from there to an account of ought-statements,
and finally to choice, which issues in human actions. The much discussed article on the precepts of
the natural law (I-II, 94, 2) provides the framework for a natural law rooted in human nature and in
speculative knowledge. Practical knowledge is itself threefold: potentially practical knowledge,
virtually practical knowledge, and fully practical knowledge.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: A Comparative Analysis of
Cicero and Aquinas Charles P. Nemeth, 2017-05-18 In A Comparative Analysis of Cicero and
Aquinas, Charles P. Nemeth investigates how, despite their differences, these two figures may be
the most compatible brothers in ideas ever conceived in the theory of natural law. Looking to find
common threads that run between the philosophies of these two great thinkers of the Classical and
Medieval periods, this book aims to determine whether or not there exists a common ground
whereby ethical debates and dilemmas can be evaluated. Does comparison between Cicero and



Aquinas offer a new pathway for moral measure, based on defined and developed principles? Do
they deliver certain moral and ethical principles for human life to which each agree? Instead of a
polemical diatribe, comparison between Cicero and Aquinas may edify a method of compromise and
afford a more or less restrictive series of judgements about ethical quandaries.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Natural Law Anver M. Emon,
Matthew Levering, David Novak, 2014-05-16 This book is an examination of natural law doctrine,
rooted in the classical writings of our respective three traditions: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic.
Each of the authors provides an extensive essay reflecting on natural law doctrine in his tradition.
Each of the authors also provides a thoughtful response to the essays of the other two authors.
Readers will gain a sense for how natural law (or cognate terms) resonated with classical thinkers
such as Maimonides, Origen, Augustine, al-Ghazali and numerous others. Readers will also be
instructed in how the authors think that these sources can be mined for constructive reflection on
natural law today. A key theme in each essay is how the particularity of the respective religious
tradition is squared with the evident universality of natural law claims. The authors also explore how
natural law doctrine functions in particular traditions for reflection upon the religious other.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Natural Law: Five Views
Zondervan,, 2025-05-27 The story of natural law - the idea that God has written a law on the human
heart so that ethical norms derive from human nature - in twentieth-century Protestant ethics is one
of rejection and resurgence. For half a century, luminaries like Karl Barth, Carl F. H. Henry, and
Cornelius Van Til cast a shadow over natural law moral reflection because of its putative link to
natural theology, autonomous reason, associations with Catholic theology, and ethical witness
devoid of special revelation. However, over the past twenty years, Protestant theologians have
renewed their interest in the subject, often animated by debates on Christian involvement in the
public arena and on matters of life, death, and gender and sexuality. Much of this engagement has
happened within Reformed circles and has largely been conducted without reference to Roman
Catholic construals of the natural law. Conversely, Catholic developments in natural law thinking
have paid little attention to the surge of interest on the Protestant side. As a result, Protestant and
Catholic natural proponents - and even those skeptical of the natural law - are not in conversation
with one another. The lack of dialog between the various schools of natural law has left a historic
tradition within Christian moral thought underdeveloped in contemporary Protestant theology. By
bringing together a variety of perspectives in much-needed conversation, this book helps readers to
understand the various construals of natural law within the broader strands of Christian and
classical traditions and clarifies its unique importance for Christian moral witness in a secular
culture. The contributors address the following questions: What is natural law? Can moral norms be
derived from immanent, creaturely ends? If so, how specific or action-guiding can those norms be?
How extensive might these moral norms be? How does natural law endure despite Christian
insistence on the noetic, epistemological effects of sin? What is the relationship between Christian
reflection on natural law and the broader classical tradition's understanding of natural law? How do
Catholic and Protestant construals of natural law differ? What is the relationship between faith and
reason? What's the relationship between human nature and natural law? Does natural law mean:
secular moral reasons? Or is natural law merely religious belief disguised as public reason? How
does natural law relate to public reason? Does the affirmation of a natural law lead to a natural
theology? Or are these distinct? What is the relationship between natural law and the laws of
nature? Five views: Classical Natural Law - Michael Pakaluk New Natural Law - Melissa Moschella
Reformed Natural Law - W. Bradford Littlejohn Lutheran Natural Law - Joel D. Bierman Anti-Natural
Law - Peter J. Leithart
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: St. Paul, the Natural Law, and
Contemporary Legal Theory Jane Adolphe, Robert L. Fastiggi, Michael Vacca, 2012-01-01 St. Paul,
the Natural Law, and Contemporary Legal Theory grew out of the Year of St. Paul (2008-2009)
proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI. It brings together the insights of Scripture scholars, theologians,
philosophers and law professors on the ongoing importance of the natural law for legal theory and



international relations. It argues that all human beings share certain common ethical standards
based on the moral law written into the human heart.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Natural Law Alejandro Néstor
García Martínez, Mario Šilar, José M. Torralba, 2009-03-26 Modern moral and political philosophy is
in debt with natural law theory, both in its ancient and mediaeval elaborations. While the very notion
of a natural law has proved highly controversial among 20th Century scholars, the last decades have
witnessed a renewed interest in it. Indeed, the threats and challenges as result of multiculturalism,
plural societies and global changes have generated a renewed attention to natural law theory.
Clearly, it offers solid basis as possible framework to a better understanding of human goods without
contradictions and partial bias. The purpose of the present volume is to provide an overview of the
history of this concept (Cicero, St. Paul, Aquinas, Melanchthon, Montaigne, Descartes, Leibniz,
Hume, Burke, Kant, MacIntyre, etc.) as well as a deep understanding of ongoing research, both in
Europe and in America. Furthermore, the specificity of these studies will be of particular value to
philosophers, law-philosophers, historians, anthropologists, sociologists and theologians, and those
concerned on such issues as the relation between law and moral norm, law and practical reason, and
the presence of the idea of natural law in several prominent thinkers. It includes a selected
bibliography on natural law. The book also provides an excellent introduction to several of the major
topics in natural law theory making it useful both as a reference text and as a sourcebook for
academics alike. Natural law is a rich, complex, and highly disputed term. Since its first appearances
in the history of Western civilization, it has been used both to point to God as the source of the moral
order and to assert that there is an objective order of justice in nature that men and their laws ought
to respect. In modern times, natural law theory gave birth to what we usually call “human rights.”
Unlike the meaning of the term, the importance of an ongoing debate on natural law and on the
theories related to it is undisputable. This is why I welcome today this new collection of essays
edited by Alejandro Néstor García Martínez, Mario Šilar and José M. Torralba. Natural Law:
Historical, Systematic and Juridical Approaches includes a wide variety of studies, covering key
authors and issues in natural law theory. Younger students will appreciate the clarity of the
chapters, and more trained readers the detailed and accurate bibliographical references that each of
them offers. The editors’s choice to go from a historical approach to contemporary theories, and
then to theoretical and more practical issues is also commendable. Students in philosophy and in
legal theory will greatly benefit from this book. —Fulvio Di Blasi, author of God and the Natural Law:
A Rereading of Thomas Aquinas
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: The Christian Philosophy of
Jacques Maritain Jason L. A. West, 2025-02-28 A study of the Christian philosophy of Jacques
Maritain (1882-1973), an influential, creative, and prolific writer. He was widely recognized as one
of the most prominent Catholic intellectuals during his own lifetime and was widely seen as a
spokesman for the Thomistic revival. This study aims to present Maritain?s thought as a dynamic
and coherent philosophy in its own right. This is the only book in English to present Maritain?s
philosophy on the full range of topics upon which he wrote. It focusses on Maritain as a
twentieth-century philosopher, rather than an interpreter of Aquinas. Accordingly, this book
presents Maritain?s philosophy in its own context. Finally, this work is also attentive to the religious
context of Maritain?s philosophy and highlights his overlooked contributions to theology and other
areas of philosophy that are informed by his theological commitments, e.g. mysticism, ecclesiology,
education and philosophy of history. Accordingly, The Christian Philosophy of Jacques Maritain aims
at providing the reader with a comprehensive presentation of Maritain?s thought and a clear vision
of his philosophy as a whole.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: essays for a rainy day Michael
Garmon,
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: The Routledge Companion to
Ethics John Skorupski, 2010-06-21 The Routledge Companion to Ethics is an outstanding survey of
the whole field of ethics by a distinguished international team of contributors. Over 60 chapters are



divided into six clear sections: the history of ethics meta-ethics perspectives from outside ethics
ethical perspectives morality debates in ethics. The Companion opens with a comprehensive
historical overview of ethics, including chapters on Plato, Aristotle, Hume, and Kant, and ethical
thinking in China, India and the Arabic tradition. The second part covers the domain of meta-ethics.
The third part covers important challenges to ethics from the fields of anthropology, psychology,
sociobiology and economics. The fourth and fifth sections cover competing theories of ethics and the
nature of morality respectively, with entries on consequentialism, Kantian morality, virtue ethics,
relativism, evil, and responsibility amongst many others. A comprehensive final section includes the
most important topics and controversies in applied ethics, such as rights, justice and distribution,
the end of life, the environment, poverty, war and terrorism. The Routledge Companion to Ethics is a
superb resource for anyone interested in the subject, whether in philosophy or related disciplines
such as politics, education, or law. Fully indexed and cross-referenced, with helpful further reading
sections at the end of each chapter, it is ideal for those coming to the field of ethics for the first time
as well as readers already familiar with the subject.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Dictionary of Theologians Jonathan
Hill, 2010-03-25 An exhaustive guide to every significant Christian theologian who lived from the
first century to 1308, the year in which John Duns Scotus died. The dictionary encompasses the
Catholic, Orthodox, Nestorian and Monophysite traditions, including information not previously
available in English. Thoroughly indexed, the dictionary incorporates common variants of names and
concepts which will help and direct the reader. The main criterion for inclusion has been
contribution to the development of Christian theology. Sub-criteria by which that is measured
include, above all, originality and influence on later figures. With over 290 entries, the dictionary
provides a handy summary of theologiansi lives and writings together with recent scholarship,as
well as an up-to-date, definitive bibliography listing primary texts, translations and secondary
literature in the major western European languages. Useful for all levels of academia; no other text
matches the depth of the dictionaryis bibliographies. The unprecedented thoroughness of Hill's
compilation provides an essential resource for studies at all levels on such a large and varied range
of Church thinkers.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Liberty and Law Brian Tierney,
2014-02-14 Liberty and Law examines a previously underappreciated theme in legal history - the
idea of permissive natural law. The idea is mentioned only peripherally, if at all, in modern histories
of natural law. Yet it engaged the attention of jurists, philosophers, and theologians over a long
period and formed an integral part of their teachings. This ensured that natural law was not
conceived of as merely a set of commands and prohibitions that restricted human conduct, but also
as affirming a realm of human freedom, understood as both freedom from subjection and freedom of
choice. Freedom can be used in many ways, and throughout the whole period from 1100 to 1800 the
idea of permissive natural law was deployed for various purposes in response to different problems
that arose. It was frequently invoked to explain the origin of private property and the beginnings of
civil government.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: Naturally Human,
Supernaturally God Adam G. Cooper, 2014-05-01 Naturally Human, Supernaturally God seeks to
open a small window upon an interesting case of theological convergence between three of the most
important theologians of the pre-Conciliar period of Catholic theology, Réginald Garrigou-Lagrange
O.P., Karl Rahner S.J., and Henri de Lubac S.J., each of whom played a vital role in the Second
Vatican Council. The differences between these three figures sometimes seem to run so deep as to
defy resolution. Yet Cooper argues they were strangely united in a shared conviction: today’s church
urgently needs to renew its acquaintance with an ancient Christian theme, the doctrine of
deification.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: The Primacy of God: The Virtue of
Religion in Catholic Theology R. Jared Staudt, 2022-02-08 To contemporary minds, the notion of
justice toward God is seldom considered and often foreign. Far more discussed is how God might



either undermine or motivate social justice. The Primacy of God by R. Jared Staudt offers an
important intervention. With the aid of St. Thomas Aquinas, Staudt argues that it is vital for both
contemporary society and contemporary Catholic theology to return to the traditional view of God as
the one to whom all human and social action must be ordered and to recover the virtue of religion as
the virtue which orders all other virtues to God. Not only does Staudt helpfully remind readers of the
ancient philosophical and biblical notion of worship as a dictate of the natural law, he also
illuminates the way in which Christian liturgy, as an enactment of Christ’s high priesthood, is the
great fulfillment of natural and biblical worship. Accordingly, Staudt secures religion as essential for
the virtue of love. This brings Staudt to criticize modern theologians like Karl Barth, who claimed
that religion is inherently idolatrous, as well as Karl Rahner, who claimed that love of neighbor is the
highest moral act. Staudt also considers the question of religious truth in light of the plurality of
religions, soliciting the assistance of Hans Urs von Balthasar and Joseph Ratzinger, as well as the
way in which religion relates to the development of culture, engaging the great Catholic social
historian Christopher Dawson. The Primacy of God is a much-needed work that ought to set the
agenda for Catholic theology in the twenty-first century.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: The Metaphysical Foundations of
Love Anthony T. Flood, 2018-10-17 The Metaphysical Foundations of Love: Aquinas on Participation,
Unity, and Union offers a systematic treatment of St. Thomas Aquinas’s account of the metaphysical
relations of unity-to-union and unity-to-participation in God as the key structuring elements to the
nature of love and friendship. In general, Aquinas identifies love as the source and summit of the life
of each human being. Everything in the created realm issues forth from God’s creative love, and the
ultimate end of all human persons is the greatest possible union with God. Aquinas contends that the
love of friendship allows for the greatest union between two persons; thus, the greatest union with
God takes the form of friendship with him.
  god and the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas: The Disfigured Face Luis
Cortest, 2008 Most modern philosophers, by contrast, consider these two orders to be entirely
separate. Here Luis Cortest shows how traditional natural law (the form Thomas Aquinas developed
from classical and medieval sources) was transformed by thinkers like John Locke and Kant into a
doctrine compatible with early modern and modern notions of nature and morality. In early modern
Europe one of the first of the great debates about moral philosophy took place in sixteenth-century
Spain, as a philosophical dispute concerning the humanity of the Native Americans. This
foreshadowed debates in later centuries, which the author reevaluates in light of these earlier
sources. The book also includes a close examination of the recent work of scholars like John Finnis
and Brian Tierney, who argue that traditional natural law theorists were defenders of a doctrine of
positive rights.
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