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Foster Parents by Political Party: Understanding the Impact of Politics on
Foster Care

foster parents by political party is a topic that might not immediately come
to mind when discussing child welfare, yet it plays a significant role in
shaping policies, funding, and support systems that directly affect foster
families across the country. The intersection of politics and foster care
influences everything from recruitment and training of foster parents to the
resources available for children in need. This article explores how different
political parties approach foster care, the implications for foster parents,
and what potential foster families should understand about the political
landscape surrounding foster care.

The Role of Political Parties in Shaping Foster
Care Policy

At its core, foster care is a social service governed largely by government
policies and funding allocations. Political parties, through their platforms
and legislative priorities, influence the way these systems operate. Whether
it's a focus on family reunification, funding for foster parent support
programs, or regulations that affect foster care licensing, the political
ideology of the party in power often determines the direction of foster care
initiatives.

Democratic Party and Foster Care

Traditionally, the Democratic Party has emphasized social welfare programs
and community support structures, which extends to foster care policies.
Democrats often advocate for increased funding to child protective services,
expanded mental health support for foster children, and comprehensive
training programs for foster parents. Their policies tend to focus on:

Enhancing support systems for foster children’s emotional and
educational needs

Promoting diversity and inclusivity within foster care placements

Increasing federal and state funding for foster care recruitment and
retention

Support for kinship care, allowing relatives to become foster parents
more easily



This approach often results in legislation aimed at improving the quality of
care and ensuring that foster parents have access to sufficient resources.
Democrats may also push for reforms that address racial disparities in foster
care placements and provide better oversight of child welfare agencies.

Republican Party and Foster Care

The Republican Party typically emphasizes family values, personal
responsibility, and smaller government intervention. In terms of foster care,
this perspective often translates into policies that prioritize family
reunification and foster care as a temporary solution rather than a permanent
placement. Key focuses often include:

Encouraging biological family reunification whenever safely possible

Supporting faith-based organizations that provide foster care services

Promoting state and local control over foster care programs rather than
federal oversight

Streamlining licensing processes to encourage more families to become
foster parents

Republicans may also emphasize the role of community and faith groups in
supporting foster children and parents, advocating for policies that allow
greater flexibility for foster parents to operate under their values and
principles.

Foster Parents and Political Support: What Does
It Mean in Practice?

Understanding how foster parents by political party are supported requires
looking beyond party platforms to actual programs and funding streams that
impact day-to-day foster care experiences. The political environment
influences everything from stipend levels for foster parents to the
availability of respite care and training programs.

Funding and Financial Support

One of the most tangible ways political parties impact foster parents is
through funding. Increased government funding can mean better stipends for



foster parents, more comprehensive health care coverage for foster children,
and access to therapeutic services.

- Democratic-led initiatives often seek to increase financial support and
provide additional services aimed at addressing trauma and behavioral health.
- Republican policies may focus on incentivizing foster care through tax
credits or faith-based funding models, aiming to attract more families
through financial incentives.

Legislation Affecting Foster Parent Rights

Political ideologies also shape laws regarding the rights and
responsibilities of foster parents. Democrats may advocate for stronger
protections for foster parents in decision-making processes, while
Republicans might emphasize parental rights and streamlined adoption
procedures.

For example, legislation about the length of time a child can remain in
foster care before adoption can differ based on the party’s emphasis on
family reunification versus permanency.

How Political Shifts Affect Foster Care
Recruitment and Retention

Recruitment and retention of foster parents are critical challenges in the
foster care system. Political agendas can either alleviate or exacerbate
these challenges depending on the level of priority given to foster care
within broader social policies.

Impact of Political Priorities on Foster Parent
Recruitment

When political parties prioritize foster care, recruitment campaigns tend to
receive more funding and support. For instance:

- Democratic administrations might launch public awareness campaigns
highlighting the need for foster parents and offer comprehensive support
services to attract diverse applicants.

- Republican-led governments may focus on reducing bureaucratic hurdles to
make foster parenting more accessible, especially for families affiliated
with community or religious organizations.



Retention Strategies Influenced by Politics

Retaining foster parents often hinges on ongoing support, training, and
recognition. Political party platforms influence how much emphasis is placed
on these areas. Enhanced training programs and mental health support are
often championed by Democrats, while Republicans may prioritize flexibility
and reducing regulatory burdens to keep foster parents engaged.

Foster Parents Navigating Political Landscapes:
Tips and Insights

For current and prospective foster parents, understanding the political
context can be empowering. Here are some insights to consider:

e Stay Informed: Keep up with local and national policy changes that
affect foster care. Political shifts can bring about new funding
opportunities or regulatory changes.

e Advocate: Engage with lawmakers and community organizations to voice the
needs and challenges of foster parents. Political parties respond to
constituent concerns.

e Connect with Support Networks: Many foster parent associations and
advocacy groups have political action committees that work to influence
policy.

e Evaluate Programs: Recognize that the availability of programs and
resources may change with political leadership; flexibility and
adaptability are key.

The Bigger Picture: Politics and the Foster
Care System’s Future

While foster parents by political party highlights differences in approach,
it’s crucial to remember that the well-being of children remains the central
concern. Cross-party collaboration and bipartisan support can lead to more
stable and effective foster care systems. Increasingly, there is recognition
that regardless of political ideology, ensuring safe, loving homes for
children in need should transcend party lines.

The evolving dialogue around foster care also includes addressing systemic
issues such as racial disparities, mental health support, and the integration



of trauma-informed care. These complex challenges require thoughtful policies
that blend compassion with practical governance—areas where political parties
can both learn from and influence each other.

In the end, foster parents, children, and communities benefit most when
political parties prioritize child welfare with comprehensive, well-funded,
and inclusive policies. Understanding the nuances of foster parents by
political party helps shed light on how politics shapes the lives of
vulnerable children and those who open their homes to care for them.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do Democratic policies generally support foster
parents?

Democratic policies often emphasize increased funding for foster care
programs, comprehensive support services for foster parents, and reforms
aimed at improving the foster care system's overall quality and
accessibility.

What is the Republican Party's stance on foster care
and support for foster parents?

The Republican Party typically advocates for family values and promotes
policies that encourage adoption and foster care while emphasizing state and
local control over foster care programs and often supporting faith-based
initiatives.

Are there significant differences between political
parties in funding foster care?

Yes, Democrats usually push for increased federal funding and expanded social
services for foster care, whereas Republicans often prioritize budget
constraints and encourage state-level management, which can lead to
differences in funding approaches.

How do foster parents view political party support
for their needs?

Foster parents' views vary, but many appreciate policies that provide
financial support, training, and mental health resources, regardless of
party. Some may favor Democratic initiatives for increased funding, while
others prefer Republican emphasis on family autonomy.



Do political parties differ in their approach to
foster care regulations?

Generally, Democrats advocate for stricter regulations to ensure child safety
and well-being, while Republicans may support reducing regulatory burdens to
allow more flexibility for foster parents and agencies.

How have recent political debates impacted foster
care legislation?

Political debates have influenced foster care legislation by highlighting
issues such as funding levels, support services, and the role of religious
organizations, often reflecting the differing priorities of Democratic and
Republican lawmakers.

What role do foster parents play in political
discussions around child welfare?

Foster parents often serve as advocates and stakeholders in political
discussions, providing insight into the challenges of foster care and
influencing policies through testimony, lobbying, and participation in
advisory committees.

Are there bipartisan efforts to improve foster care
systems?

Yes, there have been bipartisan efforts focused on improving foster care,
including legislation aimed at increasing support for foster families,
improving child placement processes, and enhancing training and resources.

How do political parties address the issue of foster
care adoption?

Both parties support adoption but may differ in approach; Democrats often
emphasize open adoption and support services for adoptive families, while
Republicans may focus on promoting adoption through faith-based agencies and
simplifying the adoption process.

What impact does political party affiliation have on
foster care policy outcomes?

Political party affiliation can impact policy outcomes by shaping priorities
such as funding levels, regulatory frameworks, and the inclusion of faith-
based organizations, ultimately affecting the resources and support available
to foster parents.



Additional Resources

Foster Parents by Political Party: An Analytical Overview of Policy and
Participation

Foster parents by political party is a nuanced topic that intertwines social
welfare, political ideologies, and public policy. Understanding how different
political parties perceive and influence the foster care system reveals much
about their broader approach to family support, child welfare, and social
services. This article explores how foster parents are viewed, supported, and
sometimes politicized across various political spectrums, providing a data-
backed and policy-focused examination.

The Intersection of Foster Care and Political
Ideologies

Foster care is a critical component of child welfare systems worldwide,
designed to provide temporary homes for children who cannot safely remain
with their biological families. However, the extent to which political
parties prioritize foster care, fund related programs, and engage with foster
parents can vary significantly.

Political parties often frame foster care within their broader social and
economic platforms. For example, parties with a strong emphasis on social
justice and welfare tend to advocate for increased funding, comprehensive
support services for foster parents, and reforms aimed at reducing the need
for foster placements by addressing root causes like poverty and abuse.
Conversely, parties with conservative or libertarian leanings might
prioritize family preservation efforts and emphasize foster care as a
temporary solution, advocating for policies that encourage reunification and
foster family autonomy.

Democratic and Left-Leaning Parties

Generally, left-leaning political parties such as the Democratic Party in the
United States, Labour Party in the UK, or social-democratic parties in
Europe, tend to approach foster care with a focus on systemic support and
child welfare reforms. Their platforms often include:

e Increased funding for child protective services and foster care
programs.

e Enhanced training and resources for foster parents to better equip them
for the challenges involved.



e Emphasis on mental health services for foster children and families.

e Policies aimed at addressing social determinants such as poverty and
education, which contribute to family instability.

Data from various states and countries suggest that regions with strong left-
leaning governance often see higher investment in foster care infrastructure,
which correlates with higher recruitment and retention rates of foster
parents. These parties typically view foster parents as essential community
partners who require support and recognition to fulfill their roles
effectively.

Conservative and Right-Leaning Parties

Right-leaning political parties, including the Republican Party in the US or
Conservative parties in other English-speaking countries, may adopt a
different stance. Their policies often focus on family preservation and
minimizing government intervention where possible. Key features often
include:

e Encouragement of family reunification as a priority over long-term
foster placements.

e Streamlining foster care bureaucracy to empower foster parents with more
autonomy.

e Support for faith-based foster care organizations and community groups.

e Fiscal conservatism that can limit the scope of funding but emphasize
efficiency.

While these parties may not prioritize expanding foster parent programs in
the same way, they often promote policies that aim to reduce state dependency
and foster family self-sufficiency. This can lead to a focus on shorter
foster care durations and quicker pathways to adoption or reunification.

Foster Parents Across the Political Spectrum:
Participation and Policy Impact

The demographic and political affiliations of foster parents themselves can
also reflect broader societal trends. Studies indicate that foster parents
come from diverse backgrounds, but political affiliation sometimes influences



their motivations and experiences.

Motivations and Challenges for Foster Parents

Foster parents often cite altruism, community service, and personal or
religious convictions as motivators. However, political climate affects the
support systems available to them:

e Left-leaning regions may provide more comprehensive training, financial
support, and counseling services.

e Right-leaning areas may offer less direct financial aid but promote
community or faith-based networks.

Understanding these dynamics is crucial, as the quality of foster care
depends heavily on the resources and support foster parents receive.
Political parties’ stances on social welfare directly impact these support
mechanisms.

Policy Comparisons: Funding and Legislative Focus

Examining recent legislative initiatives reveals how political priorities
shape foster care:

1. Funding Trends: Democratic-led governments have historically increased
budgets for foster care and child welfare services, aiming to improve
foster family recruitment and retention.

2. Legislative Reforms: Left-wing parties often push for policies that
reduce systemic inequalities, improve oversight, and enhance child
protection laws.

3. Conservative Policies: Focus on reducing bureaucracy and promoting
family reunification, sometimes accompanied by cuts or freezes in social
spending.

4. Bi-partisan Initiatives: Certain reforms, such as improving background
checks for foster parents or streamlining adoption processes, garner
cross-party support.

These differences manifest not only in policy but in the lived experiences of
foster parents, from the paperwork required to the financial subsidies



provided.

The Role of Political Advocacy and Community
Engagement

Political parties also influence foster care through advocacy and public
messaging. Parties with strong commitments to child welfare often collaborate
with nonprofit organizations, advocacy groups, and foster parent networks to
raise awareness and lobby for reforms.

Advocacy Efforts by Political Parties

e Left-wing parties tend to support campaigns highlighting systemic
reform, social justice, and increased public funding for foster care.

e Conservative groups often promote narratives centered on family values,
community responsibility, and faith-based solutions.

These advocacy efforts shape public perceptions of foster care, influence
recruitment drives for foster parents, and can impact legislation.

Community-Based Support and Political Alignment

Foster parents often rely on local community networks for support. Political
party alignment in these communities can impact the nature of support
services available, from government-funded programs to faith-based
initiatives.

For example, in areas with strong conservative majorities, foster parent
support may be closely tied to church groups or community organizations,
while in liberal areas, state-run programs and social services may play a
larger role.

Data Insights: Foster Parents by Political
Party Affiliation

While comprehensive data linking foster parents’ political party affiliation
is limited, surveys and studies suggest some trends:



e Foster parents in politically liberal areas report higher satisfaction
with government support services.

e Conservative foster parents often emphasize autonomy and faith-based
values as central to their caregiving approach.

e Recruitment strategies and messaging tailored by political parties can
influence who steps forward to become foster parents.

This data underscores the importance of understanding how political
ideologies shape not only policy but the ecosystem of foster care itself.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Foster Parents by
Political Party

As political landscapes evolve, so too will the policies and attitudes
surrounding foster care. Increasing bipartisan recognition of foster care’s
importance might lead to more unified efforts to support foster parents
regardless of party lines. However, ideological differences will likely
continue to influence funding levels, program design, and community
engagement strategies.

Emerging issues such as the impact of economic inequality, mental health
challenges, and systemic reform efforts will require nuanced political
responses that balance social welfare priorities with fiscal realities.

The role of foster parents remains indispensable, and their experiences
provide valuable insights into the efficacy of political party approaches to
child welfare. Understanding these dynamics is essential for policymakers,
advocates, and communities working to improve outcomes for vulnerable
children.

Foster Parents By Political Party

foster parents by political party: Pro-Family Politics and Fringe Parties in Canada Chris
MacKenzie, 2014-05-14 Pro-Family Politics and Fringe Parties in Canada explores the organizational

and ideological nature of political parties that are initially formed to do the work of social
movements. Specifically, it examines the development of the Family Coalition Party of British
Columbia (FCP) from its origins as a group of alienated Social Credit Party members to its rebirth as
the Unity Party of British Columbia, and through its struggles as a marginal political entity along the
way. While addressing the FCP’s relationship to the larger North American pro-family movement,
Chris MacKenzie also deftly demonstrates how the party can be seen as organizationally congruent
with its ideological antithesis, the Green Party. Basing his findings on seven years of field research,
he identifies the obstacles that political parties involved in social movement work must overcome in
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order for them to achieve their goals. He concludes that, despite their invaluablecontribution to
democracy, such party / movements have limited political institutionalization. Consequently, their
only realistic goal may be to merge their ideals with those of another, larger political body. This
book makes a substantial contribution to our understanding of the genesis, development, and impact
of political party / movements in Canada. Moreover, it provides useful insight into the dynamics and
issues that make up the current pro-family movements in Canada and the United States.

foster parents by political party: Scandalous Politics Juliet F. Gainsborough, 2010-11-15 Little
work has been done to systematically analyze how high-profile incidents of child neglect and abuse
shape child welfare policymaking in the United States. In Scandalous Politics, Juliet Gainshorough
presents quantitative analysis of all fifty states and qualitative case studies of three states (Florida,
Colorado, and New Jersey) that reveal how well-publicized child welfare scandals result in adoption
of new legislation and new administrative procedures. Gainsborough’s quantitative analysis suggests
that child welfare policymaking is frequently reactive, while the case studies provide more detail
about variations and the legislative process. For example, the case studies illustrate how the nature
and extent of the policy response varies according to particular characteristics of the political
environment in the state and the administrative structure of the child welfare system. Scandalous
Politics increases our understanding of the politics of child welfare at both the state and federal level
and provides new insights into existing theories of agenda-setting and the policy process. It will be
of interest to everyone involved with child welfare policymaking and especially public policy and
public administration scholars.

foster parents by political party: The New Politics of the Old South Charles S. Bullock,
Mark J. Rozell, 2010 The latest presidential election demonstrated the national importance of the
shifting demographics and partisan leanings of the Southern states. When it first appeared in 1998,
The New Politics of the Old South broke new ground by examining Southern political trends at the
end of the twentieth century. Now in its fourth edition, with all chapters extensively revised and
updated to cover events up through the 2008 elections, the authors continue their unique
state-by-state analysis of political behavior. Written by the country's leading scholars of Southern
politics and designed to be adopted for courses on Southern politics (but accessible to any interested
reader), this book traces the shifting trends of the Southern electorate and explains its growing
influence on the course of national politics.

foster parents by political party: Genealogical and Family History of the State of New
Hampshire William Frederick Whitcher, Edward Everett Parker, 1908

foster parents by political party: The Religious Rhetoric of U.S. Presidential Candidates
Arnaud Vincent, 2019-08-21 Drawing on corpus linguistic methods of analysis, this book critically
examines the rhetorical God gap in American political discourse between the Democratic and
Republican parties. The volume investigates the claims (which have often not been substantiated by
quantitative data in the literature and have tended to focus on particular genres of political
discourse) that there is a correlation between a higher degree of religiosity in Republican political
discourse and voting preferences for the party and that Democratic politicians should engage in
similar discourse toward closing the gap. The book adopts a keyword approach, using such
techniques as collocation analyses, concordance reading, and Bible-specific N-gram identification,
toward the study of a corpus of general campaign speeches over a 50-year period, and links findings
from this data with social and cultural contextual factors to provide a more informed understanding
of rhetorical patterns in religiously laden political language. The volume showcases the value of
corpus linguistic methods in interrogating claims around political language and their broader
applicability in linguistic research, making this key reading for students and scholars in corpus
linguistics, critical discourse analysis, American politics, and religious studies.

foster parents by political party: History of U.S. Political Parties: 1972-2001 : the
politics of consensus , 2002

foster parents by political party: The Internal Revenue Service's Processing of 501(c)(3)
and 501(c)(4) Applications for Tax-exempt Status Submitted by "political Advocacy"



Organizations from 2010-2013 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Finance, 2015

foster parents by political party: Successful Public Policy in the Nordic Countries Caroline de
la Porte, Gudny Bjork Eydal, Jaakko Kauko, Daniel Nohrstedt, Paul 't Hart, Bent Sofus Trangy,
2022-09-01 This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as a free PDF
download from OUP and selected open access locations. This book presents twenty-three in-depth
case studies of successful public policies and programs in Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway, and
Iceland. Each chapter tells the story of the policy's origins, aims, design, decision-making, and
implementation processes, and assesses in which respects - programmatically, process-wise,
politically, and over time - and to what extent it can be considered to have been successful. It also
points towards the driving forces of success, and the challenges that have had to be overcome to
achieve it. Combined, the chapters provide a resource for researchers, educators, and students of
public policy both within and beyond the Nordic region.

foster parents by political party: The Criminology and Criminal Justice Companion
Susan Robinson, Tracy Cussen, 2017-03-15 This companion offers a user-friendly and practical
introduction to the various aspects of studying and researching Criminology and Criminal Justice.
With study skills coverage integrated alongside broad overviews of the key theories and concepts
that drive Criminology and Criminal Justice, the book offers an authoritative overview for those
starting out in their studies. It is also packed with helpful reflective questions to encourage the
reader to think more deeply about the material and its application in the real world. This is an
essential resource for students with no prior experience of studying Criminology or Criminal Justice,
as well as for those who want a handy reference book at any point in their study and further career.
It has been designed to be used as pre-course reading, as a core text on introductory Criminology,
Criminal Justice or Criminological Skills modules, or as complimentary reading on Criminological
Theory modules.

foster parents by political party: Human Rights in Russia , 2000

foster parents by political party: For Labor, Race, and Liberty Bruce L. Mouser, 2011-01-21
More than one hundred years before Barack Obama, George Edwin Taylor made presidential history.
Born in the antebellum South to a slave and a freed woman, Taylor became the first African
American ticketed as a political party’s nominee for president of the United States, running against
Theodore Roosevelt in 1904. Orphaned as a child at the peak of the Civil War, Taylor spent several
years homeless before boarding a Mississippi riverboat that dropped him in La Crosse, Wisconsin.
Taken in by an African American farm family, Taylor attended a private school and eventually rose to
prominence as the owner/editor of a labor newspaper and as a vocal leader in Wisconsin’s People’s
Party. At a time when many African Americans felt allegiance to the Republican Party for its support
of abolition, Taylor’s sympathy with the labor cause drew him first to the national Democratic Party
and then to an African American party, the newly formed National Liberty Party, which in 1904
named him its presidential candidate. Bruce L. Mouser follows Taylor’s life and career in Arkansas,
Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Florida, giving life to a figure representing a generation of African
American idealists whose initial post-slavery belief in political and social equality in America gave
way to the despair of the Jim Crow decades that followed.

foster parents by political party: Commemorative Biographical Record of Washington
County, Pennsylvania , 1893

foster parents by political party: Freedom in the World 2006 Freedom House, 2006
Freedom in the World, the Freedom House flagship survey whose findings have been published
annually since 1972, is the standard-setting comparative assessment of global political rights and
civil liberties. The survey ratings and narrative reports on 192 countries and a group of select
territories are used by policy makers, the media, international corporations, and civic activists and
human rights defenders to monitor trends in democracy and track improvements and setbacks in
freedom worldwide. Press accounts of the survey findings appear in hundreds of influential
newspapers in the United States and abroad and form the basis of numerous radio and television




reports. The Freedom in the World political rights and civil liberties ratings are determined through
a multi-layered process of research and evaluation by a team of regional analysts and eminent
scholars. The analysts used a broad range of sources of information, including foreign and domestic
news reports, academic studies, nongovernmental organizations, think tanks, individual professional
contacts, and visits to the region, in conducting their research. The methodology of the survey is
derived in large measure from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and these standards are
applied to all countries and territories, irrespective of geographical location, ethnic or religious
composition, or level of economic development.

foster parents by political party: Encyclopedia of Women and American Politics, Third
Edition Lynne Ford, 2021-07-01 Encyclopedia of Women and American Politics, Third Edition
contains all the material a reader needs to understand the role of women throughout America's
political history. This informative A-to-Z volume contains hundreds of entries covering the people,
events, and terms involved in the history of women and politics. Entries include: Abortion Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez The birth control movement Black Lives Matter Hillary Rodham Clinton Deb Haaland
Domestic violence Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Glass ceiling League of Women Voters #MeToo
movement Michelle Obama Sonia Sotomayor Elizabeth Warren and many more.

foster parents by political party: The War on Dads and Children Vincent McGovern,
2021-06-17 This book describes the unholy war perpetrated by the myriad state agencies, perhaps in
some cases unwittingly, against loving fathers remaining in their children's lives post-divorce or
separation. The author has had 5 Ombudsman Investigations to his credit, 3 were Parliamentary, his
credentials are exemplary. He has never been cautioned, charged or arrested, yet he and his
children were subjected to the most appalling gender discrimination imaginable by multiple state
agencies operating in secrecy. This book is a 'how to' survive, and most importantly, protect
vulnerable children and parents by exposing this institutional malpractice.

foster parents by political party: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1997 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

foster parents by political party: Nominations Before the Senate Armed Services
Committee, Second Session, 105th Congress United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Armed Services, 1999

foster parents by political party: Austria-Hungary & the Successor States Eric Roman,
2003 Presents a short history of Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia from the
Renaissance to the present followed by an A to Z dictionary of important people, a chronology, maps,
and more.

foster parents by political party: Transitional Justice in Aparadigmatic Contexts Tine
Destrooper, Line Engbo Gissel, Kerstin Bree Carlson, 2023-03-23 This book explores the practical
and theoretical opportunities as well as the challenges raised by the expansion of transitional justice
into new and ‘aparadigmatic’ cases. The book defines transitional justice as the pursuit of
accountability, recognition and/or disruption and applies an actor-centric analysis focusing on justice
actors’ intentions of and responses to transitional justice. It offers a typology of different transitional
justice contexts ranging from societies experiencing ongoing conflict to consolidated democracies,
and includes chapters from all types of aparadigmatic contexts. This covers transitional justice in
states with contested political authority, shared political authority, and consolidated political
authority. The transitional justice initiatives explored by the wide range of contributors are those of
Afghanistan, Belgium, France, Greenland/Denmark, Libya, Syria, Turkey/Kurdistan, UK/Iraq, US,
and Yemen. Through these aparadigmatic case studies, the book develops a new framework that,
appropriate to its expanding reach, allows us to understand the practice of transitional justice in a
more context-sensitive, bottom-up, and actor-oriented way, which leaves room for the complexity




and messiness of interventions on the ground. The book will appeal to scholars and practitioners in
the broad field of transitional justice, as represented in law, criminology, politics, conflict studies
and human rights. The Introduction, Chapter 8 and the Concluding Remarks of this book are freely
available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

foster parents by political party: Florida's Minority Trailblazers Susan MacManus,
2016-11-21 Saves a piece of Florida political history by narrating the personal stories of the state's
'minority trailblazers' from the Civil Rights Movement to the present day.--Richard E. Foglesong,
author of Immigrant Prince: Mel Martinez and the American Dream Captures Florida's ongoing
political transition from a 'yellow-dog," lily-white state to one where diversity is beginning to make
an impact on politics.--Doug Lyons, former senior editorial writer, South Florida Sun-Sentinel Florida
experienced a population surge during the 1960s that diversified the state and transformed it into a
microcosm of the nation, but discrimination remained pervasive. With the passage of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, along with later rulings on redistricting and term
limits, the opportunity to participate in government became more and more possible for previously
silenced voices. Drawing primarily from personal interviews, Susan MacManus recounts the stories
of the first minority men and women--both Democrat and Republican--who were elected or appointed
to state legislative, executive, and judicial offices and to the U.S. Congress since the 1960s. She
reveals what drove these leaders to enter office, how they ran their campaigns, what kinds of
discrimination they encountered, what rewards each found during their terms, and what advice they
would share with aspiring politicians. In addition to the words of the officeholders themselves,
MacManus provides helpful timelines, photos, biographical sketches of each politician, and election
results from path-breaking victories. The book also includes comprehensive rosters of minority
individuals who have held state offices and those who have gone on to represent Florida in the
federal government. Full of inspiring stories and informative statistics, Florida's Minority
Trailblazers is an in-depth rendering of personal struggles--guided by opportunity, ambition, and
idealism--that have made Florida the vibrant, diverse state it is today. Susan A. MacManus is
Distinguished University Professor in the Department of Government and International Affairs at the
University of South Florida and the coauthor of Politics in Florida and Politics in States and
Communities. A volume in the series Florida Government and Politics, edited by David R. Colburn
and Susan A. MacManus
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recruitment and support of foster/adopt families, operating over 350 Foster Care Programs in faith
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