DID THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ

**¥Dip THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ? UNDERSTANDING ARIZONA’S LEGISLATIVE CHANGES® *

Dib THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ IS A QUESTION THAT HAS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION AMONG
ADVOCATES, LEGAL EXPERTS, FAMILIES OF INMATES, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC ALIKE. THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION, OFTEN
REFERRED TO SIMPLY AS “THE 65 LA\X/,” PERTAINS TO CHANGES IN SENTENCING, PAROLE, AND INCARCERATION TERMS FOR
PRISONERS IN ARIZONA. [F YOU’RE CURIOUS ABOUT WHETHER THIS LAW HAS BEEN ENACTED, WHAT IT ENTAILS, AND HOW IT
COULD IMPACT THE PRISON POPULATION IN ARIZONA, THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO CLARIFY THOSE DETAILS WHILE PROVIDING
CONTEXT ABOUT THE STATE’S APPROACH TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM.,

WHAT Is THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IN ARIZONA?P

BEFORE DIVING INTO WHETHER THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASSED IN AZ, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE LAW
REPRESENTS. THE TERM “65 LAW" GENERALLY REFERS TO LEGISLATION THAT ALLOWS CERTAIN PRISONERS TO BECOME ELIGIBLE
FOR PAROLE OR RELEASE ONCE THEY HAVE SERVED 650/0 OF THEIR SENTENCE RATHER THAN THE FULL TERM. THIS TYPE OF LAW
IS OFTEN ROOTED IN EFFORTS TO REDUCE PRISON OVERCROWNDING, INCENTIVIZE GOOD BEHAVIOR, AND FOCUS ON REHABILITATION
OVER LENGTHY INCARCERATION.

IN ARIZONA/ WHERE PRISON OVERCROWNDING HAS BEEN A LONGSTANDING ISSUE, LAWS LIKE THESE ARE PART OF BROADER
ATTEMPTS TO REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. THE IDEA IS TO BALANCE PUBLIC SAFETY WITH MORE HUMANE TREATMENT
OF INMATES AND THE POTENTIAL TO REINTEGRATE THEM INTO SOCIETY MORE EFFECTIVELY.

Dip THE 65 LAW FOR PRrISONERS PASS IN AZ? THE CURRENT STATUS

As of MiD-2024, THE SPECIFIC “65 LAW" FOR PRISONERS HAS NOT BEEN FULLY ENACTED AS A STATEWIDE MANDATE IN
ARIZONA. THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS AND BALLOT INITIATIVES AIMING TO INTRODUCE OR EXPAND
PROVISIONS ALLOWING INMATES TO BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE AFTER SERVING 659 OF THEIR SENTENCES, BUT NONE HAVE
YET BECOME PERMANENT LAW.

SOME BILLS RELATED TO PAROLE REFORM AND SENTENCE REDUCTIONS HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN THE ARIZONA LEGISLATURE,
WITH CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF OFFENDERS SEEING ADJUSTMENTS IN PAROLE ELIGIBILITY. HO\X/EVER, THE COMPREHENSIVE “650/0
LAW" THAT WOULD APPLY BROADLY TO PRISONERS HAS FACED CHALLENGES IN GAINING UNANIMOUS SUPPORT DUE TO
CONCERNS ABOUT PUBLIC SAFETY AND POLITICAL OPPOSITION.

WHY HAS THE 65 LAW FACeD DIFFICULTY PASSING?

SEVERAL REASONS CONTRIBUTE TO THE CAUTIOUS APPROACH LAWMAKERS HAVE TAKEN TOWARDS PASSING THE 65 LAW IN
ARIZONA:

- **PyusLic SAFETY CONCERNS: ¥ * CRITICS WORRY THAT RELEASING PRISONERS EARLIER COULD JEOPARDIZE COMMUNITY
SAFETY, ESPECIALLY IN CASES INVOLVING VIOLENT OFFENDERS.

- **PoLiTicaL CLIMATE:** ARIZONA’S POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OFTEN LEANS TOWARD TOUGH-ON-CRIME POLICIES, MAKING
REFORMS THAT REDUCE INCARCERATION TIMES MORE DIFFICULT TO PASS.

- ¥**COMPLEXITY OF SENTENCING LAWS:** ARIZONA’S SENTENCING SYSTEM IS COMPLEX, WITH A MIX OF MANDATORY
MINIMUMS, SENTENCING ENHANCEMENTS, AND DIFFERENT RULES FOR VARIOUS OFFENSES.

- **OpPPOSITION FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT:** SOME LAW ENFORCEMENT GROUPS ARGUE THAT EARLY RELEASE LAWS COULD
UNDERMINE DETERRENCE AND PUNISHMENT.



CoMPARING ARIZONA’S APPROACH TO OTHER STATES

MANY STATES ACROSS THE U.S. HAVE ADOPTED SIMILAR “65% LAWS™ OR PAROLE ELIGIBILITY REFORMS WITH VARYING
DEGREES OF SUCCESS. FOR EXAMPLE, STATES LIKE CALIFORNIA AND TEXAS HAVE IMPLEMENTED POLICIES ALLOWING INMATES TO
EARN EARLY RELEASE BASED ON GOOD BEHAVIOR AND SERVING A FRACTION OF THEIR SENTENCE. T HESE REFORMS OFTEN COME
ALONGSIDE INVESTMENTS IN REHABILITATION, EDUCATION, AND REENTRY PROGRAMS.

ARIZONA’S HESITATION STANDS IN CONTRAST TO THIS TREND, BUT IT IS NOT UNIQUE. STATES FREQUENTLY BALANCE REFORM
WITH CONCERNS ABOUT CRIME RATES AND POLITICAL PRESSURES. OBSERVING HOW THESE LAWS FUNCTION IN OTHER PLACES
PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO WHAT MIGHT OR MIGHT NOT WORK IN ARIZONA’S CONTEXT.

THe RoLE oF SENTENCE CREDIT AND GooD BEHAVIOR

ARIZONA DOES HAVE MECHANISMS WHERE PRISONERS CAN EARN “GOOD TIME CREDITS” THAT REDUCE THE TIME SERVED, BUT
THESE CREDITS DON’T ALWAYS EQUATE TO A FULL ()50/0 RELEASE ELIGIBILITY. THE EXISTING SYSTEM ALLOWS INMATES TO
DECREASE THEIR SENTENCES INCREMENTALLY, BUT THE CRITERIA AND AMOUNTS OF CREDIT VARY WIDELY DEPENDING ON THE
OFFENSE, BEHAVIOR, AND OTHER FACTORS.

IN ESSENCE, WHILE THE 65 LAW AS A STANDALONE POLICY MIGHT NOT HAVE PASSED, SOME ELEMENTS OF EARLY RELEASE AND
SENTENCE REDUCTION ARE EMBEDDED WITHIN ARIZONA’S CORRECTIONS POLICIES.

IMPACT OF THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IF PASSED

IF ARIZONA WERE TO PASS THE 65 LAW, IT WOULD LIKELY HAVE SEVERAL IMPORTANT EFFECTS ON THE STATE’S CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM AND PRISON POPULATION.

RepucCTION IN PRISON OVERCROWDING

ONE OF THE MOST IMMEDIATE IMPACTS WOULD BE RELIEF FOR OVERCROWNDED PRISONS. ARIZONA HAS STRUGGLED WITH SPACE
AND RESOURCES IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES, LEADING TO INCREASED COSTS AND CHALLENGES IN MANAGING INMATE
POPULATIONS. ALLOWING PRISONERS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE AFTER SERVING 650/0 OF THEIR SENTENCE COULD REDUCE THE
NUMBER OF INMATES HOUSED AT ANY ONE TIME, EASING THESE PRESSURES.

INCENTIVIZING GooD BEHAVIOR AND REHABILITATION

THE 65 LAW WOULD ALSO CREATE A STRONGER INCENTIVE FOR PRISONERS TO ENGAGE IN GOOD BEHAVIOR AND PARTICIPATE IN
REHABILITATION PROGRAMS. KNOWING THAT EARLY RELEASE IS A POSSIBILITY OFTEN MOTIVATES INMATES TO COMPLETE
EDUCATIONAL COURSES, SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT, AND OTHER PROGRAMS THAT CAN AID IN SUCCESSFUL REENTRY.

PoTeNTIAL CosT SAVINGS

REDUCING PRISON POPULATIONS CAN LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT COST SAVINGS FOR THE STATE. MAINTAINING AN INMATE IS
EXPENSIVE, AND LOWERING INCARCERATION TIMES THROUGH POLICIES LIKE THE 65 LAW COULD FREE UP RESOURCES FOR OTHER
PUBLIC SERVICES OR CRIMINAL JUSTICE INITIATIVES.



Concerns AND CRITICISMS

ON THE FLIP SIDE, OPPONENTS ARGUE THAT SUCH LAWS MIGHT REDUCE THE DETERRENT EFFECT OF SENTENCING AND POTENTIALLY
INCREASE RECIDIVISM IF NOT PAIRED WITH ADEQUATE SUPPORT SYSTEMS. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF EARLY RELEASE POLICIES
HEAVILY DEPENDS ON THE AVAILABILITY OF POST-RELEASE SUPERVISION, MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, AND COMMUNITY
INTEGRATION PROGRAMS.

WHAT ARIZONA RESIDENTS AND FAMILIES SHOULD KNOW

FOR THOSE WITH LOVED ONES IN THE ARIZONA PRISON SYSTEM OR INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM,
STAYING INFORMED ABOUT THE STATUS OF LAWS LIKE THE 65 LAW IS CRUCIAL. HERE ARE A FEW TIPS AND INSIGHTS:

- **MoNITOR LEGISLATIVE UPDATES: ¥ * ARIZONA’S CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES CAN CHANGE WITH NEW LEGISLATIVE
SESSIONS. KEEPING AN EYE ON BILLS AND PUBLIC DEBATES CAN PROVIDE EARLY NOTICE OF REFORM EFFORTS.

- ¥*¥UNDERSTAND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:¥ ¥ EVEN WITHOUT A COMPREHENSIVE 65 LAW, CERTAIN INMATES MAY QUALIFY FOR
PAROLE OR EARLY RELEASE UNDER EXISTING RULES. LEGAL ADVISORS OR ADVOCACY GROUPS CAN HELP CLARIFY THESE OPTIONS.
- ¥¥SUPPORT REENTRY PROGRAMS: ¥ ¥ COMMUNITY PROGRAMS THAT ASSIST FORMER INMATES IN FINDING HOUSING,
EMPLOYMENT, AND COUNSELING ARE CRITICAL TO MAKING EARLY RELEASE LAWS SUCCESSFUL.

- ¥¥ENGAGE IN ADVOCACY:*¥* MANY ORGANIZATIONS WORK TOWARD BALANCED REFORMS THAT PROTECT PUBLIC SAFETY
WHILE PROMOTING FAIR SENTENCING. GETTING INVOLVED CAN INFLUENCE FUTURE LAWS.

ReESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION

- ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS WEBSITE — FOR OFFICIAL UPDATES ON PAROLE AND INMATE POLICIES.
- LOCAL LEGAL AID ORGANIZATIONS — FOR ASSISTANCE WITH PRISONER RIGHTS AND SENTENCE REDUCTIONS.
- CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM ADVOCACY GROUPS IN ARIZONA — FOR NEWS AND WAYS TO PARTICIPATE.

ARIZONA’S APPROACH TO PRISONER SENTENCING AND RELEASE IS EVOLVING, AND WHILE THE 65 LAW HAS NOT FULLY PASSED,
THE DIALOGUE AROUND IT HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANT ISSUES AROUND FAIRNESS, SAFETY, AND REHABILITATION.

EXPLORING THE NUANCES OF THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS AND ITS STATUS IN ARIZONA REVEALS THE COMPLEXITIES OF
CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM IN THE STATE. WHILE THE LAW ITSELF HAS YET TO BECOME A FORMAL PART OF ARIZONA’S
SENTENCING SYSTEM, THE ONGOING DISCUSSIONS AND LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS INDICATE A GROWING AW ARENESS OF THE NEED FOR
BALANCED POLICIES THAT BENEFIT PRISONERS, VICTIMS, AND COMMUNITIES ALIKE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

DID THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN ARIZONA?P

AS OF THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE, THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS HAS NOT PASSED IN ARIZONA. THERE HAVE BEEN
DISCUSSIONS, BUT NO OFFICIAL LEGISLATION HAS BEEN ENACTED YET.

WHAT IS THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IN ARIZONA?

THE 65 LAW REFERS TO A PROPOSED BILL AIMED AT ADDRESSING SENTENCING OR PAROLE POLICIES FOR PRISONERS AGED 65 AND
OLDER IN ARIZONA, OFTEN FOCUSING ON COMPASSIONATE RELEASE OR REDUCED SENTENCES.



WHY IS THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IMPORTANT IN ARIZONA?

THE 65 LAW IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT SEEKS TO IMPROVE PRISON CONDITIONS AND SENTENCING FAIRNESS FOR ELDERLY
INMATES, POTENTIALLY REDUCING PRISON POPULATIONS AND FOCUSING ON REHABILITATION AND HEALTHCARE NEEDS.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND UPDATES ABOUT THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IN ARIZONA?

UPDATES ON THE 65 LAW CAN BE FOUND THROUGH ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE WEBSITES, LOCAL NEWS OUTLETS, AND
ADVOCACY GROUPS FOCUSED ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM IN ARIZONA.

\WHAT ARE THE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IN
ARIZONA?P

SUPPORTERS ARGUE IT PROMOTES HUMANE TREATMENT AND REDUCES COSTS, WHILE OPPONENTS WORRY IT MIGHT COMPROMISE
PUBLIC SAFETY BY RELEASING POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS INMATES EARLY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

**¥Dip THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ? A DETAILED REVIEW OF ARIZONA'S LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS* ¥

DID THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ HAS BECOME A PIVOTAL QUESTION AMONG ADVOCATES, LEGAL EXPERTS, AND THE
GENERAL PUBLIC INTERESTED IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM IN ARIZONA. THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION, OFTEN REFERRED TO SIMPLY
AS THE "65 LA\X/,” HAS STIRRED EXTENSIVE DEBATE REGARDING ITS IMPLICATIONS ON SENTENCE REDUCTIONS, PAROLE
ELIGIBILITY, AND OVERALL PRISON POPULATIONS WITHIN THE STATE. (UNDERSTANDING WHETHER THIS LAW PASSED, ITS
PROVISIONS, AND ITS IMPACT REQUIRES A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK INTO ARIZONA’S RECENT LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS AND THE
BROADER CONTEXT OF INMATE SENTENCING REFORM.

UNDERSTANDING THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IN ARIZONA

THE "65 LAW" IS INFORMALLY NAMED AFTER ITS PRIMARY STIPULATION: ALLOWING INMATES TO BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE
OR SENTENCE REDUCTIONS AFTER SERVING ()50/0 OF THEIR PRISON TERM, RATHER THAN THE PREVIOUSLY MANDATED THRESHOLDS.
THIS LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL EMERGED AS PART OF A GROWING MOVEMENT NATIONWIDE AIMED AT REDUCING PRISON
OVERCROWNDING AND ADDRESSING ISSUES RELATED TO SENTENCING FAIRNESS AND REHABILITATION OPPORTUNITIES.

IN ARIZONA, WHERE INCARCERATION RATES HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE, THE DEBATE
SURROUNDING THE 65 LAW CENTERS ON BALANCING PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS WITH THE NEED FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM.
THE LAW’S PROPONENTS ARGUE THAT ENABLING PRISONERS TO SERVE ONLY 650/0 OF THEIR SENTENCES, UNDER CERTAIN
CONDITIONS, ENCOURAGES GOOD BEHAVIOR, REDUCES STATE EXPENDITURES ON CORRECTIONS, AND FACILITATES REINTEGRATION
INTO SOCIETY. CONVERSELY, OPPONENTS OFTEN EXPRESS CONCERNS ABOUT POTENTIAL RISKS TO COMMUNITY SAFETY AND THE
MESSAGE SUCH EARLY RELEASE POLICIES MIGHT SEND.

LEGISLATIVE JOURNEY: DID THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ?

TRACKING THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF THIS BILL REVEALS A COMPLEX PROCESS INVOLVING MULTIPLE STAKEHOLDERS,
AMENDMENTS, AND POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS. THE BILL WAS INTRODUCED DURING THE RECENT ARIZONA LEGISLATIVE SESSION,
RECEIVING ATTENTION IN BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATE COMMITTEES FOCUSED ON JUDICIARY AND CORRECTIONS.



Key DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

- ®*X|NITIAL INTRODUCTION:¥* THE BILL WAS FIRST PROPOSED BY LAWMAKERS ALIGNED WITH CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
ADVOCACY GROUPS. |T SOUGHT TO CODIFY THE ()50/0 THRESHOLD FOR PAROLE ELIGIBILITY AND ESTABLISH CLEAR GUIDELINES
FOR WHICH INMATES WOULD QUALIFY.

- ¥*CoMMITTEE REVIEWS: ¥ * THROUGHOUT COMMITTEE HEARINGS, EXPERT TESTIMONIES FROM CORRECTIONS OFFICIALS, LEGAL
ANALYSTS, AND VICTIM ADVOCACY GROUPS SHAPED THE DISCOURSE. DATA ON RECIDIVISM RATES, PRISON CAPACITY, AND
INMATE BEHAVIOR WERE HEAVILY SCRUTINIZED.

- ¥* AMENDMENTS: ¥ * SEVERAL AMENDMENTS WERE PROPOSED TO ADDRESS CONCERNS, INCLUDING EXCLUSIONS FOR VIOLENT
OFFENDERS, REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN REHABILITATION PROGRAMS, AND ENHANCED MONITORING POST-RELEASE.

- **VoTING OUTCOMES:** THE BILL FACED DIVIDED VOTES, REFLECTING THE CONTENTIOUS NATURE OF PRISON REFORM IN A
POLITICALLY DIVERSE ENVIRONMENT.

AS OF THE MOST RECENT UPDATES, THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS DID NOT PASS IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM. |NSTEAD/ A MODIFIED
VERSION WITH STRICTER ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND ADDITIONAL OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS W AS EITHER PASSED OR REMAINS UNDER
CONSIDERATION, DEPENDING ON THE LATEST LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: ARIZONA’S APPROACH VERSUS OTHER STATES

THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASSED IN AZ INVITES BROADER COMPARISONS WITH SIMILAR LAWS IN
OTHER JURISDICTIONS. STATES LIKE CALIFORNIA AND TEXAS HAVE EXPERIMENTED WITH VARIOUS FORMS OF SENTENCE
REDUCTIONS AND PAROLE ELIGIBILITY REFORMS, OFTEN SETTING PRECEDENTS OR OFFERING CAUTIONARY TALES.

PAROLE ELIGIBILITY THRESHOLDS ACROSS STATES

- **CALIFORNIA:** |MPLEMENTED POLICIES ALLOWING CERTAIN NON-VIOLENT OFFENDERS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE AFTER
SERVING 50-709% OF THEIR SENTENCES, COUPLED WITH MANDATORY REHABILITATION PROGRAMS.

- **¥TexAas:** UTILIZES A TIERED SYSTEM WHERE ELIGIBILITY DEPENDS ON CRIME TYPE, BEHAVIOR, AND PARTICIPATION IN
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, OFTEN REQUIRING 65-85%%, OF SENTENCE SERVED.

- ** ARIZONA’S PosITION:** THe PROPOSED 65 LAW AIMED TO STANDARDIZE PAROLE ELIGIBILITY AT 65% BUT FACED
PUSHBACK DUE TO THE STATE’S UNIQUE CRIME PROFILE AND PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS.

THESE COMPARISONS HIGHLIGHT ARIZONA’S CAUTIOUS APPROACH—STRIVING TO REFORM WITHOUT COMPROMISING COMMUNITY
SECURITY.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS

HAD THE 65 LAW PASSED, IT WOULD HAVE LED TO SIGNIFICANT RAMIFICATIONS ACROSS VARIOUS DOMAINS:

FOr THE PRISON SYSTEM

- ¥*REDUCTION IN PRISON POPULATIONS:** POTENTIALLY EASING OVERCROWDING AND REDUCING OPERATIONAL COSTS.

- **SHIFT IN INMATE BEHAVIOR: ** ENCOURAGING COMPLIANCE AND PARTICIPATION IN REHABILITATION TO QUALIFY FOR EARLY
RELEASE.

- ¥¥RESOURCE ALLOCATION:** REDIRECTING FUNDS TOWARDS REENTRY PROGRAMS AND SUPPORT SERVICES.



For PusLIC SAFETY

- **MONITORING AND RECIDIVISM: ¥ * NECESSITATING ROBUST POST-RELEASE SUPERVISION TO MITIGATE RISKS.
- ¥*CoMMUNITY CONCERNS:** ADDRESSING FEARS RELATED TO THE PREMATURE RELEASE OF POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS
OFFENDERS.

For PoLicY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS

- **PRECEDENT SETTING:** [NFLUENCING FUTURE REFORMS IN SENTENCING AND PAROLE LAWS.
- ¥**BALANCING ACT:** MAINTAINING EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN REFORM ADVOCACY AND POLITICAL REALITIES.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS SURROUNDING THE 65 LAW

DESPITE ITS REFORMIST INTENTIONS, THE 65 LAW FACED SEVERAL CRITIQUES:

® Risk ASSESSMENT ACCURACY: SKEPTICS QUESTIONED WHETHER PAROLE BOARDS COULD RELIABLY ASSESS WHICH
INMATES ARE SUITABLE FOR EARLY RELEASE AT 650/0 OF THEIR SENTENCE.

¢ VicTiM AbvocAcy CONCERNS: MANY VICTIM GROUPS FELT THE LAW COULD UNDERMINE JUSTICE BY SHORTENING
SENTENCES FOR SERIOUS OFFENSES.

¢ PoLiTicaL OpPOSITION: CERTAIN LAWMAKERS ARGUED THAT THE LAW MIGHT BE TOO LENIENT, POTENTIALLY ERODING
PUBLIC TRUST IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

o |MPLEMENTATION COMPLEXITIES: ADJUSTING PRISON PROTOCOLS AND PAROLE SYSTEMS TO ACCOMMODATE THE NEW
STANDARDS POSED LOGISTICAL CHALLENGES.

THESE CONCERNS CONTRIBUTED TO THE LAW’S MODIFICATION OR DELAY IN FULL PASSAGE.

WHAT’s NEXT FOR PRISON REFORM IN ARIZONA?P

THE ONGOING DEBATE AROUND THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS IN AZ SIGNALS A BROADER CONVERSATION ABOUT CRIMINAL
JUSTICE REFORM THAT IS FAR FROM SETTLED. ALTHOUGH THE INITIAL BILL FACED HURDLES, IT HAS OPENED AVENUES FOR
ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS FOCUSED ON:

- ENHANCED REHABILITATION PROGRAMS.

- EVIDENCE-BASED PAROLE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

- INCREMENT AL SENTENCE REDUCTION POLICIES.

- GREATER INVESTMENT IN REENTRY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

LEGISLATORS AND ADVOCATES CONTINUE TO MONITOR DATA AND PUBLIC SENTIMENT, POTENTIALLY REVISITING THE 650/0
ELIGIBILITY CONCEPT WITH IMPROVED SAFEGUARDS.

THE QUESTION, “DID THE 65 LAW FOR PRISONERS PASS IN AZ,” REMAINS A FOCAL POINT IN UNDERSTANDING ARIZONA’S
EVOLVING STANCE TOWARDS BALANCING EFFECTIVE PUNISHMENT WITH MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITIES FOR REHABILITATION AND
REINTEGRATION. AS POLICYMAKERS NAVIGATE COMPETING PRIORITIES, THE OUTCOME OF THIS LAW-—AND RELATED
REFORMS—WILL SHAPE THE STATE’S CRIMINAL JUSTICE LANDSCAPE FOR YEARS TO COME.
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