
daily life of a king in the middle ages

Daily Life of a King in the Middle Ages: A Glimpse into Royal Routine

daily life of a king in the middle ages was a fascinating blend of power, responsibility, ceremony, and
sometimes surprisingly mundane tasks. Contrary to the dramatic portrayals in movies and novels, a
medieval king's day wasn’t solely filled with battles or extravagant feasts. It involved carefully orchestrated
routines balancing governance, religion, leisure, and the complex social dynamics of a royal court. If you’ve
ever wondered what it was truly like to wear the crown during those turbulent centuries, let’s explore
the daily life of a king in the middle ages with vivid detail and historical nuance.

The Morning Rituals: Awakening a Monarch

The day for a medieval king typically began early, much like common folk, but with a touch of ceremony
and service that underscored his elevated status. Upon waking, a king was often attended by his
chamberlain or personal servants who helped him dress in his royal robes—garments that were not only
symbolic but also practical, reflecting his wealth and authority.

Religious Observances

Religion played a central role in the daily life of a king in the middle ages. Morning prayers or mass were
almost always part of the routine. Kings were expected to be pious leaders who set moral examples for
their subjects. This religious devotion wasn’t just personal but public, reinforcing their divine right to rule.

Breakfast and Early Meetings

Breakfast was usually a modest affair, often consisting of bread, cheese, and ale or wine. Afterward, the
king would meet with his councilors and advisors to discuss matters of state. These early meetings were
crucial—they could cover anything from military campaigns to taxation and law enforcement. The king’s
role as chief decision-maker meant he had to be well-informed and judicious.

Governance and Courtly Duties

The heart of the daily life of a king in the middle ages revolved around governance. Kings were not just
figureheads; they were deeply involved in the administration of their realms, though the extent varied



depending on the king’s personality and the period.

Holding Court

One of the king’s primary duties was to hold court, a formal gathering where nobles, knights, and officials
came to present petitions, seek justice, or discuss political alliances. This was an opportunity for the king to
demonstrate authority and fairness. The court could be a lively place, filled with debates and negotiations
that shaped the kingdom’s future.

Managing the Realm

Behind the scenes, kings relied on a network of officials—chancellors, sheriffs, and treasurers—to manage
various aspects of governance. However, the king’s approval was necessary for major decisions such as
declaring war, levying taxes, or granting lands. This involvement required a keen mind and strategic
thinking.

Leisure and Entertainment: The Human Side of Kingship

While ruling a kingdom was demanding, kings in the middle ages also had moments of leisure. These
breaks from duty helped maintain their physical and mental health, and also reinforced social bonds within
the court.

Hunting and Sport

Hunting was both a pastime and a symbol of nobility. A king’s hunting expeditions were elaborate affairs
involving trained dogs, falcons, and large retinues of attendants. Beyond sport, hunting was a way to
display courage and skill—qualities admired in a ruler.

Feasts and Festivities

Feasts were grand events that showcased the king’s wealth and generosity. These occasions featured
multiple courses, music, dancing, and sometimes theatrical performances. They were also political tools,
strengthening alliances and rewarding loyalty.



Music, Poetry, and Games

Kings often enjoyed music and poetry, sometimes patronizing minstrels and troubadours who entertained
the court with songs and stories of chivalry. Board games like chess were popular as well, serving as
mental exercises for strategy and patience.

Security and Military Responsibilities

A king’s role as protector of the realm was paramount. Daily life involved constant attention to military
matters, from organizing defenses to planning campaigns.

Training and Strategy

Even if not personally on the battlefield, a king often spent time reviewing troop movements, inspecting
armor and weapons, and meeting with generals. Understanding the intricacies of warfare was essential, as
the stability of the kingdom often depended on it.

Dealing with Threats

Medieval times were rife with internal and external threats—rebellions, invasions, and political intrigue.
The king needed to be vigilant and decisive, sometimes making difficult judgments to maintain order.

The Role of Advisors and the Royal Household

A king never ruled alone. The complexity of daily life meant reliance on a trusted circle of advisors and an
extensive royal household.

Council and Ministers

The king’s council included nobles, clergy, and legal experts who advised on various matters. Building
good relationships with them was crucial for effective governance.



The Household Staff

From cooks and chamberlains to knights and messengers, the royal household ensured the king’s needs
were met. The household was also a microcosm of medieval society, reflecting hierarchy and protocol.

Challenges and Realities Behind the Crown

Though kings enjoyed privileges, their daily life was not without stresses. Political intrigue, health
concerns, and the constant pressure to maintain authority could weigh heavily on them.

The Burden of Leadership

Decisions made by the king affected thousands, if not millions. The responsibility for justice, prosperity, and
security was immense, often forcing kings to balance compassion with firmness.

Health and Longevity

Medical knowledge was limited, and kings were not immune to illness or injury. Their health directly
influenced the kingdom’s stability, making access to the best physicians and remedies a priority.

Reflections on the Daily Life of a King in the Middle Ages

Exploring the daily life of a king in the middle ages reveals a world where power was exercised through a
blend of ritual, governance, and human interaction. Far from being mere symbols, kings were active
leaders with busy, structured days filled with a variety of tasks and responsibilities. Understanding these
routines helps us appreciate the complexities of medieval rulership and the personal dimensions behind the
grandeur of the crown.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the daily responsibilities of a king in the Middle Ages?
A king in the Middle Ages was responsible for governing his kingdom, making laws, overseeing justice,



managing relations with nobles and foreign rulers, and leading his army during times of war. He also
presided over court ceremonies and religious events.

How did a medieval king spend his mornings?
A medieval king typically began his day with prayers and religious services, followed by meetings with
his advisors and officials to discuss matters of state, justice, and administration. He might also review reports
from his lands and plan for the day’s activities.

What types of leisure activities did kings enjoy during the Middle Ages?
Kings in the Middle Ages enjoyed activities such as hunting, falconry, feasting, listening to music and
poetry, attending tournaments, and engaging in games like chess. These activities were both entertainment
and ways to display their power and wealth.

How did kings in the Middle Ages interact with their subjects?
Kings interacted with their subjects primarily through their nobles and officials. They held court where
petitions and disputes were heard. Public appearances at festivals, religious ceremonies, and tournaments
allowed them to demonstrate their authority and connect with their people.

What was the role of religion in the daily life of a medieval king?
Religion played a central role in a medieval king’s daily life. Kings were expected to uphold and support
the Church, attend regular religious services, seek divine guidance for decisions, and often saw their
authority as sanctioned by God. They also participated in religious ceremonies and patronized monasteries
and churches.

Additional Resources
Daily Life of a King in the Middle Ages: An In-Depth Exploration

daily life of a king in the middle ages was a complex blend of power, responsibility, ceremony, and routine
that reflected the hierarchical and feudal nature of medieval society. Unlike the often romanticized image
of monarchs leading grand crusades or lavish banquets every day, a king’s existence was deeply structured
by political duties, religious observances, and the management of his realm. Understanding this daily life
sheds light on the socio-political fabric of the Middle Ages and the intricate balance a king had to maintain
between governance, warfare, and courtly expectations.



The Structure of a Medieval King’s Day

The daily routine of a medieval king was far from idle, dominated by a strict schedule driven by the
demands of governance and tradition. From dawn until dusk, the king’s life was segmented into moments
of counsel, worship, leisure, and administrative tasks, all taking place within the castle or royal court.

Morning Rituals and Religious Duties

Religion played a pivotal role in the daily life of a king in the Middle Ages. The day often began with
morning prayers or attendance at Mass, reflecting the deep intertwining of church and state. This religious
observance was not merely personal piety but a public affirmation of divine right—the belief that the
monarch’s authority was sanctioned by God.

Following prayers, kings usually met with their chaplains or advisors to discuss spiritual matters or receive
blessings for ongoing affairs. These moments underscored the spiritual responsibility that accompanied
temporal power.

Political and Administrative Responsibilities

Governance was the cornerstone of a king’s daily existence. Daily audiences with nobles, courtiers, and
officials were common. These sessions involved hearing petitions, dispensing justice, and making decisions
on matters ranging from land disputes to military campaigns.

The king’s council, often composed of trusted nobles and clerics, convened regularly to advise on policy,
diplomacy, and finance. Managing the kingdom’s resources—taxation, law enforcement, and feudal
obligations—required constant attention. This aspect of the king’s life was demanding and often consumed
much of the day.

Military Preparations and Security

Given the volatile political environment of the Middle Ages, vigilance against internal rebellion or external
invasion was essential. Kings frequently reviewed their troops, inspected fortifications, and strategized
with generals. The daily life of a king in the Middle Ages was therefore marked by a continuous
awareness of military readiness.

While kings did not always personally lead armies in battle, many were trained in the arts of warfare and
hunting—a pastime that doubled as military exercise. Hunting expeditions also served social and political



functions, reinforcing alliances and demonstrating royal prowess.

Leisure and Courtly Life

Despite the weight of responsibility, leisure was an integral part of a king’s routine. Entertainment
included feasts, music, poetry, and tournaments held within the court. These events were not merely for
pleasure but were vital to maintaining political alliances and displaying royal magnificence.

Kings often patronized artists, musicians, and scholars, fostering cultural development. Recreational
activities, such as chess or falconry, were popular among monarchs, offering brief respite from the demands
of rule.

Living Conditions and Personal Aspects

The living environment of a medieval king reflected his status but also the practicalities of the era.

Royal Residences and Comforts

Kings resided in castles or palaces that served as political hubs and symbols of power. These structures were
fortified to protect against siege and attack but also designed to impress visitors with lavish halls and chapels.
The daily life of a king in the Middle Ages involved moving between different royal residences, often
following the court’s itinerant lifestyle to assert control over various parts of the kingdom.

Interiors featured tapestries, fine furniture, and precious metals, but comfort by modern standards was
limited. Heating was minimal, and sanitation rudimentary, reflecting the technological constraints of the
period.

Diet and Health

A king’s diet was richer and more varied than that of commoners, featuring meats, fish, breads, and
imported spices. Meals were elaborate affairs, often used to demonstrate wealth and hospitality. However,
medieval medicine was primitive, and kings were vulnerable to diseases that today are easily treatable.

The physical demands of ruling, combined with limited medical knowledge, meant that many kings faced
health challenges impacting their ability to govern effectively.



The Role of Court and Advisors

The king did not rule in isolation. His daily life was deeply influenced by the network of courtiers,
advisors, and family members who formed the royal household.

Advisory Councils and Nobility

Advisors provided expertise in law, finance, military strategy, and diplomacy. The king’s decisions were
often the result of negotiation and counsel, highlighting the collaborative nature of medieval governance
despite the monarch’s ultimate authority.

Nobles attending court sought favor and patronage, making the royal court a center of political intrigue and
alliance-building.

Royal Household and Servants

A large retinue of servants managed the king’s personal needs, from chamberlains and cooks to heralds and
bodyguards. The daily life of a king in the Middle Ages was thus underpinned by a complex organizational
structure ensuring his comfort, safety, and public image.

Contrasts and Realities: Myth vs. Reality

Popular culture often portrays medieval kings as constantly engaging in warfare or decadent banquets, but
the reality was more nuanced. The daily life of a king in the Middle Ages was a balance of ceremony,
administration, and occasional leisure, constrained by the demands of leadership and survival.

While some kings enjoyed periods of peace and prosperity, others faced incessant conflict, rebellions, or
economic hardship. This variability influenced the monarch’s daily experience significantly.

Pros and Cons of Medieval Kingship

Pros: Supreme authority, wealth, influence over vast territories, access to culture and education.

Cons: Constant threat of rebellion or invasion, heavy responsibility for the welfare of subjects, political



intrigue, and personal risk.

Conclusion: A Dynamic Existence Rooted in Duty

The daily life of a king in the Middle Ages was defined by a dynamic interplay of power, ritual, and
pragmatism. Far from a life of unbridled luxury or unending battle, it was a carefully managed existence
requiring political savvy, religious devotion, and strategic foresight. Examining these routines provides
valuable insight into medieval society and the enduring legacy of monarchy in shaping the historical
narrative.

Daily Life Of A King In The Middle Ages

  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Daily Life in Portugal in the Late Middle Ages
António Henrique R. de Oliveira Marques, 1971 Past studies of medieval Portugal have focused on
such specific themes as political or administrative history and voyages of discovery. Oliveira
Marques, however, has captured the vast spectrum of Portuguese daily life from the twelfth through
the fifteenth centuries The whole of medieval society is depicted, both on a national scale and, more
important, society as it affected the individual in his everyday activities. Oliveira Marques gives us
an engaging and original social history which examines customary meals, dress, homes, work,
spiritual life, even ideas about courtship and love. Medieval Portuguese culture and education,
amusements and funeral customs are all a part of this portrait.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Daily Life in Medieval Europe Jeffrey L. Forgeng,
1999-08-30 Explore the Middle Ages, a complex and often misunderstood period in European
history, through this vivid examination. Details of everyday living recreate the time period for
modern readers, conveying the foreignness of the medieval world while bringing it into focus. The
volume provides a two-pronged approach to history beginning with a broad sketch of the general
dynamics that shaped the medieval experience while at the same time creating a detailed and clear
portrait of what life would have been like for real individuals living in specific settings at the time.
The reader is introduced to medieval society in the first three chapters, which include information
on the life cycle, material culture, and the economy. These chapters provide an understanding of
what people ate, what their social lives were like, what they wore, what kinds of jobs they had, and
much more. Following are portraits of life in four specific medieval settings, offering in each case a
particular example of the type: the village (Cuxham in Oxfordshire), the castle (Dover), the
monastery (Cluny) and the town (Paris). Extensive use of documentary sources from each place
sketch the broad contours of the social setting and provide details of the everyday experiences of
real individuals. The volume concludes with an exploration of how ordinary people perceived the
world in which they lived. Original games, recipes, and music are also provided to round out this
rich introduction to life in medieval Europe.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: All the King’s Women: Polygyny and Politics in
Europe, 900–1250 Jan Rüdiger, 2020-09-25 Polygyny, in Europe? The grand narrative of Western
history is the development of monogamous marriage, culminating in the central Middle Ages. Other
kinds of relationships have often, perhaps too lightly, been dismissed as ‘just lust’. In this book, Jan
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Rüdiger investigates the plurality of man-woman relationships in medieval Scandinavia and analyses
the social and political ‘uses’ of elite polygyny. By way of comparison the findings from the North are
then applied to England, France, and the Iberian Peninsula, in order to propose a new overall image
of elite polygyny, including marriage, in the medieval West. See inside the book.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Europe in the Middle Ages Ierne L. Plunket,
2021-05-20 In Europe in the Middle Ages, Ierne L. Plunket offers a meticulous examination of the
socio-political and cultural fabric of medieval Europe, weaving together a tapestry of historical
narratives that spans from the fall of the Roman Empire to the twilight of the Renaissance. Plunket's
literary style is marked by a compelling blend of scholarly rigor and accessible prose, making
complex events digestible for a broad audience. The book situates itself within the context of
ongoing debates in medieval studies, providing fresh insights into the interplay between faith,
governance, and daily life during an era often perceived as static. Ierne L. Plunket, an esteemed
historian with a particular focus on European history, draws upon years of research and teaching
experience, coupled with a personal passion for medieval studies. Her background, enriched by
travels through the very landscapes she describes, lends authenticity and depth to her narrative.
Plunket'Äôs scholarly journey has afforded her a unique lens through which to unveil the
unrecognized complexities of medieval society, challenging reductive stereotypes that often populate
popular discourse. This book is highly recommended for students, scholars, and history enthusiasts
alike who seek not only to understand the past but to engage with it in a meaningful, nuanced
manner. Plunket'Äôs adept storytelling and critical insights will undoubtedly enrich your
understanding of a vital epoch in European history.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: The King's Grace Anne Easter Smith, 2009-03-10 The
bestselling author of A Rose for the Crown and Daughter of York takes a young woman that history
noticed only once and sets her on a quest for the truth about the murder of two boys and a man who
claims to be king. All that history knows of Grace Plantagenet is that she was an illegitimate
daughter of Edward IV and one of two attendants aboard the funeral barge of his widowed queen.
Thus, she was half sister of the famous young princes, who -- when this story begins in 1485 -- had
been housed in the Tower by their uncle, Richard III, and are presumed dead. But in the 1490s, a
young man appears at the courts of Europe claiming to be Richard, duke of York, the younger of the
boys, and seeking to claim his rightful throne from England's first Tudor king, Henry VII. But is this
man who he says he is? Or is he Perkin Warbeck, a puppet of Margaret of York, duchess of
Burgundy, who is determined to regain the crown for her York family? Grace Plantagenet finds
herself in the midst of one of English history's greatest mysteries. If she can discover the fate of the
princes and the true identity of Perkin Warbeck, perhaps she will find her own place in her family.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: SAT World History Deborah Vess, Lynn Elizabeth
Marlowe, Niles Holt, 2006-06-01 Taking the World History SAT Subject Test(tm)? Score Higher with
REA's Test Prep for SAT Subject Test(tm): World History with Practice Tests on CD Our bestselling
SAT Subject Test(tm): World History test prep includes a comprehensive review of the rise of
civilizations around the world, the formation of nations, wars through the ages, and more. Each
chapter contains examples and practice questions that help you study smarter and boost your test
score. The book includes 2 full-length practice tests that replicate the exam's question format. Both
of the book's practice exams are offered on our TestWare CD with the most powerful scoring and
diagnostic tools available today. Automatic scoring and instant reports help you zero in on the topics
and types of questions that give you trouble now, so you'll succeed when it counts. Each practice
test comes with detailed explanations of answers to identify your strengths and weaknesses. We
don't just say which answers are right - we also explain why the other answer choices are incorrect -
so you'll be prepared. The book also includes study tips, strategies, and confidence-boosting advice
you need for test day. This test prep is a must for any high school student taking the World History
SAT Subject Test(tm)!
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Daily Life: The
ancient world Joyce E. Salisbury, 2004 Explores ordinary life through time and across the globe.



  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Capital Histories Patricia L. Garside, 2019-01-15 First
published in 1998, this book reprints eight articles from The London Journal, covering the history of
London from the middle ages to the twentieth century. Each is an extensive bibliographical essay,
updated by the individual contributors for this anthology. The book comes with a new introduction
from a previous editor of the journal, Patricia Garside, and also with a specially commissioned guide
to sources for London history and the libraries and special collections that house them. The London
Journal was founded in 1975 to provide a forum for the study of London history: an eclectic and
multi-disciplinary field. As well as articles based on original research, The London Journal has
carried notes and comments, viewpoint and review articles, and general surveys of particular
aspects of London life. In the past few decades the specialist literature on London has become
extensive, intricate and dense. The opportunity for a systematic review of this literature presented
itself on the twentieth anniversary of the founding of The London Journal, and the core of the work
presented here first appeared in Volume 20(2), November 1995. Each of the authors, specialists in
one of seven periods from Roman to contemporary times, was asked to evaluate the literature that
had appeared in their field of London expertise during the last 20 years. For this book, each
contribution has been updated where possible to take account of the very latest publications.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: The Early Medieval World Michael Frassetto,
2013-03-14 This book examines a pivotal period in ancient human history: the fall of the Roman
Empire and the birth of a new European civilization in the early Middle Ages. The Early Medieval
World: From the Fall of Rome to the Time of Charlemagne addresses the social and material culture
of this critical period in the evolution of Western society, covering the social, political, cultural, and
religious history of the Mediterranean world and northern Europe. The two-volume set explains how
invading and migrating barbarian tribes—spurred by raiding Huns from the steppes of Central
Asia—contributed to the fall of the Western Roman Empire, and documents how the blending of
Greco-Roman, Germanic, and Christian cultures birthed a new civilization in Western Europe,
creating the Christian Church and the modern nation-state. A-Z entries discuss political
transformation, changing religious practices in daily life, sculpture and the arts, material culture,
and social structure, and provide biographies of important men and women in the transitional period
of late antiquity. The work will be extremely helpful to students learning about the factors that
contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire—an important and common topic in world history
curricula.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: A Companion to Britain in the Later Middle Ages S. H.
Rigby, 2008-04-15 This authoritative survey of Britain in the later Middle Ages comprises 28
chapters written by leading figures in the field. Covers social, economic, political, religious, and
cultural history in England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales Provides a guide to the historical debates
over the later Middle Ages Addresses questions at the leading edge of historical scholarship Each
chapter includes suggestions for further reading
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Routledge Revivals: Medieval Scandinavia (1993)
Phillip Pulsiano, Kirsten Wolf, 2017-07-05 First published in 1993, Medieval Scandinavia: An
Encyclopedia covers every aspect of the region during the Middle Ages, including rulers and saints,
overviews of the countries, religion, education, politics and law, culture and material life, history,
literature, and art. Written by a team of expert contributors, the encyclopedia offers those who lack
command of the various Scandinavian languages a basic tool for the study of Medieval Scandinavia
from roughly the Migration Period to the Reformation. With full-page maps, useful supplementary
photos, cross-references and a comprehensive index, this work will be a valuable and absorbing
volume for students of the Norse sagas, the Viking age, and Old English history and literature, and
for anyone interested in the cultural and historical heritage of Scandinavia.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Encyclopedia of Barbarian Europe Michael Frassetto,
2003-05-23 The first comprehensive reference work devoted exclusively to this dark, but critical,
period in the history of Western civilization. In the Encyclopedia of Barbarian Europe, medieval
expert Michael Frassetto amasses the evidence for the defense—and prosecution—of this



little-understood transition era in the history of Western civilization. Covering nearly 1,000 years of
history—from the late ancient period through the first centuries of the Middle Ages—this concise but
thorough reference work examines the key figures, places, events, and ideas of barbarian Europe.
This title chronicles the ancient Visigoths, the rule of Benedict, and the sacking of Rome. The
easy-to-access alphabetical entries and essays offer more than a mere chronicling of kings and
battles and explore the social and cultural history of the era, with special attention played to the role
of women.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Medieval Iberia Olivia Remie Constable, Damian
Zurro, 2012 For some historians, medieval Iberian society was one marked by peaceful coexistence
and cross-cultural fertilization; others have sketched a harsher picture of Muslims and Christians
engaged in an ongoing contest for political, religious, and economic advantage culminating in the
fall of Muslim Granada and the expulsion of the Jews in the late fifteenth century. The reality that
emerges in Medieval Iberia is more nuanced than either of these scenarios can comprehend. Now in
an expanded, second edition, this monumental collection offers unparalleled access to the
multicultural complexity of the lands that would become modern Portugal and Spain. The documents
collected in Medieval Iberia date mostly from the eighth through the fifteenth centuries and have
been translated from Latin, Arabic, Hebrew, Judeo-Arabic, Castilian, Catalan, and Portuguese by
many of the most eminent scholars in the field of Iberian studies. Nearly one quarter of this edition
is new, including visual materials and increased coverage of Jewish and Muslim affairs, as well as
more sources pertaining to women, social and economic history, and domestic life. This primary
source material ranges widely across historical chronicles, poetry, and legal and religious sources,
and each is accompanied by a brief introduction placing the text in its historical and cultural setting.
Arranged chronologically, the documents are also keyed so as to be accessible to readers interested
in specific topics such as urban life, the politics of the royal courts, interfaith relations, or women,
marriage, and the family.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: The Middle Ages. The Sixteenth Century. The
Seventeenth Century. The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century Meyer Howard Abrams,
1962
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Saints, Infirmity, and Community in the Late
Middle Ages Jenni Kuuliala, 2025-10-01 Bodily suffering and patient, Christlike attitudes towards
that suffering were among the key characteristics of sainthood throughout the medieval period.
Saints, Infirmity, and Community in the Late Middle Ages analyses the meanings given to putative
saints' bodily infirmities in late medieval canonization hearings. How was an individual saint's bodily
ailment investigated in the inquests, and how did the witnesses (re)construct the saintly candidates'
ailments? What meanings were given to infirmity when providing proofs for holiness? This study
depicts holy infirmity as an aspect of sanctity that is largely defined within the community, in
continual dialogue with devotees, people suffering from doubt, the holy person, and the cultural
patterns ascribed to saintly life. Furthermore, it analyses how the meanings given to saints'
infirmities influenced and reflected society's attitudes towards bodily ailments — or dis/ability — in
general.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Routledge Revivals: Medieval Archaeology (2001)
Pam J. Crabtree, 2017-07-05 First published in 2001, this is the first reference work to cover the
archaeology of medieval Europe. No other reference can claim such comprehensive coverage -- from
Ireland to Russia and from Scandinavia to Italy, the archaeology of the entirety of medieval Europe
is discussed. With coverage ranging from the fall of the western Roman empire in the 5th century
CE through the end of the high Middle Ages in 1500 CE, Medieval Archaeology: An Encyclopedia
answers the needs of medieval scholars from a variety of backgrounds, including archaeologists,
historians and classicists. Featuring over 150 entries by an international team of leading
archaeologists, this unique reference is soundly based on the most important developments and
scholarship in this rapidly growing field.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: At Day's Close A. Roger Ekirch, 2012-03-09



Remarkable.… Ekirch has emptied night's pockets, and laid the contents out before us. —Arthur
Krystal, The New Yorker Bringing light to the shadows of history through a rich weave of citation
and archival evidence (Publishers Weekly), scholar A. Roger Ekirch illuminates the aspects of life
most often overlooked by other historians—those that unfold at night. In this triumph of social
history (Mail on Sunday), Ekirch's enthralling anthropology (Harper's) exposes the nightlife that
spawned a distinct culture and a refuge from daily life. Fear of crime, of fire, and of the
supernatural; the importance of moonlight; the increased incidence of sickness and death at night;
evening gatherings to spin wool and stories; masqued balls; inns, taverns, and brothels; the
strategies of thieves, assassins, and conspirators; the protective uses of incantations, meditations,
and prayers; the nature of our predecessors' sleep and dreams—Ekirch reveals all these and more in
his monumental study (The Nation) of sociocultural history, maintaining throughout an infectious
sense of wonder (Booklist).
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Infirmity in Antiquity and the Middle Ages Christian
Krötzl, Katariina Mustakallio, Jenni Kuuliala, 2016-03-09 This volume discusses infirmitas (’infirmity’
or ’weakness’) in ancient and medieval societies. It concentrates on the cultural, social and domestic
aspects of physical and mental illness, impairment and health, and also examines frailty as a more
abstract, cultural construct. It seeks to widen our understanding of how physical and mental
well-being and weakness were understood and constructed in the longue durée from antiquity to the
Middle Ages. The chapters are written by experts from a variety of disciplines, including
archaeology, art history and philology, and pay particular attention to the differences of experience
due to gender, age and social status. The book opens with chapters on the more theoretical aspects
of pre-modern infirmity and disability, moving on to discuss different types of mental and cultural
infirmities, including those with positive connotations, such as medieval stigmata. The last section of
the book discusses infirmity in everyday life from the perspective of healing, medicine and care.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: Time in the Medieval World Chris Humphrey, W. M.
Ormrod, 2001 A look at the competing notions of time in the middle ages, from the spiritual - death,
the Last Judgement - to the practical - lawyers' calculations, clocks and calendars. By exploring some
of the more important senses of time which were in circulation in the medieval world, scholars from
a wide range of disciplines trace competing definitions and modes of temporality in the middle ages,
explainingtheir influence upon life and culture. The issues explored include anachronism as a
feature in earlier senses of time, perceptions of death and of the Last Judgement, time in literary
narratives and in music, constructions of timeas used in the professions, and original work on the
particular systems and technologies which were used for the keeping of time, such as clocks and
calendars. Contributors: PAUL BRAND, PETER BURKE, MARY J. CARRUTHERS, DEBORAH
DELIYANNIS, CHRISTOPHER HUMPHREY, ROBERT MARKUS, AD PUTTER, HOWARD WILLIAMS.
  daily life of a king in the middle ages: The Convent and the Community in Late Medieval
England Marilyn Oliva, 1998 Detailed study of female monasticism in the later middle ages, with
particular emphasis on the nuns' importance to the local community.
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