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Contemporary Theories in Sociology: Understanding Society Today

contemporary theories in sociology offer a fascinating lens through which to examine
the complex and ever-changing fabric of human society. As we navigate through the 21st
century, these theories provide fresh insights into social behavior, institutions, and cultural
dynamics, helping us make sense of phenomena ranging from digital communication to
globalization. Unlike classical theories that laid the groundwork for sociological inquiry,
contemporary perspectives emphasize fluidity, diversity, and the interconnectedness of
social forces in a rapidly evolving world.

What Defines Contemporary Theories in
Sociology?

Before diving into specific frameworks, it’s important to understand what sets
contemporary theories apart. While early sociological theories like functionalism or Marxism
focused on broad societal structures or class struggles, contemporary theories often
highlight the nuanced and multifaceted nature of social life. They take into account cultural
diversity, identity politics, power relations, and the impact of technology, among other
elements.

Moreover, these theories tend to be interdisciplinary, borrowing ideas from psychology,
anthropology, economics, and media studies. This cross-pollination enriches sociological
analysis and reflects the complexity of modern societies.

Key Contemporary Sociological Theories and
Their Contributions

1. Postmodernism and Social Fragmentation

Postmodern theory challenges the idea of grand narratives or universal truths, a hallmark of
earlier sociological thought. It argues that social reality is fragmented, subjective, and
shaped by multiple, often conflicting discourses. This theory pays special attention to how
media, language, and symbolism construct our understanding of identity and reality itself.

In the age of social media and digital culture, postmodernism helps explain the proliferation
of diverse identities and the breakdown of traditional social norms. Rather than seeing
society as a cohesive whole, it emphasizes plurality and the fluid boundaries between
reality and representation.



2. Critical Race Theory and Intersectionality

Emerging from legal studies and increasingly embraced in sociology, Critical Race Theory
(CRT) examines how race and racism are embedded in social structures and institutions. It
critiques the ways in which systemic inequalities persist, even in societies that claim to be
colorblind.

Closely related is the concept of intersectionality, which highlights how various social
categories like race, gender, class, and sexuality intersect to create unique experiences of
oppression or privilege. This approach has transformed sociological discussions around
identity and inequality by emphasizing the complexity of social hierarchies.

3. Symbolic Interactionism in a Digital Age

Symbolic interactionism, although a well-established theory, has found renewed relevance
in contemporary sociology through its application to online interactions. This micro-level
theory focuses on the meanings individuals attach to symbols, language, and social
interactions.

In today’s world, where much of our communication happens through digital platforms,
symbolic interactionism helps us understand how online identities are constructed and
negotiated. It sheds light on phenomena like virtual communities, online self-presentation,
and the social dynamics of internet culture.

4. Network Theory and Social Connectivity

Network theory explores how individuals and groups are connected through social ties.
Contemporary sociology uses this framework to analyze complex webs of relationships in
workplaces, communities, and even global systems.

With the rise of globalization and digital communication, social networks have become
more intricate and influential. Network theory helps explain patterns of influence,
information flow, and social capital, offering practical insights into everything from
marketing strategies to public health campaigns.

How Contemporary Theories Influence
Sociological Research and Practice

Contemporary sociological theories are not just abstract ideas; they actively shape how
researchers design studies, interpret data, and propose solutions to social problems. For
example, intersectional analysis encourages scholars to consider multiple dimensions of
identity in their research design, leading to more nuanced and inclusive findings.

Similarly, postmodern perspectives push researchers to question dominant narratives and



explore marginalized voices. This has expanded sociology’s focus to include previously
overlooked groups and experiences, enriching the discipline as a whole.

Integrating Technology and Sociology

One of the most exciting developments in contemporary sociology is the integration of
technology into theoretical frameworks. Digital sociology, for example, examines how
digital technologies transform social interactions, institutions, and cultural norms. Scholars
use big data and computational methods alongside traditional qualitative approaches to
capture the complexity of modern social life.

This blend of methods and theories reflects the dynamic nature of contemporary sociology,
which adapts to new realities while maintaining a commitment to understanding human
behavior in context.

Applying Contemporary Sociological Theories in
Everyday Life

You might wonder how these complex theories relate to everyday experiences.
Understanding contemporary theories in sociology can enhance your awareness of social
dynamics at play in your community, workplace, or even online spaces. For instance,
recognizing the role of intersectionality can foster empathy and inclusiveness by reminding
us that people's experiences are shaped by multiple social factors.

Likewise, being aware of network theory can help you navigate social connections more
effectively, whether it's building professional relationships or supporting community
initiatives. Postmodernism’s emphasis on diverse perspectives can encourage open-
mindedness and critical thinking in conversations about culture and identity.

Tips for Engaging with Sociological Theories

Stay curious: Sociology is ever-evolving, so keep an open mind about new theories
and perspectives.

Connect theory to real life: Try to observe social interactions and institutions
around you through the lens of these theories.

Read broadly: Explore interdisciplinary works that link sociology to psychology,
media studies, and beyond.

Discuss and debate: Engaging with others helps deepen your understanding and
exposes you to diverse viewpoints.



The Future of Sociological Theory

As society continues to change at a rapid pace, contemporary theories in sociology will
undoubtedly evolve to address new challenges and opportunities. Issues like climate
change, artificial intelligence, migration, and global pandemics demand fresh sociological
insights that can capture their complex social dimensions.

Emerging areas such as digital ethics, environmental justice, and transnationalism are likely
to inspire new theoretical models. Sociologists will continue to blend traditional approaches
with innovative ideas, ensuring that the discipline remains relevant and impactful.

Exploring contemporary theories in sociology opens a window into the intricate web of
human relationships and social structures in our modern world. Whether you are a student,
researcher, or simply a curious mind, understanding these perspectives enriches your grasp
of society’s many layers and prepares you to engage thoughtfully with the social issues
shaping our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are contemporary theories in sociology?
Contemporary theories in sociology refer to modern frameworks and perspectives that
analyze social phenomena, structures, and interactions, building upon or reacting to
classical sociological theories to explain current social dynamics.

How does symbolic interactionism explain social
behavior in contemporary society?
Symbolic interactionism focuses on the meanings individuals assign to symbols, language,
and interactions, suggesting that social reality is constructed through everyday
communication and interpretation, which helps explain behavior in contemporary social
contexts.

What role does conflict theory play in understanding
modern social inequalities?
Conflict theory examines power disparities and struggles between different social groups,
highlighting how economic, political, and social inequalities are maintained and challenged
in contemporary societies.

How has feminist theory evolved as a contemporary
sociological perspective?
Feminist theory has evolved to address diverse issues such as intersectionality, gender
roles, and systemic patriarchy, emphasizing the importance of gender equality and social
justice within contemporary sociological analysis.



In what ways does postmodern theory challenge
traditional sociological approaches?
Postmodern theory challenges grand narratives and objective truths, emphasizing
pluralism, fragmentation, and the fluidity of social identities, thereby questioning the
foundations of traditional sociological theories.

How do contemporary sociological theories incorporate
globalization?
Contemporary sociological theories incorporate globalization by analyzing how global
interconnectedness affects social structures, cultural exchanges, economic systems, and
identity formation across different societies.

Additional Resources
Contemporary Theories in Sociology: Navigating the Complexities of Modern Social Life

Contemporary theories in sociology offer critical insights into the ongoing
transformations within societies across the globe. These theories extend beyond classical
paradigms, addressing the multifaceted nature of social interactions, power dynamics,
identity, and globalization in the 21st century. As societies become increasingly complex
due to technological advancements, cultural shifts, and economic changes, the evolution of
sociological frameworks is essential for understanding modern social phenomena. This
article delves into key contemporary sociological theories, examining their foundations,
applications, and relevance in analyzing current social structures and challenges.

Understanding the Landscape of Contemporary
Sociological Theories

Unlike traditional sociological theories such as functionalism, conflict theory, and symbolic
interactionism, contemporary theories tend to emphasize fluidity, intersectionality, and the
impact of global interconnectedness. They often critique older models for their limitations in
addressing issues like identity politics, digital cultures, and transnationalism. Contemporary
theories in sociology thus incorporate interdisciplinary approaches and diverse
methodologies, reflecting the complexity of social life in an increasingly interconnected
world.

Structuration Theory: Bridging Agency and Structure

One of the prominent contemporary theories is Anthony Giddens’ Structuration Theory,
which seeks to reconcile the dichotomy between individual agency and social structure.
Giddens posits that social structures are both the medium and outcome of the practices
they recursively organize. This duality suggests that while individuals operate within



structural constraints, they also have the capacity to enact change through their actions.

Structuration Theory is significant for its nuanced understanding of social systems,
particularly in contexts where individuals navigate institutional norms while exercising
personal autonomy. It challenges deterministic views by emphasizing the dynamic interplay
between structure and agency, making it valuable for analyzing organizational behavior,
social norms, and power relations in modern societies.

Postmodernism and the Fragmentation of Social Reality

Postmodern sociological theory critiques grand narratives and universal truths, arguing that
reality is subjective and socially constructed through language, symbols, and discourse. It
highlights the fragmentation, diversity, and plurality of social experiences, rejecting the
notion of a single, overarching explanation for social phenomena.

In contemporary sociology, postmodernism influences the study of identity, culture, and
media by questioning fixed categories and emphasizing fluidity. For example, it informs
analyses of digital culture, where identities are performed and negotiated online, and
traditional boundaries between public and private spheres blur. However, critics argue that
postmodernism’s skepticism can lead to relativism, making it challenging to address
structural inequalities effectively.

Intersectionality: Mapping Complex Social Identities

Developed initially by Kimberlé Crenshaw, intersectionality has become a cornerstone of
contemporary sociological thought, particularly within feminist and critical race studies.
This theory examines how various social categories—such as race, gender, class, sexuality,
and ability—intersect to create unique experiences of oppression and privilege.

Intersectionality challenges one-dimensional analyses that overlook overlapping social
identities and systemic inequalities. By acknowledging the multiplicity of social positions, it
has transformed approaches to social justice, policy-making, and activism. Its application
extends beyond academic discourse, influencing movements advocating for marginalized
groups and informing inclusive institutional practices.

Pros: Offers a comprehensive framework to understand complex social inequalities;
promotes inclusivity in research and policy.

Cons: Complexity can make empirical application challenging; risk of
overcomplicating analyses without clear solutions.



Network Theory: Decoding Social Connections

Social network theory explores how relationships and social ties influence behavior,
information flow, and resource distribution within societies. Rather than focusing solely on
individuals or institutions, it examines the patterns and structures of connections that
shape social dynamics.

In contemporary sociology, network theory is crucial for understanding phenomena such as
the spread of information on social media, organizational collaborations, and community
resilience. It highlights the importance of weak ties and bridges in facilitating innovation
and social capital. The theory’s quantitative methods, including network mapping and
analysis, provide empirical rigor, making it widely applicable in both academic and practical
contexts.

Critical Theory and the Role of Power

Rooted in the Frankfurt School tradition, critical theory remains influential in examining the
intersections of culture, ideology, and power within society. Contemporary critical theorists
critique capitalist structures, media representations, and institutional practices that
perpetuate domination and inequality.

This theoretical lens foregrounds emancipation and social change, encouraging reflexivity
and critique of dominant paradigms. It intersects with other contemporary approaches,
such as intersectionality and postcolonial theory, to analyze systemic injustices and
envision alternative social arrangements. However, its often normative stance can be seen
as politically charged, leading to debates about objectivity in sociological research.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Contemporary theories in sociology continue to evolve, responding to rapid global changes
including digital transformation, climate crises, and shifting geopolitical landscapes. The
integration of technology-focused theories, such as digital sociology and surveillance
studies, exemplifies the discipline’s adaptability. These frameworks analyze how digital
environments reshape social interactions, identity formation, and power relations.

Moreover, theories addressing environmental sociology and sustainability are gaining
prominence, reflecting growing concerns about humanity’s impact on the planet. These
perspectives consider social structures and cultural beliefs that influence ecological
behaviors and policies.

As interdisciplinary collaboration intensifies, contemporary sociological theories
increasingly draw from psychology, anthropology, economics, and data science. This
synthesis enriches sociological analysis and enhances its relevance in policy and practice.

Exploring contemporary theories in sociology reveals a vibrant and dynamic field
committed to unpacking the complexities of modern life. By expanding the analytical toolkit



beyond classical frameworks, these theories enable nuanced understandings of social
phenomena and offer pathways for addressing pressing societal challenges.

Contemporary Theories In Sociology

  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theory Steven Loyal,
Sinisa Malesevic, 2020-10-12 Introducing you to the most important thinkers and schools of thought
in contemporary sociological theory – from Parsons and Merton to the Frankfurt School to Foucault,
Bourdieu, Giddens and Hochschild – this accessible textbook firmly locates key ideas in social,
political and historical context. By doing so, it helps you to understand the development of central
sociological concepts and how they can help us understand the contemporary world. The book
includes: Lively biographical sections so you can get to know each thinker Clear and
easy-to-understand accounts of each theorist’s arguments - and the most common criticisms Key
concept boxes highlighting the most influential ideas This comprehensive textbook brings the
diverse field of contemporary sociological theory to life. Essential reading for all students of
Sociology and Sociological Theory.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theory Doyle Paul
Johnson, 2008-03-29 This volume is designed as a basic text for upper level and graduate courses in
contemporary sociological theory. Most sociology programs require their majors to take at least one
course in sociological theory, sometimes two. A typical breakdown is between classical and
contemporary theory. Theory is perhaps one of the bro- est areas of sociological inquiry and serves
as a foundation or framework for more specialized study in specific substantive areas of the field. In
addition, the study of sociological theory can readily be related to various aspects of other social
science disciplines as well. From the very beginning sociology has been characterized by alternative
theoretical perspectives. Classical theory includes the European founding figures of the dis- pline
whose works were produced during the later half of the nineteenth century and the first couple of
decades of the twentieth century plus early American th- rists. For most of the second half of the
twentieth century, a fairly high consensus has developed among American sociologists regarding
these major founders, p- ticularly with regard to the works of Durkheim and Weber in analyzing the
overall society and of Simmel in analyzing social interaction processes. Since the late 1960s and
early 1970s the influence of Marx has also been recognized. Recent decades have also witnessed an
increased emphasis on the important contributions of several pioneering feminist perspectives in the
early years of sociology.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theory Craig Calhoun,
Joseph Gerteis, James Moody, Steven Pfaff, Indermohan Virk, 2022-04-14 The new edition of the
definitive undergraduate guide to contemporary sociological theory, with updated reading selections
throughout The fourth edition of Contemporary Sociological Theory offers a thorough introduction to
current perspectives and approaches in sociology and social science. Covering a broad range of
essential topics, this comprehensive volume provides students with the foundation necessary for
understanding the theoretical underpinnings of present-day debates in the diverse field. In-depth yet
accessible readings address micro-sociological analysis, symbolic interactionism, network theory,
phenomenology, critical theory, structuralism, feminist theory, and more. This classic text is fully
revised to incorporate the most representative and up-to-date material, including new readings
addressing debates on gender, power, and inequality. New editorial introductions clarify and
contextualize the selected readings, while up-to-date examples highlight connections to today’s
theoretical discussions. This authoritative survey of contemporary sociological theory: Presents
substantial primary source texts with detailed introductions, rather than brief excerpts and basic
overviews Examines the sociological theories of Foucault, Giddens, Bourdieu, and Habermas
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Discusses debates over modernity and postmodernity, crisis and change, and race and difference
Provides historical and intellectual perspective to each selected reading in the book Includes
extensive references to further readings and resources Contemporary Sociological Theory, Fourth
Edition provides the depth of coverage students require for undergraduate courses in social and
sociological theory as well as courses in wider social science programs such as human geography,
anthropology, criminology, and urban studies. In combination with its complement Classical
Sociological Theory, Fourth Edition, Contemporary Sociological Theory remains the most complete
overview of sociological theory available.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Theories and Theory Groups in Contemporary
American Sociology Nicholas C. Mullins, Carolyn J. Mullins, 1973 Thinking about theory; Past
theories: the background of contemporary american sociology; Contemporary theories and theory
groups: the changing scene.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Theories in the Sociology of
Education Jack Demaine, 1981-05-01
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical
Roots George Ritzer, Jeffrey N. Stepnisky, 2021-07-15
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theories Alan Wells, 1978
  contemporary theories in sociology: Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory Scott
Appelrouth, Laura Desfor Edles, 2008 A unique hybrid of text and readings, this book combines the
major writings of sociology′s core classical and contemporary theorists with an historical as well as
theoretical framework for understanding them. Laura Desfor Edles and Scott A Appelrouth provide
not just a biographical and theoretical summary of each theorist/reading, but an overarching
scaffolding which students can use to examine, compare and contrast each theorists′ major themes
and concepts. No other theory text combines such student-friendly explanation and analysis with
original theoretical works. Key features include: * Pedagogical devices and visual aids - charts,
figures and photographs - to help summarize key concepts, illuminate complex ideas and provoke
student interest * Chapters on well-known figures, such as Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Parsons and
Foucault as well as an in-depth discussion of lesser known voices, such as Charlotte Perkins-Gilman,
WEB Du Bois, and Leslie Sklair * Photos of not only the theorists, but of the historical milieu from
which the theories arose as well as a glossary at the back
  contemporary theories in sociology: Handbook of Contemporary Sociological Theory
Seth Abrutyn, 2016-06-22 This Handbook provides the hidden common threads that tie sociological
inquiry together and featuring eminent scholars, it separates itself from its predecessors in
substance and organization. Rather than rehashing old debates or longingly gazing at the past, this
book presents sociologists with new ways of conceptualizing the organization and presentation of
sociological theory. At the heart of this Handbook’s vision is the twin goals of making theory a viable
enterprise by reconceptualizing how we teach theory and keeping theory closely tied to its empirical
applications. Three strategies are offered: (1) Elucidating how classic issues like integration or
interaction are interrogated today; (2) Presenting a coherent vision of the social levels of reality that
theorists work on such as communities, groups, and the self as well as how the coherence of these
levels speaks to the macro-micro link; and, (3) Theorizing the social world rather than celebrating
theorists or theories; that is, one can look at how theory is used holistically to understand the
constraints the social world places on our lived experience or the dynamics of social change. Hence,
in the second decade of the 21st century, it has become clear that sociology is at a crossroads as the
number of theorists and amount of theory available is increasingly unmanageable and unknowable
by the vast majority of professionals and students. As such, this Handbook of Contemporary
Sociological Theory presents the novice and the expert with the a roadmap for traversing this
crossroad and building a more coherent, robust, and cumulative sociology.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theory Bert N Adams, R
A Sydie, 2002-01-16 The strengths of this text are the breadth of theories covered; the integration of
gender-related topics3⁄4 family, work, religion; the use of substantial quotes from primary texts; the



consistent inclusion of methodological issues....I have no doubt that it will find a solid position in the
field of theory texts. --Kathleen Slobin, North Dakota State University A concise, yet surprisingly
comprehensive theory text, given the range of ideas, historical context, and theorists discussed.
Unlike other books of the type, Contemporary Sociological Theory focuses on how the pivotal
theories contributed not only to the development of the field, but also to the evolution of ideas
concerning social life.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theory Jonathan H.
Turner, 2012-09-20 Written by award-winning scholar, Jonathan Turner, Contemporary Sociological
Theory covers the range of diversity of theory in nine theoretical traditions, and variants of
theoretical approaches in these traditions. The result is a comprehensive review of present-day
theorizing in sociology covering functional, evolutionary, ecological, conflict, interactionist,
exchange, structuralist, cultural, and critical theories and the major proponents of these theories.
Moreover, for each theoretical tradition, it origins are examined in a separate chapter with an eye to
how classical theorists influenced the work of key contemporary scholars. This book will serve as a
valuable resource for those readers seeking in-depth and comprehensive coverage of contemporary
traditions in their historical contexts. Unlike many texts, coverage is comprehensive and deep. The
theories and their origins are examined in detail so that readers can fully understand the origins and
present profile of theories in present-day sociology. Unlike many texts that skim over theories on the
surface, this book seeks to unlock for the reader their underlying structure of each theory. The book
is written in a modular format so that theories and traditions can be examined in any order, and in
many diverse combinations. If desired, only the contemporary theories can be read without attention
to their historical contexts, or the reverse is true if readers want to understand the historical origins
of a particular theoretical tradition. Since Jonathan Turner is an active theorist in his own right, he
brings to the book an appreciation of how theories are created as an insider rather than as only a
commentator on theory. As such, he is able to bring out the underlying assumptions, structure, and
form of a theory in new and interesting ways for casual readers and scholars alike.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era Scott
Appelrouth, Laura Desfor Edles, 2007 Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era: Text and
Readings features well-edited original writings from sociologyÆs core contemporary theorists
witháintroductory text that provides aáhistorical and theoretical framework for understanding these
works. Authors Scott Appelrouth and Laura Desfor Edles use this unique text/reader approach to
introduce students to sociological theory in a lively and engaging fashion.áKey Features:Enables
students to compare and contrast core concepts and ideas: This book provides not just a
biographical and theoretical summary of each theorist/reading, but an overarching theoretical
framework with which to understand, compare, and contrast these selections. The authors rely on
original texts to derive new meaning and excitement of sociological theory. áStresses contemporary
applications and examples: In addition to chapters on well-known figures, there is also an in-depth
discussion of lesser known voices. The social and intellectual milieu in which the selections were
written is discussed, as well as their contemporary relevance. Thus, the book connects these
seemingly disparate works not only theoretically but also via concrete applications to todayÆs
world.Provides a variety of visuals and pedagogical devices: Charts, figures, photographs, and
discussion questions help summarize key concepts, illuminate complex ideas, and provoke student
interest. No other theory text combines such ôstudent-friendlyö explanation and analysis with
original theoretical works.á áIntended Audience:This is an excellent text for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students studying sociological theory in courses such as Contemporary
Sociological Theory, Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory, and Sociological Theory
  contemporary theories in sociology: Sociological Theory John Scott, 2023-01-13 This
thoroughly revised and updated third edition provides an expanded analysis of the nature and future
of sociological theory. It offers new sections on feminist, post-colonial, and critical race theories, as
well as a discussion of theories of system, structure and complexity.
  contemporary theories in sociology: New Directions in Contemporary Sociological Theory



Joseph Berger, Morris Zelditch (Jr.), 2002 This book introduces some of the most influential recent
sociological theories, each covered in an essay written by the theory's founder or by a leading
exponent. Presented in nontechnical language, each essay reviews the key positions and supporting
research; many incorporate discussion of critical or opposing positions. This unique book serves as
an invaluable advanced introduction or review for graduate or upper-level students who want to gain
an understanding of important theoretical advances. Visit our website for sample chapters!
  contemporary theories in sociology: Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory
Scott Appelrouth, 2008
  contemporary theories in sociology: The Cambridge Handbook of Social Theory: Volume 2,
Contemporary Theories and Issues Peter Kivisto, 2020-12-17 This ambitious two-volume handbook of
social theory consists of forty original contributions. The researchers take stock of the state of social
theory and its relationship to the canon, exploring such topics as the nature, purpose, and meaning
of social theory; the significance of the classics; the impact of specific individual and theory schools;
and more. Both volumes reflect a mixture of what intellectual historian Morton White distinguished
as the 'annalist of ideas' and the 'analyst of ideas,' locating theoretical thought within the larger
socio-historical context that shaped it - within the terrain of the sociology of knowledge. Exploring
the contemporary relevance of theories in a manner that is historically situated and sensitive, this
impressive and comprehensive set will likely stand the test of time.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Social and Sociological Theory
Kenneth Allan, 2012-12-04 In the Third Edition of Ken Allan′s highly-praised Contemporary Social
and Sociological Theory book, sociological theories and theorists are explored using a
straightforward approach and conversational, jargon-free language. Filled with examples drawn
from everyday life, this edition highlights diversity in contemporary society, exploring theories of
race, gender, and sexuality that address some of today′s most important social concerns. Through
this textbook students will learn to think theoretically and apply theory to their own lives.
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Thinkers and Theories
Sandro Segre, 2014
  contemporary theories in sociology: Contemporary Sociological Theories Pitirim
Aleksandrovich Sorokin, 1928
  contemporary theories in sociology: Theories and Paradigms in Contemporary Sociology R.
Serge Denisoff, Orel Callahan, Mark H. Levine, 1974 Explains the beneficial effects of periodic fires
to forests and their wildlife.
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