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American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction by David A. Gerber

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber offers readers
a concise yet rich exploration of one of the most complex and defining
aspects of United States history and society. In this engaging book, Gerber
distills decades of scholarship into an accessible narrative that captures
the waves, challenges, and cultural shifts brought about by immigration to
America. Whether you’re a student, a history buff, or simply curious about
the forces shaping American identity, this introduction provides a thoughtful
roadmap through immigration’s past and present.

Understanding the Context of American
Immigration

To appreciate the insights in David A. Gerber’s work, it’s important to grasp
the broader context of American immigration. The United States has been
shaped profoundly by the arrival of millions of immigrants from diverse
backgrounds, each wave adding layers to the nation’s cultural fabric. From
early settlers and indentured servants to the mass migrations of the 19th and
20th centuries, immigration has been at the heart of America’s evolving
story.

Gerber’s book highlights how immigration is not merely a demographic
phenomenon but a dynamic social and political force. The stories of
immigrants—whether fleeing famine, persecution, or seeking economic
opportunity—reflect both the promise and challenges of the American dream.
This historical perspective helps readers see beyond headlines and statistics
to the human experiences behind immigration debates.

The Historical Waves of Immigration

One of the strengths of american immigration a very short introduction david
a gerber is its clear breakdown of immigration patterns over time. Gerber
divides American immigration history into distinct waves, each with unique
characteristics:

e The Colonial Period: Early European settlers, including English, Dutch,
and German immigrants, who laid the foundations of the American
colonies.

e 19th Century Mass Migration: Large influxes from Ireland, Germany, and
later Southern and Eastern Europe, driven by industrialization and

political upheavals.

e Early 20th Century: Restrictive immigration laws begin to shape who can
enter, reflecting nativist sentiments and racial biases.

e Post-1965 Immigration Reform: A major shift that diversified immigrant



origins, welcoming more Asians, Hispanics, and others.

Gerber’s approach helps readers trace how immigration policies, economic
needs, and global events influenced who came to America and how they
integrated.

Key Themes in David A. Gerber’s Introduction to
American Immigration

Gerber’s book isn’t just a timeline; it delves into themes that resonate
today, making it a valuable resource for understanding ongoing immigration
issues.

Immigration and Identity

One fascinating aspect Gerber explores is how immigration challenges and
reshapes American identity. Immigrants bring new languages, religions, and
customs that enrich American culture but also sometimes provoke tensions.
Gerber discusses the concept of “assimilation” versus “pluralism,” explaining
how different groups have navigated the balance between maintaining their
heritage and becoming part of the larger American society.

This theme is especially relevant in today’s multicultural landscape, where
questions of belonging and citizenship continue to spark debate. Gerber’s
insights help readers appreciate the complexity behind these conversations.

Immigration Policy and Politics

Another critical focus is the evolution of immigration law and policy. From
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 to the Immigration Act of 1924 and beyond,
Gerber outlines how legislation has reflected broader social attitudes and
power structures. He also addresses how immigration policies have been used
selectively to include or exclude certain groups based on race, nationality,
or economic status.

Understanding this history is essential for anyone interested in current
immigration reform debates. Gerber’s concise explanation provides clarity on
why policies are often contentious and how they impact immigrant communities.

Economic Impact of Immigration

Gerber doesn’t shy away from discussing the economic dimensions of
immigration. Historically, immigrants have filled crucial labor shortages,
contributed to entrepreneurial ventures, and driven innovation. However, they
have also faced exploitation and economic marginalization.

The book highlights the dual nature of immigration’s economic effects—both
opportunities and challenges—which is key to nuanced discussions about



immigration’s role in America’s economy.

Why Choose “American Immigration: A Very Short
Introduction”?

For those seeking a well-rounded, readable entry point into American
immigration history, David A. Gerber’s book stands out. Here are some reasons
why it’s a valuable addition to your reading list:

e Concise yet comprehensive: It offers a broad overview without
overwhelming detail, perfect for newcomers.

e Accessible language: Gerber writes clearly and engagingly, making
complex topics understandable.

e Balanced perspective: The book acknowledges multiple viewpoints,
avoiding simplistic narratives.

e Contextual relevance: It connects past immigration trends with current
social and political issues.

Whether you want to understand the historical roots of immigration debates or
gain insight into the cultural shifts in America, this book serves as an
excellent primer.

Exploring Further: Related Topics and Resources

If you find yourself intrigued by the themes in american immigration a very
short introduction david a gerber, there are several related subjects worth
exploring to deepen your understanding.

Immigration and American Culture

Exploring how immigrant communities have influenced American cuisine, music,
literature, and traditions can offer a richer appreciation of the nation’s
diversity. Many immigrant groups have left lasting legacies that continue to
shape American life today.

Contemporary Immigration Challenges

Issues like border security, undocumented immigration, refugee policies, and
integration remain hot-button topics. Gerber’s historical insights provide a
foundation for understanding these debates in a broader context.



Comparative Immigration Studies

Looking at immigration patterns in other countries, such as Canada or
Australia, can highlight what makes the American experience unique and what
challenges are shared globally.

Tips for Readers Engaging with Immigration
History

When diving into books like Gerber’s, it helps to keep a few strategies in
mind to get the most out of your reading:

1. Reflect on personal biases: Immigration is often emotionally charged, so
approach the material with an open mind.

2. Connect historical events to current issues: Try to see how past
policies and attitudes influence today’s immigration landscape.

3. Consider multiple perspectives: Remember that immigration affects a wide
range of people—from newcomers to native-born citizens.

4. Engage with supplementary materials: Documentaries, interviews, and
firsthand accounts can enrich your understanding.

By approaching American immigration history thoughtfully, readers can develop
a deeper empathy for the immigrant experience and a more informed perspective
on policy discussions.

David A. Gerber'’'s american immigration a very short introduction is a
compelling entry point into the multifaceted story of immigration in the
United States. Its blend of historical depth, thematic clarity, and
accessible prose makes it a must-read for anyone interested in the forces
that have shaped—and continue to shape—the American nation. Whether you’re
exploring academic topics or personal curiosity, Gerber’s introduction opens
the door to a richer understanding of what immigration has meant in America’s
past and what it means today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'American Immigration: A
Very Short Introduction' by David A. Gerber?

The book provides a concise overview of the history, policies, and social
impacts of immigration to the United States.



Who is David A. Gerber?

David A. Gerber is a historian specializing in American immigration history
and the author of 'American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction.'

Does the book cover the history of immigration in the
United States?

Yes, 1t covers key periods and waves of immigration throughout American
history.

How does the book address contemporary immigration
issues?

It discusses modern immigration policies, debates, and the challenges faced
by immigrants today.

Is 'American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction'
suitable for beginners?

Yes, it is designed to provide a clear and accessible introduction for
readers new to the topic.

What themes are explored in the book?

Themes include the economic, cultural, and political impacts of immigration,
as well as legal and social challenges.

Does the book include perspectives from immigrants
themselves?

While primarily historical and analytical, it incorporates immigrant
experiences to illustrate key points.

How long is the book 'American Immigration: A Very
Short Introduction'?

The book is relatively brief, typically around 150 pages, fitting the 'Very
Short Introduction' series format.

Why is this book relevant for understanding current
American immigration debates?

It provides historical context and insight into the evolution of immigration
policies, helping readers understand current issues more deeply.

Additional Resources

American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction by David A. Gerber

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber offers a



concise, authoritative overview of one of the most complex and enduring
phenomena shaping the United States. As immigration continues to be a potent
force in American social, political, and economic spheres, Gerber’s work
provides an essential primer that distills the history, policies, and
cultural implications surrounding this topic. In this review, we delve into
the book’s analytical framework, its treatment of immigration waves, and its
relevance in contemporary discourse.

Understanding the Scope of American Immigration

In "American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction," David A. Gerber
approaches the subject with a broad yet focused lens. He situates immigration
not merely as a demographic fact but as a dynamic process intertwined with
national identity, economic development, and legal frameworks. The book
traces immigration patterns from the colonial era to the present day,
highlighting how shifts in policy and public sentiment have influenced who
enters the country and under what conditions.

Gerber’s narrative is marked by clarity and balance, avoiding the pitfalls of
ideological bias that often cloud immigration debates. He effectively
contextualizes the waves of immigrants—Irish and German in the 19th century,
Southern and Eastern Europeans in the early 20th century, and more recent
arrivals from Latin America and Asia—explaining their distinct motivations
and the challenges they faced. This historical perspective is crucial for
readers seeking to understand the persistence of immigration as a defining
element of American society.

The Historical Waves of Immigration

One of the strengths of Gerber’s introduction is its chronological
organization, which allows readers to grasp the evolution of immigration
across centuries. He identifies key periods marked by significant influxes
and the socio-political responses they provoked:

e Colonial and Early Republic Era: Initial settlers primarily from Europe,
setting the stage for a diverse population.

e Mid-19th Century: Massive Irish and German migration due to famine and
political unrest, highlighting early immigration challenges and labor
competition.

e Late 19th to Early 20th Century: The arrival of Southern and Eastern
Europeans, accompanied by rising nativism and restrictive legislation
such as the Immigration Act of 1924.

e Post-1965 Immigration: The Immigration and Nationality Act reforms,
which shifted the demographic composition toward Latin America and Asia,
reflecting global economic and political changes.

Gerber’s concise yet informative treatment of these periods underscores how
immigration policies evolved in response to economic demands, racial and
ethnic considerations, and geopolitical events.



Legal Frameworks and Policy Shifts

Central to Gerber’s analysis is the interplay between immigration laws and
the broader social climate. "American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction"
offers a detailed examination of landmark legislation and judicial decisions
that have shaped immigrant experiences.

Gerber illuminates the contradictions within U.S. immigration policy: the
nation’s historic self-image as a land of opportunity versus the reality of
exclusionary laws targeting specific ethnic groups. The Chinese Exclusion Act
of 1882 and quotas based on national origins exemplify this tension. More
recent policy developments, such as the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA), reflect ongoing debates about legality, humanitarian
concerns, and national security.

This focus on legal aspects enriches the reader’s understanding of
immigration as not only a personal journey but also a political battleground,
where definitions of citizenship and belonging are continuously contested.

The Socioeconomic Impact of Immigration

Gerber’s exploration extends beyond history and law to the economic and
social ramifications of immigration. He addresses how immigrant labor has
fueled industrial growth, contributed to innovation, and reshaped urban
landscapes. At the same time, the book acknowledges challenges such as labor
exploitation, cultural conflicts, and integration difficulties.

By presenting empirical data alongside anecdotal evidence, Gerber avoids
simplistic portrayals. For example, he notes that immigrants often fill
essential roles in sectors like agriculture, manufacturing, and technology,
yet face systemic barriers to upward mobility. This nuanced discussion aids
readers in appreciating both the benefits and complexities of immigration.

Contemporary Relevance and Debates

"American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction" remains highly relevant
amid current immigration debates. Gerber’s balanced approach provides a
foundation for understanding contentious issues, including border security,
refugee admissions, and the impact of undocumented immigrants.

The book encourages readers to consider immigration within a global context,
recognizing how international conflicts, economic disparities, and climate
change influence migration patterns. Gerber also highlights the role of
immigrant communities in shaping American culture, politics, and economy,
demonstrating that immigration is not a static phenomenon but a constantly
evolving element of national life.

Strengths and Limitations

While Gerber’s work excels in clarity and breadth, some readers may find the
brevity of the "Very Short Introduction" format limiting. Complex topics such
as the intersectionality of race, gender, and immigration status receive less



in-depth treatment than in longer academic studies. However, the book’s
concise nature serves as a strength for those seeking an accessible, reliable
starting point.

Moreover, Gerber’s neutral tone and avoidance of overt advocacy allow the
text to function as an educational resource rather than a polemic, a feature
valuable to educators, students, and policymakers alike.

Key Takeaways from David A. Gerber’'s
Introduction

e Tmmigration is a multifaceted phenomenon shaped by historical, legal,
economic, and cultural forces.

e U.S. immigration policy reflects tensions between inclusivity and
exclusion, influenced by shifting social and political landscapes.

e Tmmigrants have played a critical role in shaping America’s development
while facing persistent challenges.

e Current immigration debates benefit from a historical perspective to
understand ongoing complexities.

By weaving these insights throughout the narrative, Gerber equips readers
with a foundational understanding that is both comprehensive and thought-
provoking.

American immigration remains a vital topic with profound implications for the
nation’s future, and David A. Gerber’s "American Immigration: A Very Short
Introduction" stands out as an essential contribution to the
literature—providing clarity, context, and critical analysis in a compact,
accessible format.

American Immigration A Very Short Introduction David A
Gerber

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: American Immigration: A
Very Short Introduction David A. Gerber, 2011-06-01 Americans have come from every corner of the
globe, and they have been brought together by a variety of historical processes--conquest,
colonialism, the slave trade, territorial acquisition, and voluntary immigration. A thoughtful look at
immigration, anti-immigration sentiments, and the motivations and experiences of the migrants
themselves, this book offers a compact but wide-ranging look at one of America's persistent
hot-button issues. Historian David Gerber begins by examining the many legal efforts to curb
immigration and to define who is and is not an American, ranging from the Naturalization Law of
1795 (which applied only to free-born white persons) to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, the
Emergency Quota Act of 1921, and the reform-minded Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965,
which opened the door to millions of newcomers, the vast majority from Asia and Latin America. The
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book also looks at immigration from the perspective of the migrant--farmers and industrial workers,
mechanics and domestics, highly trained professionals and small-business owners--who willingly
pulled up stakes for the promise of a better life. Throughout, the book sheds light on the
relationships between race and ethnicity in the life of these groups and in the formation of American
society, and it stresses the marked continuities across waves of immigration and across different
racial and ethnic groups. A fascinating and even-handed historical account, this book puts into
perspective the longer history of calls for stronger immigration laws and the on-going debates over
the place of immigrants in American society. About the Series: Combining authority with wit,
accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most
interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary
thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud,
quantum theory to Islam.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: The U.S. Constitution:
A Very Short Introduction David J. Bodenhamer, 2018-03-15 Though the U.S. Constitution was
ratified in 1788, its impact on our lives is as recent as today's news. Claims and counterclaims about
the constitutionality of governmental actions are a habit of American politics. This document, which
its framers designed to limit power, often has made political conflict inevitable. It also has
accommodated and legitimized the political and social changes of a vibrant, powerful democratic
nation. A product of history's first modern revolution, the Constitution embraced a new formula for
government: it restrained power on behalf of liberty, but it also granted power to promote and
protect liberty. The U.S. Constitution: A Very Short Introduction explores the major themes that
have shaped American constitutional history: federalism, the balance of powers, property,
representation, equality, rights, and security. Informed by the latest scholarship, this book places
constitutional history within the context of American political and social history. As our nation's
circumstances have changed, so has our Constitution. Today we face serious challenges to the
nation's constitutional legacy. Endless wars, a sharply divided electorate, economic inequality, and
immigration, along with a host of other issues, have placed demands on government and on society
that test our constitutional values. Understanding how the Constitution has evolved will help us
adapt its principles to the challenges of our age. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: American Legal History: A
Very Short Introduction G. Edward White, 2014 This Very Short Introduction demonstrates the
pivotal role of law in American life. Chapters focus on the legal history of Indian tribes, slavery,
property rights, the relationship of law to entrepreneurial activity, crime and punishment, domestic
relations, civil injuries and tort law, as well as legal education and the legal profession.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: International
Migration: A Very Short Introduction Khalid Koser, 2016-06-16 In recent years, global migration
has transformed in terms of its numbers and reach, its political significance, and its impact. The
rising rates of international migration have been matched by growing public and media interest
around the world. Today, the political and media attention on migration and greater public interest
and concern feed into an international debate that is all too often poorly informed and one-sided.
This Very Short Introduction looks at the phenomenon of international human migration - both legal
and illegal - and offers an objective stance on the topic, and its benefits and challenges. Khalid Koser
reveals the opportunities migration presents that must be taken advantage of in the current
economic climate, and debunks common myths to demonstrate that society, as we now know it,
cannot function without migrants. Using interviews with migrants from around the world, Koser
presents the human side of issues such as asylum, human trafficking, migrant smuggling, and the
international labour force, inviting readers to come to their own conclusions on the international



migration situation today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Dante: A Very Short
Introduction Peter Hainsworth, David Robey, 2015-02-26 In this Very Short Introduction, Peter
Hainsworth and David Robey take a different approach to Dante, by examining the main themes and
issues that run through all of his work, ranging from autobiography, to understanding God and the
order of the universe. In doing so, they highlight what has made Dante a vital point of reference for
modern writers and readers, both inside and outside Italy. They emphasize the distinctive and
dynamic interplay in Dante's writing between argument, ideas, and analysis on the one hand, and
poetic imagination on the other. Dante was highly concerned with the political and intellectual
issues of his time, demonstrated most powerfully in his notorious work, The Divine Comedy. Tracing
the tension between the medieval and modern aspects, Hainsworth and Robey provide a clear
insight into the meaning of this masterpiece of world literature. They highlight key figures and
episodes in the poem, bringing out the originality and power of Dante's writing to help readers
understand the problems that Dante wanted his audience to confront but often left up to the reader
to resolve. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: The Body: A Very Short
Introduction Chris Shilling, 2016-01-28 The human body is thought of conventionally as a
biological entity, with its longevity, morbidity, size and even appearance determined by genetic
factors immune to the influence of society or culture. Since the mid-1980s, however, there has been
a rising awareness of how our bodies, and our perception of them, are influenced by the social,
cultural and material contexts in which humans live. Drawing on studies of sex and gender,
education, governance, the economy, and religion, Chris Shilling demonstrates how our physical
being allows us to affect the material and virtual world around us, yet also enables governments to
shape and direct our thoughts and actions. Revealing how social relationships, cultural images, and
technological and medical advances shape our perceptions and awareness, he exposes the
limitations of traditional Western traditions of thought that elevate the mind over the body as that
which defines us as human. Dealing with issues ranging from cosmetic and transplant surgery, the
performance of gendered identities, the commodification of bodies and body parts, and the violent
consequences of competing conceptions of the body as sacred, Shilling provides a compelling
account of why body matters present contemporary societies with a series of urgent and inescapable
challenges. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Hollywood: A Very Short
Introduction Peter Decherney, 2015-12-17 In this engaging and readable book, Peter Decherney tells
the story of Hollywood, from its nineteenth-century origins to the emergence of internet media
empires. He recounts how the studio system rose out of the ashes of Thomas Edison's trust to create
the handful of companies that have dominated global screens and imaginations for more than 100
years. Throughout, he reveals that the elements we take to be a natural part of the Hollywood
experience--stars, genre-driven storytelling, blockbuster franchises, etc.--are really the product of
cultural, political, and commercial forces. In many ways, Hollywood has remained the same for over
a century. It has always been a global industry based in the U.S., and its storytelling has always
unfolded across media, adapting plays, book, and comics and spinning off product tie-ins, television



series, and social media campaigns. But major events have also continually remade Hollywood. The
studios have weathered wars, disruptive new technologies, and competition by adopting a strategy
of risk management and assimilation. This book explores the challenges of new technologies,
including sound, home video, and computer graphics. And it examines Hollywood's responses to
World War II, independent film movements, and regulations imposed by Washington. Hollywood: A
Very Short Introduction is filled with discussions of well-known movies, stars, and directors,
encapsulating the past century of research on Hollywood while adding many original insights and
stories. It is the perfect introduction for readers who want to better understand the history and
functioning of our screen-saturated world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Law: A Very Short
Introduction Raymond Wacks, 2015-09-24 Law is at the heart of every society, protecting rights,
imposing duties, and establishing a framework for the conduct of almost all social, political, and
economic activity. Despite this, the law often seems a highly technical, perplexing mystery, with its
antiquated and often impenetrable jargon, obsolete procedures, and endless stream of complex
statutes and legislation. In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks introduces the major
branches of the law, describing what lawyers do, and how courts operate, and considers the
philosophy of law and its pursuit of justice, freedom, and equality. In this second edition, Wacks
locates the discipline in our contemporary world, considering the pressures of globalization and
digitalisation and the nature of the law in our culture of threatened security and surveillance.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: International Law: A
Very Short Introduction Vaughan Lowe, 2015-11-26 Interest in international law has increased
greatly over the past decade, largely because of its central place in discussions such as the Iraq War
and Guantanamo, the World Trade Organisation, the anti-capitalist movement, the Kyoto Convention
on climate change, and the apparent failure of the international system to deal with the situations in
Palestine and Darfur, and the plights of refugees and illegal immigrants around the world. This Very
Short Introduction explains what international law is, what its role in international society is, and
how it operates. Vaughan Lowe examines what international law can and cannot do and what it is
and what it isn't doing to make the world a better place. Focussing on the problems the world faces,
Lowe uses terrorism, environmental change, poverty, and international violence to demonstrate the
theories and practice of international law, and how the principles can be used for international
co-operation.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: The Enlightenment: A
Very Short Introduction John Robertson, 2015-09-24 A foundational moment in the history of
modern European thought, the Enlightenment continues to be a reference point for philosophers,
scholars and opinion-formers. To many it remains the inspiration of our commitments to the
betterment of the human condition. To others, it represents the elevation of one set of European
values to the world, many of whose peoples have quite different values. But what is the relationship
between the historical Enlightenment and the idea of 'Enlightenment’, and can these two
understandings be reconciled? In this Very Short Introduction, John Robertson offers a concise
historical introduction to the Enlightenment as an intellectual movement of eighteenth-century
Europe. Discussing its intellectual achievements, he also explores how its supporters exploited new
ways of communicating their ideas to a wider public, creating a new 'public sphere' for critical
discussion of the moral, economic and political issues facing their societies. ABOUT THE SERIES:



The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Medieval Literature: A
Very Short Introduction Elaine Treharne, 2015-09-24 This Very Short Introduction provides a
compelling account of the emergence of the earliest literature in Britain and Ireland, including
English, Welsh, Scottish, Irish, Anglo-Latin and Anglo-Norman. Introducing the reader to some of the
greatest poetry, prose and drama ever written, Elaine Treharne discusses the historical and
intellectual background to these works, and considers the physical production of the manuscripts
and the earliest beginnings of print culture. Covering both well-known texts, such as Beowulf, The
Canterbury Tales and the Mabinogion, as well as texts that are much less familiar, such as sermons,
saints' lives, lyrics and histories, Treharne discusses major themes such as sin and salvation,
kingship and authority, myth and the monstrous, and provides a full, but brief, account of one of the
major periods in literary history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Environmental Politics: A
Very Short Introduction Andrew Dobson, 2016-01-28 Environmental politics has many faces and
operates at multiple scales: it preoccupies individuals as well as governments, drives local
agreements as well as international treaties, results in minor business changes as well as wholesale
business decisions, and fluctuates between a politics of protest and one of accommodation. In this
Very Short Introduction Andrew Dobson offers a lively and comprehensive commentary on the many
facets of environmental politics today. Looking towards the future, he asks whether environmental
politics will be comfortably accommodated by mainstream politics, or whether the advent of the
Anthropocene - a whole new geological epoch driven by human impact on the environment - will
herald a break with the politics of growth that has dominated social life since the beginning of the
Industrial Revolution. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Criminal Justice: A Very
Short Introduction Julian V. Roberts, 2015-08-27 The criminal justice system is wide ranging; from
the crimes themselves and policing to the sentencing of offenders and prisons. In this Very Short
Introduction Julian V. Roberts draws upon the latest research and current practices from a number
of different countries around the world. Focusing on the adversarial model of justice found in
common law countries such as the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia, he
discusses topics such as the uses of imprisonment, the effects of capital punishment, and the
purposes of sentencing. Considering the role of the victim throughout the criminal justice system, as
well as public knowledge and attitudes towards criminal justice, Roberts critically assesses the way
in which the system functions and its importance around the world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Nuclear Physics: A Very
Short Introduction Frank Close, 2015-07-23 Nuclear physics began long before the identification of
fundamental particles, with J. J. Thomson's discovery of the electron at the end of the 19th century,




which implied the existence of a positive charge in the atom to make it neutral. In this Very Short
Introduction Frank Close gives an account of how this area of physics has progressed, including the
recognition of how heavy nuclei are built up in the cores of stars and in supernovae, the
identification of quarks and gluons, and the development of quantum chromodynamics (QCD).
Exploring key concepts such as the stability of different configurations of protons and neutrons in
nuclei, Frank Close shows how nuclear physics brings the physics of the stars to Earth and provides
us with important applications, particularly in medicine. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Structural Engineering: A
Very Short Introduction David Blockley, 2014-09-25 Have you ever wondered how it's possible to
build a skyscraper, a big bridge, a jumbo jet, or a cruise liner? Everything has structure. Structure is
the difference between a random pile of components and a fully functional object. Through structure
the parts connect to make the whole. Natural structures vary from the very smallest part of an atom
to the entire cosmology of the universe. Man-made structures include buildings, bridges, dams,
ships, aeroplanes, rockets, trains, cars and fair-ground rides and all forms of artefacts, even large
artistic sculptures. The wide range of different industries in which structural engineers work
includes construction, transport, manufacturing, and aerospace. In this Very Short Introduction,
David Blockley explores, in non-technical language, what structural engineering is all about,
including examples ranging from the Shard in London and the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco
to jumbo jets like the A380 and the Queen Elizabeth cruise liner. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Ancient Greece: A Very
Short Introduction Paul Cartledge, 2011-10-27 A highly stimulating Very Short Introduction to the
history of Ancient Greek civilization, from the first documented use of the Greek language in about
1400 BCE, through the glories of the Classical and Hellenistic periods, to the foundation of the
Byzantine empire in about CE 330.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Minerals: A Very Short
Introduction David Vaughan, 2014-10-23 Minerals existed long before any forms of life, playing a key
role in the origin and evolution of life; an interaction with biological systems that we are only now
beginning to understand. Exploring the traditional strand of mineralogy, which emphasises the
important mineral families, the well-established analytical methods (optical microscopy and X-ray
diffraction) and the dramatic developments made in techniques over recent decades, David Vaughan
also introduces the modern strand of mineralogy, which explores the role minerals play in the plate
tectonic cycle and how they interact with the living world. Demonstrating how minerals can be
critical for human health and illness by providing essential nutrients and releasing poisons, Vaughan
explores the multitude of ways in which minerals have aided our understanding of the world. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: God: A Very Short
Introduction John Bowker, 2014-09-25 Who or what is God? How do different religions interpret
God's existence? How can we know God? Many people believe in God; not just throughout history
but also in the present day. But who or what is it they believe in? Many different and sometimes
conflicting answers have been suggested to this question. This Very Short Introduction explores




some of the answers provided by philosophers, poets, and theologians, and considers why some
people believe in God and others do not. John Bowker explores how the major religions established
their own distinctive beliefs about God and how they interpret God's existence, and concludes by
looking at how our understanding of God continues to evolve. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Geoffrey Chaucer: A
Very Short Introduction David Wallace, 2019-08-22 Originally writing over 600 years ago,
Geoffrey Chaucer is today enjoying a global renaissance. Why do poets, translators, and audiences
from so many cultures, from the mountains of Iran to the islands of Japan, find Chaucer so inspiring?
In part this is down to the character and sheer inventiveness of Chaucer's work. At the time
Chaucer's writings were not just literary adventures, but also a means of convincing the world that
poetry and science, tragedy and astrology, could all be explored through the English language.
French was still England's aristocratic language of choice when Chaucer was born; Latin was used
for university education, theological discussion, and for burying the dead. Could a hybrid tongue
such as English ever generate great writing to compare with French and Latin? Chaucer,
miraculously, believed that it could, through gradual expansion of expressiveness and scientific
precision. He was never paid to do this; he was valued, rather, as a capable civil servant, regulating
the export of wool and the building of seating for royal tournaments. Such experiences, however, fed
his writing, leading him to achieve a range of social registers, from noble tragedy to barnyard farce,
unrivalled for centuries. His tale-telling geography is vast, his fascination with varieties of religious
belief endless, and his desire to voice female experience especially remarkable. Many Chaucerian
poets and performers, today, are women. In this Very Short Introduction David Wallace introduces
the life, performance, and poetry of Chaucer, and analyses his astonishing and enduring appeal.
Previously published in hardback as Geoffrey Chaucer: A New Introduction ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

american immigration a very short introduction david a gerber: Exploration: A Very
Short Introduction Stewart A. Weaver, 2014-12-19 We live in an age of globalization on every
conceivable level, but globalization has a deeper history than politicians and pundits often allow, and
nothing is more significant to its history than exploration. Wherever trade or faith or empire
followed, explorers usually led. Their motives were as many-sided and various as their actions; their
legacies are contested and mixed. But none can doubt the significance of explorers to the making of
the modern world. For as long as human societies have existed, people have felt the urge to venture
outside of them, either in search of other societies or in search of new land or adventure.
Exploration: A Very Short Introduction surveys this quintessential human impulse, tracing it from
pre-history to the present, from east to west around the globe, and from the depths of volcanoes to
the expanses of space. Focusing on the theme of exploration as encounter, Stewart Weaver
discusses the Polynesians in the Pacific, the Norse in the Atlantic, and other early explorers. He
reflects on the Columbian discovery of the Americas, James Cook and the place of exploration in the
Enlightenment, and Alexander von Humboldt's epochal encounter with tropical South America. The
book's final chapters relate exploration to imperial expansion in Africa and Central Asia, assess the
meaning of the race to the North and South Poles, and consider the significance of today's efforts in
space and deep sea exploration. But what accounts for this urge? Through this brief study of the
history of exploration, Weaver clearly shows how the impulse to explore is also the foundation of the
globalized world we inhabit today. Exploration combines a narration of explorers' daring feats with a
wide-lens examination of what it fundamentally means to explore. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very



Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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