
a history of political thought
**A History of Political Thought: Tracing the Evolution of Ideas That Shape
Societies**

a history of political thought is more than just a chronological recounting
of theories and philosophers; it’s a fascinating journey through the ideas
that have shaped societies, governments, and the very nature of power itself.
From the ancient world’s reflections on justice and governance to modern
debates about democracy and human rights, political thought offers rich
insights into how humans have struggled to organize themselves and live
together harmoniously.

Exploring this history not only helps us understand the past but also equips
us with the tools to navigate current political challenges. Let’s dive into
the major epochs and thinkers that have contributed to this ongoing
conversation.

The Roots of Political Thought: Ancient
Foundations

Political thought begins in earnest in the ancient civilizations of Greece
and Rome, where early thinkers pondered the nature of justice, authority, and
the ideal state.

Classical Greece: The Birthplace of Political
Philosophy

Ancient Greece is often hailed as the cradle of Western political philosophy.
Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle laid down foundational ideas that
continue to influence political discourse.

- **Plato**: In his work *The Republic*, Plato imagined an ideal society
governed by philosopher-kings, emphasizing justice and the role of reason in
ruling. He questioned the legitimacy of democracy, fearing mob rule, and
instead proposed a hierarchical society where each class performed its
designated role.

- **Aristotle**: A student of Plato, Aristotle took a more empirical
approach. He analyzed existing governments and classified them into
monarchies, aristocracies, and polities, as well as their corrupt forms:
tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy. His idea that the “best” government
depends on the particular circumstances of a society introduced a pragmatic
dimension to political thought.



Roman Contributions: Law and Civic Duty

The Roman Republic and later the Empire contributed significantly to
political theory through their legal innovations and ideas about citizenship.

- The Romans emphasized *jus* (law) as a tool for maintaining order and
protecting rights. The concept of a republic, where elected representatives
govern according to laws, was a Roman legacy that inspired future democratic
ideas.

- Thinkers like Cicero blended Stoic philosophy with political theory,
advocating for natural law—a set of universal moral principles that should
guide human-made laws.

Medieval Political Thought: The Interplay of
Religion and Authority

As Europe transitioned into the Middle Ages, political thought was deeply
intertwined with theology. The question of how divine authority and earthly
power coexist became central.

Augustine and the City of God

St. Augustine’s *City of God* was a response to the fall of Rome. He
distinguished between the earthly city, driven by self-interest, and the
heavenly city, guided by divine will. This dualism influenced medieval views
on the limits of secular power.

Thomas Aquinas and Natural Law

Building on Augustine and Aristotle, Aquinas synthesized Christian theology
with classical philosophy. He argued that human laws must align with natural
law, which reflects God’s eternal law. His work legitimized the idea that
rulers have a moral duty to govern justly, and unjust laws do not have true
legal authority.

Renaissance and Early Modern Political Thought:
The Rise of Secularism

The Renaissance sparked a revival of classical learning and a gradual shift
toward secular political theories.



Machiavelli: Realism and Power Politics

Niccolò Machiavelli’s *The Prince* marks a turning point in political
thought. Eschewing moral idealism, Machiavelli described politics as a harsh
reality where rulers must be pragmatic, sometimes ruthless, to maintain power
and protect the state.

His emphasis on *virtù* (a ruler’s ability to shape circumstances) and his
skepticism about human nature challenged previous idealistic traditions and
laid groundwork for modern political realism.

Social Contract Theorists: Hobbes, Locke, and
Rousseau

The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries saw the emergence of social contract
theories, which sought to explain the origin of government and the legitimacy
of political authority based on consent.

- **Thomas Hobbes**: In *Leviathan*, Hobbes argued that in a state of nature,
life is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” To escape chaos,
individuals surrender certain freedoms to an absolute sovereign who ensures
peace and security.

- **John Locke**: Taking a more optimistic view, Locke believed in natural
rights to life, liberty, and property. His theory posited that governments
exist to protect these rights, and citizens have the right to revolt if
rulers violate them. Locke’s ideas heavily influenced liberal democracy and
the American and French revolutions.

- **Jean-Jacques Rousseau**: Rousseau introduced the concept of the “general
will,” where true sovereignty lies with the people collectively. His work
emphasized direct democracy and the importance of freedom through
participation, inspiring later democratic and socialist thought.

The Enlightenment and Beyond: Expanding
Horizons

The Enlightenment expanded political thought beyond Europe and introduced new
ideas about equality, justice, and governance.

Immanuel Kant and Moral Autonomy

Kant’s philosophy stressed autonomy and moral law derived from reason. He



argued for republicanism and the idea that individuals should be treated as
ends in themselves, not merely as means to political ends.

Marx and the Critique of Capitalism

In the nineteenth century, Karl Marx revolutionized political thought by
analyzing the relationship between economics and power. He argued that class
struggle drives historical change and envisioned a classless society where
the means of production are communally owned.

Marx’s ideas gave rise to socialism and communism, influencing countless
political movements and debates about economic justice and state power.

Modern Liberalism and Conservatism

Political thought in the modern era also saw the development of liberalism,
emphasizing individual freedoms, rule of law, and limited government; and
conservatism, which values tradition, social stability, and gradual change.

Thinkers like John Stuart Mill championed liberty and free speech, while
Edmund Burke warned against rapid social upheaval, emphasizing the importance
of cultural inheritance.

Contemporary Political Thought: Diversity and
Complexity

Today's political theory reflects a pluralistic world grappling with new
challenges such as globalization, identity politics, and environmental
crises.

Feminist Political Theory

Feminist thinkers have critiqued traditional political theories for
overlooking gender and power relations. They emphasize the importance of
equality, intersectionality, and rethinking concepts like citizenship and
justice from women's perspectives.

Postcolonial and Critical Theories

Postcolonial theorists examine the legacy of imperialism and advocate for
decolonizing political thought. Critical theory challenges structures of



domination and seeks to uncover hidden biases in social and political
institutions.

Deliberative Democracy and Participatory Models

In response to concerns about democratic deficits, contemporary theorists
promote deliberative democracy, encouraging inclusive dialogue and
participation to enhance legitimacy and social cohesion.

Why Understanding a History of Political
Thought Matters Today

Delving into a history of political thought reveals that political ideas are
not static but evolve with societies’ changing realities. Recognizing the
origins of concepts like justice, rights, and sovereignty can help us
critically assess modern governance and contribute thoughtfully to political
debates.

Whether you’re a student, activist, or simply curious, appreciating the rich
tapestry of political philosophy offers invaluable perspective on the
challenges and possibilities of collective life.

As we continue to face complex issues—from technological change to climate
action—the lessons embedded in centuries of political thought remind us that
ideas matter, and the way we think about power shapes the world we live in.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'A History of Political
Thought' in understanding political philosophy?
'A History of Political Thought' provides a comprehensive overview of the
development of political ideas and theories from ancient times to the modern
era, helping readers understand the evolution of political philosophy and its
impact on contemporary political systems.

Who are some of the key thinkers discussed in 'A
History of Political Thought'?
Key thinkers often discussed include Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes,
Locke, Rousseau, Marx, and more, each contributing foundational ideas to
political philosophy.



How does 'A History of Political Thought' address
the concept of democracy?
The book traces the origins of democracy from ancient Athens, through the
Enlightenment, to modern democratic theories, exploring different
interpretations and challenges faced by democratic governance.

In what ways does 'A History of Political Thought'
explore the relationship between politics and
ethics?
It examines how political theories often intertwine with ethical
considerations, discussing how ideas about justice, rights, and the common
good have shaped political systems and policies.

How has 'A History of Political Thought' influenced
contemporary political science studies?
By providing historical context and critical analysis of political ideas, it
equips students and scholars with a deeper understanding of current political
ideologies and practices.

What role does 'A History of Political Thought'
assign to social contract theory?
The book highlights social contract theory as a pivotal concept in modern
political thought, explaining how thinkers like Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau
used it to justify the legitimacy of political authority.

How does 'A History of Political Thought' treat the
evolution of liberalism?
It outlines the development of liberalism from classical notions of
individual liberty and limited government to contemporary debates on rights,
equality, and state intervention.

What insights does 'A History of Political Thought'
offer about the impact of Marxism on political
theory?
The book discusses Marxism as a critical response to capitalism and
liberalism, emphasizing its influence on 20th-century political movements and
theories about class, power, and revolution.



How are non-Western political traditions
incorporated in 'A History of Political Thought'?
Some editions and authors strive to include perspectives from non-Western
political traditions, such as Confucianism, Islamic political thought, and
indigenous governance systems, broadening the scope beyond Western-centric
narratives.

Why is studying 'A History of Political Thought'
important for understanding current global political
challenges?
Studying the history of political thought helps contextualize contemporary
issues like governance, human rights, and political conflict, enabling more
informed and critical engagement with current global political challenges.

Additional Resources
A History of Political Thought: Tracing the Evolution of Governance and
Ideology

a history of political thought reveals a rich tapestry of ideas, debates, and
philosophies that have shaped societies and governance structures over
millennia. From the ancient civilizations laying down the earliest notions of
justice and authority to the complex ideologies influencing contemporary
political landscapes, understanding this evolution offers invaluable insights
into the foundations of modern political systems. This article explores key
milestones, influential thinkers, and enduring themes within the history of
political thought, providing a comprehensive and analytical overview suited
for scholars, students, and curious minds alike.

Foundations of Political Thought in Antiquity

The origins of political thought are deeply rooted in ancient civilizations,
where questions about power, justice, and the role of the state first
emerged. Ancient Greece, often regarded as the cradle of Western political
philosophy, introduced systematic inquiry into governance through figures
such as Plato and Aristotle. Plato’s "Republic" envisioned an ideal state
ruled by philosopher-kings, emphasizing justice and the harmony of social
classes. Contrarily, Aristotle’s "Politics" offered a pragmatic analysis of
various constitutions, advocating for a polity that balanced oligarchy and
democracy.

Parallel developments occurred in other parts of the world. In ancient China,
Confucianism and Legalism provided contrasting approaches to political
order—Confucius emphasized moral virtue and hierarchical relationships, while



Legalists prioritized strict laws and centralized authority. These early
philosophies established fundamental debates about governance that resonate
to this day, including the tension between authority and liberty.

The Roman Contribution and the Concept of Law

Roman political thought expanded on Greek foundations, emphasizing law as a
cornerstone of political order. The Romans introduced the idea of the
republic, a system where elected representatives governed under a codified
legal framework. The concept of "jus civile," or civil law, underscored the
importance of legal equality and the rule of law, influencing later Western
political institutions. Cicero, a prominent Roman statesman and philosopher,
argued for natural law as universal principles governing human conduct,
foreshadowing Enlightenment ideas about rights and justice.

Medieval Political Thought: The Interplay of
Religion and Authority

Following the decline of the Roman Empire, political thought in medieval
Europe became deeply intertwined with Christian theology. Thinkers like St.
Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas grappled with reconciling divine authority
and earthly governance. Augustine’s "City of God" contrasted the secular city
with the heavenly city, suggesting that ultimate justice transcended temporal
power. Aquinas, meanwhile, integrated Aristotelian philosophy with Christian
doctrine, advocating that just laws must align with divine law.

This period also witnessed the development of ideas regarding the legitimacy
of kingship and the limits of sovereign power. The Magna Carta of 1215, for
example, represented a critical moment in the history of political thought by
challenging absolute monarchy and establishing legal constraints on rulers.
These medieval debates laid the groundwork for later concepts of
constitutionalism and individual rights.

Islamic Political Philosophy: A Parallel Tradition

Simultaneously, the Islamic world nurtured a rich tradition of political
thought. Scholars like Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Ibn Khaldun explored topics
ranging from the ideal state to the sociology of governance. Al-Farabi’s
"Virtuous City" echoed Platonic ideas, envisioning a society governed by
reason and justice. Ibn Khaldun’s "Muqaddimah" offered pioneering insights
into the dynamics of political power and social cohesion, predating modern
sociopolitical theories.



The Renaissance and Enlightenment: Birth of
Modern Political Philosophy

The Renaissance sparked a revival of classical learning and critical inquiry,
which profoundly influenced political thought. Niccolò Machiavelli’s "The
Prince" marked a departure from idealism towards a realist understanding of
power and statecraft, emphasizing pragmatism and the often ruthless nature of
political leadership.

The Enlightenment further revolutionized political philosophy by championing
reason, individual liberty, and secular governance. Thinkers such as John
Locke, Montesquieu, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau formulated foundational
concepts that underpin modern democracies. Locke’s theories of natural rights
and government by consent argued for the protection of life, liberty, and
property. Montesquieu’s analysis of the separation of powers sought to
prevent tyranny, while Rousseau’s social contract theory emphasized popular
sovereignty.

The Impact of Enlightenment Ideas on Revolutionary
Movements

These Enlightenment principles directly influenced transformative political
events, including the American and French Revolutions. The Declaration of
Independence and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
reflect the institutionalization of concepts like equality, freedom, and
democratic governance. This era’s political thought established enduring
debates over the balance between state authority and individual rights,
themes central to contemporary political discourse.

19th and 20th Centuries: Ideological
Diversification and Global Perspectives

The 19th century witnessed an explosion of political ideologies responding to
industrialization, social change, and expanding political participation.
Liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism each offered distinct
visions for organizing society and the state.

Liberalism emphasized individual freedoms, free markets, and limited
government intervention.

Conservatism advocated preserving traditional institutions and social
hierarchies.



Socialism critiqued capitalism’s inequalities, promoting collective
ownership and social welfare.

Nationalism focused on the self-determination of peoples and the primacy
of the nation-state.

The 20th century further complicated political thought with the emergence of
totalitarian regimes, decolonization movements, and debates over welfare
states versus neoliberalism. The Cold War era, in particular, saw ideological
confrontations between liberal democracy and communism, shaping global
politics and intellectual debates.

Contemporary Political Thought and Challenges

In recent decades, political thought has expanded to address complex issues
such as globalization, environmental crises, identity politics, and digital
governance. Theories of justice, such as those proposed by John Rawls and
Robert Nozick, continue to influence debates on equality and liberty.
Meanwhile, postcolonial and feminist critiques challenge traditional
narratives, emphasizing power dynamics and marginalized voices.

These developments highlight the dynamic nature of political thought as it
responds to changing social realities and technological advances,
underscoring its continued relevance for understanding power and governance
today.

The history of political thought is not merely an academic pursuit but a
vital lens through which to examine the principles that govern human
coexistence. By tracing its evolution—from ancient philosophical inquiries to
contemporary ideological challenges—we gain a deeper appreciation for the
complexities and aspirations that define political life worldwide.

A History Of Political Thought

  a history of political thought: The History of Political Thought John Morrow, 1998-03 This
text provides a broad-ranging thematic introduction to the Western tradition of political thought.
Following a chronological introductory chapter illustrated with charts of key thinkers and works for
each period, the core chapters focus on central issues in political theory: the ends of politics; the
location of political power; the exercise of political authority and challenges to it. The thematic
organization of the book combines detailed coverage of such great names as Plato, Aristotle,
Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx and Mill with assessments of the contributions
of an exceptionally wide range of other theorists. The ideas of various thinkers are clearly related to
one another and to the different contexts in which they were produced.
  a history of political thought: A History of Political Theory George Holland Sabine, 1973
  a history of political thought: Comprehensive History of Political Thought N. Jayapalan, 2001

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-145/a-history-of-political-thought.pdf


The Study Covers Different Phases Of The History Of Political Thought In A Detailed Manner. It
Examines Skillfully The Views And Achievements Of Various Political Thinkers From Plato To Russell
Of 20Th Century. The First Chapter Deals With Ideas And Accomplishments Of Plato. In The Second
Chapter The Political Thoughts Of Aristotle Have Been Given In An Exhaustive And Elaborate
Way.The Following Chapters Throw Light In Detail On The Thinking Of Many Political Thinkers Like
Polybius, Cicero, St. Acquinas, Dante, Marsiglio, Ockham, Machiavelli, Bodin, Grotius Hoppes,
Spinoza, Locke, Vico, Montesquieu, Voltaire, Hume, Rousseau, Kant, Burke, Paine, Bentham, Fichte,
Hegel, Mill, Austin, J.S. Mill, Lenin, Stalin, Engels, Spencer, Green, Bradley, Bosanquet, Wallas,
Mcdougall, Bagehot, H.J. Laski And Other Philosophers. The Book Gives Special Importance To The
Political Thoughts Of Karl Marx, Gandhiji And Mao. It Is Designed To Meet The Requirements Of The
Students. The Common Readers Will Also Find The Book Quite Interesting And Comprehendable.
  a history of political thought: History of Political Theory: An Introduction George Klosko,
2012-10-04 This volume offers an engaging introduction to the main figures in the history of Western
political theory and their most important works. It traces the development of political theory from its
beginnings in ancient Greece through to the Reformation.
  a history of political thought: A History of Political Thought Janet Coleman, 2000-06-22
This volume continues the story of European political theorising by focusing on medieval and
Renaissance thinkers. It includes extensive discussion of the practices that underpinned medieval
political theories and which continued to play crucial roles in the eventual development of
early-modern political institutions and debates. The author strikes a balance between trying to
understand the philosophical cogency of medieval and Renaissance arguments on the one hand,
elucidating why historically-suited medieval and Renaissance thinkers thought the ways they did
about politics; and why we often think otherwise.
  a history of political thought: A World History of Political Thought J. Babb, 2018-05-25 A
World History of Political Thought is an outstanding and innovative work with profound significance
for the study of the history of political thought, providing a wide-ranging, detailed and global
overview of political thought from 600 BC to the 21st century. Treating both western and
non-western systems of political thought as equal and placing them as they should be; side by side.
  a history of political thought: A History of Modern Political Thought Gary Browning,
2016-10-27 How are we to understand past political thinkers? Is it a matter simply of reading their
texts again and again? Do we have to relate past texts of political thought to the contexts in which
ideas were composed and in which the aims of past thinkers were formulated? Or should past
political theories be deconstructed so as to uncover not what their authors maintain, but what the
texts reveal? In this book, theories of interpreting past political thinkers are examined and the
interpretive methods of a range of theories are reviewed, including those of Hegel, Marx, Oakeshott,
Collingwood, the Cambridge School, Foucault, Derrida and Gadamer. The application of these
theories of interpretation to notable modern political theorists, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke,
Rousseau, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Bentham, Mill, Nietzsche and Beauvoir is then used as a way of
understanding modern political thought and of assessing interpretive theories of past political
thought. The result is a book which sees the history of modern political thought as more than a
procession of political theories but rather as a reflection on the meaning of past political thought and
its interpretation. It provides a way of reading the history of modern political thought, in which the
question of interpretation matters both for understanding how we interpret the past but also for
considering what it means to undertake political thinking.
  a history of political thought: A World History of Ancient Political Thought Antony Black,
2016-10-20 This revised and expanded edition of A World History of Ancient Political Thought
examines the political thought of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Israel, Iran, India, China, Greece,
Rome and early Christianity, from prehistory to c.300 CE. The book explores the earliest texts of
literate societies, beginning with the first written records of political thought in Egypt and
Mesopotamia and ending with the collapse of the Han dynasty and the Western Roman Empire. In
most cultures, sacred monarchy was the norm, but this ranged from absolute to conditional



authority. 'The people' were recipients of royal (and divine) beneficence. Justice, the rule of law and
meritocracy were generally regarded as fundamental. In Greece and Rome, democracy and liberty
were born, while in Israel the polity was based on covenant and the law. Confucius taught
humaneness, Mozi and Christianity taught universal love; Kautilya and the Chinese 'Legalists'
believed in realpolitik and an authoritarian state. The conflict between might and right was resolved
in many different ways. Chinese, Greek and Indian thinkers reflected on the origin and purposes of
the state. Status and class were embedded in Indian and Chinese thought, the nation in Israelite
thought. The Stoics and Cicero, on the other hand, saw humanity as a single unit. Political
philosophy, using logic, evidence and dialectic, was invented in China and Greece, statecraft in
China and India, political science in Greece. Plato and Aristotle, followed by Polybius and Cicero,
started 'western' political philosophy. This book covers political philosophy, religious ideology,
constitutional theory, social ethics, official and popular political culture.
  a history of political thought: A History of Western Political Thought J. S. McClelland, Dr
J S Mcclelland, 2005-07-15 A History of Western Political Thought is an energetic and lucid account
of the most important political thinkers and the enduring themes of the last two and a half millennia.
Written with students of the history of political thought in mind, the book: * traces the development
of political thought from Ancient Greece to the late twentieth century * focuses on individual
thinkers and texts * includes 40 biographies of key political thinkers * offers original views of
theorists and highlights those which may have been unjustly neglected * develops the wider themes
of political thought and the relations between thinkers over time.
  a history of political thought: The History of Political Thought R. N. Berki, 1977
  a history of political thought: A History of Political Thought ... Walter Ullmann, 1965
  a history of political thought: Lectures in the History of Political Thought Michael
Oakeshott, 2011-10-24 Oakeshott's memorable lectures on the history of political thought, delivered
each year at the London School of Economics, will now be available in print for the first time as
Volume II of his Selected Writings. Based on manuscripts in the LSE archive for 1966–67, the last
year of Oakeshott's tenure as Professor of Political Science, these thirty lectures deal with Greek,
Roman, mediaeval, and modern European political thought in a uniquely accessible manner.
Scholars familiar with Oakeshott’s work will recognize his own ideas subtly blended with an
exposition carefully crafted for an undergraduate audience; those discovering Oakeshott for the first
time will find an account of the subject that remains illuminating and provocative.
  a history of political thought: History of Political Thought Raymond Garfield Gettell, 1924
  a history of political thought: A HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SUBRATA
MUKHERJEE, SUSHILA RAMASWAMY, 2011-08-09 This lucidly written text, in its second edition,
continues to provide a comprehensive study of the classical political tradition from Plato to Marx.
The book elucidates the fascinating evolution of the history of political ideas, through the works of
thirteen key political thinkers — which includes Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hegel and Marx. The
text highlights the decline and revival of classical political theory and portrays the clash of
universalism vs. localism in the classical tradition. It focuses on the recent interpretations of the
classical texts, for instance, feasibility of the ideal State in Plato; civic humanism and republicanism
in Machiavelli; the radicalism of Locke, and the contributions to the woman’s cause by John Stuart
Mill. The text is intended for the undergraduate and postgraduate students of Political Science of
various universities, and for all those who are appearing for the civil services examinations. NEW TO
THIS EDITION : Inclusion of two important liberal thinkers, Mary Wollstonecraft, the founder of
liberal feminism, and Immanuel Kant, a de-ontological liberal. Addition of an Appendix on John
Rawls who is credited as a seminal thinker of contemporary times, having played a crucial role in the
revival of normative political theory.
  a history of political thought: The History of Political Thought Richard Whatmore, 2021
Richard Whatmore examines the diverse, interconnected relationships between political history,
theory, and action. Considering the work of Michel Foucalt, John Pocock, Quentin Skinner and other
key theorists, this book highlights the connections between past and present political systems, and



the ongoing relevance of the field today.
  a history of political thought: The History of Political Thought John Morrow (Ph. D.),
1998-01-01 This text provides a broad-ranging thematic introduction to the Western tradition of
political thought. Following a chronological introductory chapter illustrated with charts of key
thinkers and works for each period, the core chapters focus on central issues in political theory: the
ends of politics; the location of political power; the exercise of political authority and challenges to
it. The thematic organization of the book combines detailed coverage of such great names as Plato,
Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx and Mill with assessments of the
contributions of an exceptionally wide range of other theorists. The ideas of various thinkers are
clearly related to one another and to the different contexts in which they were produced.
  a history of political thought: Political Thought and History J. G .A. Pocock, 2009-02-05 John
Pocock is arguably the most original and imaginative historian of ideas of modern times. Over the
past half century he has created an audience for his work which is truly global, and he has marked
the way in which the history of political thought is studied as deeply and personally as any historian
of the period. The essays in this major new collection are selected from a lifetime of thinking about
political thought, and how we should study it in history. What in fact does it mean to write the
history of a political society, and what kind of political thought is this? Professor Pocock emphasises
both the theory and practice of political thought considered as action in history, and the political
theory of historiography considered as a form of political thought. Together these essays constitute a
collection that any serious student of politics and intellectual history needs to possess.
  a history of political thought: A History of Political Thought Janet Coleman,
  a history of political thought: History of Political Thought Janet Coleman, 2000-06-30 In this
history of European political thought, the author strikes a balance between trying to understand the
philosophical cogency of ancient arguments and elucidating why the ancient Greeks and Romans
thought the way they did about politics.
  a history of political thought: History of Western Political Thought John Morrow,
2019-04-27 The third edition of this highly-regarded core textbook offers an accessible and
impressively comprehensive account of Western Political Thought over the last two millennia.
Structured in four main parts, the chapters are organised around a wide range of key themes,
covering everything from Absolute Government and Revolutionary Political Thought to Politics and
Freedom and Theories of Civil Disobedience. This new edition concludes with an Epilogue that
considers the challenges posed to the history of Western political thought by the perspectives of
post-colonialism and post-modernism. The use of boxes throughout the book to explain key thinkers
in more detail, as well as the author's ability to express complex ideas in clear and jargon-free
language, makes this the perfect text for helping students to understand the key debates, issues and
continuities in the long history of political ideas. For undergraduate and postgraduate students
studying courses on the history of political thought and theory, this is an indispensable guide. New
to this Edition: - Expanded material on the history of international relations thinking, race
consciousness, diversity and gender politics - A completely new Epilogue which focuses on a
discussion of post-colonialism and post-modernism in relation to political theory - Additional
'Thinker' boxes, alongside revised and updated suggestions for further reading
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