what is the primary language in singapore

**What Is the Primary Language in Singapore? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of the Lion City**

what is the primary language in singapore is a question that piques the curiosity of many
travelers, expatriates, and linguistics enthusiasts alike. Singapore is a vibrant melting pot of cultures,
ethnicities, and traditions, and its language scene reflects this rich diversity. Understanding the
primary language in Singapore offers a fascinating glimpse into how a small island nation balances
multiculturalism with national identity, communication, and education.

The Multilingual Fabric of Singapore

Singapore is not a monolingual country; instead, it embraces a multilingual environment where
several languages coexist and thrive. The nation officially recognizes four languages: English, Malay,
Mandarin Chinese, and Tamil. This multilingual policy is deeply tied to Singapore’s history, ethnic
makeup, and pragmatic governance.

English: The Lingua Franca and the Primary Language

When people ask, "what is the primary language in Singapore," English often emerges as the main
answer. English is the language of administration, business, and education in Singapore. It serves as
the lingua franca that connects the various ethnic groups and international communities within the
city-state.

English was designated as the primary language during Singapore’s post-independence era to foster
unity among its diverse population and to position Singapore as a global economic hub. Today,
English is the medium of instruction in schools, used in government communications, and widely
spoken in everyday life, especially in urban and professional settings.

For those moving to Singapore or doing business there, proficiency in English is essential. It's the
language that bridges cultural gaps, enabling Singaporeans of different backgrounds to communicate
effectively. Moreover, Singapore’s brand of English, often called “Singlish,” is a unique colloquial
blend that incorporates elements from Malay, Chinese dialects, and Tamil, giving it a distinctly local
flavor.

Malay: The National Language

While English is the primary working language, Malay holds the title of Singapore’s national language.
This status is largely symbolic, acknowledging the country’s historical and cultural ties to the Malay
Archipelago. Malay is used in the national anthem, military commands, and certain official
ceremonies.

The Malay language reflects Singapore's roots as part of the Malay Peninsula and its close proximity
to Malaysia and Indonesia. However, Malay is not as widely spoken as English or Mandarin within



Singapore’s current population, but it remains an important cultural touchstone, especially among the
Malay community.

Mandarin Chinese: The Language of the Majority

Mandarin Chinese is spoken by the majority ethnic group in Singapore—the Chinese community. Due
to historical migration patterns, many Singaporeans are ethnically Chinese, but their ancestral
dialects vary, including Hokkien, Teochew, Cantonese, and Hakka. To unify these groups, the
government promotes Mandarin as the "mother tongue" language for Chinese Singaporeans.

Mandarin is taught in schools alongside English and is widely used in media, business, and daily life
within the Chinese community. Its prominence is also linked to Singapore’s strong economic and
cultural ties with China.

Tamil and Other Mother Tongues

Tamil represents the Indian minority in Singapore and is one of the official languages. Other Indian
languages like Hindi, Bengali, and Punjabi are also spoken within the community but do not have
official status. Tamil is taught in schools as a mother tongue option for Indian students and is used in
cultural and religious contexts.

The government’s emphasis on mother tongue education aims to preserve cultural heritage and
foster bilingualism. This policy encourages Singaporeans to be fluent in English for practical purposes
while maintaining their ethnic language as a connection to their roots.

How Singapore Balances Its Linguistic Diversity

Singapore’s language policy is a carefully crafted balance between practicality, cultural preservation,
and social cohesion. The bilingual education system is one of the most notable examples of this
balance.

Bilingual Education Policy

From a young age, Singaporean students learn English as their first language, while also studying
their designated mother tongue—Mandarin, Malay, or Tamil—depending on their ethnic background.
This approach equips students with skills necessary for global engagement while grounding them in
their cultural identity.

The bilingual framework has been crucial to Singapore’s success in education and economic
competitiveness. It also promotes mutual respect among different communities, fostering social
harmony in a multicultural society.



Singlish: The Local Flavor of Language

Apart from the official languages, Singapore has developed its own distinctive English-based creole
known as Singlish. It blends English with Malay, various Chinese dialects, Tamil, and local slang. While
Singlish is not used in formal settings, it is beloved as an informal, cultural expression and a marker of
Singaporean identity.

Singlish’s unique phrases and intonations are often understood as a reflection of the city’s
multicultural heritage and the everyday lives of its people. However, the government encourages the
use of standard English in education and professional contexts to maintain global communication
standards.

Practical Tips for Navigating Language in Singapore

For visitors, newcomers, or business professionals wondering about what is the primary language in
Singapore, here are some useful tips:

Use English for most interactions: English is widely understood and spoken, making it the
safest choice for communication across different ethnic groups.

e Appreciate the cultural languages: Learning a few phrases in Malay, Mandarin, or Tamil can
be a sign of respect and curiosity towards Singapore’s diverse cultures.

Understand the context of Singlish: While it may be fun and endearing, avoid using Singlish
in formal situations to ensure clarity and professionalism.

Explore language resources: Many cultural centers and community groups offer language
classes or cultural events that can deepen your understanding of Singapore’s linguistic
heritage.

Language and Identity in a Global City

Singapore’s linguistic landscape tells the story of a nation that embraces diversity while striving for
unity. The question "what is the primary language in Singapore" opens the door to understanding how
language shapes identity, culture, and everyday life in a global city.

Whether walking through the bustling streets of Chinatown, Little India, or Kampong Glam, you will
hear a symphony of languages that reflect Singapore’s rich tapestry. This multilingual environment is
not just a practical necessity but a celebration of the city’s unique heritage and forward-looking spirit.

In essence, English stands as the primary language in Singapore due to its role in uniting people from
various backgrounds and facilitating Singapore’s position on the world stage. Yet, the presence and
respect for Malay, Mandarin, and Tamil ensure that Singapore remains a vibrant multicultural society



where language is both a tool for communication and a bridge to culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary language spoken in Singapore?

Singapore has four official languages: English, Malay, Mandarin, and Tamil. English is the primary
language used in government, business, and education.

Why is English considered the primary language in Singapore?

English is the primary language in Singapore because it serves as a neutral language among the
diverse ethnic groups and is widely used in administration, education, and commerce.

Is Malay spoken in Singapore?

Yes, Malay is one of the official languages of Singapore and is the national language, but it is not the
primary language of daily communication for most residents.

Do Singaporeans speak Mandarin as a primary language?

Many Singaporeans of Chinese descent speak Mandarin, but English remains the primary language
across all ethnic groups in Singapore.

What role does Tamil play in Singapore's language landscape?

Tamil is one of the four official languages of Singapore and is primarily spoken by the Indian
community, but English is more commonly used as the primary language.

How is English used in Singapore's education system?

English is the medium of instruction in most Singaporean schools, making it the primary language for
education and helping unify students from different ethnic backgrounds.

Is Singapore a bilingual country?

Yes, Singapore promotes bilingualism where students learn English and their respective mother
tongue language, but English remains the primary language for official communication.

How does Singapore maintain multilingualism despite English
being primary?

Singapore encourages the use of mother tongue languages in schools and cultural activities, while
English is used for national communication, balancing multilingualism with a primary language.



Which language should | learn to communicate effectively in
Singapore?

Learning English is the most effective way to communicate in Singapore as it is the primary language
used in business, government, and everyday life.

Additional Resources

**What is the Primary Language in Singapore? An In-depth Exploration of Linguistic Diversity**

what is the primary language in singapore is a question that often arises due to the city-state’s
unique multicultural and multilingual landscape. Singapore is renowned for its cultural diversity, and
this is vividly reflected in its linguistic environment. Understanding the primary language of Singapore
requires a nuanced look into its official policies, ethnic composition, educational framework, and
everyday communication practices. This article meticulously examines the linguistic dynamics of
Singapore, shedding light on the languages that shape its society, and clarifying common
misconceptions.

The Linguistic Landscape of Singapore

Singapore’s position as a global financial hub and a melting pot of cultures has influenced its
language policies. Unlike many countries with a single dominant language, Singapore has embraced
multilingualism as a cornerstone of national identity. The government officially recognizes four
languages, which complicates the notion of a singular "primary" language. These languages are
English, Malay, Mandarin, and Tamil.

The question of what is the primary language in Singapore cannot be answered simply by pointing to
one language. Instead, it is essential to understand the roles each language plays in different
contexts such as governance, education, media, and daily life among various ethnic groups.

English: The Lingua Franca and Administrative Language

English holds a unique and dominant position in Singapore. It is the language of administration,
business, and education. Since independence in 1965, English was strategically adopted as the main
working language to unify the diverse population and to connect Singapore to global markets. Today,
English is the medium of instruction in schools and is widely used in government documentation and
legal affairs.

The choice of English as the primary language for official communication has several advantages:

e |t acts as a neutral language that bridges the ethnic diversity of the country.

« |t facilitates international trade and diplomacy, essential for Singapore’s economic
development.



e |t promotes social cohesion by providing a common platform for communication across ethnic
groups.

Despite its prominence, English in Singapore is often spoken in a distinct colloquial form known as
“Singlish,” a creole blending English with Malay, Mandarin, Tamil, and other dialects. While Singlish is
a vibrant marker of local identity, it is generally not used in formal contexts.

Malay: The National Language with Symbolic Importance

Malay is designated as the national language of Singapore, reflecting the country’s historical roots
and acknowledging the indigenous Malay population. Although Malay is not the most widely spoken
language in daily life, it holds ceremonial and symbolic significance.

Malay is used in the national anthem, military commands, and some official ceremonies, underscoring
its cultural importance. In addition, Malay remains a compulsory subject for students of Malay
ethnicity in schools, ensuring its continued presence in the linguistic fabric of the nation.

Mandarin and Tamil: Languages of Ethnic Communities

Mandarin Chinese and Tamil represent significant ethnic groups in Singapore—Chinese and Indian
communities respectively. Mandarin has been actively promoted by the government to unify the
Chinese dialect-speaking population, which historically spoke various dialects such as Hokkien,
Teochew, and Cantonese. The Speak Mandarin Campaign, initiated in 1979, aimed to standardize
Mandarin usage and strengthen the cultural ties of the Chinese community.

Similarly, Tamil is one of the official languages representing the Indian minority. It is taught in schools
and used in media targeted at the Indian community, including newspapers, radio, and television
programming.

Multilingualism in Daily Life

The practical use of languages in Singapore varies greatly depending on social settings, ethnic
backgrounds, and generational differences. While English dominates in professional and educational
environments, home languages often reflect ethnic origins.

Many Singaporeans are bilingual or trilingual, seamlessly switching between English and their mother
tongues. For example, a Chinese Singaporean might speak Mandarin or a Chinese dialect at home but
use English at work or school. Similarly, Indian Singaporeans often speak Tamil or other Indian
languages alongside English.

This multilingual ability is a defining feature of Singapore’s social fabric and contributes to its
reputation as a harmonious multicultural society.



Language Education Policies

Singapore’s bilingual education policy is a key factor in shaping its linguistic profile. Students are
required to learn English as their first language and their respective “mother tongue” as a second
language. This policy aims to ensure proficiency in English while preserving ethnic languages and
cultural heritage.

The bilingual education system has been praised for balancing global competitiveness with cultural
preservation. However, it also presents challenges, such as varying degrees of proficiency among
students and debates on the relevance of mother tongue languages in a rapidly globalizing world.

Comparative Perspective: Singapore versus Other
Multilingual Nations

Compared to other multilingual countries like Canada or Switzerland, Singapore’s approach is
distinctive. While Canada designates English and French as official languages with regional
prominence, and Switzerland recognizes German, French, Italian, and Romansh regionally,
Singapore’s four official languages coexist nationally with different functional roles.

Singapore’s model is pragmatic: English serves as the working language; Malay symbolizes national
identity; Mandarin and Tamil cater to major ethnic communities. This layered linguistic policy helps
maintain social harmony and economic vitality in a compact urban nation.

Challenges and Prospects

Despite its successes, Singapore’s linguistic landscape faces ongoing challenges. The dominance of
English, especially among younger generations, risks marginalizing mother tongue languages. This
could lead to erosion of cultural identity and language loss over time.

Conversely, the widespread use of Singlish, while culturally significant, sometimes raises concerns
about English language standards in formal settings. The government continues to promote standard
English proficiency to maintain Singapore’s competitiveness while acknowledging the local flavor
embedded in Singlish.

Efforts to revitalize mother tongue learning, including enrichment programs and cultural initiatives,
aim to address these challenges. The dynamic interplay between global influences and local traditions
will likely continue shaping what is understood as the primary language in Singapore.

In essence, the answer to what is the primary language in Singapore is multifaceted. English functions
as the dominant language in administration, education, and commerce, effectively serving as the
primary language in practical terms. However, Malay's status as the national language and the official
recognition of Mandarin and Tamil highlight the city-state’s commitment to preserving its
multicultural heritage.



Singapore’s linguistic identity is a testament to its complex history and forward-looking policies,
illustrating how language can be both a tool of unity and a marker of cultural diversity in a modern
nation.

What Is The Primary Language In Singapore

what is the primary language in singapore: Language Planning in Primary Schools in
Asia Richard Baldauf, Robert Kaplan, Knonko Kamwangamalu, Pauline Bryant, 2013-09-13 In
foreign language education, decisions must be taken on what languages to teach, who will teach
them, in which schools (i.e. all, only urban, only rural), in which grades, the number of hours a week,
and the cost involved. This book explores the answers to these questions across a number of Asian
polities. It illustrates why some of the efforts undertaken are successful and why some are not, why -
despite significant investments of time and resources - some students do not seem to acquire the
languages being taught, and why some teachers responsible for instruction in the designated foreign
languages have problems achieving fluency in the designated language or have other language
teaching difficulties. It suggests some strategies various polities might attempt to achieve their
stated language learning objectives. This book was originally published as a special issue of Current
Issues in Language Planning.

what is the primary language in singapore: The Languages and Linguistics of Mainland
Southeast Asia Paul Sidwell, Mathias Jenny, 2021-08-23 The handbook will offer a survey of the
field of linguistics in the early 21st century for the Southeast Asian Linguistic Area. The last half
century has seen a great increase in work on language contact, work in genetic, theoretical, and
descriptive linguistics, and since the 1990s especially documentation of endangered languages. The
book will provide an account of work in these areas, focusing on the achievements of SEAsian
linguistics, as well as the challenges and unresolved issues, and provide a survey of the relevant
major publications and other available resources. We will address: Survey of the languages of the
area, organized along genetic lines, with discussion of relevant political and cultural background
issues Theoretical/descriptive and typological issues Genetic classification and historical linguistics
Areal and contact linguistics Other areas of interest such as sociolinguistics, semantics, writing
systems, etc. Resources (major monographs and monograph series, dictionaries, journals, electronic
data bases, etc.) Grammar sketches of languages representative of the genetic and structural
diversity of the region.

what is the primary language in singapore: Language Power and Hierarchy Linda Tsung,
2014-10-27 Shunning polemicism and fashioning a new agenda for a critically informed yet
practically orientated approach, this book explores aspects of multilingual education in the People's
Republic of China (PRC). Amongst other issues, it also looks at the challenges associated with
bilingual and trilingual education in Xinjiang and Tibet as well as the mediation between religion and
culture in multi-ethnic schools, covering these issues from a range of perspectives - Korean, Uyghur,
Tibetan, Mongolian and Yi. The PRC promotes itself as a harmonious, stable multicultural mosaic,
with over 50 distinct ethnic groups striving for common prosperity. Beneath this rhetoric, there is
also inter-ethnic discord, with scenes of ethnic violence in Lhasa and Urumgi over the last few years.
China has a complex system of multilingual education - with dual-pathway curricula, bilingual and
trilingual instruction, specialised ethnic schools. This education system is a lynchpin in the
Communist party state's efforts to keep a lid on simmering tensions and transform a rhetoric of
harmony into a critical pluralistic harmonious multiculturalism. This book examines this supposed
lynchpin.

what is the primary language in singapore: Teaching Chinese Language in Singapore Kay
Cheng Soh, 2018-05-17 This book presents the experiences of Chinese Language researchers in
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Singapore to Chinese Language researchers and teachers in other countries and regions, such as
the USA, the UK and Asia, that are home to a large number of learners, young and old. As such, the
innovative ideas it provides can be applied in practising teachers’ classrooms to promote more
effective and efficient student learning. Beyond pedagogical innovations, the book also includes
papers on the assessment of Chinese Language learning and teacher literacy - two areas that have
been largely neglected by the Chinese Language research and teaching communities, not only here
in Singapore, but also around the world. This book, the sequel to “Teaching Chinese Language in
Singapore: Retrospect and Challenges” (Springer, 2016), is future-oriented, highlighting ideas that
merit further attention from researchers and practitioners alike.

what is the primary language in singapore: Language, Nation and Development in Southeast
Asia Lee Hock Guan, Leo Suryadinata, 2007 Papers from a workshop on Language, Nation and
Development in Southeast Asia held in Singapore, 2003.

what is the primary language in singapore: Language Diversity in the Sinophone World
Henning Kloter, Marten S6derblom Saarela, 2020-10-06 Language Diversity in the Sinophone World
offers interdisciplinary insights into social, cultural, and linguistic aspects of multilingualism in the
Sinophone world, highlighting language diversity and opening up the burgeoning field of Sinophone
studies to new perspectives from sociolinguistics. The book begins by charting historical trajectories
in Sinophone multilingualism, beginning with late imperial China through to the emergence of
English in the mid-19th century. The volume uses this foundation as a jumping off point from which
to provide an in-depth comparison of modern language planning and policies throughout the
Sinophone world, with the final section examining multilingual practices not readily captured by
planning frameworks and the ideologies, identities, repertoires, and competences intertwined within
these different multilingual configurations. Taken together, the collection makes a unique
sociolinguistic-focused intervention into emerging research in Sinophone studies and will be of
interest to students and scholars within the discipline.

what is the primary language in singapore: Research Companion to Language and
Country Branding Irene Theodoropoulou, Johanna Tovar, 2020-11-16 Research Companion to
Language and Country Branding brings together entirely new interdisciplinary research conducted
by scholars working on various sociolinguistic, semiotic, anthropological and discursive analytical
aspects of country branding all over the world. Branding is a process of identity construction,
whereby countries gain visibility and put themselves on the world map as distinctive entities by
drawing on their history, culture, economy, society, geography, and their people. Through branding,
countries aim not only at establishing their uniqueness but also, and perhaps most importantly, at
attracting tourism, investments, high quality human capital, as well as at forging financial, military,
political and social alliances. Against this backdrop, this volume explores how countries and regions
imagine and portray others and themselves in terms of gender, ethnicity, and diversity today as well
as the past. In this respect, the book examines how branding differs from other, related policies and
practices, such as nation building, banal nationalism, and populism. This volume is an essential
reference for students, researchers, and practitioners with an interest in country, nation, and place
branding processes.

what is the primary language in singapore: English for Cross-Cultural Communication L.
Smith, 1981-07-30

what is the primary language in singapore: Advances and Current Trends in Language
Teacher Identity Research Yin Ling Cheung, Selim Ben Said, Kwanghyun Park, 2014-12-05 This book
presents the latest research on understanding language teacher identity and development for both
novice and experienced researchers and educators, and introduces non-experts in language teacher
education to key topics in teacher identity research. It covers a wide range of backgrounds, themes,
and subjects pertaining to language teacher identity and development. Some of these include the
effects of apprenticeship in doctoral training on novice teacher identity; the impacts of mid-career
redundancy on the professional identities of teachers; challenges faced by teachers in the
construction of their professional identities; the emerging professional identity of pre-service



teachers; teacher identity development of beginning teachers; the role of emotions in the
professional identities of non-native English speaking teachers; the negotiation of professional
identities by female academics. Advances and Current Trends in Language Teacher Identity
Research will appeal to academics in ELT/TESOL/applied linguistics. It will also be useful to those
who are non-experts in language teacher education, yet still need to know about theories and recent
advances in the area due to varying reasons including their affiliation to a teacher training institute;
needs to participate in projects on language teacher education; and teaching a course for pre-service
and in-service language teachers.

what is the primary language in singapore: The Handbook of World Englishes Cecil L.
Nelson, Zoya G. Proshina, Daniel R. Davis, 2020-01-15 The Handbook of World Englishes is a
collection of articles on the cross-cultural and transnational linguistic convergence and change of
the English language. Now in its second edition, this Handbook brings together multiple theoretical,
contextual, and ideological perspectives, and offers new interpretations of the changing identities of
world Englishes (WE) speakers and examines the current state of the English language across the
world. Thematically integrated contributions from leading scholars and researchers explore the
expansion, modification, and adaptation of English in various settings and discuss the role of English
in local, regional, and global contexts. This highly regarded text has been fully updated throughout
the new edition to reflect the current conditions, contexts, and functions of major varieties of
English across the world. Significant revisions to topics—such as an overview of the varieties of
modern world Englishes and the First Diaspora in Wales and Ireland—reflect expanded scholarship
in the field and new directions of research. Each chapter from the first edition has been updated in
content and citations, while 11 new chapters cover subjects including world Englishes testing and
Postcolonial theory, as well as world Englishes in South America, Russia, Africa, China, Southeast
Asia, the United States, and Canada. The Handbook of World Englishes is an essential resource for
academics, researchers, practitioners, and advanced students in fields including applied linguistics,
language teaching, the history of the English language, world literatures, and related social and
language sciences.

what is the primary language in singapore: Second Language Writing Systems Vivian
Cook, Benedetta Bassetti, 2005-01-01 Second Language Writing Systems looks at how people learn
and use a second language writing system, arguing that they are affected by characteristics of the
first and second writing systems, to a certain extent independently of the languages involved. This
book for the first time presents the effects of writing systems on second language reading and
writing and on second language awareness, and provides a new platform for discussing bilingualism,
biliteracy and writing systems.

what is the primary language in singapore: Critical Qualitative Research in Second
Language Studies Kathryn A. Davis, 2011-03-01 This volume begins by locating critical inquiry
within the epistemological and methodological history of second language study. Subsequent
chapters portray researcher-participant exploration of identity and agency while challenging
inequitable policies and practices. Research on internationalization, Englishization, and/or
transborder migration address language policies and knowledge production at universities in Hong
Kong, Standard English and Singlish controversies in Singapore, media portrayals of the English as
an Official Language movement in South Korea, transnational advocacy in Japan, and
Nicaraguan/Costa Rican South to South migration. Transnational locations of identity and agency
are fore-fronted in narrative descriptions of Korean heritage language learners, a discursive journey
from East Timor to Hawaii, and a reclaimed life history by a Chinese peasant woman. Labor union
and GLBT legal work illustrate discourses that can hinder or facilitate agency and change. Hawaiian
educators advocate for indigenous self-determination through revealing the political and social
meanings of research. California educators describe struggles at the front-lines of resistance to
policies and practices harmful to marginalized children. A Participatory Action Research (PAR)
project portrays how Latina youth in the U.S. “resist wounding inscriptions” of the intersecting
emotional and physical violence of homes, communities, and anti-immigrant policies and attitudes.



Promoting agency through drawing on diversity resources is modeled in a bilingual undergraduate
PAR project. The volume as a whole provides a model for critical research that explores the
multifaceted and evolving nature of language identities while placing those traditionally known as
participants at the center of agency and advocacy.

what is the primary language in singapore: Insights from Emergent Education Systems
in Selected Countries Jose A. Fadul, 2011

what is the primary language in singapore: Ancient Language Systems Sanjay Desai, Al
2025-03-29 Ancient Language Systems explores the fascinating world of ancient and indigenous
languages, revealing their importance as repositories of cultural heritage and historical narratives.
These languages offer unique insights into the cognitive capabilities and cultural adaptations of
diverse societies. One intriguing aspect is how some communities developed complex writing
systems as a method of language preservation, showcasing their ingenuity. The book emphasizes
that understanding these ancient language systems provides valuable perspectives on language
revitalization efforts and the preservation of linguistic diversity today. The book systematically
progresses through core linguistic concepts, providing a historical overview before delving into
specific case studies. It examines various methods of preservation, including oral traditions and
mnemonic devices, and analyzes how these languages have adapted to social and environmental
pressures. Drawing from linguistic analyses, archaeological findings, and ethnographic studies, this
interdisciplinary approach connects to anthropology, archaeology, and cognitive science. By
integrating linguistic analysis with cultural and historical context, the book offers a holistic
understanding of these ancient systems, highlighting their resilience and vulnerability.

what is the primary language in singapore: International Handbook of Reading
Education Betty ]J. Eller, John Hladczuk, 1992-07-27 As major political and social changes continue
to sweep through the countries of the world, and more and more nations move toward forms of
social democracy, the importance of being able to read has taken on a new urgency. The burden of
government, commerce, education, and social welfare is moving increasingly toward the individual,
and with it the need to turn basic reading skills into the sophisticated ability to analyze,
comprehend, and debate the whole world of language in front of him. This book offers an
opportunity to see how the process of learning to read is being handled in a broad cross-section of
countries in the world, representing the First, Second, and Third Worlds. Each of the twenty-six
country surveys has been written by an international scholar indigenous to that land and follows the
same basic pattern in examining reading education. Following a brief introduction to the nation and
its particular educational characteristics, ten reading-associated factors are fully discussed and
analyzed. These factors include the language of the country in question, its reading policy, the goals
of reading, illiteracy, issues pertaining to the rate and diagnosis of reading disabilities, reading
readiness programs, the teacher qualification procedure, the source and availability of materials in
reading, the financing of reading education, and research thrusts in the field of reading. Each
chapter then concludes with a summary and brief bibliography of important reference sources
within that country. This unique study will be an essential reference tool for students and
practitioners in-the fields of education and reading literacy, as well as a valuable addition to both
public and academic libraries.

what is the primary language in singapore: Singapore’s Multiculturalism Chan Heng
Chee, Sharon Siddique, 2019-03-15 Since independence in 1965, Singapore has developed its own
unique approach to managing the diversity of Race, Religion, Culture, Language, Nationality, and
Age among its citizens. This approach is a consequence of many factors, including its very distinct
ethnic makeup compared with its neighbours, its ambitions as a globally oriented city-state, and its
small physical size. Each of these factors and many others have presented Singapore society with a
range of challenges and opportunities, and will in all likelihood continue to do so for the foreseeable
future. In the writing of this book, the author team set themselves the task of projecting the impact
of current domestic and international social trends into the future, to anticipate what Singapore
society might look like by around 2040. In doing so, they analyse the particular path that Singapore



has taken since independence, in comparison with other multicultural societies and with regard to
the balance between the necessity of forging a new national identity after British rule and departure
from Malaysia, and the need to ensure that Singapore’s ethnic minority populations remain socially
enfranchised. They further consider how current trends may develop over the next couple of
decades, what new challenges this may present to Singapore society, and what might be the likely
responses to such challenges. In this book, Singapore is a case study of a global city facing the
challenges of developed-world modernity in frequently acute ways.

what is the primary language in singapore: The Asian EFL Classroom Soo-Ok Kweon,
Bernard Spolsky, 2018-11-02 This book offers an insight into the 21st century teaching and learning
of English in Asia. Despite English being widely recognized as a lingua franca in this era of
globalization, the general EFL proficiency of graduates from high schools and even universities in
most Asian countries are still below the expectations of policymakers. Given the critical role English
will play in the globalized world, this review and examination of the current state of English
education in Asia is both important and timely. This book consists of ten chapters from ten different
Asian countries, including the Russian Far East. The scope of the book allows EFL students,
researchers and teachers to gain perspectives on many of the significant current issues,
expectations, and challenges in the teaching and learning of English faced by Asia in the 21st
century.

what is the primary language in singapore: The Handbook of Asian Englishes Kingsley
Bolton, Werner Botha, Andy Kirkpatrick, 2020-10-06 Winner of the 2021 PROSE Humanities
Category for Language & Linguistics The first volume of its kind, focusing on the sociolinguistic and
socio-political issues surrounding Asian Englishes The Handbook of Asian Englishes provides
wide-ranging coverage of the historical and cultural context, contemporary dynamics, and linguistic
features of English in use throughout the Asian region. This first-of-its-kind volume offers a
wide-ranging exploration of the English language throughout nations in South Asia, Southeast Asia,
and East Asia. Contributions by a team of internationally-recognized linguists and scholars of Asian
Englishes and Asian languages survey existing works and review new and emerging areas of
research in the field. Edited by internationally renowned scholars in the field and structured in four
parts, this Handbook explores the status and functions of English in the educational institutions,
legal systems, media, popular cultures, and religions of diverse Asian societies. In addition to
examining nation-specific topics, this comprehensive volume presents articles exploring pan-Asian
issues such as English in Asian schools and universities, English and language policies in the Asian
region, and the statistics of English across Asia. Up-to-date research addresses the impact of English
as an Asian lingua franca, globalization and Asian Englishes, the dynamics of multilingualism, and
more. Examines linguistic history, contemporary linguistic issues, and English in the Outer and
Expanding Circles of Asia Focuses on the rapidly-growing complexities of English throughout Asia
Includes reviews of the new frontiers of research in Asian Englishes, including the impact of
globalization and popular culture Presents an innovative survey of Asian Englishes in one
comprehensive volume Serving as an important contribution to fields such as contact linguistics,
World Englishes, sociolinguistics, and Asian language studies, The Handbook of Asian Englishes is
an invaluable reference resource for undergraduate and graduate students, researchers, and
instructors across these areas. Winner of the 2021 PROSE Humanities Category for Language &
Linguistics

what is the primary language in singapore: Language Centres David Ingram, 2001-11-14
Language centres serve an important role in the development and implementation of language
policy and in supporting language teachers. This book describes five language centres, the Centre
for Information on Language Teaching and Research (London), the European Centre for Modern
Languages (Graz), the Regional Language Centre (Singapore), the National Foreign Language
Center (NFLC, Washington DC), and the Centre for Applied Linguistics and Languages (CALL,
Brisbane). These contrasting centres provide the basis for a discussion of the roles, functions and
management of language centres and the challenges facing such centres (and universities in



general) arising from tensions between the pursuit of academic excellence and the demands of
commercialisation and economic rationalism. The author holds a chair in applied linguistics in
Griffith University and has written extensively on language policy and its implementation and on
language assessment. He has established and directed three language centres since the mid-1980s,
including CALL since 1990, and is an Adjunct Fellow of NFLC.

what is the primary language in singapore: Metaphor and Communication Elisabetta Gola,
Francesca Ervas, 2016-02-24 This collection of papers presents different views on metaphor in
communication. The overall aim is to show that the communicative dimension of metaphor cannot be
reduced to its conceptual and/or linguistic dimension. The volume addresses two main questions:
does the communicative dimension of metaphor have specific features that differentiate it from its
linguistic and cognitive dimensions? And how could these specific properties of communication
change our understanding of the linguistic and cognitive dimensions of metaphor? The authors of
the papers collected in this volume offer answers to these questions that raise new interests in
metaphor and communication.
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