the serpent and the rainbow

The Serpent and the Rainbow: Unraveling the Mysteries of Haitian Vodou and Zombie Folklore

the serpent and the rainbow is a phrase that immediately conjures images of mysticism, ancient
rituals, and eerie folklore. Beyond being the title of a popular horror film from the late 1980s, it refers
to a fascinating intersection of Haitian culture, Vodou spirituality, and the enigmatic concept of
zombies. If you've ever been curious about where the idea of zombies originated or wanted to
understand the deep cultural roots behind Haitian Vodou practices, exploring the serpent and the
rainbow offers a captivating journey into history, anthropology, and folklore.

The Origins of “The Serpent and the Rainbow”

The phrase gained widespread recognition through Wade Davis’s 1985 book *The Serpent and the
Rainbow*, which delves into the Haitian practice of zombification and the use of powerful powders in
Vodou ceremonies. Davis, an ethnobotanist, traveled to Haiti to investigate claims of people being
turned into zombies through the use of toxins and magic. His work combined scientific inquiry with
cultural anthropology, providing a unique lens into a topic often dismissed as mere superstition.

Before the book and subsequent film adaptation, the serpent and the rainbow symbolized much more
within Haitian Vodou. The serpent often represents Damballa, a major loa or spirit in Vodou, known as
the serpent god who embodies creation and fertility. The rainbow, meanwhile, symbolizes the bridge
between the earthly realm and the divine, a recurring motif in many spiritual traditions worldwide.

Understanding Haitian Vodou Through the Lens of the
Serpent and the Rainbow

Vodou is a syncretic religion that blends West African spiritual beliefs with elements of Roman
Catholicism, shaped profoundly by the history of slavery and colonialism in Haiti. It is often
misunderstood and misrepresented in popular media, frequently reduced to sensationalized images of
curses and zombies.

The Role of Loa Spirits

In Vodou, loa are intermediary spirits who interact with the human world. Damballa, the serpent loa,
is one of the most revered. He is seen as a benevolent force, associated with wisdom, renewal, and
life. His presence is often invoked during ceremonies to bring blessings of fertility, health, and
protection.

The rainbow, in this context, can be viewed as a metaphor for the connection between the physical
and spiritual worlds — the path along which the loa communicate with devotees. This imagery helps
explain why the serpent and the rainbow together hold such powerful symbolic weight in Haitian
spirituality.



Rituals and Ceremonies

Vodou ceremonies are vibrant and deeply symbolic affairs involving drumming, dancing, singing, and
offerings. Practitioners enter trance states to invite the loa to possess them temporarily, providing
guidance or blessings to the community. Within these rituals, symbols like the serpent and the
rainbow take on vivid meaning, representing cycles of life, death, and rebirth.

In some ceremonies, representations of serpents are used, including snakeskin patterns or actual
serpents, to honor Damballa. Rainbows may be invoked through chants or visual imagery,
symbolizing hope and divine favor.

The Zombie Phenomenon and Its Cultural Context

One of the most intriguing aspects of the serpent and the rainbow narrative is its connection to the
zombie mythos. Contrary to Hollywood's depiction of zombies as flesh-eating monsters, Haitian
zombies originate from a cultural understanding of death, magic, and social control.

What is a Haitian Zombie?

In Haitian folklore, a zombie is a person who has been brought back from death or rendered
unconscious by a sorcerer or bokor using powders and potions. These individuals are said to be under
the control of the bokor, stripped of their free will and consciousness.

Wade Davis’s research suggested that certain neurotoxins derived from pufferfish and other marine
creatures could induce a death-like state, allowing the bokor to manipulate victims into zombie
servitude. Although scientific debate continues about the validity of some claims, the idea reflects a
profound cultural metaphor about autonomy, death, and fear.

The Social Role of Zombie Beliefs

Belief in zombies serves multiple functions in Haitian society. It acts as a warning against betrayal,
reinforcing social cohesion and respect for spiritual laws. It also reflects the community’s relationship
with mortality and the unknown.

Moreover, zombies symbolize the loss of identity and freedom, a chilling echo of the history of slavery

in the Caribbean. The serpent and the rainbow, with their spiritual significance, offer a counterpoint to
this darkness — embodying renewal, protection, and the enduring power of life.

The Serpent and the Rainbow in Popular Culture

The phrase and its themes have permeated popular culture far beyond academic circles. The 1988
horror movie *The Serpent and the Rainbow*, directed by Wes Craven, brought the story of Haitian



zombies and Vodou rituals to a global audience. While the film took creative liberties, it ignited
curiosity and fascination with Haitian spirituality and folklore.

Books, documentaries, and even video games have drawn inspiration from these themes, exploring
the tension between science and magic, life and death, and cultural identity.

How Media Shapes Our Understanding

While popular media often sensationalizes Vodou and zombies, it's important to approach these
subjects with cultural sensitivity. The serpent and the rainbow symbolize profound religious beliefs
and lived experiences that deserve respect beyond horror tropes.

Learning about the authentic traditions behind these images can enrich our appreciation of Haitian
culture and challenge stereotypes. It also highlights the importance of distinguishing between myth
and reality when discussing spiritual practices.

Exploring the Symbolism: What Do the Serpent and the
Rainbow Represent?

Symbols carry multiple layers of meaning, and the serpent and the rainbow are no exception. Their
enduring presence in various cultures speaks to universal themes.

e The Serpent: In many traditions, serpents represent transformation, healing, and knowledge.
In Haitian Vodou, Damballa embodies creation and the cyclical nature of life.

e The Rainbow: Often seen as a bridge or promise, the rainbow symbolizes hope, connection,
and divine intervention.

Together, they suggest a path from darkness to light, death to rebirth, chaos to order — themes
central to human spirituality.

Tips for Those Interested in Learning More About
Haitian Vodou and the Serpent and the Rainbow

If the serpent and the rainbow intrigue you, and you want to dive deeper, consider the following
approaches:

1. Read Ethnographic Works: Books by anthropologists and ethnobotanists like Wade Davis
offer detailed insights into Haitian Vodou and its practices.



2. Engage with Haitian Culture Respectfully: Attend cultural festivals, listen to Vodou music,
and explore Haitian art to better understand the context of these symbols.

3. Learn About the Loa: Understanding the different spirits in Vodou, their roles, and symbolism
can enrich your knowledge of the religion.

4. Avoid Stereotypes: Approach the subject with an open mind and be wary of media portrayals
that sensationalize or distort Vodou traditions.

The Living Legacy of the Serpent and the Rainbow

Today, the serpent and the rainbow continue to inspire artists, scholars, and spiritual seekers. They
remind us that beneath popular myths lie rich cultural tapestries woven from history, belief, and
resilience. Haitian Vodou, with its complex rituals and vibrant symbolism, invites us to consider life’s
mysteries and the delicate balance between the seen and unseen worlds.

By exploring the serpent and the rainbow beyond the surface, we gain a deeper appreciation for a
tradition that has survived centuries of adversity and continues to thrive as a source of identity and
hope for many.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Serpent and the Rainbow' about?

‘The Serpent and the Rainbow' is a 1988 horror film directed by Wes Craven, based on the non-fiction
book by ethnobotanist Wade Davis. It explores Haitian Vodou practices and the concept of
zombification.

Is 'The Serpent and the Rainbow' based on a true story?

The movie is inspired by Wade Davis's research and book, which document his investigation into
Haitian zombie folklore and the use of toxins to induce a death-like state.

Who wrote the original book 'The Serpent and the Rainbow'?

The original book was written by Wade Davis, a Canadian ethnobotanist and anthropologist.

What cultural elements are depicted in 'The Serpent and the
Rainbow'?

The film and book explore Haitian Vodou rituals, beliefs about zombies, and the use of traditional
toxins and powders in Haitian culture.



How accurate is the portrayal of Vodou in 'The Serpent and
the Rainbow'?

While the film incorporates elements of Haitian Vodou, it dramatizes and fictionalizes many aspects
for horror entertainment, so its portrayal is not fully accurate.

What impact did 'The Serpent and the Rainbow' have on
popular culture?

The film popularized Haitian Vodou and zombie lore in Western media, influencing horror genres and
sparking interest in Haitian culture and ethnobotany.

Where was 'The Serpent and the Rainbow' filmed?

The film was primarily shot in Haiti and other locations to authentically capture the setting and
atmosphere of Haitian culture.

What themes are explored in 'The Serpent and the Rainbow'?

Themes include the intersection of science and mysticism, fear of the unknown, cultural
misunderstandings, and the nature of life and death.

Additional Resources
The Serpent and the Rainbow: Unveiling the Mysteries Behind the Cult Classic

the serpent and the rainbow is a title that resonates deeply within the realms of horror cinema
and anthropological intrigue. Originally a 1985 horror film directed by Wes Craven, it is based on the
non-fiction book by ethnobotanist Wade Davis. The narrative delves into the enigmatic world of
Haitian Vodou and the alleged practice of zombification, a concept that has fascinated and terrified
audiences and researchers alike. Combining elements of supernatural folklore with investigative
journalism, The Serpent and the Rainbow occupies a unique niche that invites both cinematic
appreciation and academic scrutiny.

The Origins and Cultural Context of The Serpent and
the Rainbow

To understand the significance of The Serpent and the Rainbow, it is essential to explore its cultural
and historical backdrop. The story is set against the vivid, complex tapestry of Haitian Vodou, a
religion often misunderstood and misrepresented in Western media. Vodou rituals, belief in spirits or
“loa,” and the fearsome idea of zombies - reanimated corpses or individuals under magical control -
form the basis of the narrative.

Wade Davis’s book, published in 1985, is an ethnographical account of his field research in Haiti,
where he investigated reports of zombification. Davis proposed that certain powders containing toxins



derived from pufferfish and other marine animals might induce a death-like state, which local
practitioners could exploit to create “zombies.” This scientific inquiry into folklore challenges the
boundary between myth and reality, providing a foundation for the film adaptation.

Exploring Vodou and Its Misconceptions

Vodou has long been sensationalized in popular culture, often portrayed as sinister black magic.
However, it is a deeply spiritual and communal religion with roots in West African traditions, blended
with Catholicism due to colonial history. The Serpent and the Rainbow uses this context as a narrative
vehicle but also reflects some of the misunderstandings and exoticism that have plagued Vodou's
portrayal in Western media.

The film and the book bring attention to the real cultural significance of Vodou ceremonies, the role of
priests (houngans), and the complex relationship between life, death, and the spirit world. This dual
lens — both anthropological and supernatural — enriches the story and invites viewers to question
the line between belief and scientific explanation.

Analyzing The Serpent and the Rainbow Film
Adaptation

Wes Craven’s 1988 adaptation of The Serpent and the Rainbow translates Wade Davis’s ethnographic
investigation into a chilling cinematic experience. The film stars Bill Pullman as an anthropologist who
travels to Haiti to uncover the truth behind zombification rumors, encountering both human and
supernatural threats.

Unlike traditional horror films that rely purely on jump scares or gore, The Serpent and the Rainbow
stands out for its atmospheric tension, psychological horror, and a narrative grounded in real-world
cultural elements. This approach offers a rare blend of ethnography and genre filmmaking, which has
been both praised and critiqued by audiences and scholars.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Film

* Strengths: The film’'s immersive portrayal of Haitian culture, authentic use of local settings,
and avoidance of over-the-top special effects contribute to a haunting and credible atmosphere.
Wes Craven’s direction ensures a slow-building suspense that relies on mood rather than shock
tactics.

* Weaknesses: Despite its cultural grounding, the film sometimes perpetuates stereotypes
about Vodou and Haiti, reinforcing exotic or fearful perceptions. The narrative simplifies
complex ethnological research for dramatic effect, which may mislead viewers unfamiliar with
the nuanced realities of Haitian spirituality and socio-political context.



The Science Behind the Legend: Wade Davis and
Zombification

One of the most fascinating aspects of The Serpent and the Rainbow is its scientific inquiry into
zombification. Wade Davis’s ethnobotanical research posited that neurotoxins found in “zombie
powder” could induce paralysis and a deathlike state. This hypothesis, while controversial, opened
new discussions in toxicology, pharmacology, and cultural anthropology.

Key Components of the ‘Zombie Powder’

The powders reportedly used by Haitian bokors (sorcerers) contained substances such as
tetrodotoxin, a potent neurotoxin derived from pufferfish. This toxin can inhibit nerve function,
potentially causing paralysis without immediate death. Additionally, compounds like datura species,
with hallucinogenic and delirium-inducing properties, may contribute to the zombification
phenomenon by altering consciousness.

However, scientific replication of Davis’s findings has been limited, and many experts regard the
zombification explanation as a combination of pharmacology, cultural belief, and social control rather
than a purely biochemical process.

Implications and Criticism

Wade Davis’s work has sparked debate across several disciplines. Some anthropologists argue that
zombification is better understood as a socio-cultural phenomenon involving fear, social ostracism,
and psychological trauma. Critics also caution against interpreting Haitian Vodou through a purely

biomedical lens, which risks ignoring the spiritual and communal dimensions of the practice.

Despite these critiques, the investigation into the serpent and the rainbow remains a compelling
example of interdisciplinary research bridging folklore, science, and narrative storytelling.

Legacy and Influence in Popular Culture

The serpent and the rainbow continues to influence horror cinema, ethnographic literature, and
popular perceptions of Haitian culture. The film’s cult status among horror enthusiasts is matched by
the academic interest in the book’s ethnobotanical insights.

Comparisons with Other Zombie Narratives

Unlike the modern zombie archetype popularized by George A. Romero’s films — depicting zombies
as mindless, flesh-eating creatures — The Serpent and the Rainbow presents zombies as a
phenomenon rooted in human manipulation and pharmacology. This lends a more psychological and



realistic dimension to the zombie mythos, connecting it to tangible cultural practices rather than
purely supernatural horror.

Continuing Relevance

In an era where cultural appropriation and representation are critically examined, revisiting The
Serpent and the Rainbow invites reflection on how indigenous beliefs are portrayed in media. The film
and book challenge audiences to look beyond sensationalism and engage with the complexities of
Haitian Vodou and its social contexts.

Moreover, the ongoing fascination with the zombie genre, from television shows to video games, owes
some intellectual debt to the groundwork laid by works like The Serpent and the Rainbow that
combine myth and reality.

The serpent and the rainbow remains a unique intersection of horror, anthropology, and cultural
exploration. As both a cinematic experience and an ethnographic case study, it prompts enduring
guestions about the power of belief, the boundaries of science, and the stories we tell about the
unknown.

The Serpent And The Rainbow

the serpent and the rainbow: The Serpent and the Rainbow Wade Davis, 2010-10-05 A
scientific investigation and personal adventure story about zombis and the voudoun culture of Haiti
by a Harvard scientist. In April 1982, ethnobotanist Wade Davis arrived in Haiti to investigate two
documented cases of zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society years after they had
been officially declared dead and had been buried. Drawn into a netherworld of rituals and
celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun mystique deeply enough to place zombification in its
proper context within vodoun culture. In the course of his investigation, Davis came to realize that
the story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins of its people to the successful
Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where vodoun culture is, in effect, the
government of Haiti’s countryside. The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological
investigation with a remarkable personal adventure to illuminate and finally explain a phenomenon
that has long fascinated Americans.

the serpent and the rainbow: THE SERPENT AND THE RAINBOW, 1988

the serpent and the rainbow: Wes Craven John Kenneth Muir, 2004-03-09 Filmmaker Wes
Craven has consistently and imaginatively scared movie audiences since the early 1970s. His films
encompass a variety of styles, elements and themes, from the nihilistic existentialism of The Last
House on the Left to the successful A Nightmare on Elm Street (which sent horror in a bold new
direction), to the hallucinatory dreamscapes of The Serpent and the Rainbow. And in the nineties,
Craven returned with the Scream films, which were simultaneously funny, clever and scary films
that overturned the horror cliches of the eighties. The present work provides a history of Craven's
film career since 1972, examining all the themes and techniques the filmmaker explored. For each
film, a synopsis, cast and credits, historical context, and critical commentary are provided. Also
covered in detail are Craven's forays into television, including movies such as Stranger in the House
and work on such series as The New Twilight Zone.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-02-15 New York magazine was
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born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-02-15 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-02-22 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-02-22 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-02-22 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-02-15 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Serpent's Tale Gregory McNamee, 2000 “We travel the
world,” writes Gregory McNamee, “and wherever we go there are snake stories to entertain us.”
Here are some fifty diverse and unusual accounts of serpents from cultures across time and around
the globe: snakes that talk, jump, and dance; snakes that transform into other creatures; snakes that
just . .. watch. Many selections are drawn from the rich oral traditions of peoples in every clime that
supports reptiles, from the Akimel O’odham of North America to the Mensa Bet-Abrahe of Africa to
the Mungkjan of Australia. Included as well are such writings as prayers from the Egyptian Book of
the Dead, fairy tales collected by the Brothers Grimm, a poem by Emily Dickinson, and a journal
entry by Charles Darwin. What we read about snakes in The Serpent’s Tale is just as fascinating for
what it says about us, for there always will be something primordial about our connection to them.
That bond is evident in these stories: in how we associate snakes with nature’s elemental forces,
how we attribute special qualities to their eyes and skin, and how they preside over all phases of our
existence, from creation to death to resurrection.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Films Salvador
Jiménez Murguia, 2018-04-12 Winner, RUSA 2019 Outstanding References Source Winner and
named a Library Journal Best Reference Book of the Year 2018 From D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a



Nation in 1915 to the recent Get Out, audiences and critics alike have responded to racism in motion
pictures for more than a century. Whether subtle or blatant, racially biased images and narratives
erase minorities, perpetuate stereotypes, and keep alive practices of discrimination and
marginalization. Even in the 21st century, the American film industry is not “color blind,” evidenced
by films such as Babel (2006), A Better Life (2011), and 12 Years a Slave (2013). The Encyclopedia of
Racism in American Film documents one facet of racism in the film industry, wherein historically
underrepresented peoples are misrepresented—through a lack of roles for actors of color,
stereotyping, negative associations, and an absence of rich, nuanced characters. Offering insights
and analysis from over seventy scholars, critics, and activists, the volume highlights issues such as:
Hollywood'’s diversity crisisWhite Savior filmsMagic Negro tropesThe disconnect between screen
images and lived realities of African Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, and Asians A companion
to the ever-growing field of race studies, this volume opens up a critical dialogue on an always
timely issue. The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Film will appeal to scholars of cinema, race
and ethnicity studies, and cultural history.

the serpent and the rainbow: Encyclopedia of the Zombie June Michele Pulliam, Anthony J.
Fonseca, 2014-06-19 A fascinating read for anyone from general readers to hardcore fans and
scholars, this encyclopedia covers virtually every aspect of the zombie as cultural phenomenon,
including film, literature, folklore, music, video games, and events. The proliferation of
zombie-related fiction, film, games, events, and other media in the last decade would seem to
indicate that zombies are the new vampires in popular culture. The editors and contributors of
Encyclopedia of the Zombie: The Walking Dead in Popular Culture and Myth took on the prodigious
task of covering all aspects of the phenomenon, from the less-known historical and cultural origins of
the zombie myth to the significant works of film and literature as well as video games in the modern
day that feature the insatiable, relentless zombie character. The encyclopedia examines a wide
range of significant topics pertaining to zombies, such as zombies in the pulp magazines; the
creation of the figure of the zuvembie to subvert decades of censorship by the Comics Code of
Authority; Humans vs. Zombies, a popular zombie-themed game played on college campuses across
the country; and annual Halloween zombie walks. Organized alphabetically to facilitate use of the
encyclopedia as a research tool, it also includes entries on important scholarly works in the
expanding field of zombie studies.

the serpent and the rainbow: New York Magazine , 1988-03-07 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Symbolism of the Stupa Adrian Snodgrass, 2018-05-31 A
close analysis of the architecture of the stupa—a Buddhist symbolic form that is found throughout
South, Southeast, and East Asia. The author, who trained as an architect, examines both the physical
and metaphysical levels of these buildings, which derive their meaning and significance from
Buddhist and Brahmanist influences.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Serpent's Plumes Adam W. Coon, 2024-05-01 Draws on
Nahua concepts to explore Nahua literary production and contributions to cultural activism from the
1980s to the present. The Serpent's Plumes analyzes contemporary Nahua cultural production,
principally bilingual Nahuatl-Spanish xochitlajtoli, or poetry, written from the 1980s to the present.
Adam W. Coon draws on Nahua perspectives as a decolonizing theoretical framework to argue that
Nahua writers deploy unique worldviews-namely, ixtlamatilistli (knowledge with the face, which
highlights the value of personal experiences); yoltlajlamikilistli (knowledge with the heart, which
underscores the importance of affective intelligence); and tlaixpan (that which is in front, which
presents the past as lying ahead of a subject rather than behind). The views of ixtlamatilistli,
yoltlajlamikilistli, and tlaixpan are key in Nahua struggles and effectively challenge those who




attempt to marginalize Native knowledge production.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Invention of God in Indigenous Societies James Cox,
2014-09-19 Indigenous societies around the world have been historically disparaged by European
explorers, colonial officials and Christian missionaries. Nowhere was this more evident than in early
descriptions of indigenous religions as savage, primitive, superstitious and fetishistic. Liberal
intellectuals, both indigenous and colonial, reacted to this by claiming that, before indigenous
peoples ever encountered Europeans, they all believed in a Supreme Being. The Invention of God in
Indigenous Societies argues that, by alleging that God can be located at the core of pre-Christian
cultures, this claim effectively invents a tradition which only makes sense theologically if God has
never left himself without a witness. Examining a range of indigenous religions from North America,
Africa and Australasia - the Shona of Zimbabwe, the Rainbow Spirit Theology in Australia, the Yupiit
of Alaska, and the Maori of New Zealand - the book argues that the interests of indigenous societies
are best served by carefully describing their religious beliefs and practices using historical and
phenomenological methods - just as would be done in the study of any world religion.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Symbolism of the Stupa Adrian Snodgrass, 1992-01-01 In
his preface to The Symbolism of the Stupa Prof. Craig Reynolds writes The stupa is a symbolic form
that pullulates throghout South Southeast and East Asia. In its Indian manifestations it is an extreme
case in terms of architectural function: it has no usablehas a basic simplicity. In this state of the art’
studt Adrian Snodrass reads the stupa as a cultural artifact. The mounment concretizes
metaphyswical principles and generates multivalent meanings in ways that can be articulated with
literary texts and other architectural forms. This study analyses a pattern of interrelated meanings
generated by the form of the stupa. It does so by reference to myth, to ritual and to doctrine, viewing
the architectural form from within the conceptual framework of the tradition to which it belongs.
This approach involves questions of aim and methodology. A deeper understanding of a symbol is
gained by studying the grid or net formed by its symbolic homologues. The pattern of meaning that
emerges from the juxtaposition of cognate symbols does not exhaust the significance of the symbol,
which is ultimately beyond worlds, but it reinforces its intimations, indicating a logical cohesion and
integrity which in itself is an intimation of the all-pervasiveness of Principle. It is precisely this
pattern of inter-reflection or symbols that this study attempts to delineate. By bringing together
cognate symbols in apposition, it attempts to mark out the field of symbolic interactions which the
stupa generates.

the serpent and the rainbow: Villains and Villainy , 2011-01-01 This collection of essays
explores the representations, incarnations and manifestations of evil when it is embodied in a
particular villain or in an evil presence. All the essays contribute to showing how omnipresent yet
vastly under-studied the phenomena of the villain and evil are. Together they confirm the importance
of the continued study of villains and villainy in order to understand the premises behind the
representation of evil, its internal localized logic, its historical contingency, and its specific
conditions.

the serpent and the rainbow: The Ocean Reader Eric Paul Roorda, 2020-01-17 From
prehistoric times to the present, the Ocean has been used as a highway for trade, a source of food
and resources, and a space for recreation and military conquest, as well as an inspiration for
religion, culture, and the arts. The Ocean Reader charts humans' relationship to the Ocean, which
has often been seen as a changeless space without a history. It collects familiar, forgotten, and
previously unpublished texts from all corners of the world. Spanning antiquity to the present, the
volume's selections cover myriad topics including the slave trade, explorers from China and the
Middle East, shipwrecks and castaways, Caribbean and Somali pirates, battles and U-boats,
narratives of the Ocean's origins, and the devastating effects of climate change. Containing gems of
maritime writing ranging from myth, memoir, poetry, and scientific research to journalism, song
lyrics, and scholarly writing, The Ocean Reader is the essential guide for all those wanting to
understand the complex and long history of the Ocean that covers over 70 percent of the planet.

the serpent and the rainbow: Sacred Light of The Blacks Brice Parfait Ndzigou, 2009
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