the middle place by kelly corrigan

The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan: A Heartfelt Journey Through Life’s Intersections

the middle place by kelly corrigan is a memoir that resonates deeply with anyone who has ever
found themselves caught between the roles of child and caregiver. Kelly Corrigan, a celebrated
author known for her candid storytelling and emotional insight, delivers a powerful narrative that
explores the complexities of family dynamics, illness, and the unexpected ways life teaches us about
love and resilience.

If you've come across this book or heard about it, you might be wondering what makes The Middle
Place by Kelly Corrigan stand out in the crowded field of memoirs. This article delves into the
themes, writing style, and emotional impact of the book, offering insights into why it has touched so
many readers and continues to be a meaningful read.

Understanding The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan

At its core, The Middle Place is a story about duality and the in-between spaces in life. Kelly
Corrigan reflects on a pivotal time when she was caring for her sick mother while simultaneously
facing her own health challenges as a new mother. This “middle place” represents the complicated
intersection where roles blur, and emotions run deep.

The Memoir’s Central Themes

The memoir touches on several universal themes, including:
e Family and Caregiving: Corrigan’s role shifts from daughter to caregiver, highlighting the
emotional labor involved in looking after a parent.

e Illness and Mortality: Both Kelly and her mother face cancer diagnoses, bringing themes of
vulnerability and mortality to the forefront.

e Love and Resilience: Despite the hardships, the narrative is filled with moments of humor,
hope, and strength.

e Motherhood: The juxtaposition of new life and the impending loss of a parent creates a
poignant narrative tension.

These themes are woven seamlessly throughout the memoir, making it relatable and profoundly
moving for readers from all walks of life.



Kelly Corrigan’s Writing Style and Storytelling

One of the reasons The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan resonates so strongly is her authentic and
conversational writing style. Unlike some memoirs that can feel overly polished or distant, Corrigan
writes with warmth, wit, and a candid voice that invites readers into her personal world.

Engaging and Relatable Narrative

Corrigan’s storytelling feels like a heartfelt conversation with a close friend. She doesn’t shy away
from the messy realities of caregiving or the fears associated with illness, yet she balances these
with humor and grace. This approach makes the memoir not only emotionally impactful but also
accessible and engaging.

Use of Vivid Imagery and Anecdotes

Throughout The Middle Place, Corrigan employs vivid imagery and poignant anecdotes that bring
her experiences to life. Whether describing a hospital waiting room or a quiet moment with her
mother, these details enrich the story and help readers connect deeply with the narrative.

The Impact of The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan on
Readers

Many readers find The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan to be a source of comfort and understanding,
especially those navigating similar life challenges. The memoir offers more than just a personal
story; it provides insight into the emotional realities of caregiving and the importance of compassion.

Why The Middle Place Resonates with Caregivers

Caregivers often experience feelings of isolation, stress, and emotional exhaustion. Corrigan’s
honest depiction validates these feelings and highlights the strength required to navigate this role.
Readers frequently mention how the memoir helped them feel seen and less alone in their struggles.

Lessons on Navigating Life’s Transitions

The memoir also serves as a guide to managing life’s unpredictable turns, illustrating that it’s okay
to feel conflicted or overwhelmed when caught in “middle places.” Corrigan’s story encourages
embracing vulnerability and finding strength in the midst of uncertainty.



Exploring Related Topics and Further Reading

If The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan has piqued your interest, you might also appreciate other
works and topics that explore similar themes:

¢ Memoirs on Family and Illness: Books like Joan Didion’s “The Year of Magical Thinking”
and Atul Gawande’s “Being Mortal” provide profound insights into family, illness, and
caregiving.

e Caregiving Resources: Understanding the emotional and practical aspects of caregiving can
be supported by resources such as caregiver support groups and literature on caregiver
burnout.

e Motherhood and Identity: Exploring how motherhood reshapes identity can add depth to
your appreciation of Corrigan’s narrative.

Engaging with these topics can deepen your understanding of the emotional landscape that The
Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan so beautifully captures.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Middle Place by
Kelly Corrigan

If you decide to read this memoir, here are a few tips to enhance your experience:

1. Give Yourself Time: The emotional depth of the memoir means it’s worth reading slowly and
reflecting on the moments that resonate.

2. Journal Your Thoughts: Writing down your reactions can help process the themes of
caregiving, loss, and resilience.

3. Discuss with Others: Sharing the book with a book club or friends can open up meaningful
conversations about life’s challenging “middle places.”

4. Explore Corrigan’s Other Works: Kelly Corrigan has written other memoirs and essays that
complement the themes in The Middle Place and provide additional perspective on family and
personal growth.

Approaching the book with openness can make it a truly enriching reading experience.

The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan stands out as a heartfelt exploration of the spaces in life where
roles and emotions intersect in unexpected ways. Through her candid storytelling, Corrigan invites
readers to reflect on the complexities of love, caregiving, and resilience, making this memoir a



poignant reminder of the strength found in vulnerability. Whether you are a caregiver, a mother, or
simply someone seeking an honest story about navigating life’s challenges, this book offers profound
insights that linger long after the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Middle Place' by Kelly
Corrigan?

'The Middle Place' explores themes of family, illness, resilience, and the complex dynamics between
a mother and daughter as they both face cancer diagnoses.

How does Kelly Corrigan describe her relationship with her
mother in 'The Middle Place'?

Kelly Corrigan describes her relationship with her mother as deeply intertwined and evolving,
highlighting moments of vulnerability, strength, and mutual support during their health struggles.

What genre does 'The Middle Place' by Kelly Corrigan belong
to?

‘The Middle Place' is a memoir that blends personal narrative with reflections on illness, family, and
life’s challenges.

Why is 'The Middle Place' considered an inspiring read?

'The Middle Place' is inspiring because it portrays courage in the face of adversity, the power of
family bonds, and the capacity to find hope and humor during difficult times.

How does Kelly Corrigan use humor in 'The Middle Place'?

Kelly Corrigan uses humor to lighten the emotional weight of her story, making her experiences with
cancer and family struggles more relatable and human.

What impact did writing 'The Middle Place' have on Kelly
Corrigan?

Writing 'The Middle Place' helped Kelly Corrigan process her experiences with illness and family,
offering her a way to connect with others facing similar challenges.

Is 'The Middle Place' suitable for readers who have
experienced cancer?

Yes, 'The Middle Place' resonates deeply with readers who have experienced cancer, as it provides
an honest and empathetic portrayal of the emotional and physical journey involved.



Additional Resources
The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan: Navigating Life’s Complex Intersections

the middle place by kelly corrigan emerges as a poignant memoir that delves into the intricate
spaces where personal identity, family dynamics, and the universal experience of caregiving
converge. Known for her evocative storytelling and candid reflections, Corrigan invites readers into
a deeply personal narrative that resonates with anyone who has stood at the crossroads of life’s most
challenging moments. This book not only chronicles a daughter’s role in caring for her mother but
also explores themes of illness, resilience, and the bittersweet balance between roles that define the
“middle place” in our lives.

Exploring the Core Themes of The Middle Place by
Kelly Corrigan

At its heart, The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan is a meditation on the duality of experience—caught
between youth and adulthood, illness and health, dependence and independence. Corrigan’s
narrative is rooted in her own life, where she simultaneously navigates the complexities of
motherhood and the responsibility of caring for her cancer-stricken mother. This dual caregiving
role is a central motif, offering an authentic exploration of what it means to be in the middle place,
figuratively and literally.

The memoir is rich with emotional depth, characterized by Corrigan’s sharp wit and unflinching
honesty. The middle place, as she describes it, is not just a physical or temporal space but an
emotional and psychological state where contradictions coexist. This theme is particularly relevant
in contemporary discussions about caregiving, chronic illness, and family dynamics, providing
readers with an intimate look at the challenges and unexpected joys that arise from such
intersections.

Kelly Corrigan’s Narrative Style and Its Impact

One of the standout features of The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan is her narrative style, which
blends humor, vulnerability, and a conversational tone. Corrigan’s prose is accessible yet profound,
allowing readers to engage with heavy subject matter without feeling overwhelmed. Her storytelling
employs vivid imagery and anecdotal evidence that enhance the memoir’s relatability.

The use of personal anecdotes serves not only to humanize the abstract concepts of illness and
caregiving but also to invite empathy. Corrigan’s ability to oscillate between moments of levity and
seriousness mirrors the unpredictable nature of the middle place itself. This balance is crucial for
readers seeking both emotional connection and insight into the caregiving experience.

Comparative Insights: The Middle Place Versus Other



Memoirs on Caregiving

In the landscape of caregiving memoirs, The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan holds a distinctive
position. While many books focus exclusively on either the patient’s or caregiver’s perspective,
Corrigan’s dual role offers a nuanced articulation of the emotional and practical challenges involved.
Compared to other notable works such as Joan Didion’s “The Year of Magical Thinking” or Atul
Gawande’s “Being Mortal,” Corrigan’s memoir emphasizes the simultaneous navigation of multiple
caregiving roles within a family context.

This dual perspective enriches the narrative, making it particularly valuable for readers who find
themselves balancing similar responsibilities. Furthermore, Corrigan’s use of humor and candid
reflection differentiates the memoir from others that may adopt a more clinical or solemn tone,
thereby broadening its appeal and accessibility.

Broader Implications and Relevance of The Middle
Place by Kelly Corrigan

Beyond its personal narrative, The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan taps into broader societal issues
regarding healthcare, familial obligations, and the evolving definition of adulthood. The memoir
implicitly critiques the healthcare system by highlighting the emotional labor that often falls on
family members, especially women, in navigating medical crises.

Additionally, Corrigan’s exploration of the “middle place” resonates with the millennial generation
and beyond, many of whom find themselves in similar transitional stages marked by caregiving,
career development, and parenthood. This generational relevance enhances the book’s impact and
its role as a cultural touchstone for understanding midlife challenges.

Strengths and Limitations of The Middle Place

e Strengths: The memoir’s greatest strength lies in its authentic voice and emotional
resonance. Corrigan’s skillful balance of humor and pathos makes difficult topics accessible
and engaging. The dual caregiving perspective offers a fresh lens on family illness narratives.

e Limitations: Readers seeking a comprehensive medical or clinical analysis of cancer care may
find the memoir lacking in technical detail. The book’s focus is more on emotional experience
than on healthcare logistics or policy critique.

This balance of strengths and limitations does not detract from the memoir’s overall contribution but
rather defines its niche within the genre of personal narratives.



Who Should Read The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan?

The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan is particularly recommended for:

1. Caregivers seeking validation and insight into their complex roles.

2. Individuals coping with family illness who want to understand the emotional landscape of
caregiving.

3. Readers interested in memoirs that blend humor and poignancy.
4. Healthcare professionals looking to gain empathy for patient families.

5. Anyone navigating transitional life stages marked by competing responsibilities.

Its accessibility and emotional honesty make it suitable for a broad audience, from casual readers to
professionals in related fields.

Conclusion: The Enduring Resonance of The Middle
Place by Kelly Corrigan

The Middle Place by Kelly Corrigan stands out as a compelling examination of the spaces between
life’s defined roles, highlighting the emotional complexity of caregiving and family relationships. Its
narrative invites readers to reflect on their own experiences of balance, loss, and love, making it a
valuable addition to contemporary memoir literature. Through her candid storytelling, Corrigan not
only depicts the challenges of the middle place but also celebrates the resilience and humanity found
within it.

The Middle Place By Kelly Corrigan

the middle place by kelly corrigan: The Middle Place Kelly Corrigan, 2008-01-08 The Middle
Place is about calling home. Instinctively. Even when all the paperwork -- a marriage license, a
notarized deed, two birth certificates, and seven years of tax returns -- clearly indicates you're an
adult, but all the same, there you are, clutching the phone and thanking God that you're still
somebody's daughter. For Kelly Corrigan, family is everything. At thirty-six, she had a marriage that
worked, a couple of funny, active kids, and a weekly newspaper column. But even as a thriving adult,
Kelly still saw herself as George Corrigan's daughter. A garrulous Irish-American charmer from
Baltimore, George was the center of the ebullient, raucous Corrigan clan. He greeted every day by
opening his bedroom window and shouting, Hello, World! Suffice it to say, Kelly's was a colorful
childhood, just the sort a girl could get attached to. Kelly lives deep within what she calls the Middle
Place -- that sliver of time when parenthood and childhood overlap -- comfortably wedged between
her adult duties and her parents' care. But she's abruptly shoved into a coming-of-age when she


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/the-middle-place-by-kelly-corrigan.pdf

finds a lump in her breast -- and gets the diagnosis no one wants to hear. And so Kelly's journey to
full-blown adulthood begins. When George, too, learns he has late-stage cancer, it is Kelly's turn to
take care of the man who had always taken care of her -- and show us a woman as she finally takes
the leap and grows up. Kelly Corrigan is a natural-born storyteller, a gift you quickly recognize as
her father's legacy, and her stories are rich with everyday details. She captures the beat of an
ordinary life and the tender, sometimes fractious moments that bind families together. Rueful and
honest, Kelly is the prized friend who will tell you her darkest, lowest, screwiest thoughts, and then
later, dance on the coffee table at your party. Funny, yet heart-wrenching, The Middle Place is about
being a parent and a child at the same time. It is about the special double-vision you get when you
are standing with one foot in each place. It is about the family you make and the family you came
from -- and locating, navigating, and finally celebrating the place where they meet. It is about
reaching for life with both hands -- and finding it.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Summary of Kelly Corrigan's The Middle Place
Everest Media,, 2022-06-30T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 I aspire to be the self-actualized person who no longer needs or
even wants her birthday to be noticed. I try to not plan something for my birthday, but this year, I
want to celebrate mine. I want to meet up with some friends in San Francisco for lunch. #2 I find a
lump in my breast, and I tell my husband about it. He tells me that it’s probably a cyst, and that I
have no breast cancer in my family, which is good. I get a mammogram the next day, and it turns out
to be a cyst. #3 I lay my body across my bed to muffle the earsplitting sound of the alarm. I read a
long article from a ten-year-old National Geographic about Hurricane Andrew in Florida. On the
cover, there is a dirty, sticky, sunburned Marine holding a newly homeless toddler. #4 I grew up on
Wooded Lane, just a mile from Villanova University, in the suburbs of Philadelphia. My brothers
shared a bedroom, but I had my own, a pink gingham wonderland behind a hollow door from Sears
that was covered with Wacky Packages stickers.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Tell Me More Kelly Corrigan, 2019-04-30 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A story-driven collection of essays on the twelve powerful phrases we use to
sustain our relationships, from the bestselling author of Glitter and Glue and The Middle Place “Kelly
Corrigan takes on all the big, difficult questions here, with great warmth and courage.”—Glennon
Doyle NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY REAL SIMPLE AND BUSTLE It's a
crazy idea: trying to name the phrases that make love and connection possible. But that’s just what
Kelly Corrigan has set out to do here. In her New York Times bestselling memoirs, Corrigan distilled
our core relationships to their essences, showcasing a warm, easy storytelling style. Now, in Tell Me
More, she’s back with a deeply personal, unfailingly honest, and often hilarious examination of the
essential phrases that turn the wheel of life. In “I Don’t Know,” Corrigan wrestles to make peace
with uncertainty, whether it’s over invitations that never came or a friend’s agonizing infertility. In
“No,” she admires her mother’s ability to set boundaries and her liberating willingness to be
unpopular. In “Tell Me More,” a facialist named Tish teaches her something important about
listening. And in “I Was Wrong,” she comes clean about her disastrous role in a family fight—and
explains why saying sorry may not be enough. With refreshing candor, a deep well of empathy, and
her signature desire to understand “the thing behind the thing,” Corrigan swings between
meditations on life with a preoccupied husband and two mercurial teenage daughters to profound
observations on love and loss. With the streetwise, ever-relatable voice that defines Corrigan’s work,
Tell Me More is a moving and meaningful take on the power of the right words at the right moment
to change everything. Praise for Tell Me More “It is such a comfort just knowing that Kelly Corrigan
exists: she is somehow both wise and self-deprecating; funny but unafraid of pain; frank but gentle.
She is the sister/mother/best friend we all wish we could have—and because of this big-hearted
book, we all get to.”—Ariel Levy, author of The Rules Do Not Apply “With full-bodied humor and
radical sensitivity, Kelly Corrigan transforms the mundane pain of life into a necessary spiritual text
of sorts, one that reminds us that we have the right to grieve but the obligation to be grateful. This
book will remind you that you are human—and of the fragile loveliness of being so.”—Lena Dunham



the middle place by kelly corrigan: Lift Kelly Corrigan, 2010-03-02 No matter when and why
this comes to your hands, I want to put down on paper how things started with us. Written as a letter
to her children, Kelly Corrigan's Lift is a tender, intimate, and robust portrait of risk and love; a
touchstone for anyone who wants to live more fully. In Lift, Corrigan weaves together three true and
unforgettable stories of adults willing to experience emotional hazards in exchange for the
gratifications of raising children. Lift takes its name from hang gliding, a pursuit that requires flying
directly into rough air, because turbulence saves a glider from sinking out. For Corrigan, this
wisdom--that to fly requires chaotic, sometimes even violent passages--becomes a metaphor for all of
life's most meaningful endeavors, particularly the great flight that is parenting. Corrigan serves it up
straight--how mundanely and fiercely her children have been loved, how close most lives
occasionally come to disaster, and how often we fall short as mothers and fathers. Lift is for
everyone who has been caught off guard by the pace and vulnerability of raising children, to remind
us that our work is important and our time limited. Like Anne Morrow Lindbergh's Gift from the Sea,
Lift is a meditation on the complexities of a woman's life, and like Corrigan's memoir, The Middle
Place, Lift is boisterous and generous, a book readers can't wait to share.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Everyday Holy Melanie Shankle, 2018-04-10 It’s easy to
feel disheartened when you're facing dreams that haven’t come true, heartbreak that never seems to
end, or financial strains that weigh you down. Maybe you’re wondering if God can still use you with
all your imperfections. In the 100 devotions in Everyday Holy, New York Times bestselling author
and creator of The Big Mama Blog Melanie Shankle says absolutely yes. If you're looking for the line
that connects the dots, Everyday Holy is for you! Inside, Melanie reminds readers: God uses unlikely,
ordinary people to accomplish His divine purposes. God specializes in using everyday acts of
faithfulness to change the world around us. God has incomparable spiritual riches for us when we
trust in Him. This keepsake devotional includes: 100 devotions, each with a Scripture and
inspirational story. Everyday Holy makes a beautiful gift for any friend or loved one for birthdays,
Mother’s Day, or the holidays. Or, curl up with it yourself when you want a reminder that the hope
you’ve been called to is much greater, deeper, and more powerful than anything we can fathom
when we trust in Him.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Glitter and Glue Kelly Corrigan, 2014-02-04 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A memoir from the author of The Middle Place about mothers and
daughters—a bond that can be nourishing, exasperating, and occasionally divine. When Kelly
Corrigan was in high school, her mother neatly summarized the family dynamic as “Your father’s the
glitter but I'm the glue.” This meant nothing to Kelly, who left childhood sure that her mom—with
her inviolable commandments and proud stoicism—would be nothing more than background chatter
for the rest of Kelly’s life, which she was carefully orienting toward adventure. After college, armed
with a backpack, her personal mission statement, and a wad of traveler’s checks, she took off for
Australia to see things and do things and Become Interesting. But it didn’t turn out the way she
pictured it. In a matter of months, her savings shot, she had a choice: get a job or go home. That’s
how Kelly met John Tanner, a newly widowed father of two looking for a live-in nanny. They chatted
for an hour, discussed timing and pay, and a week later, Kelly moved in. And there, in that house in a
suburb north of Sydney, 10,000 miles from the house where she was raised, her mother’s voice was
suddenly everywhere, nudging and advising, cautioning and directing, escorting her through a
terrain as foreign as any she had ever trekked. Every day she spent with the Tanner kids was a day
spent reconsidering her relationship with her mother, turning it over in her hands like a shell,
straining to hear whatever messages might be trapped in its spiral. This is a book about the
difference between travel and life experience, stepping out and stepping up, fathers and mothers.
But mostly it’s about who you admire and why, and how that changes over time. Praise for Glitter
and Glue “I loved this book, I was moved by this book, and now I will share this book with my own
mother—along with my renewed appreciation for certain debts of love that can never be
repaid.”—Elizabeth Gilbert, New York Times bestselling author of Eat, Pray, Love “Kelly Corrigan’s
thoughtful and beautifully rendered meditation invites readers to reflect on their own launchings



and homecomings. I accepted the invitation and learned things about myself. You will, too. Isn’t that
why we read?”—Wally Lamb, New York Times bestselling author of We Are Water “Kelly Corrigan is
no stranger to mining the depths of her heart. . . . Through her own experience of caring for
children, she begins, for the first time, to appreciate the complex woman who raised her.”—O: The
Oprah Magazine

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Faith Through the Journey: My One-Year Journal of
God[Js Grace in the Midst of Breast Cancer Beth Veenstra, 2012-06-03 Diagnosed with breast
cancer at 41, while still raising young children with her husband, Beth thought she was doomed to
an early death. This year-long journal tells of her journey into the abyss of diagnosis and treatment
and the climb out into the light as God healed her. With a wide blend of facts about treatment, raw
emotions centered on the fear of the unknown, and humorous incidents often involving baldness, this
book will have readers laughing and crying. Eloquently written, this book is the perfect read for any
woman undergoing breast cancer treatment who wants to know what the year will hold for her.
Written from a Christian perspective, this book will encourage the reader and confirm that God is in
control.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: No Cheating, No Dying Elizabeth Weil, 2012-02-07
Written with charm and wit, No Cheating, No Dying investigates one of the most universal human
institutions—marriage. Elizabeth Weil and her husband Dan have two basic ground rules for their
marriage: no cheating, no dying. For ten years it’s worked fine, but Elizabeth started to wonder if it
could be better. Elizabeth Weil believes that you don’t get married in a white dress, in front of all
your future in-laws and ex-boyfriends but gradually, over time, through all the road rage incidents
and pre-colonoscopy enemas, good and bad dinners, and all the small moments you never expected
to happen or much less endure. In this book, Weil examines the major universal marriage
issues—sex, money, mental health, in-laws, children—through bravely recounting her own hilarious,
messy, and sometimes difficult relationship. She seeks out the advice of financial planners,
psychoanalysts, therapists, household management consultants, priests, rabbis, and the United
States government. Woven into this funny and forthright narrative is Weil's extensive research on
marriage and marriage improvement. The result is an illuminating and entertaining read that is a
fresh addition to the body of literature about marriage.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Food Lit Melissa Brackney Stoeger, 2013-01-08 An
essential tool for assisting leisure readers interested in topics surrounding food, this unique book
contains annotations and read-alikes for hundreds of nonfiction titles about the joys of comestibles
and cooking. Food Lit: A Reader's Guide to Epicurean Nonfiction provides a much-needed resource
for librarians assisting adult readers interested in the topic of food—a group that is continuing to
grow rapidly. Containing annotations of hundreds of nonfiction titles about food that are arranged
into genre and subject interest categories for easy reference, the book addresses a diversity of
reading experiences by covering everything from foodie memoirs and histories of food to extreme
cuisine and food exposés. Author Melissa Stoeger has organized and described hundreds of
nonfiction titles centered on the themes of food and eating, including life stories, history, science,
and investigative nonfiction. The work emphasizes titles published in the past decade without
overlooking significant benchmark and classic titles. It also provides lists of suggested read-alikes
for those titles, and includes several helpful appendices of fiction titles featuring food, food
magazines, and food blogs.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Tumor Anna Leahy, 2017-09-07 Tumor examines the
cultural attitudes that shape the ways we research a tumor scientifically, treat it medically, and talk
about it socially.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Pieces of My Mother Melissa Cistaro, 2015-05-05 A
story that lingers in the heart long after the last page is turned. —HOPE EDELMAN, bestselling
author of Motherless Daughters and The Possibility of Everything This provocative, poignant memoir
of a daughter whose mother left her behind by choice begs the question: Are we destined to make
the same mistakes as our parents? One summer, Melissa Cistaro's mother drove off without



explanation Devastated, Melissa and her brothers were left to pick up the pieces, always tormented
by the thought: Why did their mother abandon them? Thirty-five years later, with children of her
own, Melissa finds herself in Olympia, Washington, as her mother is dying. After decades of hiding
her painful memories, she has just days to find out what happened that summer and confront the
fear she could do the same to her kids. But Melissa never expects to stumble across a cache of
letters her mother wrote to her but never sent, which could hold the answers she seeks. Haunting
yet ultimately uplifting, Pieces of My Mother chronicles one woman's quest to discover what drives a
mother to walk away from the children she loves. Alternating between Melissa's tumultuous
coming-of-age and her mother's final days, this captivating memoir reveals how our parents' choices
impact our own and how we can survive those to forge our own paths.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Raising Kingdom Kids Devotional Tony Evans, 2014-12-18
The Raising Kingdom Kids Devotional is based on the biblical principles and concepts presented in
the book Raising Kingdom Kids by Dr. Tony Evans. It offers 90 daily devotions for moms and dads
who wants to raise their child with a Kingdom perspective, preparing them to take on the
assignments God has for their lives. It also encourages parents as they embrace their God-given role
in raising sons and daughters to become Kingdom men and women. This devotional provides
overarching parenting principles from Scripture, along with teaching and inspiration for
contributing to a child’s relationship with God and alignment under His plan. It also provides
specific encouragement to parents as they live out Kingdom-minded values and instill them in their
children—including the power of prayer, wisdom, loving God’s Word, getting through trials,
controlling the tongue, developing patience, the surrender of service, and more.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: NOOKcolor For Dummies Corey Sandler, 2011-02-08
NOOKCcolor For Dummies provides readers with all the information they need in order to get the
most out of their NOOKcolor e-reader. Key topics covered include: Introducing the ebook and
e-reader concept Navigating the technical aspects of The NOOKcolor, including touchscreen
technology, wireless access, software updates Downloading and shopping for e-books Listening to
music on your NOOKcolor Powering the NOOKcolor Formats Reading an e-book on an e-reader,
including lighting, font adjustments, and so on Using the Android-based applications that come with
the NOOKcolor Listening to audio books on the NOOKcolor Creating your own ebooks Personalizing
the Nook, including accessories (B&N expects a strong revenue stream from what they call the
NOOKCcolor Eco-System, which will include the accessories, personalizations, applications, and
more) Sharing books on The NOOKcolor Internet Resources 10 Things Other Than A Book to Keep
on Your NOOKCcolor

the middle place by kelly corrigan: A Study Guide for Sarah Ruhl's "The Clean House" Gale,
Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Sarah Ruhl's The Clean House, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Drama for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Drama for Students for all of your research needs.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: How to Self-Publish Your Book Dr. Jan Yager, 2019-08-07
A new world has opened to writers who wish to have their words turned into finished books. With
technological advances in typesetting, printing, distribution, and sales, self-publishing has become a
reality. But while converting your writing into a commercially available title may sound relatively
easy—based upon the claims of some companies that offer this service—there are many important
considerations you should be aware of before going to press. Publishing expert Dr. Jan Yager has
created an easy-to-follow guide that will take you from a book’s conception and writing to its
production and sales. Whether your work is fiction or nonfiction, How to Self-Publish Your Book
offers sound and proven advice at every turn, enabling you to avoid common pitfalls along the way to
becoming a self-published author. The book is divided into three parts. Part One takes you through
the initial manuscript preparation—setting your goals, writing, sequencing, editing, and proofing, as
well as creating a business plan for your book’s eventual release. Part Two focuses on the actual
production of your book. It explains the importance of cover and interior design, what you need to



know about producing physical books and e-books, and how to turn your title into an audiobook. Part
Three provides key information on how to market and sell your book—subjects that are crucial to a
title’s success, but of which most writers have very little understanding. Also included is a valuable
resource section that guides you to websites which offer essential information on self-publishing
service providers, including complete self-publishing companies as well as freelance editors,
proofreaders, printers, distributors, marketers, and publicists. Today, self-publishing workshops and
lecturers charge hopeful writers hundreds of dollars, promising to turn their self-published books
into bestsellers. The fact is that your book’s chance of success starts at its origin, not with the
finished product. However you choose to produce your book, whether through a self-publishing
company or through separate services, here is a complete road map to what lies ahead—based not
on hype or wishful thinking, but on Dr. Jan Yager’s lifetime of experience in the world of publishing.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Writing & Selling Your Memoir Paula Balzer,
2011-06-13 There's more to writing a memoir than just writing your life story. A memoir isn't one
long diary entry. Rather, it's a well-crafted story about a crucial, often exceptionally difficult, time in
someone's life. Writing & Selling Your Memoir talks readers through the process of telling their
most personal stories in a compelling, relatable, and readable manner. Unlike other books dedicated
to the art and craft of writing memoir, it teaches readers how to approach the genre with love,
respect, and know-how without sentimentalizing it. Drawing on her experience working with New
York Times best-selling memoirists, literary agent Paula Balzer carefully explores the genre and
provides readers with step-by-step instruction on how to: ¢ Identify strong opening and closing
points ¢ Find and develop a strong central hook that readers can relate to ¢ Structure a memoir to
maximize readability ¢ Use dialogue and pacing to enhance intimacy ¢ Approach honesty and
truthfulness ¢ Build a successful author platform around their memoir * Get an agent's attention ¢
Get published Full of tips, techniques, detailed exercises, and examples from best-selling memoirs as
well as sidebars from well-known memoir authors, Writing & Selling Your Memoir teaches you how
to approach an often tricky genre and tell your story without sentimentalizing it.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: The Foremost Good Fortune Susan Conley, 2012-03-06
When Susan Conley, her husband, and their two young sons leave their house in Maine for a
two-year stint in a high-rise apartment in Beijing, they are prepared to weather the inevitable
onslaught of culture shock. But the challenges of living and mothering in an utterly foreign country
become even more complicated when Susan learns she has cancer. After undergoing treatment in
Boston, she returns to Beijing, again as a foreigner—but this time, it’s her own body in which she
feels like a stranger. Set against the eternally fascinating backdrop of modern China and full of
insight into the trickiest questions of motherhood, this poignant memoir is a celebration of family
and a candid exploration of mortality and belonging.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: The Quilt of My Life Joan O'Brien, Alyssa O'Brien,
2010-09-10 Joan M. O'Brien, a fourteen-year breast cancer survivor, lived in New Canaan, CT with
her husband of 43 years, Michael. Joan had been writing for two years since she retired as an
attorney in 2007. On September 8, 2009, Joan passed away peacefully, surrounded by her family and
after completing the writings for this book.Edited by Dr. Alyssa J. O'Brien.Design by Will ]J. O'Brien.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Intentional Parenting David Thomas, Sissy Goff, Melissa
Trevathan, 2013 Intentional Parenting is built around 12 chapters that each dispel some of the most
common parenting myths and reminds all parents of truths that can empower them to be not only
the parents that their children need but that God has called them to be.

the middle place by kelly corrigan: Hello, Beauty Full Elisa Morgan, 2015-09-29 Are you
believing the great lie that God does not, maybe even could not, love you? The real you? Women
struggle under the ongoing weight of “not-enough-ness.” Not attractive enough. Not smart enough.
Not fit enough. Not creative enough. Not good enough. Not sexy enough. Not strong enough. Not
whole enough. Not womanly enough. And therefore, not beautiful. We are broken and ashamed to be
so. In our eyes, brokenness makes us unlovable and unusable. But in his Word, God is clear that he
sees us the way we already are in Christ: deeply loved and abundantly influential. Yet we hang back,



believing instead the toxic not-enough labels. Hello, Beauty Full explodes the shame-based
mythology of our “not-enough-ness.” Instead of believing the hiss of the enemy, women are
encouraged to see their beauty the way God does. Chapters include: Voice Lessons: Beauty in Your
Unique Personality Valuable Vessels: Beauty in Your Physical Body A Womb of Your Own: Beauty in
Your Creative Purpose Scar Stories: Beauty in Your Painful Story Have Your Sway: Beauty in Your
Influential Legacy Challenged to not settle for emptiness when Jesus came to give life to the full,
women will find the freedom they need to accept their identities when they not only hear but
embrace God's heavenly message: Hello, Beauty Full!
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