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stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w fowler is
a fascinating framework that delves deep into how individuals evolve in their understanding of faith,
spirituality, and ultimately, the meaning of life. James W. Fowler, a prominent theologian and
psychologist, introduced a model that outlines the progression of faith as an integral part of human
development, intertwining psychological growth with spiritual maturity. This concept not only sheds
light on religious belief but also offers profound insights into how people make sense of their
existence, purpose, and connection with the world around them.

Understanding Fowler’s stages of faith helps us appreciate the diversity of spiritual experiences and
the ways in which our internal narratives about meaning transform throughout life. Whether you are
a scholar, a spiritual seeker, or simply curious about the human quest for meaning, exploring these
stages reveals much about the interplay between psychology and faith.

The Foundations of Fowler’s Theory: Faith as a
Developmental Journey

Before diving into the individual stages, it’s important to grasp the core idea behind Fowler’s theory.
Unlike models that view faith strictly as religious belief, Fowler conceptualizes faith as a universal
human phenomenon—a way people interpret their experiences, make commitments, and find
coherence in their lives. This perspective positions faith as a dynamic, evolving process closely
linked to psychological development.

Fowler’s work builds upon established theories of human growth, such as those by Jean Piaget and
Erik Erikson, integrating cognitive and psychosocial dimensions into the spiritual realm. His stages
reflect how individuals’ capacity for abstract thought, moral reasoning, and relational depth expands
over time, influencing how they perceive faith and meaning.

Why Psychology and Faith Intersect

The psychology of human development provides a framework to understand how people construct
meaning. As cognitive abilities mature, so does the complexity of one’s faith. For example, young
children often have a literal and concrete understanding of religious concepts, while adults can
embrace paradox and ambiguity. This progression mirrors broader psychological growth,
highlighting that faith is not static but develops alongside the individual’s cognitive and emotional
capacities.



The Six Stages of Faith According to James W. Fowler

Fowler’s model outlines six distinct stages, each representing a different way individuals experience
and express faith. These stages are not rigid categories but fluid phases that people may move
through, revisit, or embody differently depending on life circumstances.

Stage 1: Intuitive-Projective Faith (Early Childhood)

In this initial stage, faith is shaped by imagination and perception. Young children absorb stories,
images, and emotions from their environment, often blending reality with fantasy. Their faith is
intuitive and imaginative rather than logical, and it is heavily influenced by the attitudes and
behaviors of caregivers. This stage is crucial because early experiences set the foundation for later
faith development.

Stage 2: Mythic-Literal Faith (Middle Childhood)

Here, children begin to interpret religious stories and symbols more literally. They understand faith
through concrete facts, narratives, and rules. The moral framework is black-and-white, with a strong
emphasis on fairness and reciprocity. This stage often involves a deep sense of belonging to a
community or tradition, as children relate to the mythic stories that explain their world.

Stage 3: Synthetic-Conventional Faith (Adolescence to Early
Adulthood)

This stage is characterized by conformity and the internalization of beliefs from the surrounding
culture or community. Individuals tend to adopt a synthetic faith, combining various ideas into a
coherent system largely influenced by authority figures and peer groups. Critical examination is
limited, and there is a strong desire for approval and acceptance within the faith community.

Stage 4: Individuative-Reflective Faith (Early Adulthood and
Beyond)

At this point, individuals begin to critically reflect on their beliefs, often questioning and re-
evaluating inherited faith systems. This stage requires personal responsibility and the courage to
confront doubts. Faith becomes more individualized and self-authored, moving beyond external
authority to an internalized sense of meaning and commitment. It is a pivotal stage for psychological
and spiritual autonomy.



Stage 5: Conjunctive Faith (Mid-Life and Mature Adult)

This stage embraces paradox and complexity, recognizing that truth can be multifaceted and that
faith involves mystery and openness. Individuals in this stage integrate conflicting perspectives and
appreciate the symbolic nature of religious language. There is a deepening of spiritual insight and a
commitment to inclusiveness and compassion. This phase reflects a mature synthesis of intellect,
emotion, and experience.

Stage 6: Universalizing Faith (Rare and Transformative)

The final stage is marked by a transcendent vision of faith that goes beyond religious boundaries.
Individuals embody universal principles such as love, justice, and altruism, often becoming agents of
profound social change. This stage is rare and represents a transformative commitment that inspires
others and challenges established norms. The quest for meaning here is deeply connected to
universal human values and the wellbeing of all.

Applying Fowler’s Model to Everyday Life and Personal
Growth

Understanding the stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning James
W. Fowler articulated can be incredibly valuable in various contexts—education, counseling,
spiritual direction, and personal reflection.

Recognizing Your Own Stage of Faith

Reflecting on where you might be within Fowler’s stages can foster self-awareness. Are you at a
point where you accept inherited beliefs unquestioningly? Or are you wrestling with doubts and
seeking your own authentic faith? Such awareness can help you navigate your spiritual journey more
consciously and compassionately.

Supporting Others in Their Faith Development

Whether you are a parent, teacher, or spiritual leader, knowing these stages can guide how you
support others. For example, children in the mythic-literal stage benefit from clear stories and
rituals, while adolescents may need space to question and explore. Adults moving into individuative-
reflective faith often appreciate encouragement to engage in honest dialogue about beliefs.

Integrating Psychology and Spirituality

Fowler’s work encourages a holistic view of human development that honors both psychological



growth and spiritual seeking. Mental health professionals, for instance, can incorporate an
understanding of faith stages to better support clients whose spiritual concerns are integral to their
wellbeing.

The Quest for Meaning: Beyond Religious Boundaries

Although Fowler’s stages of faith originated within a Christian theological context, their implications
extend far beyond any single tradition. At its core, this model addresses a universal human quest for
meaning, purpose, and connection.

Faith as a Universal Human Experience

Faith, in Fowler’s sense, is not limited to religious belief but includes any deeply held commitment
or worldview that provides coherence to life. This broad understanding opens the door to
appreciating diverse spiritual paths and existential philosophies.

Meaning-Making Across Cultures and Lifespans

Different cultures and individuals may emphasize various stages or expressions of faith, yet the
underlying process of seeking meaning remains consistent. Recognizing this enriches intercultural
dialogue and fosters empathy for different spiritual journeys.

Challenges and Opportunities in Modern Times

In an era marked by rapid change and pluralism, many people find themselves navigating complex
faith landscapes. Fowler’s stages offer a roadmap for understanding this complexity and embracing
the evolving nature of faith. The quest for meaning becomes not a destination but an ongoing
journey of growth and discovery.

Exploring the stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning James W.
Fowler describes invites us to see faith as a living, breathing process—one that mirrors the unfolding
of our own humanity. It encourages openness, curiosity, and compassion, reminding us that the
search for meaning is a shared human adventure, rich with challenges and profound potential.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main stages of faith according to James W.
Fowler?

James W. Fowler proposed six stages of faith development: Stage 0 (Primal Faith), Stage 1 (Intuitive-



Projective Faith), Stage 2 (Mythic-Literal Faith), Stage 3 (Synthetic-Conventional Faith), Stage 4
(Individuative-Reflective Faith), Stage 5 (Conjunctive Faith), and Stage 6 (Universalizing Faith).

How does Fowler's theory connect faith with human
psychological development?

Fowler's theory integrates faith development with psychological growth, suggesting that faith
matures through identifiable stages paralleling cognitive and emotional development, reflecting an
individual's evolving understanding of meaning and belief.

What is the significance of Stage 3 (Synthetic-Conventional
Faith) in Fowler's model?

Stage 3, Synthetic-Conventional Faith, typically occurs in adolescence and adulthood, where
individuals conform to beliefs and values of their community, often without critical examination,
emphasizing conformity and allegiance to external authorities.

How does Stage 4 (Individuative-Reflective Faith) differ from
earlier stages in Fowler's framework?

In Stage 4, individuals critically reflect on their beliefs, taking personal responsibility for their faith
and values, moving beyond reliance on external authorities, and developing a more nuanced and
self-authored belief system.

What role does the quest for meaning play in Fowler's stages
of faith?

The quest for meaning is central to Fowler's model, as each stage represents deeper and more
complex ways individuals interpret their experiences, values, and purpose, seeking coherence and
significance in life.

Can adults regress to earlier stages of faith according to
Fowler's theory?

Yes, Fowler acknowledged that individuals might regress to earlier stages or remain at a particular
stage due to life circumstances, psychological challenges, or social influences.

How is Fowler's concept of Universalizing Faith (Stage 6)
characterized?

Universalizing Faith is marked by a selfless commitment to universal principles of love and justice,
transcending particular religious or cultural boundaries, often exemplified by historical figures like
Gandhi or Martin Luther King Jr.



In what ways has Fowler's stages of faith influenced
contemporary psychology and theology?

Fowler's model has influenced both fields by providing a framework for understanding spiritual
development, informing pastoral care, counseling, education, and research on meaning-making
across the lifespan.

How can understanding Fowler's stages of faith benefit
personal growth?

Awareness of these stages helps individuals recognize their current faith development, challenges
them to reflect critically on their beliefs, and supports growth toward more authentic and reflective
faith expressions.

Are Fowler's stages of faith universally applicable across
cultures?

While widely respected, some critics argue that Fowler's stages reflect Western developmental
assumptions and may not fully capture faith experiences in diverse cultural or religious contexts.

Additional Resources

Stages of Faith: The Psychology of Human Development and the Quest for Meaning by James W.
Fowler

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w fowler
represents a seminal framework in understanding how individuals evolve in their spiritual and
existential beliefs over time. Rooted in developmental psychology, Fowler's model offers profound
insights into the ways faith matures, transforms, and influences the human quest for meaning. His
work bridges theological concepts with psychological development, providing a unique lens through
which scholars, clinicians, and spiritual leaders can analyze faith as a dynamic and evolving process.

Understanding the Context: Faith as a Developmental
Phenomenon

Faith is often regarded narrowly as religious belief; however, James W. Fowler expanded this
concept to encompass a broader psychological and existential dimension. His theory situates faith
within the trajectory of human development, emphasizing that faith is not static but unfolds through
identifiable stages. This progression mirrors cognitive and emotional growth, suggesting that as
individuals mature intellectually and psychologically, their understanding and expression of faith
deepen and become more complex.

Fowler’s stages of faith are integral to the psychology of human development because they
underscore the quest for meaning as a central human drive. Unlike traditional models that focus
solely on moral or cognitive development, Fowler’s framework integrates the spiritual dimension,



thus recognizing faith as a fundamental aspect of human identity formation and purpose-seeking.

The Seven Stages of Faith According to James W.
Fowler

James W. Fowler delineated seven distinct stages that characterize the evolution of faith from early
childhood through adulthood and potentially into elderhood. Each stage reflects a qualitatively
different way of interpreting life experiences, values, and the divine or ultimate concerns.

Stage 0: Primal or Undifferentiated Faith

This initial stage occurs during infancy, where faith is formed through basic trust in caregivers and
the environment. It is pre-verbal and rooted in sensory experience, laying the foundation for later
faith development.

Stage 1: Intuitive-Projective Faith

Typically emerging in early childhood, this stage is marked by imagination and perception shaped by
stories, images, and experiences. Faith at this stage is intuitive and often influenced by parental or
cultural narratives.

Stage 2: Mythic-Literal Faith

Children in late childhood enter this stage, where beliefs are taken literally. Stories and doctrines
are understood concretely, and justice is perceived in clear terms of reward and punishment.

Stage 3: Synthetic-Conventional Faith

Adolescents and many adults operate within this stage, which is characterized by conformity to
external authority and beliefs. Faith is shaped by relationships and communal expectations, with
limited critical reflection.

Stage 4: Individuative-Reflective Faith

Marking a significant developmental shift, this stage involves personal responsibility for one’s
beliefs. Individuals critically evaluate inherited faith and form a self-authored belief system.



Stage 5: Conjunctive Faith

Often emerging in mid-life, this stage embraces paradox and complexity. Faith becomes more
inclusive and open to mystery, transcending rigid boundaries.

Stage 6: Universalizing Faith

Rare and profound, this stage reflects a transformative commitment to universal principles of love
and justice, often associated with historical figures like Gandhi or Martin Luther King Jr.

Psychological Implications and Human Development

Fowler’s stages of faith intersect with broader psychological theories, such as Erik Erikson’s
psychosocial stages and Jean Piaget’s cognitive development. The progression from dependence to
autonomy, from concrete thinking to abstract reasoning, parallels the movement through the stages
of faith. This integration highlights how faith development is intertwined with identity formation,
moral reasoning, and emotional maturation.

The quest for meaning—a central human concern—finds expression through these stages. As
individuals confront existential questions about purpose, suffering, and mortality, their faith
frameworks provide interpretative resources. Psychological resilience and well-being can be
influenced by the maturity of faith; for example, those in later stages may demonstrate greater
tolerance for ambiguity and a deeper sense of interconnectedness.

Comparative Perspectives on Faith Development

While Fowler’s model is widely respected, it is not without critique or comparison. Some scholars
argue that faith development may not be strictly linear or universal across cultures. For instance,
the influence of communal versus individualistic orientations can shape the trajectory differently.
Others note that not all individuals progress through every stage, and regression or stagnation can
occur due to life circumstances or psychological challenges.

Moreover, alternative models, such as those proposed by Heinz Streib or Robert Kegan, emphasize
variations in faith styles or meaning-making processes rather than rigid stages. Nonetheless,
Fowler’s framework remains a foundational reference point for understanding the dynamic nature of
faith in human development.

Applications in Clinical, Educational, and Spiritual
Contexts

The practical utility of stages of faith theory extends beyond academic discourse. In psychotherapy,



recognizing a client’s stage of faith can enhance culturally sensitive and spiritually informed care.
Counselors can tailor interventions that respect an individual’s existential framework and support
growth toward more complex faith understandings.

In educational settings, particularly within religious or spiritual formation programs, Fowler’s stages
provide a roadmap for curriculum development that meets learners where they are. This approach
fosters critical engagement and encourages progression toward reflective and inclusive faith
perspectives.

Spiritual directors and pastoral counselors also employ this model to guide individuals through
crises of faith or transitions, helping them navigate doubts and deepen their quest for meaning.

Challenges and Considerations

Applying Fowler’s theory necessitates sensitivity to diversity in religious traditions and personal
experiences. The quest for meaning is profoundly influenced by cultural narratives, socioeconomic
factors, and individual psychological makeup. Thus, while stages of faith the psychology human
development and quest for meaning james w fowler offers a valuable framework, it should be
adapted thoughtfully to varied contexts.

Additionally, the emphasis on progression may inadvertently pathologize certain expressions of faith
or underappreciate the value of earlier or alternative forms of belief. Professionals must balance the
model’s insights with openness to multiple faith journeys.

The Quest for Meaning: A Lifelong Journey

Ultimately, Fowler’s work underscores that the quest for meaning is a continuous, evolving journey.
Faith is not merely about adherence to doctrine but involves an ongoing dialogue between the self,
others, and the transcendent. The stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for
meaning james w fowler articulates invite us to consider how faith shapes human experience,
informs identity, and nurtures resilience in the face of life’s complexities.

This perspective encourages a holistic understanding of spirituality, one that appreciates the
interplay of cognitive development, emotional growth, and existential inquiry. It challenges
individuals and communities alike to foster environments where faith can mature authentically,
contributing to personal fulfillment and social harmony.

Stages Of Faith The Psychology Human Development And
Quest For Meaning James W Fowler

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Stages of Faith James W. Fowler, 1995-09-15 Dr. James Fowler has asked these questions,
and others like them, of nearly six hundred people. He has talked with men, women, and children of
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all ages, from four to eighty-eight, including Jews, Catholics, Protestants, agnostics, and atheists. In
many cases, the interviews became in-depth conversations that provided rare, intimate glimpses into
the various ways our lives have meaning and purpose, windows into what this books calls faith.
Faith, as approached here, is not necessarily religious, nor is it to be equated with belief. Rather,
faith is a person's way of leaning into and making sense of life. More verb that noun, faith is the
dynamic system of images, values, and commitments that guide one's life. It is thus universal:
everyone who chooses to go on living operated by some basic faith. Building on the contributions of
such key thinkers as Piaget, Erikson, and Kohlberg, Fowler draws on a wide range of scholarship,
literature, and firsthand research to present expertly and engagingly the six stages that emerge in
working out the meaning of our lives--from the intuitive, imitative faith of childhood through
conventional and then more independent faith to the universalizing, self-transcending faith of full
maturity. Stages of Faith helps us to understand our own pilgrimage of faith, the passages of our
own quest for meaning and value.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Becoming Adult, Becoming Christian James W. Fowler, 1999-12-02 In this updated reissue of
his 1984 classic, James Fowler applies his groundbreaking research on the development of faith to
Christianity. In his revised first chapter Fowler locates his approach to the study of human and faith
development in relation to the contemporary conversation about identity and selfhood in
postmodernity. Fowler invites readers to explore what it means to find and claim vocation: a purpose
for one's life that is part of the purposes of God. Reclaiming covenant and vocation as ideals for
responsible, mature, Christian selfhood, Fowler shows how a dynamic understanding of what
vocation involves can both inform and transform lives.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Stages of Faith James W. Fowler, 1995

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Stages of Faith and Religious Development James W. Fowler, Karl Ernst Nipkow, Friedrich
Schweitzer, 1992 An interpretation, criticism and application of research and theory in religious
development.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Christian Formation James R. Estep, Jonathan H. Kim, 2010 Editors and authors James
Estep and Jonathan Kim have pulled together something often talked about but seldom seen, namely,
a thoroughgoing attempt to integrate theology and science, in this case, social science. Their
organization, interpretation, and evaluation of mountains of information from both sides has resulted
in an expert, yet easily understandable guide to Christian spiritual formation and development. Both
academics and practitioners will find help in this volume, one that is certain to be a standard work
for years to come.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Weaving the New Creation James W. Fowler, 2001-02-20

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Introducing Christian Education Michael J. Anthony, 2001-09-01 Building on the success of
his 1992 collection Foundations of Ministry (over 17,000 sold), Michael Anthony offers Introducing
Christian Education to fill the need in the C.E. curriculum for an introductory foundations
textbook--one that provides an overview and understanding of the broad range of subjects included
in C.E.--for college and seminary use. Thirty-one chapters are offered under the following sections:
1) Foundations of C.E.; 2) Developmental Perspectives of C.E.; 3) Educational Implications of C.E.; 4)
Organization, Administration, and Leadership; 5) C.E. Applied to the Family; and 6) Specialized
Ministries. Contributors include Robert Pazmino, Jim Wilhoit, Julie Gorman, Klaus Issler, and Ted
Ward. FROM THE FOREWORD BY LESTER C. BLANK JR. Introducing Christian Education will
become a major resource text for church leaders and Christian education leaders who are professors
of Christian education. It will be a valuable resource in my personal library. The desired outcome
will be Psalm 78:72: He cared for them with a true heart and led them with skillful hands.




stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Human Development and Faith (Second Edition) Felicity B. Kelcourse, 2015-07-28 This
book, now in its second edition, brings together the best available understandings of human
development from a multidisciplinary perspective. Uniquely inclusive of the moral and faith
dimensions of context and life-cycle development, Human Development and Faith examines the
interplay of mind, body, family, community, and soul at every stage of development. It addresses two
central questions: What are the good-enough conditions of parenting, family, and community in each
phase of life, from birth to death, which support growth and development? What gives life adequate
meaning as development proceeds? If human development describes the normative and hoped-for
passages of life, then faith provides the necessary component of meaning. Throughout the various
perspectives offered in this volume is the premise that faith is that quality of living that makes it
possible to fully live. The Journal of Pastoral Theology called the first edition of Human Development
and Faith an excellent text for pastoral theology courses, because it fulfills its ambitious goal of
bringing a holistic faith perspective to the usual topics of development. This second edition includes
a new chapter on infancy, updates reflecting our growing awareness of cultural diversity, and a new
preface.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: International Handbook of Education for Spirituality, Care and Wellbeing Marian de Souza,
LESLIE J. FRANCIS, James O'Higgins-Norman, Daniel G. Scott, 2009-10-13 Acknowledging and
understanding spiritual formation is vital in contemporary education. This book explores the
dynamic relationship between education and wellbeing. It examines the theory underpinning the
practice of education in different societies where spirituality and care are believed to be at the heart
of all educational experiences. The book recognizes that, regardless of the context or type of
educational experience, education is a caring activity in which the development of the whole person
- body, mind and spirit - is a central aim for teachers and educators in both formal and informal
learning. The chapters in this handbook present and discuss topics that focus on spirituality as an
integral part of human experience and, consequently, essential to educational programs which aim
to address personal and communal identity, foster resilience, empathy and compassion, and promote
meaning and connectedness.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Religious Diversity Today Jean-Guy A. Goulet, Liam D. Murphy, Anastasia Panagakos,
2015-12-01 This insightful three-volume set examines faith through the social and cultural
perspective of anthropology, sociology, and religious studies, shedding light on the role of religion in
the human experience. Why is human suffering and the existence of evil part of the human
experience? How does religious doctrine establish one's identity? In what ways does religion interact
with and shape the social order? This thought-provoking work ponders these questions and explores
the concept of religion from various perspectives: as a tool for self and community-based spiritual
awareness, as a set of practices that translates faith into interaction with others, and as a
cornerstone of society for those who seek to harness—or hinder—its influence. Written in accessible
and inviting language, each volume focuses on a particular dimension of religion. The first book
examines religious experience in the modern world and explores suffering in religious faiths, the
second volume centers around ritual and pilgrimage, and the last book analyzes the controversial
relationship between religion and societies. The content features such thought-provoking topics as
death and green burials, sexuality and sex trade, and how and why evil manifests in the human
experience.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: The Hidden Lives of Congregations Israel Galindo, 2004-11-30 Faced with crisis, lack of
direction, or just plain stuckness, many congregations and their leaders are content to deal only with
surface issues and symptoms—only to discover that the same problems keep recurring, often in
different, and more serious, ways. In The Hidden Lives of Congregations, Christian educator and
consultant Israel Galindo takes leaders below the surface of congregational life to provide a



comprehensive, holistic look at the corporate nature of church relationships and the invisible
dynamics at play. Informed by family systems theory and grounded in a wide-ranging ecclesiological
understanding, Galindo unpacks clearly the factors of congregational lifespan, size, spirituality, and
identity and shows how these work together to form the congregation’s hidden life. He provides
useful tools for diagnosing and understanding how one’s congregation fits into the various
categories he names and suggests what leadership skills are necessary to get beyond the impasse of
surface issues and help the congregation achieve its mission. The Hidden Lives of Congregations
provides one of the most far-reaching looks into the invisible nature of faith communities written in
recent years. For seminaries and divinity schools, it provides a standard text for getting a solid start
in congregational practices; for experienced pastors, it provides support for renewing ministry; for
lay leaders and committees, it offers insight to deepening mutual ministry. Israel Galindo has written
an indispensable manual that leaders will return to repeatedly for new wisdom and guidance

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Foundational Issues in Christian Education Robert W. Pazmifio, 2008-09 Updated and
revised, this book explores the essential foundations of Christian education that educators draw
upon in their thought and practice.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Miracles J. Harold Ellens, 2008-07-30 Can science, psychology, and biology explain
miracles? This three-volume set attempts to answer that question, presenting the latest, as well as
classic, thinking and research regarding miracles from fields that include psychology, psychiatry,
theology, biology, and history. We have all heard of what seem miraculous events, which have
surfaced across history. They range from stigmata and bleeding icons to deadly tumors that
disappear and healers who succeed just by laying hands on the afflicted; from people who can
predict unexpected events to so-called mediums and those who can allegedly see and speak with the
dead. These books, led by an eminent scholar who serves as series editor for the Praeger series
Psychology, Religion, and Spirituality, examine miracles of body, mind, and spirit, presenting the
most recent research and writing on these uncommon events, aiming to bring hard science to some
of the most persistent and peculiar phenomena associated with the human race. Can science,
psychology, and biology explain miracles? This three-volume set attempts to answer that question,
presenting the latest, as well as classic, thinking and research regarding miracles from fields that
include psychology, psychiatry, theology, biology, and history. From news of a crippled woman who
left her wheelchair and walked after an evangelist prayed over her, to stories of people who died on
the operating table only to be revived to tell of bright lights and the pathway to the afterlife, we've
all heard of what seem miraculous events. They have surfaced across history. They range from
stigmata and bleeding icons to deadly tumors that disappear, and healers who succeed just by laying
hands on the afflicted; from people who can predict unexpected events to so-called mediums and
those who can allegedly see and speak with the dead. Some miracles are intricately tied to religious
beliefs, but there are millions of people who ascribe to no particular religion, yet still believe that
things happen that defy all laws of nature, and thus defy scientific explanation. In these books,
eminent scholar J. Harold Ellens and his team of expert contributors examine miracles of body,
mind, and spirit, presenting the most recent research and writing on these uncommon events as they
aim to bring hard science to some of the most persistent—and peculiar—phenomena associated with
the human race.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Big Questions, Worthy Dreams Sharon Daloz Parks, 2019-03-05 Mentoring Emerging Adults
Sharon Daloz Parks has written Big Questions, Worthy Dreams to inform and inspire renewed
commitment by educators, church leaders, and others to consider the institutional and cultural
patterns that affect emerging adults. It serves to bridge the divide between generations and to
encourage more adequate recognition of what is at stake in the response of all who interact with
emerging young adult lives. Our economic and political life has become more brittle, volatile, and
global, which both enlarges and constrains young adult aspirations. Today's emerging adults are



both more connected and more distracted. And religion and faith have become both problematized
and polarized. Parks defines faith as meaning-making in its most comprehensive dimensions,
whether expressed in secular or religious terms. Over time, our meaning-making orients our sense of
purpose, moral stance, and competence. The book describes the potential vulnerability of emerging
adults and shows how mentors and mentoring environments can provide access to big-enough
questions and inspire dreams worthy of engaging with our challenging and complex world. Parks
addresses important issues of the day, including violence in our culture, social media and
networking, economic challenges, changing racial identity, cultural shifts, and other forces shaping
the narrative of emerging adulthood today.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: The Storied Church Matthew Gorkos, 2021-09-07 Matthew Gorkos begins The Storied
Church with this compelling statement: I believe in the church--in the power of faithful people
serving a good and gracious God--and I believe in the power of a good story. Moreover, I believe, as
this book will argue, that church and story--harnessed together--could be an even more powerful
force for goodness in our world. Neuroscientists, anthropologists, archeologists, and psychologists
all agree. Story is how our brains and our communities make sense of things. Storytelling helps us
cope with change and loss. Storytelling helps us transmit lessons and life-skills to the next
generation. As human beings, it seems we can't do without story. This book--indeed, this whole idea
of story-centered church renewal--was born of a suspicion that the restorative, transformative,
life-giving function that stories have for us as individuals may serve communities of faithful people
as well. If stories help us survive as human creatures, why can't they help churches survive? The
problem that story-centered renewal seeks to remedy has only become more prevalent and urgent in
the age of Covid-19. Our churches need hope now more than ever. Writing from a pastor's
perspective, Gorkos hopes to encourage and empower other pastors and lay leaders with both the
hope and the tools they need to effect revitalizing change in their faith communities. Each chapter
includes questions for reflection to help readers listen to and tell the stories that will lead to renewal
and transformation.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: The Lure of the Transcendent Dwayne Huebner, 2012-12-06 In 1969, Bill Pinar was
privileged to study with Dwayne Huebner at Teachers College. In a large room with 70 others, he
watched an extraordinary figure in the distance--speaking a tongue few of them grasped--whom they
all found compelling. They knew they were in the presence of a most remarkable and learned man.
Huebner helped create the world which contemporary curriculum scholars now inhabit and labor to
recreate as educators and theoreticians. His generative influence has been evident in many
discourses, including the political, the phenomenological, the aesthetic, and the theological. This
volume situates Huebner's work historically, emphasizing the ways it foreshadowed the
reconceptualization of the field in the 1970s.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Peace Education and Religious Plurality Robert Jackson, Satoko Fujiwara, 2013-10-18
Does religion bring peace or war? In order to discuss this fundamental question, it is essential to
reflect upon religious education that shapes the views of religion among young generations. This
book has developed from the special panel on Religious Education and Peace for the 19th World
Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR), the largest
international organization in religious studies, which took place in Tokyo in March 2005. Its
international contributors discuss the kinds of religious education used for peace education that is
attempted or needed, in their respective societies faced with tensions and conflicts, not only
between different religions but also between religion and secularism. This is the first book in the
field that includes both Asian and Western writers (from Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Israel, Germany,
Spain, UK and USA). It is an innovative attempt to build a bridge between the study of
religion/religious education and peace education. This book was previously published as a special
issue of British Journal of Religious Education



stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: Radical Grace J. Harold Ellens, 2007-10-30 The esteemed editor who brought us the
acclaimed set The Destructive Power of Religion, turns his attention here to a similarly powerful, yet
positive side of religion: how our concept of God can fuel healthy body and mind. This book contends
that all health—mental and physical—is shaped, for good or ill, by our spiritual, theological, and
psychological notions about the nature of God, and by the way we form an outlook on life as a result
of these notions. Across history, a large percentage of people have believed that God is a threat, an
attitude Ellens describes as sick gods created through pathological beliefs, or sick gods that make
sick people. But Ellens grounds his brighter perspective in this text on God as a source of
unconditional grace and goodwill, then illuminates the effect this perspective has on people who
have incorporated it into their minds and lives. Ellens shows that people with firm faith in God's
radical grace are psychologically strong and healthy. His offering of psychology interfacing with
theology is reminiscent of Carl Rogers' teaching on unconditional positive regard and its ability to
heal suffering persons. All readers, he explains, can benefit by this understanding that can inspire
spiritual and psychological healing whether for ourselves, family, friends, or clients in counseling or
therapy.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: An Alternative Vision Roger Haight, 2014-12-01 An Alternative Vision: An Interpretation of
Liberation Theology offers a complete overview of the liberation theology movement that is ideally
suited for a thorough study of the major questions and important theologians that have contributed
to the debate. It outlines and brings together into a single unified account liberation theology's
alternate vision for providing the possibility of meaningful historical existence for humans in the
world today. The author translates the Christian vision of liberation theologians from Latin America
into more general theological and cultural categories familiar to the English-speaking world, then
shows how that vision makes a unified interpretation of Christian doctrine. First, liberation theology
must be seen as a response to massive human suffering witnessed throughout the world today. This
human agony is largely caused by human beings and the social and political structures we create,
and liberation theology addresses this dilemma using the tradition of Christian wisdom and direct
imperatives that have universal, transcultural significance. The second goal is achieved by showing
the connection between liberation principles and the major doctrines of Christian belief, including
God, Jesus Christ, faith, grace, the church, sacraments, ministry, and spirituality.

stages of faith the psychology human development and quest for meaning james w
fowler: A Tragic Grace Stephen J. Rossetti, 1996 A Tragic Grace is a direct, honest look at a
difficult subject: child sexual abuse within the Roman Catholic Church. It includes the latest pastoral
and psychological insights coupled with the author's original research. It documents this sustained
crisis in the Church and offers concrete suggestions on how to understand and deal with the subject.
Most importantly, A Tragic Grace offers a vision of hope. Within the seeds of this tragedy, the author
sees the possibility of a stronger, more open, and accountable Church emerging.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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