skinners language theory

Skinner's Language Theory: Understanding Language Through Behaviorism

skinners language theory offers a fascinating perspective on how humans acquire and use language,
focusing primarily on observable behaviors rather than internal mental processes. Developed by B.F.
Skinner, a prominent psychologist and behaviorist, this theory treats language learning as a form of operant
conditioning, where language is shaped and maintained by reinforcement. If you've ever wondered how
children pick up words and construct sentences, Skinner's approach provides valuable insights grounded in

the principles of behaviorism and environmental influence.

The Foundations of Skinner's Language Theory

At its core, Skinner’s language theory is rooted in behaviorism, a psychological approach that emphasizes
the role of environmental stimuli and responses. Instead of viewing language acquisition as an innate
ability, Skinner believed that language is learned through interaction with the environment via

reinforcement and imitation.

Operant Conditioning and Language Acquisition

Skinner proposed that language acquisition can be explained by operant conditioning, a learning process
where behaviors are shaped by consequences. When a child utters a sound that resembles a word,
caregivers typically respond positively, providing praise, attention, or other rewards. This positive

reinforcement increases the likelihood that the child will repeat the behavior.

For example, when a baby says “mama” and the mother responds with affection and attention, the child
learns that this vocalization leads to a rewarding outcome. Over time, the child’s verbal behavior becomes
more complex and structured as they continue to receive reinforcement for increasingly accurate use of

language.

Verbal Behavior as a Behaviorist Concept

In Skinner’s 1957 book *Verbal Behavior*, he categorized language into different types of verbal operants

based on their function:

- *Mand:** A request or demand (“Give me water”).

- **Tact:** Labeling or commenting on objects or events (“That’s a dog”).



- **Echoic:** Repeating what someone else has said.
- **Intraverbal:** Responding to questions or having conversations without direct stimulus control (“What’s

your name?” “John”).

These categories help explain how language is learned and used in different contexts, each shaped by

specific reinforcements.

Implications of Skinner's Language Theory in Education and
Therapy

Skinner's approach has had significant practical applications, especially in educational settings and speech
therapy. Understanding how reinforcement shapes language acquisition has led to effective teaching

strategies that promote language development.

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and Language Learning

One of the most notable applications of Skinner's theory is Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), a therapeutic
approach often used with children who have autism spectrum disorder (ASD). ABA techniques use
reinforcement to encourage communication and language skills, breaking down complex language

behaviors into manageable steps.

For instance, a therapist might reinforce a child’s attempt to say a word or make a gesture that
communicates a need, gradually increasing the complexity of the language task as the child progresses. This

method has proven successful in improving functional communication abilities.

Classroom Strategies Inspired by Skinner

Teachers can leverage Skinner's ideas by incorporating positive reinforcement to encourage language use.

This might involve:

- Praising students when they use new vocabulary correctly.
- Providing immediate feedback to shape sentence structure.

- Creating interactive activities where language is rewarded and practiced regularly.

Such techniques help create a supportive environment where language development is naturally

encouraged through positive experiences.



Critiques and Limitations of Skinner's Language Theory

While Skinner’s language theory has contributed greatly to understanding language acquisition, it has also

faced criticism, particularly from linguists and cognitive psychologists.

Noam Chomsky and the Nativist Response

One of the most famous critiques came from Noam Chomsky, who argued that Skinner’s behaviorist model
could not fully explain the complexity and creativity of human language. Chomsky introduced the concept
of an innate “universal grammar,” suggesting that humans are biologically programmed to acquire

language.
Chomsky pointed out that children often produce sentences they have never heard before, indicating that

language involves more than just imitation and reinforcement. This challenged the behaviorist view and

shifted the focus toward mental processes involved in language learning.

Limitations in Explaining Internal Language Processes

Skinner’s theory mainly focuses on observable behaviors and external reinforcement, but it doesn’t account
for internal cognitive mechanisms such as memory, thought, and intention. Language involves
understanding meaning, generating novel ideas, and applying grammar rules, which are difficult to

explain solely through behaviorism.

Despite these limitations, Skinner's language theory remains valuable for its emphasis on environmental

influence and the role of reinforcement in shaping behavior.

How Skinner's Language Theory Influences Modern Linguistics
and Psychology

Even though cognitive theories now dominate much of language research, Skinner's ideas continue to

influence contemporary approaches in both psychology and linguistics.

Behavioral Techniques in Language Teaching

Many language teaching programs incorporate behaviorist principles, especially when working with



young learners or individuals with learning difficulties. Techniques such as repetition, reinforcement, and

modeling are effective tools to build foundational language skills.

Understanding Language Disorders

Behavioral models help clinicians design interventions for language delays and disorders. By systematically
reinforcing desired communication behaviors, therapists can help individuals improve their speech and

language abilities.

Bridging Behaviorism and Cognition

Modern research often integrates behaviorist concepts with cognitive theories to provide a more holistic
understanding of language acquisition. While internal mental processes are acknowledged, the role of

environment and reinforcement is still considered crucial.

Key Takeaways and Practical Tips Based on Skinner's Theory

Skinner’s language theory offers practical insights that can be applied in everyday communication and

learning environments:

Reinforcement matters: Positive feedback encourages language use and development.

Modeling language: Children learn by imitating the speech of caregivers and peers.

Consistency is key: Regular opportunities for language practice with reinforcement accelerate

acquisition.

Break down complex skills: Teaching language in small, manageable steps helps learners progress

effectively.

¢ Environment shapes learning: Creating a rich verbal environment supports natural language

growth.

For parents, educators, and therapists, these principles provide a roadmap for nurturing communication

skills in diverse settings.



Language is a dynamic and multifaceted human ability, and Skinner's language theory reminds us of the
powerful role that learning through interaction and reinforcement plays in its development. Whether in
the early stages of childhood or in specialized learning contexts, understanding how behavior shapes verbal

communication continues to inform approaches that make language learning accessible and effective.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is Skinner's Language Theory?

Skinner's Language Theory, also known as the Behaviorist Theory of language acquisition, proposes that
language learning is a result of operant conditioning, where children learn to speak through imitation,

reinforcement, and repetition.

How does operant conditioning relate to Skinner's Language Theory?

Operant conditioning relates to Skinner's Language Theory by suggesting that children acquire language
through reinforcement; when a child utters a correct word or phrase, they receive positive feedback,

encouraging repetition and learning.

‘What role does imitation play in Skinner's Language Theory?

Imitation plays a crucial role in Skinner's Language Theory as children learn language by copying the

speech patterns, sounds, and words of adults and peers around them.

How does Skinner's Language Theory differ from Chomsky's theory?

Skinner's theory emphasizes environmental factors and learned behavior through reinforcement, while
Chomsky's theory argues that humans have an innate language acquisition device (LAD) and that language

ability is biologically hardwired.

‘What are some criticisms of Skinner's Language Theory?

Criticisms include that it underestimates the innate aspects of language learning, cannot fully explain the
rapid and creative nature of children's language acquisition, and overlooks the complexity of grammar

acquisition.

Can Skinner's Language Theory be applied in modern language
teaching?

Yes, Skinner's principles of reinforcement and repetition are still applied in language teaching, especially in

behaviorist-based methods like drills, practice, and positive feedback to encourage language use.



What experiments did Skinner conduct to support his Language Theory?

Skinner primarily used observational studies and experiments on operant conditioning, such as training
animals with rewards and punishments, and applied these principles to human language acquisition,

though he did not conduct direct experiments on children's language learning.

Additional Resources

Skinner’s Language Theory: An In-Depth Analysis of Behavioral Linguistics

skinners language theory represents a pivotal framework in the study of language acquisition, rooted in the
principles of behaviorism. Developed by B.F. Skinner, a renowned psychologist and behaviorist, this theory
posits that language learning is a function of environmental interaction and reinforcement rather than
innate biological mechanisms. Unlike nativist approaches, which emphasize an inherent language
acquisition device, Skinner’s theory focuses on observable behavior, conditioning, and the role of stimuli

and responses in shaping linguistic competence.

This article explores Skinner’s language theory with a critical lens, examining its foundational concepts,
implications for language development, and its place within the broader field of linguistics. By
investigating the core tenets of operant conditioning as applied to language learning, we aim to provide a
comprehensive understanding of how Skinner’s ideas continue to influence educational practices and

language therapy, despite ongoing debates.

Understanding Skinner’s Language Theory

At its core, Skinner’s language theory is grounded in the principles of operant conditioning, a behavioral
learning process where the likelihood of a behavior is modified by its consequences. According to Skinner,
language acquisition occurs through a series of reinforced behaviors. When a child utters a sound or word
that closely approximates a meaningful expression, caregivers provide positive reinforcement—such as
praise, attention, or the fulfillment of a want—which encourages the repetition and refinement of that

behavior.

This perspective diverges significantly from theories that attribute language acquisition to innate cognitive
structures. Skinner argued that language is learned through interaction with the environment, where
verbal behavior is shaped by antecedents (stimuli) and consequences (reinforcements or punishments). The

emphasis is on external factors rather than internal mental processes.



Operant Conditioning and Verbal Behavior

Skinner’s seminal work, *Verbal Behavior* (1957), systematically applies operant conditioning principles to
language. He categorizes verbal behavior into functional units based on their purpose rather than their

form, highlighting several key types:

Mand: A request or command that is reinforced by obtaining the desired outcome (e.g., a child says

“milk” and receives milk).

Tact: A comment or label describing the environment, reinforced by social acknowledgment (e.g.,

"dog" when seeing a dog).

Echoic: Repetition of heard speech, reinforced through verbal praise or approval.

Intraverbal: Response to other verbal behaviors, such as answering questions or engaging in

conversation.

This classification underscores Skinner’s behavioral interpretation of language as a set of learned verbal

operants shaped by reinforcement contingencies.

Comparing Skinner’s Theory with Nativist Approaches

Skinner’s language theory stands in stark contrast to the nativist perspective championed by linguist Noam
Chomsky. Chomsky famously criticized Skinner’s model for its inability to account for the generative and
creative aspects of language, such as the ability to produce and understand novel sentences never

previously encountered.

‘While Skinner’s theory emphasizes external stimuli and reinforcement, nativists argue that children
possess an innate "universal grammar” that facilitates rapid language acquisition independent of explicit
reinforcement. This debate highlights the tension between behaviorist explanations and cognitive-linguistic

theories, with each offering unique insights into language development.

Despite the criticisms, Skinner’s focus on environmental influence remains relevant, especially in contexts

where language learning is supported by structured interaction and feedback.



Practical Applications of Skinner’s Language Theory

The principles of Skinner’s language theory have found enduring applications, particularly in education
and speech therapy. Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), a therapeutic approach commonly used with
individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), draws heavily on Skinnerian concepts. ABA techniques

utilize reinforcement strategies to encourage verbal communication and reduce problematic behaviors.
In classrooms, Skinner’s emphasis on reinforcement informs teaching methods that reward correct language
use and encourage gradual mastery through repetition and positive feedback. This behavioral approach can

be especially effective in early childhood education, where environmental stimuli are meticulously

arranged to shape language skills.

Strengths and Limitations of Skinner’s Language Theory

Skinner’s language theory brings several strengths to the study of language acquisition:
¢ Empirical Basis: It relies on observable and measurable behaviors, allowing for scientific testing and
validation.

e Practical Utility: Reinforcement techniques derived from the theory are widely employed in

educational and therapeutic settings.

¢ Environmental Focus: Highlights the critical role of social interaction and environmental input in

language learning.

However, the theory also encounters notable limitations:
¢ Underestimation of Cognitive Processes: It largely ignores internal mental mechanisms such as
syntax processing and semantic understanding.

¢ Generativity Challenge: Difficulty explaining how individuals produce and comprehend novel

sentences without prior reinforcement.

¢ Overreliance on Reinforcement: Not all aspects of language acquisition seem to rely solely on

reinforcement, especially in naturalistic settings.



These critiques have prompted linguists and psychologists to develop more integrative models that

incorporate both behavioral and cognitive elements.

Impact on Modern Linguistics and Psychology

While Skinner’s language theory is not the dominant framework in contemporary linguistics, its influence
persists, particularly in behavioral psychology. The theory’s insistence on measurable outcomes and

reinforcement principles paved the way for systematic approaches to language teaching and intervention.

Moreover, the dialogue between Skinnerian behaviorism and cognitive linguistics has enriched the
understanding of language acquisition by highlighting the interplay between external stimuli and internal
processing. Current research often acknowledges that language learning involves a complex interaction of
innate capacities and environmental experiences, a synthesis that owes part of its evolution to the

foundational debates sparked by Skinner’s work.

Overall, Skinner’s language theory remains a critical reference point for scholars and practitioners

interested in the mechanisms through which language behavior is acquired, maintained, and modified.
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skinners language theory: A Level Psychology Through Diagrams Grahame Hill, 2001 DT
These highly successful revision guides have been brought right up-to-date for the new A Level
specifications introduced in September 2000.DT Oxford Revision Guides are highly effective for both
individual revision and classroom summary work. The unique visual format makes the key concepts
and processes, and the links between them, easier to memorize.DT Students will save valuable
revision time by using these notes instead of condensing their own.DT In fact, many students are
choosing to buy their own copies so that they can colour code or highlight them as they might do
with their own revision notes.

skinners language theory: An Introduction to Child Development Thomas Keenan, 2002-03-28
A new edition of this book is available. "This is an admirable, modern textbook on child development,
which is compact, beautifully organized and laid out and hence is easy to read and use. It also
incorporates all the pedagogic methods which one expects in good textbooks nowadays, such as
stating the aims of each chapter in bold at the beginning, together with a useful summary in a
text-box and a glossary at the end of each chapter.... I was also very pleased to find that Keenan had
included much of the modern thinking about child development which so many other university-level
introductions seem, so far, to have neglected’ - Young Minds "This book is well written, with a
flowing narrative. It provides an excellent coverage of methods and theories in developmental
psychology’ - ] Gavin Bremner, Department of Psychology, Lancaster University This outstanding
textbook presents a comprehensive introduction to developmental psychology that is engaging, yet
detailed and thorough. Covering all the major topics in child development, the book offers a
grounding in the principles which govern research and theory in contemporary child development,
and surveys the theories and research methods which are essential to developing a firm knowledge
of the field. Key features include: - Coverage of the child’s ‘theory of mind” under the rubric of social



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/skinners-language-theory.pdf

development; - an introduction to ‘emotion regulation’ in the chapter on emotional development; -
Coverage of some key theories such as ‘dynamic systems theory” and ‘evolutionary psychology’. Ideal
for students taking a first course in child or lifespan development, the book assumes little or no
background in the subject.

skinners language theory: BTEC National Early Years Sandy Green, 2002 This text precisely
matches the 2002 specifications for the BTEC National Early Years qualification. It covers the eight
core units and two externally assessed specialist units, child health and human growth and
development. Each chapter covers a unit of the qualification. It is suitable for those taking the
qualification at either certificate or diploma level and contains case studies with linked questions,
activities and professional practice pointers throughout to help students apply theory to everyday
practice.

skinners language theory: The basic theories of language acquisition Lena Linden, 2008-02-12
Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne (Englisches Seminar), course: HS First Language
Acquisition, language: English, abstract: Most of the concepts and theories explaining how native
languages are acquired go back to three different approaches put forward by Burrhus Federic
Skinner, Noam Chomsky and Jean Piaget, either by using their ideas as a starting point or by
rejecting them and formulating a new or altered Hypothesis. This paper will try to present those
three basic theories, also taking into account the contexts out of which they emerged, as to fully
understand linguistic, like any other scientific, views and theories, they have always to be evaluated
with respect to the scientific and cultural background they appeared in. First it will try to show how
Skinners concept of ‘verbal behavior’ with respect to language acquisition emerged in the
development of behaviouristic theories. This will be followed by Chomsky’s criticism of Skinner’s
ideas, leading to his own theory of language and language acquisition, which will be presented. Jean
Piaget offers a cognitive approach to the question. His view will be described before comparing
nativist and cognitivist ideas, concerning the points whether or not innate structures exist and in
how far linguistic and cognitive development are interrelated, taking the opposed views of Piaget
and Chomsky, the forerunners of many other important linguists, as an example.

skinners language theory: Language, Memory, and Cognition in Infancy and Early Childhood
Janette B. Benson, Marshall M. Haith, 2010-05-22 Language, cognition, and memory are
traditionally studied together prior to a researcher specializing in any one area. They are studied
together initially because much of the development of one can affect the development of the others.
Most books available now either tend to be extremely broad in the areas of all infant development
including physical and social development, or specialize in cognitive development, language
acquisition, or memory. Rarely do you find all three together, despite the fact that they all relate to
each other. This volume consists of focused articles from the authoritative Encyclopedia of Infant
and Early Childood Development, and specifically targets the ages 0-3. Providing summary
overviews of basic and cutting edge research, coverage includes attention, assessment, bilingualism,
categorization skills, critical periods, learning disabilities, reasoning, speech development, etc. This
collection of articles provides an essential, affordable reference for researchers, graduate students,
and clinicians interested in cognitive development, language development, and memory, as well as
those developmental psychologists interested in all aspects of development. - Focused content on
age 0-3- saves time searching for and wading through lit on full age range for developmentally
relevant info - Concise, understandable, and authoritative—easier to comprehend for immediate
applicability in research

skinners language theory: Developmental Psychology Derek Hook, Jacki Watts, Kate
Cockcroft, 2002 Developmental Psychology Second Edition provides a theory-driven approach to
understanding human development from two perspectives - the psychoanalytic and the cognitive.
These two perspectives, which form the first sections of the book, complement one another. The
third section of the book brings together thoughts on the South African context and the impact it has
on development.




skinners language theory: Theory Construction in Second Language Acquisition Geoff Jordan,
2004 Recently, many SLA researchers have adopted a postmodernist approach which challenges the

assumption that SLA research is a rationalist, scientific endeavour. The resulting epistemological
arguments, plus problems of theory proliferation, contradicting theories, and theory domain, hinder
progress towards a unified theory of SLA. Theory Construction in SLA addresses these problems by
returning to first principles; it asks whether there is such a thing as reliable knowledge, what is
special about scientific method, and how we can best explain SLA. It is the first book to use the
philosophy of science in order to examine the epistemological underpinnings of SLA research and
evaluate rival theories of SLA. Part One explores the central issues in the philosophy of science,
defends rationality against relativists, and offers Guidelines for theory assessment. Part Two
examines different theories of SLA and evaluates them in terms of how well they stand up to the
Guidelines.

skinners language theory: Autism Research Advances L. B. Zhao, 2007 This book brings
together the latest research in the battle against autism. Autism is a complex developmental
disability that typically appears during the first three years of life. The result of a neurological
disorder that affects the functioning of the brain, autism and its associated behaviours have been
estimated to occur in as many as 2 to 6 in 1,000 individuals. Autism is four times more prevalent in
boys than girls and knows no racial, ethnic, or social boundaries. Autism is a spectrum disorder. The
symptoms and characteristics of autism can present themselves in a wide variety of combinations,
from mild to severe. Although autism is defined by a certain set of behaviours, children and adults
can exhibit any combination of the behaviours in any degree of severity. People with autism process
and respond to information in unique ways. In some cases, aggressive and/or self-injurious
behaviour may be present.

skinners language theory: The Basic Theories of Language Acquisition Lena Linden, 2008
Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -
Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne (Englisches Seminar), course: HS First Language
Acquisition, 12 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Most of the concepts and
theories explaining how native languages are acquired go back to three different approaches put
forward by Burrhus Federic Skinner, Noam Chomsky and Jean Piaget, either by using their ideas as
a starting point or by rejecting them and formulating a new or altered Hypothesis. This paper will
try to present those three basic theories, also taking into account the contexts out of which they
emerged, as to fully understand linguistic, like any other scientific, views and theories, they have
always to be evaluated with respect to the scientific and cultural background they appeared in. First
it will try to show how Skinners concept of 'verbal behavior' with respect to language acquisition
emerged in the development of behaviouristic theories. This will be followed by Chomsky's criticism
of Skinner's ideas, leading to his own theory of language and language acquisition, which will be
presented. Jean Piaget offers a cognitive approach to the question. His view will be described before
comparing nativist and cognitivist ideas, concerning the points whether or not innate structures
exist and in how far linguistic and cognitive development are interrelated, taking the opposed views
of Piaget and Chomsky, the forerunners of many other important linguists, as an example.

skinners language theory: AS Level Psychology Through Diagrams Grahame Hill, 2001
This text uses material from the first edition of Advanced Psychology Through Diagrams combined
with several new pages to meet the requirements of the new AS Level examination specifications.

skinners language theory: Diploma in Pre-school Practice Penny Tassoni, 2004 This
coursebook matches the specifications of the CACHE/PLA award. It covers the three core and three
option units of the award, providing everything the reader needs to prepare for work at supervisory
level in a pre-school setting, playgroup or nursery.

skinners language theory: Understanding L.anguage Acquisition Christina E. Erneling,
1993-01-01 How is language acquisition possible? How is it that humans, within a few years of birth,
can speak and understand language, transcending both its limited experience and biological
limitations? In this challenge to the narrow confines of psychology and philosophy, Christina



Erneling argues that language acquisition results from the interaction between linguistic creativity
inherent in language and a biological and social framework of learning. Erneling explains and
critically analyzes the idea that language acquisition requires a meaningful language of thought,
contrasting this with Wittgenstein's ideas on language and learning. Erneling shows that the
assumptions in J. Fodor's development of Chomky's ideas into a theory of language of thought have
significantly influenced developmental theories, yet fail to resolve the conflict between linguistic
creativity and the necessity of a framework for learning. She argues that the later Wittgenstein was
more concerned with the conditions of learning than is generally appreciated and shows how his
remarks can be developed into an alternative approach to language learning. Understanding
Language Acquisition has profound implications for evaluating hidden metatheoretical assumptions,
as well as for empirical research and methods for teaching language and treating language
disorders.

skinners language theory: Memory, Psychology and Second Language Learning Mick Randall,
2007 This book explores the contributions that cognitive linguistics and psychology, including
neuropsychology, have made to the understanding of the way that second languages are processed
and learnt. It examines areas of phonology, word recognition and semantics, examining 'bottom-up'
decoding processes as compared with 'top-down' processes as they affect memory. It also discusses
second language learning from the acquisition/learning and nativist/connectionist perspectives.
These ideas are then related to the methods that are used to teach second languages, primarily
English, in formal classroom situations. This examination involves both 'mainstream' communicative
approaches, and more traditional methods widely used to teach EFL throughout the world. The book
is intended to act both as a textbook for students who are studying second language teaching and as
an exploration of issues for the interested teacher who would like to further extend their
understanding of the cognitive processes underlying their teaching.Mick Randall is currently Senior
Lecturer in TESOL and Head of the Institute of Education at the British University in Dubai. He has
taught courses in second language learning and teaching, applied linguistics and psychology in a
number of different contexts. He has a special interest in the cognitive processing of language and in
the psycholinguistics of word recognition, spelling and reading.

skinners language theory: Child, Adolescent and Family Development Phillip T. Slee,
2002-06-20 Child, Adolescent and Family Development is a comprehensive study of human
development in the context of the family. Incorporating the latest Australian, British and American
research it is an introduction to contemporary theory and issues in the study of child and adolescent
development. Heavily illustrated and with a clear design, this sensitively written text is highly
readable for students in several disciplines. Modelled on a highly successful first edition published in
1993, the text has been totally reconceptualised. A more thematic linking of materials in the text will
allow both students and teachers to follow development either chronologically or thematically. Also,
a life cycle approach to topics as they arise will be a very useful addition for many students. The text
has an array of useful features, including definitions in the margins, a glossary, discussion questions
and activities. Free online support is available, including multiple choice questions, a child
observation manual, an easy student guide to research design and techniques, and worksheets.
Please note the book no longer comes with a CD; all the CD content is now available via the Website.

skinners language theory: The Organization of Language Janice Moulton, George M.
Robinson, 1981-02-27 This clear account will be of interest to people concerned with language from
a variety of perspectives.

skinners language theory: Models and Cognition Jonathan A. Waskan, 2012-01-13 A
groundbreaking argument challenging the traditional linguistic representational model of cognition
proposes that representational states should be conceptualized as the cognitive equivalent of scale
models. In this groundbreaking book, Jonathan Waskan challenges cognitive science's dominant
model of mental representation and proposes a novel, well-devised alternative. The traditional view
in the cognitive sciences uses a linguistic (propositional) model of mental representation. This
logic-based model of cognition informs and constrains both the classical tradition of artificial



intelligence and modeling in the connectionist tradition. It falls short, however, when confronted by
the frame problem—the lack of a principled way to determine which features of a representation
must be updated when new information becomes available. Proposed alternatives, including the
imagistic model, have not so far resolved this problem. Waskan proposes instead the Intrinsic
Cognitive Models (ICM) hypothesis, which argues that representational states can be conceptualized
as the cognitive equivalent of scale models. Waskan argues further that the proposal that humans
harbor and manipulate these cognitive counterparts to scale models offers the only viable
explanation for what most clearly differentiates humans from other creatures: their capacity to
engage in truth-preserving manipulation of representations.

skinners language theory: The Nature of Political Theory Andrew Vincent, 2004-03-25 In
his controversial new book, Andrew Vincent sets out to analyse and challenge the established
nostrums of contemporary political theory. The nature of Political Theory offers three major
contributions to current scholarship. It offers, first, a comprehensive, synoptic, and comparative
analysis of the major conceptions of political theory, predominantly during the twentieth century.
This analysis incorporates systematic critiques of both Anglo-American and continental
contributions. The 'nature' of theory is seen as intrinsically pluralistic and internally divided.
Secondly, the idea of foundationalism is employed in the book to bring some coherence to this
internally complex and fragmented practice. The book consequently focuses on the various
foundational concerns embedded within conceptions of political theory. Thirdly, the book argues for
an adjustment to the way we think about the discipline. Political theory is reconceived as a
theoretically-based, indeterminate subject, which should be more attuned to practice and history.
Andrew Vincent makes a case for a more ecumenical and tolerant approach to the discipline,
suggesting that there are different, but equally legitimate, answers to the question, 'what is political
theory?'. Acceptance of this view would involve a supplementation of the standard substantive
approaches to contemporary political theory. The Nature of Political Theory offers a unique and
idiosyncratic perspective on our current understanding of political theory, making it an
indispensable resource for all scholars and students of the discipline.

skinners language theory: B. F. Skinner Marc Richelle, 1993 B.F. Skinner has been praised
as one of the most influential psychologists of the 20th century, but was also attacked by a variety of
opponents within and outside the field of psychology.

skinners language theory: The Life of a Style Jonathan Gilmore, 2000 In Gilmore's view,
there are intrinsic limits to a style, limits that are present from its beginning but that emerge only
as, or after, it reaches the end of its history.--BOOK JACKET.

skinners language theory: A Practical Guide to Activities for Young Children Christine Hobart,
Jill Frankel, 2005 An essential guide to planning, management and evaluation of early years
activities, this full-color new edition provides detailed descriptions of the important materials,
additional equipment and the role of the adults for a full range of activity types. Activities are
provided for a range of ages, and the book provides a clear focus on good practice and systematic
coverage of equal opportunities, safety and resources.
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