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pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic is a story that
unravels the complex layers behind one of the most devastating public health crises in recent
American history. This phrase conjures images of corporate greed, regulatory failures, and the
human cost of addiction. It’s not just about the drugs themselves but about the web of
misinformation, aggressive marketing, and systemic neglect that allowed prescription opioids to
spiral into an epidemic affecting millions. Understanding this origin story is crucial for anyone
interested in public health, policy, and social justice.

The Birth of an Epidemic: How It All Began

The opioid epidemic didn’t appear overnight. It was the result of decades of pharmaceutical
innovation combined with a shift in pain management philosophy during the late 20th century. In the
1990s, the medical community began emphasizing pain relief as a fundamental human right, which
was a positive development in many ways. However, this change coincided with pharmaceutical
companies aggressively promoting opioids as safe and effective for chronic pain, despite limited
evidence.

Pharmaceutical Companies and the Marketing Machine

Central to the narrative of pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic
is the role of pharmaceutical giants like Purdue Pharma. Their introduction of OxyContin in 1996
was marketed as a revolutionary painkiller with a low risk of addiction. Sales representatives flooded
doctors’ offices with misleading information, downplaying the addictive potential.

This marketing blitz led to a dramatic increase in opioid prescriptions. Physicians, reassured by
these claims and pressured by patient demand, prescribed opioids more liberally than ever before.
The result was widespread availability of these powerful drugs, which set the stage for misuse and
addiction.

The Role of Medical Practices and Guidelines

During this period, medical guidelines began to prioritize pain management more aggressively.
Organizations such as the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
introduced pain as the “fifth vital sign,” encouraging clinicians to treat pain proactively. This well-
intentioned move inadvertently contributed to the overprescription of opioids.

Doctors were often caught between wanting to alleviate suffering and fearing the regulatory



consequences of undertreating pain. The lack of comprehensive training on addiction and alternative
pain management strategies left many practitioners ill-equipped to balance these concerns
effectively.

The Empire of Deceit: Corporate Deception and Legal
Battles

The phrase pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic encapsulates
not just the rise of opioid use but the deliberate misinformation campaign by pharmaceutical
companies. These corporations knew the risks but chose profit over public safety.

Lawsuits and Accountability

As addiction rates soared and overdose deaths became more frequent, public outrage grew.
Investigations revealed that companies like Purdue Pharma had engaged in deceptive marketing
practices, downplaying addiction risks and encouraging higher doses. This led to a wave of lawsuits,
with states, cities, and individuals seeking justice.

One of the most notable outcomes was Purdue Pharma’s bankruptcy and the controversial
settlement involving the Sackler family, who owned the company. Critics argue that the settlement
did not fully account for the damage done or hold all responsible parties accountable.

The Influence on Policy and Regulation

The empire of deceit extended beyond marketing; it influenced policy and regulatory frameworks as
well. Lobbying efforts by pharmaceutical companies slowed down stricter regulations and
maintained a permissive environment for opioid distribution. Regulatory agencies like the FDA faced
criticism for their role in approving opioid medications without fully understanding the addiction
risks.

These systemic failures highlight how corporate influence can undermine public health initiatives
and delay critical interventions.

Human Stories Behind the Statistics

While the corporate and regulatory aspects are vital, the pain killer an empire of deceit and the
origin of americas opioid epidemic is also a deeply human story. Millions of Americans have been
affected by opioid addiction, often starting from legitimate prescriptions for pain relief.



The Path from Prescription to Addiction

Many people did not set out to become addicted. They were prescribed opioids after surgeries,
injuries, or for chronic conditions. The highly addictive nature of these drugs, combined with a lack
of adequate support and education, led some users down a path of dependency.

For some, when prescriptions ran out or became harder to obtain, they turned to illicit drugs like
heroin or fentanyl, which are often cheaper and more accessible but far more dangerous. This
transition has fueled the surge in overdose deaths seen in recent years.

Impact on Families and Communities

The ripple effects of the opioid epidemic reach far beyond individuals. Families have been torn
apart, with children entering foster care due to parental addiction. Communities have struggled with
increased crime, homelessness, and strained healthcare resources.

Efforts to address the epidemic now focus not only on treatment but also on prevention, education,
and support systems to rebuild affected communities.

Lessons Learned and Moving Forward

Understanding pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic offers
important lessons for how society handles pharmaceutical innovation, healthcare policy, and
addiction.

Reforming Prescription Practices

In response to the crisis, medical guidelines have shifted to recommend more cautious opioid
prescribing. There is greater emphasis on alternative pain management techniques, including
physical therapy, non-opioid medications, and psychological support.

Doctors are also receiving better training to recognize signs of addiction and provide or refer
patients for appropriate care.

Addressing Addiction with Compassion and Resources

The stigma surrounding opioid addiction has begun to diminish, replaced by a more compassionate,
evidence-based approach. Increased access to medication-assisted treatment (MAT), counseling, and
harm reduction strategies like naloxone distribution are critical components of these efforts.

Communities, healthcare systems, and policymakers are working together to create comprehensive
support networks for those affected.



The Importance of Transparency and Oversight

Preventing another epidemic requires transparency from pharmaceutical companies and vigilant
regulatory oversight. Public demand for accountability has led to reforms in how drugs are approved
and marketed.

Ongoing research and monitoring help ensure that lessons from the past inform future decisions
about drug safety and public health.

Pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic is a cautionary tale about
the dangers of unchecked corporate power, the complexities of pain management, and the resilience
of those fighting addiction. It reminds us that behind every statistic is a real person, a family, and a
community impacted by this crisis. Through awareness, education, and collective action, there is
hope for healing and prevention.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Pain Killer: An Empire of Deceit
and the Origin of America's Opioid Epidemic'?
The book focuses on the origins and development of America's opioid epidemic, highlighting the
roles of pharmaceutical companies, particularly Purdue Pharma, and the widespread deception
involved in promoting opioid painkillers.

Who is the author of 'Pain Killer: An Empire of Deceit and the
Origin of America's Opioid Epidemic'?
The book is authored by Barry Meier, an investigative journalist known for his in-depth reporting on
the opioid crisis.

How does 'Pain Killer' explain the role of Purdue Pharma in
the opioid epidemic?
The book details how Purdue Pharma aggressively marketed OxyContin, downplaying its
addictiveness, which contributed significantly to widespread opioid addiction and the ensuing
epidemic.

What deceptive practices are exposed in 'Pain Killer'?
The book exposes practices such as misleading marketing claims, suppression of addiction risks,
manipulation of doctors and regulators, and prioritizing profits over public health.

Why is 'Pain Killer' considered an important resource for



understanding the opioid crisis?
Because it provides a comprehensive and investigative account of how corporate greed and
deception fueled the opioid epidemic, offering insights into systemic failures and public health
consequences.

Does 'Pain Killer' discuss the impact of the opioid epidemic on
American society?
Yes, the book discusses the widespread social, economic, and health impacts of the opioid crisis,
including addiction, overdose deaths, and strain on healthcare systems.

How does 'Pain Killer' contribute to ongoing conversations
about pharmaceutical regulation?
It highlights the need for stricter oversight of pharmaceutical companies, transparency in drug
marketing, and reforms to prevent similar public health crises in the future.

What lessons can policymakers learn from 'Pain Killer'
regarding opioid addiction prevention?
Policymakers can learn the importance of early intervention, regulation of drug marketing,
education about addiction risks, and the necessity of balancing pain management with addiction
prevention.

Additional Resources
**Pain Killer: An Empire of Deceit and the Origin of America’s Opioid Epidemic**

pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic is a narrative that
exposes the complex web of corporate greed, regulatory failures, and public health crises that have
together fueled one of the most devastating drug epidemics in modern American history. This
investigative journey delves into how pharmaceutical companies, primarily Purdue Pharma,
aggressively marketed opioids under false pretenses, setting the stage for widespread addiction,
overdose, and societal upheaval. Understanding this multilayered story is crucial for grasping the
origins and ongoing challenges of the opioid epidemic that continues to plague the United States.

The Genesis of the Opioid Crisis

The opioid epidemic did not emerge overnight; it was the result of decades of systemic issues within
healthcare, pharmaceutical marketing, and regulatory oversight. In the late 1990s, pharmaceutical
companies introduced new opioid formulations, touting them as safe and effective solutions for
chronic pain management. Central to this narrative was Purdue Pharma’s introduction of OxyContin
in 1996, a time-release oxycodone pill that promised extended pain relief with minimal risk of
addiction.



However, the marketing of OxyContin was riddled with misleading claims. Sales representatives
were instructed to downplay addiction risks, a strategy that significantly contributed to widespread
prescription and misuse. This commercial success dramatically increased opioid availability, setting
the foundation for what would become an epidemic.

Purdue Pharma and the Marketing Machine

Purdue Pharma’s aggressive marketing tactics exemplify the core of “pain killer an empire of deceit
and the origin of americas opioid epidemic.” The company spent hundreds of millions on promotional
efforts, targeting healthcare providers with misleading brochures and sponsored continuing medical
education sessions. Physicians were encouraged to prescribe opioids for a broader range of pain
conditions, including non-cancer chronic pain, despite limited evidence supporting their long-term
efficacy.

This push coincided with a shift in pain management philosophy, where pain was increasingly
recognized as the “fifth vital sign,” leading to heightened emphasis on pain control. The result was
an explosion in opioid prescriptions, with sales rising from $48 million in 1996 to nearly $3 billion by
2000.

Regulatory Oversight and Its Shortcomings

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) played a pivotal role in allowing drugs like OxyContin to
enter the market with labeling that underestimated addiction risks. Critics argue that the FDA’s
approval process lacked rigorous scrutiny of long-term addiction potential, partly influenced by the
pharmaceutical industry’s lobbying efforts.

Moreover, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) initially failed to curb the overproduction of
prescription opioids. Quotas for opioid manufacturing increased dramatically in the early 2000s,
enabling the flood of pills into communities nationwide. This regulatory leniency inadvertently
facilitated diversion and abuse, magnifying the crisis.

The Unfolding of a Public Health Catastrophe

The widespread availability of prescription opioids led to a surge in addiction rates, overdose deaths,
and social consequences. By the mid-2000s, emergency rooms and addiction treatment centers
reported skyrocketing cases linked to opioid misuse. The epidemic transcended demographics,
affecting urban and rural areas alike.

From Prescription Pills to Heroin and Fentanyl

As regulatory agencies and medical communities began to crack down on prescription opioids in the
2010s, a new wave of opioid-related deaths emerged—from illicit substances like heroin and
synthetic opioids such as fentanyl. Many individuals addicted to prescription opioids transitioned to



cheaper and more accessible street drugs, exacerbating overdose statistics.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), opioid overdose deaths
increased from around 8,000 in 1999 to over 70,000 annually by 2020, with synthetic opioids
accounting for a significant portion of recent increases. This shift highlights the evolving nature of
the epidemic and underscores the challenges in addressing both prescription and illicit opioid use.

Economic and Social Implications

The opioid epidemic’s impact extends beyond health, affecting economic productivity, social
structures, and family dynamics. The National Institute on Drug Abuse estimates the economic
burden—including healthcare costs, lost productivity, addiction treatment, and criminal justice
involvement—at over $78 billion annually.

Communities across the country have witnessed rises in neonatal abstinence syndrome, increased
foster care placements, and strains on law enforcement and social services. The epidemic has also
exacerbated mental health crises and contributed to declining life expectancy trends in the U.S.

Legal Battles and Accountability

In response to growing public outrage, multiple lawsuits targeted pharmaceutical companies,
distributors, and pharmacies for their roles in fueling the epidemic. Purdue Pharma faced numerous
lawsuits alleging deceptive marketing and failure to warn about addiction risks, culminating in a
controversial bankruptcy settlement in 2021.

Other major industry players, including Johnson & Johnson, McKesson, and AmerisourceBergen,
have also faced legal scrutiny. These legal actions have led to multi-billion-dollar settlements
intended to fund addiction treatment and prevention programs, although critics argue that
accountability remains insufficient.

Lessons Learned and Ongoing Challenges

The story of “pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic” serves as a
cautionary tale about the consequences of unchecked corporate influence and regulatory lapses in
public health. It highlights the necessity for evidence-based prescribing guidelines, transparency in
pharmaceutical marketing, and robust government oversight.

Efforts to combat the epidemic now focus on expanding access to medication-assisted treatment
(MAT), improving public awareness about opioid risks, and enhancing surveillance of prescription
practices. However, the persistence of illicit opioid markets and social determinants of addiction
continue to complicate eradication efforts.



The Path Forward: Balancing Pain Management and
Addiction Prevention

Addressing the opioid epidemic requires a nuanced approach that balances the legitimate needs of
patients suffering from chronic pain with the imperative to prevent new cases of addiction.
Alternative pain management strategies, such as physical therapy, behavioral interventions, and
non-opioid medications, are increasingly promoted as first-line treatments.

Healthcare providers are encouraged to adopt comprehensive patient assessments and monitor
opioid use carefully, employing prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs) to detect potential
abuse. Public health initiatives also emphasize harm reduction techniques, including naloxone
distribution and safe consumption spaces.

Improved Prescribing Practices: Prioritizing guidelines that limit opioid dosages and
durations.

Education and Training: Enhancing provider and patient knowledge about addiction risks.

Expanded Treatment Access: Increasing availability of MAT and behavioral therapies.

Policy Reforms: Strengthening regulations on pharmaceutical marketing and drug approval
processes.

Each of these components plays a vital role in dismantling the legacy of deceit that shaped America’s
opioid crisis.

The narrative encapsulated by “pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid
epidemic” remains a stark reminder of the complexities involved in managing pain, addiction, and
corporate responsibility. As the nation continues to grapple with this public health emergency, the
lessons learned from this empire of deceit inform ongoing strategies to heal individuals and
communities affected by opioid misuse.

Pain Killer An Empire Of Deceit And The Origin Of Americas
Opioid Epidemic

  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Pain Killer
Barry Meier, 2023-07-18 From the Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times reporter who first
exposed the roots of the opioid epidemic and the secretive world of the Sackler family behind Purdue
Pharma, Pain Killer is the celebrated landmark story of corporate greed and government negligence
that inspired the Netflix limited series Painkiller. “This is the book that started it all. Barry Meier is a
heroic reporter and Pain Killer is a muckraking classic.”—Patrick Radden Keefe, author of Empire of
Pain New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Between 1999 and 2017, an estimated 250,000
Americans died from overdoses involving prescription painkillers, a plague ignited by Purdue
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Pharma’s aggressive marketing of OxyContin. Families, working class and wealthy, have been torn
apart, businesses destroyed, and public officials pushed to the brink. Meanwhile, the drugmaker’s
owners, Raymond and Mortimer Sackler, whose names adorn museums worldwide, made enormous
fortunes from the commercial success of OxyContin. In Pain Killer, Barry Meier tells the story of how
Purdue turned OxyContin into a billion-dollar blockbuster. Powerful narcotic painkillers, or opioids,
were once used as drugs of last resort for pain sufferers. But Purdue launched an unprecedented
marketing campaign claiming that the drug’s long-acting formulation made it safer to use than
traditional painkillers for many types of pain. That illusion was quickly shattered as drug abusers
learned that crushing an Oxy could release its narcotic payload all at once. Even in its prescribed
form, Oxy proved fiercely addictive. As OxyContin’s use and abuse grew, Purdue concealed what it
knew from regulators, doctors, and patients. Here are the people who profited from the crisis and
those who paid the price, those who plotted in boardrooms and those who tried to sound alarm bells.
A country doctor in rural Virginia, Art Van Zee, took on Purdue and warned officials about
OxyContin abuse. An ebullient high school cheerleader, Lindsey Myers, was reduced to stealing from
her parents to feed her escalating Oxy habit. A hard-charging DEA official, Laura Nagel, tried to
hold Purdue executives to account. In Pain Killer, Barry Meier breaks new ground in his
decades-long investigation into the opioid epidemic. He takes readers inside Purdue to show how
long the company withheld information about the abuse of OxyContin and gives a shocking account
of the Justice Department’s failure to alter the trajectory of the opioid epidemic and protect
thousands of lives. Equal parts crime thriller, medical detective story, and business exposé, Pain
Killer is a hard-hitting look at how a supposed wonder drug became the gateway drug to a national
tragedy.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Pharma
Gerald Posner, 2021-04-13 Exorbitant prices for lifesaving drugs, safety recalls affecting tens of
millions of Americans, and soaring rates of addiction and overdose on prescription opioids have
caused many to lose faith in pharmaceutical companies. Now, Americans are demanding national
reckoning with a monolithic industry. In Pharma, award-winning journalist and New York Times
best-selling author Gerald Posner uncovers the real story of the Sacklers, the family that became one
of America's wealthiest from the success of OxyContin, their blockbuster narcotic painkiller at the
centure of the opioid crisis. The unexpected twists and turns of the Sakler family saga are told
against the startling chronicle of a powerful industry that sits at the intersection of public health and
profits. Pharma reveals how and why American drug companies have put earnings ahead of
patients--
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Smoke and
Ashes Amitav Ghosh, 2024-02-13 Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2024 by Foreign Policy,
Literary Hub, and The Millions Ghosh unravels the impact of the opium trade on global history and
in his own family―the climax of a yearslong project. When Amitav Ghosh began the research for his
monumental cycle of novels the Ibis Trilogy, he was startled to learn how the lives of the
nineteenth-century sailors and soldiers he wrote about were dictated not only by the currents of the
Indian Ocean but also by the precious commodity carried in enormous quantities on those currents:
opium. Most surprising of all, however, was the discovery that his own identity and family history
were swept up in the story. Smoke and Ashes is at once a travelogue, a memoir, and an essay in
history, drawing on decades of archival research. In it, Ghosh traces the transformative effect the
opium trade had on Britain, India, and China, as well as the world at large. The trade was
engineered by the British Empire, which exported Indian opium to sell to China to redress their
great trade imbalance, and its revenues were essential to the empire’s financial survival. Following
the profits further, Ghosh finds opium central to the origins of some of the world’s biggest
corporations, of America’s most powerful families and prestigious institutions (from the Astors and
Coolidges to the Ivy League), and of contemporary globalism itself. Moving deftly between
horticultural history, the mythologies of capitalism, and the social and cultural repercussions of
colonialism, in Smoke and Ashes Ghosh reveals the role that one small plant has had in making our



world, now teetering on the edge of catastrophe.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Corporate
Crime Miranda A. Galvin, William S. Laufer, 2025-08-22 This volume speaks to the fundamental
issues inherent in trying to understand the who-what-where-and-whys of corporate crime. Only in
addressing these larger issues does it become possible to begin to integrate the study of corporate
crime into the larger criminological theory literature. A collection of chapters by experts in the field
grapples with three deceptively simple questions: When are firms morally and legally responsible
agents? What are the harms of corporate wrongdoing and who are the victims? What theories offer
insight to explain corporate wrongdoing? In the first section, chapter authors wrestle with what it
means for a corporation to have agency enough to commit a violation of law as well as what
philosophies of punishment might apply when there is no body to jail. The second section focuses
attention on the often unnamed, ambiguous, or even ignored victims of corporate crime. Many
authors in this section take a broad view of “victimization,” speaking to the ways in which the
intentional acts of corporations produce negative consequences for individuals and society at large
through both the violation of law and the use of corporate power to produce laws that do not
problematize corporate behavior. The third section turns to issues in corporate offending research,
including the circumstances that beget offending, how corporations may be thought to have “life
courses,” and the role of the State in structuring criminal opportunity. The editors wrap up the
volume by proposing a framework for developing a more comprehensive system of criminal
responsibility for corporate actors. The chapters in this volume underscore the failures of the
current system and are intended to inspire readers to push for change. This important work will be
of interest to a wide range of criminologists and has potential to shape the future of corporate crime
theory and research. It is ideal for use in graduate seminars and upper-level undergraduate courses.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Teen Mental
Health Len Sperry, 2022-09-27 This encyclopedia provides a concise introduction to the mental
health topics of greatest concern to adolescents. It offers young readers the information they need to
better understand mental disorders and the importance of psychological well-being. Addressing
mental illness and prioritizing psychological well-being are important at any age, but the teen years
present unique challenges. Hormonal changes, peer pressure, and the demands of school and a busy
social life combined with many other factors put adolescents at high risk for mental health problems.
Certain disorders, such as depression and anxiety, are particularly prevalent in this age group, as
are risky behaviors like substance abuse, self-harm, and distracted driving. Today's teens also face
uniquely modern threats to their psychological well-being, such as Internet addiction and social
media–induced fear of missing out (FOMO). Yet there are also ample opportunities for adolescents to
strengthen their mental health and resiliency through such practices as meditation, activism, and
youth leadership. Teen Mental Health: An Encyclopedia of Issues and Solutions is a ready-reference
guide to the mental health topics that most affect the lives of American teens in the 21st century.
Entries are accessibly written and feature extensive cross-referencing and helpful further reading
lists. This volume also offers a collection of recommended resources, including a number of hotlines
for teens in crisis.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: White Market
Drugs David Herzberg, 2020-10-23 The contemporary opioid crisis is widely seen as new and
unprecedented. Not so. It is merely the latest in a long series of drug crises stretching back over a
century. In White Market Drugs, David Herzberg explores these crises and the drugs that fueled
them, from Bayer’s Heroin to Purdue’s OxyContin and all the drugs in between: barbiturate “goof
balls,” amphetamine “thrill pills,” the “love drug” Quaalude, and more. As Herzberg argues, the vast
majority of American experiences with drugs and addiction have taken place within what he calls
“white markets,” where legal drugs called medicines are sold to a largely white clientele. These
markets are widely acknowledged but no one has explained how they became so central to the
medical system in a nation famous for its “drug wars”—until now. Drawing from federal, state,
industry, and medical archives alongside a wealth of published sources, Herzberg re-connects



America’s divided drug history, telling the whole story for the first time. He reveals that the driving
question for policymakers has never been how to prohibit the use of addictive drugs, but how to
ensure their availability in medical contexts, where profitability often outweighs public safety.
Access to white markets was thus a double-edged sword for socially privileged consumers, even as
communities of color faced exclusion and punitive drug prohibition. To counter this no-win setup,
Herzberg advocates for a consumer protection approach that robustly regulates all drug markets to
minimize risks while maintaining safe, reliable access (and treatment) for people with addiction.
Accomplishing this requires rethinking a drug/medicine divide born a century ago that, unlike most
policies of that racially segregated era, has somehow survived relatively unscathed into the
twenty-first century. By showing how the twenty-first-century opioid crisis is only the most recent in
a long history of similar crises of addiction to pharmaceuticals, Herzberg forces us to rethink our
most basic ideas about drug policy and addiction itself—ideas that have been failing us
catastrophically for over a century.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: The Opioid
Crisis Gail Ukockis, 2024 When I first heard my classmates complain about policy classes, I had been
shocked. As a history buff and news enthusiast, I loved talking about how Medicare legislation
passed in 1965. Who wouldn't be intrigued by the difference between SSI and SSDI? Later when I
accepted the offer to teach my first policy class, I feared that some students would dismiss it as a
waste of time. I spent weeks finding material that would grab their attention and make them love
policy as much as me. Shortly before the fall quarter started, I spent a week in Florida--
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: When
McKinsey Comes to Town Walt Bogdanich, Michael Forsythe, 2022-10-04 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • An explosive, deeply reported exposé of McKinsey & Company, the international
consulting firm that advises corporations and governments, that highlights the often drastic impact
of its work on employees and citizens around the world Meticulously reported, and ultimately
devastating, this is an important book. —Patrick Radden Keefe, New York Times bestselling author
of Empire of Pain and Say Nothing McKinsey & Company is the most prestigious consulting
company in the world, earning billions of dollars in fees from major corporations and governments
who turn to it to maximize their profits and enhance efficiency. McKinsey's vaunted statement of
values asserts that its role is to make the world a better place, and its reputation for excellence and
discretion attracts top talent from universities around the world. But what does it actually do? In
When McKinsey Comes to Town, two prizewinning investigative journalists have written a portrait of
the company sharply at odds with its public image. Often McKinsey's advice boils down to major
cost-cutting, including layoffs and maintenance reductions, to drive up short-term profits, thereby
boosting a company's stock price and the wealth of its executives who hire it, at the expense of
workers and safety measures. McKinsey collects millions of dollars advising government agencies
that also regulate McKinsey's corporate clients. And the firm frequently advises competitors in the
same industries, but denies that this presents any conflict of interest. In one telling example,
McKinsey advised a Chinese engineering company allied with the communist government which
constructed artificial islands, now used as staging grounds for the Chinese Navy—while at the same
time taking tens of millions of dollars from the Pentagon, whose chief aim is to counter Chinese
aggression. Shielded by NDAs, McKinsey has escaped public scrutiny despite its role in advising
tobacco and vaping companies, purveyors of opioids, repressive governments, and oil companies.
McKinsey helped insurance companies' boost their profits by making it incredibly difficult for
accident victims to get payments; worked its U.S. government contacts to let Wall Street firms evade
scrutiny; enabled corruption in developing countries such as South Africa; undermined health-care
programs in states across the country. And much more. Bogdanich and Forsythe have penetrated the
veil of secrecy surrounding McKinsey by conducting hundreds of interviews, obtaining tens of
thousands of revelatory documents, and following rule #1 of investigative reporting: Follow the
money. When McKinsey Comes to Town is a landmark work of investigative reporting that amounts
to a devastating portrait of a firm whose work has often made the world more unequal, more



corrupt, and more dangerous.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Our Love
Affair with Drugs Jerrold Winter, 2020 In Our Love Affair with Drugs, Jerrold Winter provides a
nontechnical, accessible account of the effects of psychoactive drugs in America.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Tim – The
Official Biography of Avicii Måns Mosesson, 2021-11-30 The intimate biography of the iconic DJ who
was lost too soon. Tim Bergling was a musical visionary who, through his sense for melodies, came
to define the era when Swedish and European house music took over the world. But Tim Bergling
was also an introverted and fragile young man who was forced to grow up at an inhumanly fast pace.
After a series of emergencies resulting in hospital stays, he stopped touring in the summer of 2016.
Barely two years later, he took his own life. Tim - The Biography of Avicii is written by the
award-winning journalist Måns Mosesson, who through interviews with Tim's family, friends and
colleagues in the music business, has intimately gotten to know the star producer. The book paints
an honest picture of Tim and his search in life, not shying from the difficulties that he struggled
with.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: A Real
Emergency Joanna Sokol, 2025-06-03 Introspective, richly layered, and surprisingly hopeful, A Real
Emergency is a love letter from a paramedic to the best and worst parts of her career. For fifteen
years, Joanna Sokol filled private notebooks with her confusion, humor, and anger toward the
strange world of emergency street medicine. As her career on the ambulance progressed, she found
herself taking notes on scraps of paper, the backs of gloves, and in the margins of EKG printouts.
She listened to her patients’ stories, left food out for their pets, and turned off the stove under their
oxtail stews. Once, she read half a poem left in a dead woman’s typewriter. She learned about the
history that brought ambulances into their current role as the caretakers of society’s forgotten and
spoke to her colleagues about their own experiences and perspectives. Those reflections are
collected here, in a series of raw, powerful essays about the state modern healthcare. Sokol’s life as
a paramedic took her to three different counties: the casinos and trailer parks of the Nevada desert,
the cozy beach town of Santa Cruz, and, eventually, the crowded tenements of San Francisco’s
Tenderloin district. There are no clear villains or heroes in Sokol’s world, only a group of patients
and medics who are doing their best in a deeply broken system. Combining impactful research,
compassionate reflections on her most memorable patients, and the strong voices of her fellow
paramedics, Sokol takes readers deep into the everyday reality of 911 first responders, offering
insight, empathy, and a reminder of both the power and limitations of care.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Indigenous
Bodies, Cells, and Genes Joanna Ziarkowska, 2020-10-08 This book explores Native American
literary responses to biomedical discourses and biomedicalization processes as they circulate in
social and cultural contexts. Native American communities resist reductivism of biomedicine that
excludes Indigenous (and non-Western) epistemologies and instead draw attention to how illness,
healing, treatment, and genetic research are socially constructed and dependent on inherently
racialist thinking. This volume highlights how interventions into the hegemony of biomedicine are
vigorously addressed in Native American literature. The book covers tuberculosis and diabetes
epidemics, the emergence of Native American DNA, discoveries in biotechnology, and the
problematics of a biomedical model of psychiatry. The book analyzes work by Louise Erdrich,
Sherman Alexie, LeAnne Howe, Linda Hogan, Heid E. Erdrich, Elissa Washuta and Frances
Washburn. The book will appeal to scholars of Native American and Indigenous Studies, as well as to
others with an interest in literature and medicine.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Essentials of
Sociology George Ritzer, 2019-11-08 Show students the relevance of sociology to their lives.
Adapted from Ritzer’s Introduction to Sociology, this text provides students with a rock-solid
foundation in a shorter and more streamlined format.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Is Medicine



Still Good for Us? (The Big Idea Series) (The Big Idea Series) Julian Sheather, 2019-10-01 This
fascinating entry in The Big Idea series lays out the ethical implications and the costs of modern
medicine. Over the course of human history, medicine has achieved incredible successes—but at
what cost? This latest book in The Big Idea series explores the state of modern medicine, examining
the ethics of medical and healthcare practices and the impact they have on modern life. This
fascinating analysis engages with the debate surrounding the escalating costs, both financial and
ethical, of medicine today. Intelligent and provocative, Is Medicine Still Good for Us? dissects
common assumptions about medicine, helping the reader create their own informed opinion about
its extraordinary achievements, limitations, injustices, and inevitable failures. Dr. Julian Sheather, an
ethics adviser to Doctors Without Borders, contextualizes medicine as a science, art, institution, and
ideology, outlining the pros and cons of what medicine has become in the signature Big Idea textual
approach. Accompanying Sheather’s text are numerous informative illustrations that deepen the
reader’s understanding of the material. A timely addition to the series, this book will engage those
who love to debate, who are interested in ethics and philosophy, and those working in the medical
field.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: The America
That I Didn’t Know Existed Francis Kwarteng, 2020-09-09 The American Dream is a popular
concept. It is a celebrated mantra. But does it really exist? Even if it does, is it for everyone? The
American experiment tells a different story. Examples abound of many for whom the American
Dream is an empty rhetoric. Although America prides itself on liberal ideas of equity, social justice
and equality for all, harnessing the potential benefits of the American Dream is far from true for
many hardworking, educated Americans. Inasmuch as the American Dream may exist for some,
white privilege, employment and educational discrimination, racism...may stand in the way of
achieving one's fullest potential. This is compounded by the Eurocentric content of the American
curriculum which denies equal representation to non-white Americans in the marketplace of ideas,
reinforcing their sociopolitical and epistemic marginalization. In a remarkably wide ranging and
moving book Francis Kwarteng has provided us with one of the most honest and earnest
assessments of what immigrants find in the United States. The book The America That I Didn't Know
Existed reminds me of the complex reasons people are attracted to the American society and the
disappointment that they find when they sometimes discover that what one reads about America is
not truly the best way to know America. Kwarteng has lived, studied, and learned in America and he
counts these experiences as blessings as anyone would who has seen possibilities. However, this
determined intellectual has shown us a path forward with acceptance and humanity. This riveting
book has the making of an incredibly powerful drama as well. Molefi Kete Asante, author of Erasing
Racism: The Survival of the American Nation Francis Kwarteng's book recounts his personal journey
to America by reliving the challenges and struggles he had to overcome to realize that the dream he
once imagined was only a mirage. The author provides the rationale behind his decision to come to
America and the subsequent disillusion with the gap between his aspirations and realities on
American soil. Framed within the intellectual lens of Afrocentricity, Kwarteng exposes and critiques
the prevailing dominance of Eurocentric constructs that systemically dehumanizes, and perforce
disempowers, persons of African descent. The result of this is a readable, empowering page-turning
memoir that will resonate with every African immigrant. Kwame Akonor is Associate Professor of
Political Science at Seton Hall University (USA), founding director of the New York-based African
Development Institute, and author of African Economic Institutions.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Border
Policing Holly M. Karibo, George T. Díaz, 2020-04-21 An interdisciplinary group of borderlands
scholars provide the first expansive comparative history of the way North American borders have
been policed—and transgressed—over the past two centuries. An extensive history examining how
North American nations have tried (and often failed) to police their borders, Border Policing
presents diverse scholarly perspectives on attempts to regulate people and goods at borders, as well
as on the ways that individuals and communities have navigated, contested, and evaded such



regulation. The contributors explore these power dynamics though a series of case studies on
subjects ranging from competing allegiances at the northeastern border during the War of 1812 to
struggles over Indian sovereignty and from the effects of the Mexican Revolution to the experiences
of smugglers along the Rio Grande during Prohibition. Later chapters stretch into the twenty-first
century and consider immigration enforcement, drug trafficking, and representations of border
policing in reality television. Together, the contributors explore the powerful ways in which federal
authorities impose political agendas on borderlands and how local border residents and regions
interact with, and push back against, such agendas. With its rich mix of political, legal, social, and
cultural history, this collection provides new insights into the distinct realities that have shaped the
international borders of North America.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Drugs and
Drug Policy Clayton J. Mosher, Scott M. Akins, 2020-11-22 This engaging and thoroughly updated
text provides a cross-national perspective on the use and regulation of both legal and illegal drugs. It
examines and critiques drug policies in the United States and abroad in terms of their scope, goals,
and effectiveness. Authors Clayton J. Mosher and Scott Akins also discuss the physiological,
psychological, and behavioral effects of legal and illicit drugs; the patterns and correlates of use;
theories of the causes of drug use; and the policies that govern that usage. Features and Benefits
Thoroughly reviews use of and regulation policies of both illegal and legal drugs, including the use
of energy drinks and muscle enhancers like steroids and human growth hormones. Very up to date
statistics and discussions of emerging trends and policies. Provides more coverage of drug policy
issues than comparable books with particular attention to contrasting policies in countries around
the world. Coverage of drug epidemics for new legal and illegal drugs not found in other books on
drugs.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: Ostergard’s
Textbook of Urogynecology Ali Azadi, Jeffrey L. Cornella, Peter L. Dwyer, Felicia L. Lane, 2022-09-01
Now totally revised and rewritten for today’s female pelvic medicine and reconstructive surgery
practice, Ostergard’s Textbook of Urogynecology: Female Pelvic Medicine & Reconstructive
Surgery, 7th Edition, offers comprehensive guidance on all aspects of this complex field. Drs. Ali
Azadi, Jeffrey L. Cornella, Peter L. Dwyer, and Felicia L. Lane bring you up to date with current
diagnosis and treatment of all female pelvic floor dysfunctions, including urinary incontinence and
other lower urinary tract conditions, disorders of the anus and rectum, and disorders of pelvic
support. Thorough updates include revised and rewritten content throughout, new full-color
illustrations, new surgical videos, new chapters on current clinical topics, and much more.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: U.S.
Democracy in Danger Adebowale Akande, 2023-10-19 Historically, Donald Trump will be
remembered as the first American president to be impeached twice and indicted. He fed the
grotesque myth that the election was stolen and summoned his supporters to storm Congress on 6
January 2021 in a bid to thwart the certification of Joe Biden's U.S. presidential election victory. This
volume vividly recounts the dramatic narrative of the January 6 Coup in America and how close we
came to losing U.S. democracy. For anyone seeking a comprehensive and multidisciplinary global
overview of democracy, an astute analysis of the forces that drive the dominance of the (neo)liberal
paradigm of the last decades should look no further than this volume. Yet the volume takes the issue
further by vigorously documenting the decline of the U.S. treaty process (America’s dysfunctional
diplomacy and the doctrine of unpredictability). There is an urgent need for a massive infusion of
strategic support for democracy in the United States. Because come 2024 or thereafter an
unfinished work might drag American democracy to a dangerous inflection point. Trump (who has a
complete hold on the Republican party, still has a stranglehold on the MAGA base no matter what he
does, was instrumental to the breaking of U.S. diplomacy. Undermining the democratic legitimacy of
International Law adversely affected U.S. foreign policy. Some federal and lower courts in the
judiciary of the United States pose a real threat to Americans’ democracy as well. To that end, when
‘the principle of truth’ loses its relevance and meaning as benchmarks for appraisals and decisions,



and becomes a harmful tool for willful propaganda. Everybody should be worried about U.S.
democracy. A real crisis is coming! U.S. Democracy is at a breaking point. Like a giant modern
mirror standing behind democracy itself, this book is a citizen's guide to saving U.S. Democracy.
Expertly drawn on global and regional examples and current literature, the volume closes a gap in
the multidisciplinary field. Quite useful as a valuable resource as it helps us understand the shifting
Trump agenda in diverse areas. Essential reference across a range of subjects, bringing together
contributions from scholars, and policymakers alike. This extraordinarily well-researched and
practically crafted, culture-inclusive text could not be more relevant or timelier. It is a must for
everyone. This volume will help to shape the political landscape of the 21st century and will remain a
vital source of inspiration for modern-day scholars and political activists.
  pain killer an empire of deceit and the origin of americas opioid epidemic: The Opioid
Crisis Sabine Cherenfant, 2019-07-15 Opioids are pain relievers that include legal drugs like
morphine, fentanyl, and oxycodone and illegal drugs like heroin. In 2017, the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services declared the opioid epidemic a public health crisis after 42,249 people
in the United States died of opioid overdoses in 2016. Opioid prescription has been on the rise since
the 1990s, when pharmaceutical companies asserted that the pain relievers were not addictive,
though the tragic consequences have proven otherwise. This volume explores the history of the
opioid crisis and solutions that have been proposed to fight this increasingly deadly epidemic.
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