near to the heart of god

**Near to the Heart of God: Embracing Intimacy and Spiritual Closeness**

Near to the heart of God is a phrase that resonates deeply within many spiritual journeys. It
evokes a sense of closeness, intimacy, and profound connection to the divine. For those seeking a
meaningful relationship with God, being near to His heart is often the ultimate desire—a place
where peace, love, and purpose intertwine. But what does it truly mean to be near to the heart of
God, and how can one cultivate this sacred closeness in everyday life?

In this article, we’ll explore the spiritual significance of being near to God’s heart, practical ways to
grow closer to Him, and the transformative impact such intimacy can have on your life. Whether you
are new to faith or have walked a long spiritual path, understanding how to draw near to God’s heart
can bring renewed hope and deep fulfillment.

The Meaning Behind Being Near to the Heart of God

To be near to the heart of God means more than simply believing in His existence. It’s about
entering into a dynamic relationship characterized by trust, love, and continuous communication.
This phrase often recalls imagery found in Scripture, where closeness to God is described as a
sanctuary for the soul, a refuge from life’s storms.

Spiritual Intimacy: A Two-Way Relationship

When we talk about being near to God’s heart, it implies a two-way relationship. It’s not just about
seeking God but also allowing ourselves to be found and held by Him. This intimacy requires
openness, vulnerability, and a willingness to listen. Through prayer, worship, and meditation on
God’s Word, believers invite God’s presence to transform their hearts, aligning their desires with
His.

God’s Heart: A Source of Compassion and Love

Understanding God’s heart is essential to grasp what it means to be near to it. The heart of God is
often described as full of compassion, mercy, and unconditional love. Being near to His heart means
resting in the assurance of His grace and knowing that you are deeply valued and understood. This
closeness provides comfort during difficult times and inspires a life marked by kindness and
forgiveness.

How to Draw Near to the Heart of God in Daily Life

While the desire to be near to God’s heart is common, the path to achieving this closeness can feel



unclear. Here are some practical steps that help nurture a deeper connection with God:

1. Prioritize Consistent Prayer and Reflection

Prayer is the most direct way to communicate with God. Setting aside dedicated time each day to
speak honestly with God and listen quietly can deepen your relationship. Prayer doesn’t need to be
formal or complicated; it can be as simple as sharing your thoughts, fears, and hopes or expressing
gratitude. Reflection on how God is working in your life also helps you recognize His presence more
clearly.

2. Immerse Yourself in Scripture

The Bible is often called God’s Word and is a vital resource for understanding His character and will.
Regular reading and meditation on Scripture allow you to internalize God’s promises and guidance.
Verses like Psalm 73:28, “But as for me, it is good to be near God,” remind us of the peace that
comes from closeness to Him.

3. Practice Worship and Praise

Worship brings the heart into alignment with God’s heart. Whether through singing, music, or silent
adoration, worship is an expression of love and reverence. It helps refocus the mind away from the
distractions of daily life and onto God’s greatness and goodness.

4. Cultivate a Lifestyle of Obedience and Trust

Drawing near to God also involves responding to His guidance. Obedience to His teachings and
trusting His plans—even when they are challenging—strengthens your spiritual intimacy. This trust
is a testament to your faith and willingness to walk closely with Him.

The Impact of Being Near to the Heart of God

Living near to God’s heart brings profound changes that ripple through every area of
life—emotionally, spiritually, and even physically.

Inner Peace and Emotional Healing

Many who experience closeness to God report a deep sense of peace that surpasses understanding.
This peace acts as a balm for anxiety, fear, and sorrow. The heart that is near to God often finds
healing from past wounds and renewed hope for the future.



Guidance and Wisdom in Decision-Making

When you are connected to God’s heart, you gain clarity and discernment. This spiritual insight
helps navigate life’s complexities with confidence and grace. The wisdom gained from God’s Word
and Spirit can guide you through difficult decisions and relationships.

A Heart for Serving Others

Being near to the heart of God naturally inspires a greater love for others. God’s compassion
becomes the driving force behind acts of kindness, charity, and justice. When your heart mirrors His,
you become a channel of His love in the world.

Overcoming Barriers to Closeness with God

Despite the desire to be near to God’s heart, many face obstacles that hinder this intimacy.

Distracted Mind and Busy Lifestyle

In today’s fast-paced world, it’s easy to get caught up in the noise and busyness. Finding quiet time
for prayer and reflection requires intentional effort. Creating daily routines and setting boundaries
can help foster a peaceful environment where you can connect with God.

Feelings of Unworthiness or Doubt

Sometimes, people feel too flawed or distant to approach God’s heart. It’s important to remember
that God’s love is unconditional. Embracing His grace means accepting that you don’t have to be
perfect to be near to Him. Doubts can be an opportunity to seek understanding and grow in faith.

Unresolved Sin and Brokenness

Sin and guilt can create barriers between you and God. However, God’s heart is always open to
those who seek forgiveness and restoration. Confession, repentance, and receiving God’s mercy are
crucial steps toward healing and renewed closeness.

Inspiring Examples of Nearness to God’s Heart

Throughout history, countless individuals have exemplified what it means to be near to God’s heart.
Characters like David, who described God as his refuge and strength, and Mary, who pondered



God’s works in her heart, offer powerful models of spiritual intimacy.

Modern-Day Stories of Transformation

Even today, many testify to the life-changing power of drawing near to God. From overcoming
addiction to finding new purpose, their stories remind us that God’s heart is accessible to all who
seek Him earnestly.

Being near to the heart of God is a journey filled with moments of quiet reflection, joyful worship,
and sometimes struggle. Yet, it remains a profoundly rewarding pursuit, opening doors to peace,
purpose, and a love that never fades. As you take steps toward this closeness, remember that God'’s
heart is always open, inviting you to come near and rest.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to be near to the heart of God?

Being near to the heart of God means having a close, intimate relationship with God, characterized
by love, trust, and obedience.

How can I draw near to the heart of God in my daily life?

You can draw near to the heart of God by spending time in prayer, reading scripture, worshiping,
and living according to His teachings.

Why is being near to the heart of God important for
Christians?

Being near to the heart of God is important because it nurtures spiritual growth, brings peace,
guidance, and strengthens faith in everyday life.

Are there biblical examples of people who were near to the
heart of God?

Yes, examples include King David, who is described as a man after God's own heart, and Jesus
Christ, who was fully aligned with God's will.

Can being near to the heart of God help in times of hardship?

Yes, being near to the heart of God provides comfort, hope, and strength to endure and overcome
difficult situations.



What role does forgiveness play in being near to the heart of
God?

Forgiveness is essential because it restores our relationship with God, allowing us to experience His
love and grace more fully.

How does worship contribute to being near to the heart of
God?

Worship helps us focus on God, express our love and reverence, and deepen our connection with
Him.

Can anyone be near to the heart of God regardless of their
past?

Yes, God's love and grace are available to everyone, and through repentance and faith, anyone can
draw near to His heart.

Additional Resources

**Near to the Heart of God: Exploring Spiritual Intimacy and Devotion**

near to the heart of god is a phrase that resonates deeply within various religious traditions,
symbolizing a profound closeness to the divine presence. This concept has permeated spiritual
literature, hymns, and theological discourse, often representing an aspirational state where
individuals seek to align their innermost being with God’s will and love. In contemporary spirituality
and faith practices, understanding what it means to be near to the heart of God involves examining
theological interpretations, emotional connections, and practical expressions of devotion.

This article delves into the multifaceted dimensions of being near to the heart of God, analyzing its
significance across different faith contexts, exploring its implications for personal spirituality, and
considering how this notion influences religious life and community engagement. The discussion also
integrates relevant keywords related to spiritual intimacy, divine connection, and devotional
practices to provide a comprehensive and SEO-friendly exploration of this enduring spiritual pursuit.

Theological Foundations of Being Near to the Heart of
God

The phrase “near to the heart of God” draws heavily from scriptural sources and traditional religious
teachings. In Christianity, for example, it echoes the sentiments of hymns like “Jesus is Tenderly
Calling You Home,” which emphasize the comfort and peace that come from drawing close to Jesus.
Theologically, it suggests a relational proximity rather than a physical one—an intimate connection
that transcends mere ritual and enters the realm of heartfelt communion.

From a doctrinal standpoint, being near to the heart of God can be understood through concepts



such as divine grace, sanctification, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It implies a transformative
process where believers are not only aware of God’s presence but also actively participate in a
dynamic relationship marked by love, trust, and obedience. This spiritual closeness often correlates
with increased faith, moral integrity, and a sense of purpose aligned with divine intentions.

Comparative Perspectives Across Religious Traditions

While prominently featured in Christian contexts, the idea of nearness to the divine heart is echoed
in other religious traditions, albeit with unique interpretations:

e Judaism: The concept of “devekut,” or cleaving to God, emphasizes a close, unbroken
attachment to God’s presence through prayer and ethical living.

e Islam: The notion of “qurb,” or nearness to Allah, is sought through submission, remembrance
(dhikr), and righteous deeds.

e Hinduism: Bhakti yoga focuses on loving devotion toward a personal deity, aspiring to union
with the divine essence.

These traditions underline that proximity to God or the divine heart is less about spatial closeness
and more about the quality of inner connection, a theme that transcends cultural and doctrinal
boundaries.

Practical Expressions of Spiritual Nearness

Understanding the abstract concept of being near to the heart of God becomes more tangible when
examining how believers express this nearness in daily life. Devotional practices, personal
disciplines, and communal worship all serve as avenues to foster and maintain this spiritual
intimacy.

Role of Prayer and Meditation

Prayer remains a cornerstone in cultivating proximity to God’s heart. It functions as both
communication and listening, creating a space where individuals can articulate their deepest fears,
hopes, and gratitude. Meditation and contemplative practices further deepen this connection by
promoting mindfulness of God’s presence and fostering inner stillness.

Impact on Moral and Ethical Living

Being near to the heart of God often results in tangible ethical outcomes. Individuals motivated by



this closeness tend to exhibit compassion, forgiveness, and humility. This transformation is
supported by numerous studies indicating that spiritual devotion correlates with increased altruism
and psychological well-being. The relationship between spiritual intimacy and ethical behavior
underscores the practical significance of being near to the heart of God beyond abstract theology.

Community and Fellowship

Although the heart-to-God connection is deeply personal, communal worship and fellowship play a
critical role in nurturing this bond. Shared rituals, sacraments, and collective prayer experiences
create an environment conducive to spiritual growth. Being near to the heart of God within a
community framework reinforces accountability, encouragement, and a shared sense of divine
purpose.

Challenges and Misconceptions

Despite its profound appeal, the journey toward nearness to the heart of God involves challenges.
Misconceptions often arise, such as equating physical proximity to sacred spaces with spiritual
closeness or assuming that emotional experiences alone signify true intimacy with God.

Balancing Emotional Experience with Spiritual Discipline

Emotional highs can be powerful indicators of spiritual connection but are not definitive proof of
nearness to God’s heart. Sustainable intimacy requires consistent spiritual disciplines, ethical
commitment, and humility. Recognizing this balance helps avoid pitfalls of spiritual superficiality or
burnout.

Addressing Doubt and Spiritual Distance

Many believers confront feelings of spiritual dryness or distance, questioning whether they are truly
near to God’s heart. These experiences, rather than negating the connection, often serve as catalysts
for deeper reflection and renewed faith. The dynamic nature of spiritual intimacy means that
proximity to God’s heart can fluctuate, requiring perseverance and grace.

The Role of Music and Art in Expressing Nearness to
God

Artistic expressions—particularly music—have historically served as profound mediums for
conveying and experiencing closeness to the divine heart. Hymns, spiritual songs, and sacred art
embody emotions and theological insights that words alone may fail to capture.



For instance, the classic hymn “Near to the Heart of God,” written in the late 19th century,
continues to inspire believers worldwide, its lyrics evoking a tender invitation to find solace and
strength through divine nearness. Contemporary worship music often draws from similar themes,
blending scriptural truths with emotional resonance to facilitate a sense of spiritual intimacy.

Therapeutic and Psychological Benefits

Research in psychology suggests that engaging with spiritual music and art can enhance emotional
well-being, reduce stress, and foster a sense of community. These benefits align with the broader
experience of being near to the heart of God, where peace and comfort are integral.

Expanding the Concept in Modern Spirituality

In an age marked by rapid technological change and global interconnectedness, the quest to be near
to the heart of God takes on new dimensions. Digital platforms, online worship, and virtual prayer
groups offer novel avenues to cultivate spiritual connection, especially when physical gatherings are
limited.

However, these modern methods also raise questions about authenticity and depth. Can virtual
experiences replicate the intimacy traditionally found in personal or communal worship? Early
studies indicate mixed results, suggesting that while technology can facilitate connection, it may not
fully substitute the embodied aspects of spiritual nearness.

Integrating Tradition with Innovation

Faith communities are increasingly exploring ways to blend time-honored devotional practices with
innovative approaches. This integration aims to preserve the essence of being near to the heart of
God while adapting to contemporary realities. Whether through apps offering guided prayer or
livestreamed meditation sessions, the core pursuit remains unchanged: fostering an authentic,
heartfelt relationship with the divine.

The concept of being near to the heart of God continues to inspire and challenge believers across the
world. Its rich theological heritage, practical implications, and evolving expressions highlight the
enduring human desire for spiritual intimacy. As faith traditions navigate changing cultural
landscapes, the pursuit of closeness to God’s heart remains a central, unifying theme—inviting
reflection, devotion, and transformation at every turn.

Near To The Heart Of God

near to the heart of god: Near to the Heart of God Robert J. Morgan, 2010-10 The bestselling


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/near-to-the-heart-of-god.pdf

hymn historian of Then Sings My Soul presents a 365-day devotional focused on best-loved hymns of
the faith.

near to the heart of god: Near to the Heart of God Terry Anne Meeuwsen, 1998 700 Club
co-host Terry Meeuwsen's Near to the Heart of God invites you to revel in God's ever-present love
and wisdom as you experience His Word in a fresh, new way. Subjects include peace, forgiveness,
relationships, discouragement & more.

near to the heart of god: The Complete Book of Hymns William Petersen, Ardythe Petersen,
2015-01-12 The Complete Book of Hymns brings to life the stories behind more than 600 hymns and
worship songs. With background on the composer, the inspiration behind the lyrics, scriptural
references for devotional consideration, and a sampling of the song lyrics, this book brings forth the
message of these great songs of the faith like never before!

near to the heart of god: The Heart of Man. The Heart of God. Irving W. Risch, 2015-09-14
The mind is an amazing thing, but it is just part of the heart. Let me explain. When the Bible refers
to the metaphorical heart it includes our mind, (our thought life), our desire (our emotions), and our
will (our decision making). This makes up our character; who we really are. In this writing I would
like to look at the heart of man and then the heart of God. The first three parts of this writing is
based on three messages given by Charlie Fizer at the Hiawatha Bible Chapel in Wabasha
Minnesota. I have added my thoughts to his teachings plus seeing his teaching was about the heart
of man, I am adding a fourth part on the heart of God to round off his lessons on the heart of man.
Charlie Fizer is retired from Emmaus Bible College and is now serving the Lord by traveling to small
churches across the US and Canada teaching God's Word. He also holds a position as Chaplain in
Dubuque, IA. Where he and his wife Darlene live. Charlie and Darlene also served as missionaries in
Japan for many years. As we start to look at the heart of man we see something that happens over
and over again in all mankind; and this includes men and women alike. When a person sins it
happens like this. First the thought is conceived in the mind; we think about something like David
did when he looked at Bathsheba and started to lust after her. Then that thought started to develop
within, (the heart). It became a desire of the heart. Then by the will one acted on that desire so
becoming an act of sin. This is the case for every sin we commit, or action we take whether good or
bad. It starts in the thought process of the heart, which is called the mind. We are so programmed to
think when we hear the word “heart”, we start to think about the organ in our chest that pumps the
blood throughout our bodies. This is true but when we hear the word in the Bible it always mean, the
most inner part of man's makeup, except for two places where it meant the organ that pumps blood.
It is who you really are. It has to do with your intellect, feelings, your will, and all your desires. It
also can mean the most center part of you. It is where everything in you comes from. Let us look at
the way we use this word and some of the meanings; the idioms we use. First “at heart.” We use this
in reality, fundamentally; basically. Then when we say “break someone's heart” we mean to cause
someone to be devastated by sorrow or disappointment. If you say, “I can say that by heart.” you
mean you can do it entirely from memory. There are so many more like this, “eat your heart out”,
“have a heart”, “have one's heart in the right place”, lose one's heart to”, and this list can go on and
on. All this idioms deal with what we are talking about here. If you don't think this subject is
important, just think of this. The word “heart” is found 835 times and is in 775 verses in the New
King James Bible (NKJV). (A side note: I did a search on BibleGateway.com and searched the entire
Bible for the word heart in the New King James Version Bible and it is found 926 times). In any case
it is found many time. Let me ask some questions. Have you ever questioned the motivation of your
heart? Or have you ever thought yourself to be something? Then maybe you have never read verses
like “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”
Galatians 6:3, or “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.” James 1:26. Maybe one last verse, “The heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” Jeremiah 17:9. Wow! This
should make us question our hearts all the time, but the truth is not many of us do this. We trust our
hearts even though the Bible tells us not to. This will lead us down the wrong path every time. Let us




try to understand the heart of man by what the scriptures tell us about it. First the heart is the
thinking aspect of man. We read in Proverbs 23:7 NK]JV, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.”
Then Jesus asks in the New Testament, “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts.” And again he
said “Why do you think evil in your hearts?” There are so many scriptures that tell us this, (Matthew
9:4; 15:19; 24:48, Luke 2:19) just to mention a few. Now the question is, Does it make a difference in
the way I think? What does my eternal destiny have to do in the way I think? Or maybe to put it
another way, Am I responsible for the way I think? I say a big “YES.” Again the scriptures tell us
affirmative, “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can
be.” (Romans 8:6 NK]JV). (Remember the mind is part of the heart). Whatever things are true,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are
of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these
things.” (Philippians 4:8 NK]JV). I believe there is a lot said about our thought life because that is
where sin starts. We have to remember because of the fall our heart changed. We need a heart
transplant which we will talk about later. Now if our thought life is wrong it will now make our
actions wrong. Even when we think we are doing good, sin enters in by way of pride, and pride is
sin. Are we messed up or what? All right now, after we have wrong thoughts then our desires and
will come into play. Our thoughts control our desires, (an emotion) which in turn controls our will,
(our actions). With all this in mind, let us move on with this subject. We are going to start a three
part study plus one on the heart, which I described above. Let us start with this scripture and
Charlie Fizer's first message.

near to the heart of god: Amazing Grace Kenneth W. Osbeck, 2002-05-01 This revised
best-seller is an inspiring daily devotional based on 366 great hymns of the faith. It contains a
portion of each hymn along with Scripture readings, meditations, and practical applications.

near to the heart of god: 101 More Hymn Stories Kenneth W. Osbeck, 1985 (Foreword by
Cliff Barrows) More inspiring stories behind the hymns of past and contemporary favorites.

near to the heart of god: TODAY IS Christine McTaggart, 2011-08-25 Take a fresh look at
your day with TODAY IS! Through a series of easy to read daily inspirations you will be challenged to
change the way you think about the problems and opportunities that face you everyday. As you read,
be ready to find fresh insight - be empowered and strengthened TODAY!

near to the heart of god: Near to the Heart of God Deborah Kern, 1993 A wonderful
storyteller and former women's ministry director captures readers with down-to-earth illustrations
that shed light and delight on even hard-to-understand aspects of prayer. Comparable to What
Happens When Women Pray, this rare book gives readers a glimpse of a deeper relationship with
God th at is within the reach of every believer.

near to the heart of god: Songs of the Church , 1991-09

near to the heart of god: Songs of the Church 21st Century Edition - Maroon, 1991-09

near to the heart of god: A Song in My Heart Robert J. Morgan, 2021-09-07 The lyrics of our
favorite hymns are rich in images that can help us in our daily walk with God--they are miniature
Bible studies that lead us effortlessly toward worship, testimony, exhortation, prayer, and praise.
Bestselling author Robert J. Morgan has gathered 366 hymns, including favorites such as Amazing
Grace and Rock of Ages, as well as classic, lesser-known gems. Each devotional begins with
Scripture, includes a story about the hymn or its writer, along with the lyrics to the hymn, and ends
with a prayer. Includes an index of hymn titles and first lines.

near to the heart of god: Gracia and Gentil Paul, Mugerwa, 2017-08-16 This book shows
that, if all the aspects of a context are carefully kept in mind, when interpreting music, a much more
accurate knowledge of its truth will be known. A faithful adherence to situation will create in the
interpreter an honest appreciation of he song.here are six classifications of the hymn and gospel
songs background stories depend on their broad categories; and the book has been organised along
those classifications for simplicity purposes, including: Praise Songs; Worship Songs; Discipleship
Songs; Christian Living & Virtues Songs; Extraordinary Occasions Songs; Benedictions & Doxologies



Songs; and Lay-Out of the Texts.

near to the heart of god: Seeing with the Heart Johnnie W. Skinner, Sr., 1996 Discover more
clearly the meaning of true spirituality and become better equipped to worship and serve God
effectively. 12 lessons.

near to the heart of god: Windows into the Heart of God Preston Parrish, 2007 From a man
who has served as executive vice president of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association--an intimate
and life-changing look at the person of Jesus Christ...who He is, and what He offers to us. Apart from
Jesus, even our highest achievements fall short and ring hollow. It's only when we draw near to Him
and become transformed by Him that we: experience true contentment in every circumstance enjoy
life the way God means for us to experience it bear lasting fruit in our Christian walk. In Windows
into the Heart of God, readers will take a 31-day journey that encourages, builds up, and challenges
them to flourish in their personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Through this book that's
both biblical and personal, they'll laugh, they'll cry, they'll learn, they'll grow--in fact, they'll be
forever changed!

near to the heart of god: World's Greatest Hymns Jerry Ray, 2005-05-03 Contains 70 of the
most inspirational melodies, arranged with piano accompaniment that is also complete in itself for
solo performance. Each hymn includes vocal line, lyrics and guitar chords.

near to the heart of god: The Heart of Spirituality Rev L.Malsawma, 2005-02 This book offers
a biblical understanding of spirituality. It gets to the heart of spirituality giving practical guidelines
towards a genuine spiritual experience. The book provides warningsigns for pitfalls along the
journey to help thereader avoid becoming a casuality of mediocritytowards the abundant spiritual
blessings availableto every Christian. Those who receive their ownspiritual hunger will appreciate
this book and the road map it offers for victorious and joyful Christianliving in their everyday life.

near to the heart of god: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, Pew Edition Westminster
John Knox Press, 1990 This superb hymnal features more than six hundred hymns. It is designed for
use by a variety of denominations and ecumenical settings.

near to the heart of god: An Exposition of the Prophecy of Hosea Jeremiah Burroughs,
1863

near to the heart of god: Church Member from Hell ,

near to the heart of god: The Heart of Prayer D. M. Stahlheber, 2021-12-07 The Heart of
Prayer is after one thing, helping readers cultivate a relationship with God through prayer. The
purpose of prayer is a means of communication, a heart-to-heart communion with God the maker. As
people draw closer to God, he draws closer to them. The Heart of Prayer outlines easy to follow
approaches for anyone interested in knowing God more intimately. The foundational elements to
prayer and elements noted within provide a way for people of any denomination to find the heart of
God and his mercy and grace. A life of prayer is transformative and full of freedom. Find the freedom
Christ paid for through a powerful relationship with God that can start in prayer.
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