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London Bridges Falling Down History: Unraveling the Story Behind the Iconic Rhyme

london bridges falling down history is a fascinating journey that intertwines folklore,
architecture, and the evolution of one of the most famous landmarks in the world — London
Bridge. While many recognize the nursery rhyme "London Bridge Is Falling Down," few truly
understand the historical events and legends that inspired this catchy tune. Delving into
this history not only reveals the bridge’s significance but also offers insight into London’s
development over centuries.

The Origins of London Bridge

The story of London Bridge goes back almost two millennia. The earliest known bridge
across the River Thames was built by the Romans around 50 AD. This wooden structure
facilitated the expansion of Londinium, the Roman settlement that would eventually
become modern London. Over time, the bridge underwent several reconstructions and
transformations, reflecting the city’s growth and changing needs.

From Wooden Planks to Stone Arches

For centuries, the bridge was primarily constructed of wood, which was vulnerable to fire,
decay, and attacks. By the late 12th century, a more durable solution was required. In
1176, Peter of Colechurch initiated the building of a stone bridge. Completed in 1209, this
medieval stone London Bridge featured 19 small arches and a chapel dedicated to St.
Thomas Becket.

This stone structure stood for over 600 years, witnessing numerous historical events —
from royal processions to battles and even the display of traitors’ heads as warnings.
However, its narrow design and heavy traffic eventually made it insufficient for the bustling
city.

The Nursery Rhyme: Origins and Interpretations

"London Bridge Is Falling Down" is one of the oldest and most famous English nursery
rhymes. Its catchy melody and repetitive lyrics have made it a staple for generations of
children worldwide. But where did this rhyme come from, and what does it really mean?

Historical Events Behind the Lyrics

The rhyme’s words allude to the repeated destruction and rebuilding of London Bridge over



centuries. Some historians believe the song references the Viking attacks in the early 11th
century, particularly the sacking of London by Olaf II of Norway and his ally Sven Forkbeard
in 1014. During this assault, the bridge was reportedly damaged or destroyed, which may
have inspired the imagery of a falling bridge.

Another theory links the rhyme to the structural weaknesses of the stone bridge. Over time,
the bridge suffered from decay, collapse of arches, and partial destruction, necessitating
frequent repairs and rebuilds. The “falling down” symbolizes the bridge’s fragility and the
continuous effort to maintain it.

Symbolism and Cultural Impact

Beyond literal interpretations, the rhyme has been viewed as a metaphor for political
instability and social change. The phrase “falling down” can represent the collapse of
regimes or the challenges faced by London throughout its history. This symbolic reading
adds layers of meaning to what appears to be a simple children’s song.

The nursery rhyme also became a popular playground game, with children forming arches
and “falling down” at the right moment, keeping the tradition alive and connecting new
generations to London’s past.

Rebuilding and Replacing London Bridge

The history of London Bridge is marked by continuous construction, repair, and eventual
replacement. By the 18th and 19th centuries, the medieval stone bridge was no longer
adequate for modern traffic and commerce.

The 19th-Century London Bridge

In 1831, a new granite bridge designed by John Rennie was opened. This version featured
five arches and was wider and stronger, accommodating increased vehicular traffic. The
Rennie bridge stood as a testament to industrial advancement and the growing importance
of London as a commercial hub.

London Bridge in the 20th Century and Beyond

Interestingly, by the 1960s, even Rennie’s bridge was struggling with the demands of
modern traffic. In a surprising move, the bridge was sold in 1968 to Robert P. McCulloch, an
American entrepreneur, who relocated it to Lake Havasu City, Arizona. This relocation
sparked curiosity and made headlines worldwide.

The current London Bridge, opened in 1973, is a concrete and steel structure, designed
with modern engineering principles to withstand heavy use. It continues to be a vital artery



for London’s daily life and commerce.

Lessons from the London Bridges Falling Down
History

The tale of London Bridge is more than just about physical structures; it’s a story about
resilience, adaptation, and the ever-changing face of a city. Understanding this history
provides valuable insights into urban development, architectural innovation, and cultural
preservation.

Preserving Heritage While Embracing Progress

London Bridge’s continuous evolution highlights the importance of balancing heritage with
functionality. While the original medieval bridge could not meet modern demands, its
legacy remains embedded in London’s identity. This teaches us the value of preserving
historical narratives even as cities modernize.

The Power of Folklore and Memory

The nursery rhyme serves as a reminder that folklore and popular culture can keep history
alive. By passing down stories through songs and games, societies maintain a connection to
their roots. This underscores the role of cultural expressions in education and community
cohesion.

Exploring London Bridge Today

For visitors and locals alike, London Bridge is more than a crossing over the Thames. It
offers stunning views of the cityscape, including landmarks like the Tower of London and
The Shard. Nearby, the London Bridge Experience and London Tombs provide immersive
historical attractions that delve deeper into the bridge’s dark and intriguing past.

Walking along the bridge, one can reflect on the centuries of stories embedded in its stones
and steel, appreciating how each iteration of London Bridge has shaped the city’s
character.

---

The history behind london bridges falling down is a rich tapestry of engineering feats,
cultural symbolism, and historical drama. From its early Roman origins to the modern
structure we see today, London Bridge embodies a legacy of endurance and transformation
that continues to inspire curiosity and admiration.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical origin of the nursery rhyme
'London Bridge is Falling Down'?
The nursery rhyme 'London Bridge is Falling Down' dates back to at least the 17th century
and possibly earlier, reflecting the many difficulties and repairs associated with the actual
London Bridge over time.

Which London Bridge was primarily referred to in the
'London Bridge is Falling Down' rhyme?
The rhyme most likely refers to the medieval London Bridge built in the 12th century, which
suffered numerous damages and collapses over the centuries.

How many times has London Bridge been destroyed or
fallen down historically?
London Bridge has suffered multiple damages, including partial collapses and fires, but it
has never completely fallen down. The medieval bridge was replaced in the 19th century,
and the modern London Bridge was opened in 1973.

Did the medieval London Bridge really collapse as the
rhyme suggests?
While the medieval London Bridge experienced structural issues, repairs, and partial
collapses, there is no historical record of it entirely falling down as the rhyme suggests.

What were some of the causes of damage to London
Bridge throughout history?
London Bridge was damaged by factors including fires, structural wear, inadequate
foundations, ice flows, and even attacks during wars or conflicts.

Was there ever an attempt to rebuild London Bridge
using different materials?
Yes, over the centuries London Bridge was rebuilt multiple times using stone, wood, and
eventually steel and concrete in the modern era.

Is the phrase 'London Bridge is Falling Down' based on
a real event or metaphor?
The phrase is believed to be metaphorical, reflecting the frequent repairs and instability of
the bridge rather than a single real catastrophic event.



What happened to the old London Bridge that was sold
and relocated?
In 1968, the 19th-century London Bridge was sold, dismantled, and relocated to Lake
Havasu City, Arizona, where it was reconstructed as a tourist attraction.

How has London Bridge changed from medieval times
to today?
London Bridge evolved from a wooden structure to a stone bridge with buildings on it, then
to a 19th-century stone bridge, and finally to a modern concrete and steel construction
opened in 1973.

Why does the nursery rhyme 'London Bridge is Falling
Down' remain popular today?
The rhyme remains popular due to its catchy tune, historical intrigue, and cultural
significance, often used as a children's game and a way to connect with London's history.

Additional Resources
London Bridges Falling Down History: An Analytical Review of the Iconic Structure’s Trials
and Transformations

london bridges falling down history is a phrase that often evokes the famous nursery
rhyme, yet it also alludes to a rich and complex past surrounding the successive structures
that have spanned the River Thames. This article delves into the historical trajectory of
London Bridge, exploring its architectural evolutions, failures, and cultural significance. By
examining the incidents where London Bridge literally or metaphorically “fell down,” we
uncover how this vital crossing has shaped, and been shaped by, the social and
technological forces of its time.

The Historical Evolution of London Bridge

London Bridge has been a critical artery of commerce and communication since Roman
times. The original wooden bridge, constructed around AD 50, laid the foundation for
centuries of crossings at this narrow point of the Thames. Over time, the bridge underwent
numerous reconstructions, each reflecting the prevailing engineering capabilities and urban
demands.

By the medieval period, the bridge was reconstructed in stone, completed in 1209. This
medieval London Bridge was not merely a crossing but a bustling hub with shops,
residences, and even a chapel atop its piers. Despite its grandeur, this structure faced
persistent challenges from natural forces and human activity, leading to various episodes
linked to the notion of “falling down.”



The Medieval Bridge and Its Challenges

The stone London Bridge, with its 19 arches, was a marvel of medieval engineering.
However, it was also vulnerable to wear and tear, flooding, and collisions by river traffic.
The narrow arches impeded the flow of the Thames, causing debris to accumulate and
increasing flood risks upstream. This contributed to structural stresses on the bridge, which,
over centuries, led to partial collapses and significant maintenance challenges.

One of the most notable incidents occurred in 1281 when a section of the bridge collapsed
due to heavy flooding. The incident necessitated extensive repairs and highlighted the
limitations of medieval construction techniques in the face of natural forces. These
recurring issues contributed to the bridge’s gradual deterioration, influencing its eventual
replacement.

London Bridge and the Nursery Rhyme: Origins
and Interpretations

The phrase “London Bridge is falling down” is universally recognized, yet its origins are
somewhat ambiguous. Scholars have proposed various theories linking the rhyme to
historical events, including actual structural failures, Viking attacks, or economic hardships
associated with maintaining the bridge.

One interpretation suggests that the rhyme reflects the repeated damage and
reconstruction cycles that characterized London Bridge’s history. The “falling down” could
metaphorically represent the bridge’s vulnerability and the societal efforts to preserve such
a critical infrastructure. The rhyme’s persistence in popular culture underscores the
bridge’s symbolic resonance as a site of both stability and fragility.

Viking Sieges and Structural Damage

Historical records indicate that London Bridge was a strategic target during Viking invasions
in the 9th and 11th centuries. The attacks often involved attempts to breach or destroy the
bridge to control access to the city. While definitive evidence of the bridge being destroyed
during these sieges is limited, the association between conflict and damage has contributed
to the bridge’s narrative as a structure repeatedly “falling down” and being rebuilt.

From Medieval to Modern: The Transition of
London Bridge

By the 19th century, the medieval London Bridge had become increasingly inadequate for
modern traffic and commerce. Its narrow span and aging structure impeded river
navigation and urban development. Consequently, a new London Bridge was designed by
John Rennie and erected just upstream, opening in 1831.



This new granite bridge was a technological leap, featuring wider arches and improved
load-bearing capabilities. However, even this structure faced challenges. By the mid-20th
century, it was deemed insufficient for the demands of motor traffic and urban growth,
leading to its eventual sale and relocation to Lake Havasu City, Arizona, in a remarkable
episode of engineering and marketing.

The Sale and Relocation of the 19th Century Bridge

In 1968, the 19th-century London Bridge was sold to an American entrepreneur, Robert P.
McCulloch, who relocated it piece by piece to Arizona. This unique transaction highlighted
the bridge’s cultural value beyond its functional role. The relocation also underscored the
challenges of preserving historic infrastructure amid evolving urban needs.

The current London Bridge, opened in 1973, is a modern concrete and steel structure
designed to accommodate contemporary traffic volumes. It symbolizes the continuous
adaptation of this vital crossing to the changing demands of London’s growth.

Architectural and Engineering Challenges Across
Eras

Throughout its history, London Bridge has faced numerous engineering challenges that
have contributed to its episodes of failure or “falling down.” From timber decay and flood
damage in early bridges to load capacity and maintenance issues in later stone and steel
iterations, the bridge’s story is one of persistent innovation and adaptation.

Material Limitations: Early wooden structures were prone to rot and fire, while
stone bridges suffered from erosion and foundation instability.

Hydraulic Pressures: The Thames’ tidal nature and flood events exerted significant
stress on piers and arches.

Traffic Demands: Increasing commercial and vehicular loads outpaced the design
capacities of older bridges.

Navigation Needs: The narrow arches hindered river traffic, creating tension
between bridge stability and maritime commerce.

These factors collectively influenced the decision-making process for each reconstruction or
replacement, illustrating the complex interplay between engineering, urban planning, and
economic imperatives.



The Social and Economic Impact of London Bridge’s
Instability

The repeated “falling down” of London Bridge—whether literal or figurative—had significant
repercussions for London’s inhabitants and economy. The bridge was a primary conduit for
trade and daily movement; any disruption affected supply chains and communication.

Moreover, the bridge’s instability at times reflected broader social challenges, including
political unrest and economic downturns. For example, the inability to maintain the
medieval bridge adequately was partly due to financial constraints and administrative
inefficiencies. Thus, London Bridge's physical condition often mirrored the city’s broader
health and resilience.

London Bridge in Contemporary Culture and
Engineering

Today, London Bridge continues to be an essential part of the city’s infrastructure, while
also serving as a symbol steeped in history. The phrase “London bridges falling down
history” captures not only the literal collapses but also the metaphorical cycles of renewal
that have defined this crossing.

Modern engineering techniques have addressed many of the historical vulnerabilities,
incorporating durable materials, advanced foundation designs, and traffic management
systems. These improvements ensure that the current London Bridge is less likely to “fall
down” in the traditional sense, even as it remains a living monument to centuries of urban
evolution.

The enduring fascination with London Bridge’s history is also reflected in literature, music,
and tourism. The nursery rhyme continues to introduce new generations to the bridge’s
legacy, while historical tours and museums preserve its story for a global audience.

---

The narrative of London Bridge is a compelling blend of engineering triumphs and
challenges, cultural significance, and urban development. The repeated “falling down”
episodes are not merely failures but pivotal moments that propelled innovation and
change. As London grows and modernizes, the bridge stands as a testament to resilience
and adaptation, bridging not only the Thames but also the past and present of one of the
world’s greatest cities.

London Bridges Falling Down History

  london bridges falling down history: A History of London Boroughs Through Beer Goggles
(South East Edition) Cyril O'Brien, 2022-03-31 Discover facts, fiction, trivia and history of some of

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/london-bridges-falling-down-history.pdf


London’s boroughs that you may not have known before. All of this done whilst visiting some very
interesting pubs and getting some exercise to boot! Why not read and discover about a reputed spy
for Russia, who lived in a quiet suburb unbeknownst to her neighbours for decades after WWII? Or
learn about Her Majesty the Queen’s beasts and what they mean? Find out about the Fighting
Temeraire and the part it played in the Battle of Trafalgar. And finally, uncover the Great Fires of
London, but not the one everyone talks about. A wealth of factoids which will astound your friends
and family and could very well prepare you for some quiz nights!
  london bridges falling down history: London Bridge Is Falling Down Mother Goose,
  london bridges falling down history: Tides of History Michael S. Reidy, 2009-10-15 In the
first half of the nineteenth century, the British sought to master the physical properties of the
oceans; in the second half, they lorded over large portions of the oceans’ outer rim. The dominance
of Her Majesty’s navy was due in no small part to collaboration between the British Admiralty, the
maritime community, and the scientific elite. Together, they transformed the vast emptiness of the
ocean into an ordered and bounded grid. In the process, the modern scientist emerged. Science
itself expanded from a limited and local undertaking receiving parsimonious state support to
worldwide and relatively well financed research involving a hierarchy of practitioners. Analyzing the
economic, political, social, and scientific changes on which the British sailed to power, Tides of
History shows how the British Admiralty collaborated closely not only with scholars, such as William
Whewell, but also with the maritime community —sailors, local tide table makers, dockyard officials,
and harbormasters—in order to systematize knowledge of the world’s oceans, coasts, ports, and
estuaries. As Michael S. Reidy points out, Britain’s security and prosperity as a maritime nation
depended on its ability to maneuver through the oceans and dominate coasts and channels. The
practice of science and the rise of the scientist became inextricably linked to the process of
European expansion.
  london bridges falling down history: Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society Rodney P.
Carlisle, 2009-04-02 Selected as an Outstanding Academic Title by Choice Magazine, January 2010
The Encyclopedia of Play: A Social History explores the concept of play in history and modern
society in the United States and internationally. Its scope encompasses leisure and recreation
activities of children as well as adults throughout the ages, from dice games in the Roman empire to
video games today. As an academic social history, it includes the perspectives of several curricular
disciplines, from sociology to child psychology, from lifestyle history to social epidemiology. This
two-volume set will serve as a general, non-technical resource for students in education and human
development, health and sports psychology, leisure and recreation studies and kinesiology, history,
and other social sciences to understand the importance of play as it has developed globally
throughout history and to appreciate the affects of play on child and adult development, particularly
on health, creativity, and imagination.
  london bridges falling down history: A Brief History of the Tudor Age Jasper Ridley,
2013-02-07 From the arrival of Henry Tudor and his army, at Milford in 1485, to the death of the
great Queen Elizabeth I in 1603, this was an astonishingly eventful and contradictory age. All the
strands of Tudor life are gathered in a rich tapestry - London and the country, costumes, furniture
and food, travel, medicine, sports and pastimes, grand tournaments and the great flowering of
English drama, juxtaposed with the stultifying narrowness of peasant life, terrible roads, a vast
underclass, the harsh treatment of heretics and traitors, and the misery of the Plague.
  london bridges falling down history: London Bridge is Falling Down , 1968 Illustrates the
nursery rhyme and children's game about London Bridge falling down. Includes a history of the
bridge and music score.
  london bridges falling down history: London's Thames Gavin Weightman, 2014-01-07
Without the Thames, there would be no London or England. From earliest times, the city's
needs--whether for stone, gold, or coal, for hay to feed livestock or food, wine and spices for human
beings--were supplied from the river, as the fierce tides brought ships upstream or carried them
down again. Only with the age of trunk road and rail did London's global importance as a port



diminish. Even after that the tides continued to drive the great power stations. Gavin Weightman's
fascinating book London's Thames, a compendium of often surprising information, is the best
possible introduction to the water and its ways, the buildings that line the banks, and the people who
lived by the river, their customs and ancient knowledge. Everything is to be found here: trade and
tide, lightermen, watermen and dockers, bridges, funnels and ferries, frost fairs and regattas, clear
water, fish and wildlife, pollution and waste, fortification and defense. Above all, one feels the
presence of the great waterway itself, a force of nature in our urban midst.
  london bridges falling down history: World History For Dummies Peter Haugen, 2009-06-02
Now updated! Your personal tour guide to the history of the world Want to know more about global
history? This concise guide explains in clear detail all the major players and events that have made
the world what it is today. Covering the entirety of human history, this comprehensive resource
highlights important developments in everything from religion and science to art and war — giving
you an understanding of how the 21st-century world came to be. Begin to connect with the past —
label the eras as you meet the Neanderthals, home in on Homer, raise Atlantis, and preserve
Pharaohs Find strength in numbers — trace the growth from ancient civilizations to today's global
community and discover what makes societies succeed or fail Discover the impact of thought —
explore the rise of religion, the roots of philosophy, and the advance of science — and how our
feelings and beliefs continually redefined us Know the global consequences of war — ride with the
Greeks and the Romans, arm yourself with the cavalry, dig the trenches, and follow the paths
humans took to wage modern war Meet the movers and shakers — from great leaders and
courageous revolutionaries to ruthless tyrants and unsung heroes Examine significant events of the
21st century — from 9/11 and the Afghanistan and Iraq wars to climate change, Hurricane Katrina,
and the economic rise of China, India, and Brazil Open the book and find: A detailed overview of
history The development of the world's religions Reviews of essential historical documents, from the
Bible to the Bill of Rights The invention of writing and art Scientific developments that
revolutionized the world Capsule biographies of people who changed history — and a few who were
changed by it Ten unforgettable dates in world history
  london bridges falling down history: From Village Boy to Global Citizen (Volume 2): The
Travels of a Journalist Shelton A. Gunaratne, 2012 The author describes and dramatizes the most
memorable places visited, often with accompanied family members, since leaving the country of his
birth in 1966. Author notes: After my retirement in 2007, I found the time to compile this travelogue
using the notes in my diaries and updating the material through online research, with particular help
from the constantly revised Wikipedia entries. In this process, I learned to make each travel essay an
evergreen that would not perish soon after its publication as in the case of newspaper travel pieces.
Travel has shaped my personality. Global travel to get to know culturally diverse people was one of
my childhood ambitions. Moreover, travel is an essential aspect of a journalists life. Therefore, my
travels constitute a very important part of my autobiography. I included detail in the hope that the
reader would keep this volume for long-term reference. My explorations of U.S. national parks and
my camping expeditions should be of particular interest to family oriented travelers.
  london bridges falling down history: The Untold History of the Vikings Martin J.
Dougherty, 2016-07-15 Beginning in 789AD, the Vikings raided monasteries, sacked cities and
invaded western Europe. They looted and enslaved their enemies. But that is only part of their story.
In long boats they discovered Iceland and America (both by accident) and also sailed up the Seine to
Paris (which they sacked). They settled from Newfoundland to Russia, founded Dublin and fought
battles as far afield as the Caspian Sea. A thousand years after their demise, traces of the Vikings
remain all the way from North America to Istanbul. They traded walruses with Inuits, brought
Russian furs to Western Europe and took European slaves to Constantinople. Their graves contain
Arab silver, Byzantine silks and Frankish weapons. In this accessible book, the whole narrative of
the Viking story is examined from the eighth to the 11th century. Arranged thematically, Vikings � A
History of the Norse People, examines the Norsemen from exploration to religion to trade to
settlement to weaponry to kingdoms to their demise and legacy. But today questions remain: what



prompted the first Viking raids? What stopped their expansion? And how much of the tales of
murder, rape and pillage is myth?
  london bridges falling down history: Why is a Red Herring Red? Mitchell Symons,
2020-08-27 Blame it on my father. He was a great bloke and all that but he was also one hell of a
contrary bugger. He’d contradict anything anyone said just for the hell of it. He’d even disagree on
the weather which, let’s face it, is the one thing upon which everyone always agrees. Anyway, along
with the old man’s bloody gout and his double chin, I’ve clearly inherited his predilection for looking
at the flip side of just about everything. So while the rest of the world strains to hear the latest news
on the perils of smoking, I’m the one saying, “yes, but what are the benefits?” But I haven’t just been
pondering my own queries: friends and readers of my columns in magazine and newspapers have
asked me such posers as Do TV Detector Vans Really Work, Why Do I Need A Cigarette Before I Can
Have A Crap, Is It True That Keith Richards Used To Get His Blood Entirely Replaced, Are You
Better Off Running Or Walking Through The Rain, Do Two Wrongs Make A Right, What's The
Kindest Way To Tell A Friend That They Have Halitosis, Do Women Who Live/work Together
Menstruate At The Same Time and Why Is A Red Herring Red?
  london bridges falling down history: The Museum Journal University of Pennsylvania.
University Museum, 1922
  london bridges falling down history: Thames River Legends Amelia Khatri, AI, 2025-02-14
Thames River Legends explores the iconic river as a living entity, deeply intertwined with British
history, folklore, and spiritual practices. It unveils the Thames' profound influence on Britain's
cultural and spiritual landscape, emphasizing its role as more than just a geographical feature but a
significant cultural artifact. Revealing hidden layers of historical memory and mythological
significance, the book examines the river's enduring spiritual power and its connection to ancient
traditions like Paganism and Neopaganism. The book highlights the river's role in shaping British
identity and consciousness, illustrating how a river can become deeply entwined with a nation's
sense of self. The book journeys through time, starting with the Thames' ancient origins and early
human settlements, progressing into its role in Celtic and Roman mythology, and delving into
medieval folklore. It then investigates the river's presence in spiritual practices from pre-Christian
times to modern Paganism, culminating in an exploration of the Thames in art, literature, and music.
By combining historical analysis with mythological interpretation and spiritual inquiry, Thames River
Legends provides a fresh perspective on a well-known landmark, making it valuable for history
enthusiasts, students of folklore and religion, and anyone passionate about British culture.
  london bridges falling down history: W. C. Privy's Original Bathroom Companion,
Number 2 Erin Barrett, Jack Mingo, 2025-09-23 Number 2 in the W.C. Privy series, this bathroom
companion is chock full of jokes, stories, historical factoids, quizzes, trivia, and pop culture fun. An
ecletic reading array, the book includes: *Rules and Histories of Laughably Obscure Sports *The
Night They Invented Champagne--the Accidental History of Bubbly Wine *I Was There! Eyewitness
Accounts of Pompeii, the Chicago Fire, the Defeat of Custer, the San Francisco Earthquake *How to
Escape Killer Bees *How to Build a Log Cabin *Before They Were Stars: Actors, Writers, Politicians
and Rockers
  london bridges falling down history: Architect and Engineer of California , 1919
  london bridges falling down history: American Highway & Transportation Monthly , 1927
  london bridges falling down history: Bridges and Men Joseph Gies, 2017-01-12 Since
human time first began, men have needed to cross streams and valleys, span chasms and
torrents—and have found ways of getting to the other side. In this sweeping historic survey, Joseph
Gies, author of Adventure Underground: The Story of the World’s Great Tunnels, recounts for our
pleasure the history of bridges through the ages. From the first vines thrown across small streams to
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge across the entrance to New York Harbor and to plans for possible
bridges across the English Channel and the Straits of Messina, Mr. Gies interests us in the men who
dreamed bridges and built them; in the terrible catastrophes of bridges that collapsed—including
that across the First of Tay and “Galloping Gertie” across the Tacoma Narrows; in painters and



poets and novelists who have found their inspiration in or on bridges. In large part, that is, BRIDGES
AND MEN is about practical visionaries who combined the genius of engineers and architects, the
talents of propagandists and business men: The Bridge Brothers, who built the world-faced Pont
d’Avignon; Jean-Rodolphe Perronet, who built the Pont de la Concorde; john Rennie, the Scottish
farmer boy who built New London Bridge; George and Robert Stephenson, who invented the railroad
and railroad bridge; and Thomas Telford, who bridged the ocean at Menai Strait.
  london bridges falling down history: Crossing the River Brian Cookson, 2015-06-16 Some
of the most beautiful views of London are those from the many bridges which span the River
Thames. Millions of people cross over the Thames every day but most are too concerned with
reaching their destination to notice the structures they use, let alone consider their history or the
risks taken in building them. Triumphs of architecture and engineering, London's bridges have
inspired artists as diverse as Dickens and Monet. From the elegant Richmond Bridge to the Gothic,
quintessentially British Tower Bridge, they have formed the backdrop to battles, rebellions,
pageantry and mysteries for two millennia. Crossing the River tells these stories, including the
assassination of a dissident with a poisoned umbrella on Waterloo Bridge; the apparent suicide of
'God's banker', an Italian financier with links to the Vatican, the Masons and the Mafia; and the
Marchioness tragedy and its controversial aftermath. Featuring illustrations and photographs old
and new, this book will undoubtedly increase the reader's knowledge and appreciation of the bridges
and the people who built them, and thereby enhance the pleasure of seeing them, whether at leisure
or stuck in a traffic jam.
  london bridges falling down history: The Tokugawa World Gary P. Leupp, De-min Tao,
2021-09-20 With over 60 contributions, The Tokugawa World presents the latest scholarship on early
modern Japan from an international team of specialists in a volume that is unmatched in its breadth
and scope. In its early modern period, under the Tokugawa shoguns, Japan was a world apart. For
over two centuries the shogun’s subjects were forbidden to travel abroad and few outsiders were
admitted. Yet in this period, Japan evolved as a nascent capitalist society that could rapidly adjust to
its incorporation into the world system after its forced opening in the 1850s. The Tokugawa World
demonstrates how Japan’s early modern society took shape and evolved: a world of low and high
cultures, comic books and Confucian academies, soba restaurants and imperial music recitals, rigid
enforcement of social hierarchy yet also ongoing resistance to class oppression. A world of outcasts,
puppeteers, herbal doctors, samurai officials, businesswomen, scientists, scholars, blind lutenists,
peasant rebels, tea-masters, sumo wrestlers, and wage workers. Covering a variety of features of the
Tokugawa world including the physical landscape, economy, art and literature, religion and thought,
and education and science, this volume is essential reading for all students and scholars of early
modern Japan.
  london bridges falling down history: American Architect , 1898
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