
history of marysville ca
The Rich and Fascinating History of Marysville, CA

history of marysville ca is a captivating journey through time that reveals the transformation of a
small settlement into a bustling hub during the California Gold Rush and beyond. Nestled at the
confluence of the Yuba and Feather Rivers, Marysville holds a unique place in California’s storied past.
From its early Native American roots to its pivotal role during the Gold Rush era, the city’s evolution is
intertwined with tales of adventure, commerce, and community-building that still resonate today.

The Origins: Before Marysville Became a City

Long before settlers arrived, the region now known as Marysville was home to the Nisenan Maidu
people. These indigenous inhabitants thrived along the waterways, utilizing the rich natural resources
for fishing, hunting, and gathering. Their deep connection to the land shaped the ecosystem and laid
the foundation for future settlements.

In the early 19th century, Spanish explorers and later American pioneers began to explore Northern
California, drawn by its fertile valleys and strategic waterways. The Yuba and Feather Rivers,
converging near present-day Marysville, became critical routes for transportation and trade. This
geographic advantage would eventually position Marysville as a key gateway to the northern
goldfields.

Marysville and the California Gold Rush

Founding of Marysville

The history of Marysville CA is inseparable from the California Gold Rush, which began in 1848.
Founded in 1850 by John Sutter Jr., Marysville quickly became the “Gateway to the Goldfields.” Its
location made it the natural supply and transportation center for miners heading into the Sierra
Nevada foothills.

The city was named after Mary Murphy Covillaud, a survivor of the infamous Donner Party, adding a
poignant human story to its origins. Marysville rapidly developed from a tent city into a bustling
commercial hub, featuring warehouses, saloons, and hotels catering to miners and entrepreneurs.

Economic Boom and Infrastructure

During the height of the Gold Rush, Marysville thrived as a distribution point. Goods and supplies
flowed through the city, supporting mining camps throughout the region. Steamboats regularly
traveled the Sacramento River, connecting Marysville to San Francisco and other coastal cities, which



helped establish robust trade networks.

The economic prosperity led to the construction of significant infrastructure, including bridges, roads,
and railroads. The arrival of the railroad in the late 19th century further solidified Marysville’s status
as a transportation nexus, facilitating the movement of people and goods more efficiently.

Cultural and Social Development in Marysville

Diverse Communities and Settlements

Marysville’s history is not only about commerce and mining but also about the rich cultural tapestry
woven by its diverse inhabitants. During the Gold Rush and afterward, the city attracted immigrants
from all over the world, including Chinese, Mexican, and European settlers. Each community
contributed unique traditions, cuisines, and social structures, enriching Marysville’s cultural
landscape.

One notable example is Marysville’s Chinatown, which became a vibrant center of commerce and
social life for Chinese immigrants. Despite facing discrimination and legal challenges, these settlers
played an essential role in the city’s development, particularly in agriculture and railroad
construction.

Historic Landmarks and Architecture

Exploring Marysville today, one can still see architectural relics from its glorious past. Buildings like
the Marysville City Hall, the Yuba County Courthouse, and the historic train depot stand as testaments
to the city’s 19th and early 20th-century prosperity.

Walking through Old Town Marysville, visitors experience a blend of Victorian-era brick buildings and
early commercial structures, reflecting the city’s growth phases. Preservation efforts have helped
maintain these sites, making Marysville a living museum for enthusiasts of California history.

Marysville’s Role in Agriculture and Industry

After the Gold Rush waned, Marysville transitioned into a vital agricultural center. The fertile lands
surrounding the city became ideal for growing rice, fruit orchards, and other crops. This shift from
mining to agriculture ensured the city’s continued economic relevance.

In the early 20th century, Marysville saw the rise of food processing plants, canneries, and
manufacturing facilities that supported regional farmers and created jobs for residents. The city’s
proximity to rivers and railroads made it an ideal location for shipping agricultural products
nationwide.



Challenges and Resilience Through the Years

Like many historic towns, Marysville faced its share of hardships, including floods, economic
downturns, and social upheavals. The city has experienced several devastating floods due to its
position near two major rivers, prompting extensive levee construction and flood control measures.

Economic challenges in the late 20th century, including the decline of traditional industries, tested
Marysville’s resilience. However, community efforts and revitalization projects have aimed to preserve
the city’s heritage while fostering new growth opportunities.

Preservation and Modern Revitalization

In recent decades, there has been a growing appreciation for Marysville’s historic significance. Local
organizations and government initiatives have promoted heritage tourism, restoration of historic
buildings, and cultural events that celebrate the city’s past.

Marysville’s downtown revitalization projects focus on blending modern amenities with historic charm,
attracting visitors and new businesses alike. This balance of honoring history while embracing
progress is key to the city’s evolving identity.

Tips for Exploring the History of Marysville CA

For those interested in diving deeper into Marysville’s past, there are several ways to experience the
city’s rich history firsthand:

Visit the Marysville Historical Museum: Located in a beautifully preserved building, the
museum offers exhibits on the Gold Rush, Native American heritage, and local industries.

Take a Walking Tour of Old Town Marysville: Explore historic architecture and hear stories
about the city’s early days and notable figures.

Attend Cultural Festivals: Events like the Marysville Strawberry Festival celebrate the area’s
agricultural roots and community spirit.

Explore Nearby Natural Sites: The confluence of the Yuba and Feather Rivers provides
scenic views and insight into the geography that shaped the city’s development.

These experiences not only enrich one’s understanding but also help preserve the legacy of
Marysville for future generations.

The history of Marysville CA is a vibrant tapestry of human endeavor, natural beauty, and cultural
exchange. Its story reflects the broader narrative of California’s growth and the enduring spirit of
communities adapting through change. Whether you’re a history buff, a traveler, or a curious local,



Marysville offers a unique glimpse into the past that continues to inspire its present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Marysville, California founded?
Marysville, California was founded in 1850 during the California Gold Rush era.

What role did Marysville play during the California Gold Rush?
Marysville served as a major supply and transportation hub for miners during the California Gold Rush
due to its strategic location near the Feather River.

Why is Marysville known as the 'Gateway to the Gold Fields'?
Marysville is called the 'Gateway to the Gold Fields' because it was the primary entry point for miners
heading to the rich gold mining regions in the Sierra Nevada foothills.

How did the Yuba River influence the development of
Marysville?
The Yuba River was crucial for Marysville's development as it provided a transportation route and
water supply, facilitating trade and commerce in the early days.

What historic events took place in Marysville during the 19th
century?
In the 19th century, Marysville was the site of significant events such as the establishment of early
California government institutions and serving as a center for gold mining activities.

How did Marysville's economy evolve after the Gold Rush?
After the Gold Rush, Marysville's economy shifted towards agriculture, trade, and manufacturing,
leveraging its river access and established infrastructure.

Are there any historic landmarks in Marysville related to its
early history?
Yes, Marysville has several historic landmarks, including the Marysville Historic District, which
features buildings dating back to the mid-1800s.

What impact did the railroad have on Marysville's growth?
The arrival of the railroad in the late 19th century boosted Marysville's economy by improving
transportation of goods and people, further establishing it as a regional commercial center.



How has Marysville preserved its historical heritage?
Marysville has preserved its historical heritage through the maintenance of historic buildings,
museums, and annual events celebrating its Gold Rush and pioneer history.

Additional Resources
History of Marysville CA: A Deep Dive into Its Rich Past and Cultural Legacy

history of marysville ca offers a captivating glimpse into the evolution of one of California’s most
historically significant cities. Nestled at the confluence of the Yuba and Feather Rivers, Marysville has
played a pivotal role in the development of Northern California since the Gold Rush era. Its strategic
location, cultural heritage, and economic transformations paint a vivid portrait of a city shaped by
fortune, migration, and resilience. Exploring the history of Marysville CA reveals not only the story of a
town but also the broader narrative of California’s growth from a rugged frontier to a thriving state.

Early Origins and Founding of Marysville

The history of Marysville CA begins before its official founding in 1850, rooted in the indigenous
presence of the Nisenan people, a subgroup of the Maidu tribe. The fertile lands along the Yuba River
provided abundant resources for these native communities for centuries. With the influx of Euro-
American settlers during the California Gold Rush, the area rapidly transformed.

Marysville was established by two brothers, George and William McClure, who initially named the
settlement "Yuba City" before the name was changed to Marysville in honor of Mary Murphy Covillaud,
a survivor of the ill-fated Donner Party. Positioned strategically near the gold fields, Marysville quickly
became a bustling supply and transportation hub.

Gold Rush Impact and Economic Boom

The discovery of gold in the Sierra Nevada foothills in 1848 triggered an unprecedented population
surge in Northern California, and Marysville was at the heart of this transformation. The city earned
the nickname “Gateway to the Gold Fields,” serving as the primary commercial and transportation
center for miners heading east.

During this period, Marysville's economy thrived on:

Trade and supply services for miners and settlers

Riverboat transportation on the Feather and Yuba Rivers

Establishment of warehouses, banks, and merchant stores



By the early 1850s, Marysville had become the second-largest city in California after San Francisco, a
testament to its central role in the Gold Rush economy. The city's layout reflected its importance, with
broad streets designed to accommodate wagon traffic and riverboats docking at the waterfront.

Marysville’s Role in Transportation and Infrastructure
Development

A critical factor in the history of Marysville CA is its function as a transportation nexus. The city’s
location at the convergence of waterways and overland routes made it indispensable for commerce
and travel. Riverboats navigated the Feather River, delivering goods and passengers between
Marysville and Sacramento, as well as further inland.

The Arrival of Railroads

The late 19th century brought the railroad, further enhancing Marysville’s connectivity. The arrival of
the Northern Railway in the 1870s linked Marysville to the broader transcontinental railroad network,
facilitating faster movement of people and goods. This development diversified Marysville’s economy
beyond gold-related activities, promoting agriculture and manufacturing.

Railroads also enabled:

Export of local crops such as rice, wheat, and fruit

Attraction of new industries and labor forces

Growth of the population as the city modernized

Despite these advances, Marysville faced competition from neighboring cities like Sacramento and
Yuba City, which eventually surpassed it in economic prominence.

Demographic Shifts and Cultural Influences

The history of Marysville CA is marked by significant demographic changes driven by waves of
migration and settlement. Initially dominated by Euro-American miners and entrepreneurs, the city
soon attracted a diverse population including Native Americans, Chinese immigrants, African
Americans, and immigrants from Europe.

Chinese Community and Contributions



One of the most notable cultural influences came from Marysville's Chinese community, which
established one of the largest Chinatowns in California during the late 19th century. Chinese
immigrants played a vital role in the local economy, working as laborers in mining, railroad
construction, and agriculture.

Despite facing discrimination and legal challenges, the Chinese population contributed to Marysville’s
cultural fabric through:

Establishment of businesses such as laundries, restaurants, and herbal shops

Community organizations and cultural festivals

Architectural landmarks that reflected their heritage

The decline of Chinatown in the 20th century was influenced by anti-Chinese laws and urban
redevelopment, but its historical significance remains part of Marysville's identity.

Native American Heritage and Challenges

The indigenous Nisenan people, integral to Marysville’s earliest history, experienced displacement
and cultural upheaval due to colonization and settlement. Efforts to preserve Nisenan traditions and
recognize their historical presence have gained momentum in recent decades, contributing to a more
inclusive understanding of Marysville’s past.

Economic Transformations in the 20th and 21st
Centuries

As the Gold Rush waned, Marysville adapted to new economic realities. Agriculture became the
cornerstone of the local economy, with fertile soils supporting rice farming, orchards, and livestock.
The city also developed light manufacturing industries and maintained its role as a regional service
center.

Challenges and Urban Development

Marysville has faced economic challenges, including:

Decline of traditional industries

Population stagnation and outmigration

Urban decay in some historic districts



However, efforts to revitalize downtown Marysville have focused on historic preservation, tourism, and
infrastructure improvements. The city’s rich architectural heritage, including Victorian-era buildings
and historic landmarks, offers opportunities for cultural tourism.

Marysville Today

Today, Marysville is a community that balances its historical legacy with modern development. Its
location near major highways and proximity to the Sacramento metropolitan area position it for
growth. The city embraces its diverse cultural heritage through festivals, museums, and educational
programs.

The history of Marysville CA is not just a chronicle of the past but a living narrative that continues to
shape its identity. By understanding its origins, challenges, and transformations, one can appreciate
Marysville as a microcosm of California’s broader historical journey.

History Of Marysville Ca

  history of marysville ca: The History of the City of Marysville, California, 1852-1859 M.
Benilda Desmond, 1962
  history of marysville ca: Chinese American Death Rituals Sue Fawn Chung, Priscilla Wegars,
2005-09-08 Death is a topic that has fascinated people for centuries. In the English-speaking world,
eulogies in poetic form could be traced back to the 1640s, but gained prominence with the
graveyard school of poets in the eighteenth century often stressing the finality of death. Chinese
American Death Rituals examines Chinese American funerary rituals and cemeteries from the late
nineteenth century until the present in order to understand the importance of Chinese funerary rites
and their transformation through time. The authors in this volume discuss the meaning of funerary
rituals and their normative dimension and the social practices that have been influenced by
tradition. Shaped by individual beliefs, customs, religion, and environment, Chinese Americans have
resolved the tensions between assimilation into the mainstream culture and their strong Chinese
heritage in a variety of ways. This volume expertly describes and analyzes Chinese American cultural
retention and transformation in rituals after death.
  history of marysville ca: Directory of Historic House Museums in the United States
Patricia Chambers Walker, Thomas Graham, 2000 The first comprehensive guide to America's
historic house museums, this directory moves beyond merely listing institutions to providing
information about interpretive themes, historical and architectural significance, collections, and
cultural and social importance, along with programming events and facility information. Useful
cross-reference guides provide quick and easy ways of locating information on almost 2500
museums. A multi-functional reference for museum professionals, local historians, historic
preservationists or anyone interested in America's historic house museums.
  history of marysville ca: Rush for Riches J. S. Holliday, 1999 Traces the history of the
California Gold Rush from 1849 through 1884 when a court decision forced the shut down of the
hydraulic mining operations, bringing decades of careless freedom to an end.
  history of marysville ca: The Bicentennial of the United States of America American
Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1977
  history of marysville ca: The Lucky Ones Mae Ngai, 2010-09-15 This rags-to-riches history of
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three generations offers a “terrifically readable, compelling” look at the Chinese middle class and
the immigrant experience (Publishers Weekly). In 1864, at the age of twelve, Jeu Dip left southern
China for America. In San Francisco, he reinvented himself as Joseph Tape, an immigration broker
whose new life allowed his family to become one of the first of a brand-new social type: middle-class
Chinese Americans. As the Tape family’s rags-to-riches story unfolds, their history illuminates that of
America. Seven-year-old Mamie Tape attempts to integrate California schools, resulting in the
landmark 1885 Tape v. Hurley case. The family’s intimate involvement in the 1904 St. Louis World’s
Fair reveals how the Chinese American culture brokers essentially invented Chinatown—and so
Chinese culture—for American audiences. Many books have been written about the trials of coming
to America, but as Mae Ngai follows the legacy of one family as they integrate into society over the
course of generations, she shines a much-needed light on the Asian American experience. “Mae Ngai
tells a story we haven’t heard, and very much need. Provocative, groundbreaking, and revelatory,
The Lucky Ones is a great read, to boot—as pleasurable as it is enlightening.” —Gish Jen
  history of marysville ca: Smartsville and Timbuctoo Kathleen Smith, Lane Parker, 2008
Smartsville and Timbuctoo (California State Landmarks Nos. 321 and 320) are essentially one place
with two names. As worked-out claims and floods forced placer forty-niners up from the sandbars
into the hills above the Yuba River, and as word spread around the world about gold in the California
hills, towns and communities formed. The Smartsville and Timbuctoo area was once the most
populated place in eastern Yuba County. Black Bart, Jim the Timbuctoo Terror Webster, and other
desperadoes haunted the local roads. Eventually fires, worked-out diggings, and the Sawyer
Decision succeeded in driving out all but the most dedicated (and in some cases eccentric) residents.
Neither town, though, is ready yet for the dustbin of history: the population might once again
explode-this time not with gold seekers but with long-distance commuters, turning the former
boomtowns into future bedroom communities.
  history of marysville ca: Marysville's Chinatown Brian Tom, Lawrence Tom, 2008 Marysville's
Chinatown was once one of the most important Chinatowns in America. The early Chinese settlers
called Marysville Sanfow, or the third city, meaning the third city by river to the goldfields. Two of
the first four Chinese American judges in California were from Marysville as was the first Chinese
American elected to the San Francisco Board of Education. The Marysville Chinatown was among
the first Chinatowns built in California's Gold Country and is the only one to survive to this day.
Because of this, it is possible to view the full panorama of Chinese-American history through the
viewpoint of this one Chinatown.
  history of marysville ca: Founding the Far West David Alan Johnson, 2023-12-22 Founding
the Far West is an ambitious and vividly written narrative of the early years of statehood and
statesmanship in three pivotal western territories. Johnson offers a model example of a new
approach to history that is transforming our ideas of how America moved west, one that breaks the
mold of regional and frontier histories to show why Western history is also American history.
Johnson explores the conquest, immigration, and settlement of the first three states of the western
region. He also investigates the building of local political customs, habits, and institutions, as well as
the socioeconomic development of the region. While momentous changes marked the Far West in
the later nineteenth century, distinctive local political cultures persisted. These were a legacy of the
pre-Civil War conquest and settlement of the regions but no less a reflection of the struggles for
political definition that took place during constitutional conventions in each of the three states. At
the center of the book are the men who wrote the original constitutions of these states and shaped
distinctive political cultures out of the common materials of antebellum American culture. Founding
the Far West maintains a focus on the individual experience of the constitution writers—on their
motives and ambitions as pioneers, their ideological intentions as authors of constitutions, and the
successes and failures, after statehood, of their attempts to give meaning to the constitutions they
had produced. Founding the Far West is an ambitious and vividly written narrative of the early years
of statehood and statesmanship in three pivotal western territories. Johnson offers a model example
of a new approach to history that is transforming our ideas o



  history of marysville ca: Woodleaf Legacy Rosemarie Mossinger, 1995
  history of marysville ca: Remembering Conquest Omar Valerio-Jiménez, 2024-04-30 This
book analyzes the ways collective memories of the US-Mexico War have shaped Mexican Americans'
civil rights struggles over several generations. As the first Latinx people incorporated into the
nation, Mexican Americans were offered US citizenship by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which
ended the war. Because the 1790 Naturalization Act declared whites solely eligible for citizenship,
the treaty pronounced Mexican Americans to be legally white. While their incorporation as citizens
appeared as progress towards racial justice and the electorate’s diversification, their second-class
citizenship demonstrated a retrenchment in racial progress. Over several generations, civil rights
activists summoned conquest memories to link Mexican Americans' poverty, electoral
disenfranchisement, low educational attainment, and health disparities to structural and institutional
inequalities resulting from racial retrenchments. Activists also recalled the treaty’s citizenship
guarantees to push for property rights, protection from vigilante attacks, and educational reform.
Omar Valerio-Jiménez addresses the politics of memory by exploring how succeeding generations
reinforced or modified earlier memories of conquest according to their contemporary social and
political contexts. The book also examines collective memories in the US and Mexico to illustrate
transnational influences on Mexican Americans and to demonstrate how community and national
memories can be used strategically to advance political agendas.
  history of marysville ca: California Historical Quarterly , 1929
  history of marysville ca: California, a Slave State Jean Pfaelzer, 2023-06-27 The untold
history of slavery and resistance in California, from the Spanish missions, indentured Native
American ranch hands, Indian boarding schools, Black miners, kidnapped Chinese prostitutes, and
convict laborers to victims of modern trafficking “A searing survey of ‘250 years of human bondage’
in what is now the state of California. . . . Readers will be outraged.”—Publishers Weekly California
owes its origins and sunny prosperity to slavery. Spanish invaders captured Indigenous people to
build the chain of Catholic missions. Russian otter hunters shipped Alaska Natives—the first slaves
transported into California—and launched a Pacific slave triangle to China. Plantation slaves were
marched across the plains for the Gold Rush. San Quentin Prison incubated California’s carceral
state. Kidnapped Chinese girls were sold in caged brothels in early San Francisco. Indian boarding
schools supplied new farms and hotels with unfree child workers. By looking west to California, Jean
Pfaelzer upends our understanding of slavery as a North-South struggle and reveals how the
enslaved in California fought, fled, and resisted human bondage. In unyielding research and vivid
interviews, Pfaelzer exposes how California gorged on slavery, an appetite that persists today in a
global trade in human beings lured by promises of jobs but who instead are imprisoned in
sweatshops and remote marijuana grows, or sold as nannies and sex workers. Slavery shreds
California’s utopian brand, rewrites our understanding of the West, and redefines America’s uneasy
paths to freedom.
  history of marysville ca: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1997
  history of marysville ca: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  history of marysville ca: California Prehistory Terry L. Jones, Kathryn A. Klar, 2007-07-16
Some forty scholars examine California's prehistory and archaeology, looking at marine and
terrestrial palaeoenvironments, initial human colonization, linguistic prehistory, early forms of
exchange, mitochondrial DNA studies, and rock art. This work is the most extensive study of
California's prehistory undertaken in the past 20 years. An essential resource for any scholar of
California prehistory and archaeology!
  history of marysville ca: Gold Rushes and Mining Camps of the Early American West Vardis
Fisher, Opal Laurel Holmes, Opal Laurel Fisher, 1968 Distributed by the University of Nebraska
Press for Caxton Press Vardis Fisher and Opal Laurel Holmes bring together the stories of all of the
remarkable men and women and all of the violent contrasts that made up one of the most entrhalling



chapters in American history. Fisher, a respected scholar and versatile creative writer, devoted
three years to the writing of this book.
  history of marysville ca: Women and the Sikh Diaspora in California Nicole Ranganath,
2024-05-31 This book charts the transoceanic history of South Asian women in California through
their speech and songs across the twentieth century. Nicole Ranganath reimagines the history of the
South Asian diaspora through an examination of gender and the dynamic interplay of water and land
in the cultural history of Sikhs, a faith and cultural community that emerged in the Punjab region of
north South Asia over 550 years ago. It shows how the history and music of transoceanic
communities, in this case Sikhs, spilled beyond the boundaries of regions, empires and nation-states.
It emphasizes the heterogeneity of the South Asia diaspora by uncovering the distinct history of
women’s migration experiences, as well as an alternative oceanic imaginary among Sikhs that
envisions unity in the cosmos. It foregrounds the pivotal role that women played in transforming
Sikh communities in California through songs and female affinities. Based on six years of fieldwork
in rural northern California, it explores song as a window into the interior lives of Sikh women
through their performance of diverse genres: gadar anti-colonial songs, folk music, hymns, and
autobiographical songs. This sonic history of South Asian women in the diaspora dislodges dominant
paradigms in diaspora studies and oceanic humanities that depict men as mobile and women as
stationary. Women and the Sikh Diaspora in California will interest scholars of migration, South Asia
and South Asian American studies, oceanic humanities, Sikh studies, music, and women’s studies. It
is also essential reading for anyone who is curious about global music and migration, as well as Sikh
history.
  history of marysville ca: El Cinco de Mayo David Hayes-Bautista, 2012-05-05 Why is Cinco de
Mayo—a holiday commemorating a Mexican victory over the French at Puebla in 1862—so widely
celebrated in California and across the United States, when it is scarcely observed in Mexico? As
David E. Hayes-Bautista explains, the holiday is not Mexican at all, but rather an American one,
created by Latinos in California during the mid-nineteenth century. Hayes-Bautista shows how the
meaning of Cinco de Mayo has shifted over time—it embodied immigrant nostalgia in the 1930s, U.S.
patriotism during World War II, Chicano Power in the 1960s and 1970s, and commercial intentions
in the 1980s and 1990s. Today, it continues to reflect the aspirations of a community that is
engaged, empowered, and expanding.
  history of marysville ca: Justice Stephen Field Paul Kens, 1997 Outspoken and controversial,
Stephen Field served on the Supreme Court from his appointment by Lincoln in 1863 through the
closing years of the century. No justice had ever served longer on the Court, and few were as
determined to use the Court to lead the nation into a new and exciting era. Paul Kens shows how
Field ascended to such prominence, what influenced his legal thought and court opinions, and why
both are still very relevant today. One of the famous gold rush forty-niners, Field was a founder of
Marysville, California, a state legislator, and state supreme court justice. His decisions from the
state bench and later from the federal circuit court often placed him in the middle of tense conflicts
over the distribution of the land and mineral wealth of the new state. Kens illuminates how Field's
experiences in early California influenced his jurisprudence and produced a theory of liberty that
reflected both the ideals of his Jacksonian youth and the teachings of laissez-faire economics. During
the time that Field served on the U.S. Supreme Court, the nation went through the Civil War and
Reconstruction and moved from an agrarian to an industrial economy in which big business
dominated. Fear of concentrated wealth caused many reformers of the time to look to government as
an ally in the preservation of their liberty. In the volatile debates over government regulation of
business, Field became a leading advocate of substantive due process and liberty of contract, legal
doctrines that enabled the Court to veto state economic legislation and heavily influenced
constitutional law well into the twentieth century. In the effort to curb what he viewed as the
excessive power of government, Field tended to side with business and frequently came into conflict
with reformers of his era. Gracefully written and filled with sharp insights, Kens' study sheds new
light on Field's role in helping the Court define the nature of liberty and determine the extent of



constitutional protection of property. By focusing on the political, economic, and social struggles of
his time, it explains Field's jurisprudence in terms of conflicting views of liberty and individualism. It
firmly establishes Field as a persuasive spokesman for one side of that conflict and as a prototype for
the modern activist judge, while providing an important new view of capitalist expansion and social
change in Gilded Age America.
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