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Going to Meet the Man by James Baldwin: An In-Depth Exploration of a Powerful Short
Story

going to meet the man by james baldwin is a provocative and emotionally charged
short story that delves deep into themes of racial violence, identity, and the psychology of
oppression. Written by one of the most influential African American authors of the 20th
century, James Baldwin, this narrative stands out as a poignant critique of systemic racism
in America. Whether you are a student, literature enthusiast, or simply curious about
Baldwin’s work, understanding the layers and significance of "Going to Meet the Man"
offers valuable insights into American history and human nature.

Understanding the Context of "Going to Meet the
Man" by James Baldwin

Before diving into the story itself, it’s important to grasp the historical and cultural
backdrop against which Baldwin wrote. The story was published in 1965, during the
height of the Civil Rights Movement, a time when America was confronting the brutal
realities of segregation, racial violence, and injustice. Baldwin’s work often reflects his
deep engagement with these issues, and "Going to Meet the Man" is no exception.

This short story explores the inner world of a white sheriff in the Jim Crow South,
exposing the deeply ingrained racism that fuels his actions and worldview. Baldwin’s
unflinching portrayal serves as both a social critique and psychological study, revealing
how systemic racism dehumanizes both the oppressed and the oppressors.

The Significance of the Title

The title "Going to Meet the Man" itself carries multiple layers of meaning. On the surface,
it refers to the protagonist’s anticipation of a violent encounter, but it also alludes to the
phrase’s connotation in African American vernacular, where “the man” can symbolize
oppressive authority or white power structures. Baldwin cleverly uses this ambiguity to
foreshadow the story’s exploration of power dynamics and racial terror.

Plot Overview and Key Themes in "Going to Meet
the Man"

At its core, the story follows Jesse, a white sheriff who struggles with impotence and racial
hatred. As he prepares for a day that will culminate in the brutal interrogation of a young
Black man, the narrative weaves through Jesse’s memories, revealing the origins of his
twisted psyche.



Racial Violence and Trauma

One of the most disturbing and powerful aspects of the story is Baldwin’s depiction of
racial violence. Through Jesse’s flashbacks, readers witness a lynching from his
childhood—a traumatic event that shaped his perception of Black people and his own
identity. Baldwin does not shy away from the graphic and horrifying realities of this
violence, forcing readers to confront the ugliness of America’s racial history.

The Psychology of Oppression

"Going to Meet the Man" goes beyond depicting external violence; it delves into the
internalized hatred and fear that sustain systemic racism. Jesse’s impotence symbolizes
his loss of control and power, which he attempts to reclaim through acts of brutality.
Baldwin explores how oppression warps the human psyche, creating a cycle of
dehumanization that affects both victim and perpetrator.

Sexuality and Power

Sexuality is intricately linked to the story’s portrayal of power. Jesse’s struggles with
sexual dysfunction are entwined with his racial animus, suggesting that his racial hatred is
a manifestation of deeper insecurities and frustrations. This intersection of race, power,
and sexuality is a critical theme that Baldwin skillfully unpacks.

Literary Techniques and Style in "Going to Meet
the Man"

Baldwin’s writing style in this story is sharp, evocative, and deeply psychological. He uses
several literary techniques that enrich the narrative and intensify its impact.

Stream of Consciousness and Flashbacks

The use of flashbacks is central to the story’s structure, allowing Baldwin to reveal Jesse’s
past and motivations gradually. This technique gives readers insight into how deeply
ingrained racism can be passed down and internalized over a lifetime. The stream-of-
consciousness moments immerse the reader in Jesse’s conflicted mind, making his
character complex and unsettling.

Symbolism and Imagery

Baldwin employs potent symbolism throughout the story. The lynching scene, for example,



is not only a historical reference but also a symbol of racial terror and the social order that
enforces white supremacy. Imagery related to light and darkness frequently appears,
emphasizing themes of ignorance, fear, and revelation.

Dialogue and Tone

The story’s tone is tense and foreboding, reflecting the oppressive atmosphere of the Jim
Crow South. Baldwin’s dialogue is realistic and often chilling, capturing the casual cruelty
and normalized racism of the characters. This authentic voice adds to the story’s
emotional weight.

Why "Going to Meet the Man" Remains Relevant
Today

Though written over half a century ago, "Going to Meet the Man" continues to resonate in
contemporary discussions about race, violence, and identity in America.

Reflection on Systemic Racism

Baldwin’s story exposes the mechanisms of systemic racism that still exist in various forms
today. By understanding the historical roots of racial violence, readers can better grasp
ongoing issues such as police brutality, racial profiling, and social inequality.

Psychological Impact of Racism

The psychological dimension of the story encourages readers to consider how racism
affects everyone involved, not just in terms of social structures but also mental health and
personal identity. Baldwin’s nuanced portrayal challenges simplistic narratives and invites
deeper reflection.

Educational Use and Literary Importance

"Going to Meet the Man" is widely studied in academic settings for its literary merit and
social commentary. Teachers often use it to spark conversations about race relations,
historical trauma, and the power of literature to confront uncomfortable truths.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing "Going to Meet



the Man"

If you’re approaching Baldwin’s story for the first time, here are some helpful tips to get
the most out of your reading experience:

Contextualize the story: Understand the historical period of the 1960s and the
Civil Rights Movement to appreciate the stakes and messages.

Pay attention to symbolism: Notice recurring images and motifs, such as light,
darkness, and violence, which deepen the themes.

Analyze character motivations: Consider Jesse’s internal conflicts and how they
relate to broader societal issues.

Reflect on emotional response: Let yourself feel the discomfort and tension
Baldwin creates—it’s part of the story’s power.

Discuss with others: Engaging in conversations about the story can open up new
perspectives and insights.

Connecting "Going to Meet the Man" to James
Baldwin’s Wider Body of Work

James Baldwin’s literary contributions are vast, encompassing essays, novels, and plays
that frequently address themes of race, sexuality, and social justice. "Going to Meet the
Man" fits seamlessly into this oeuvre as a concentrated exploration of racial hatred and its
consequences.

Similar Themes in Baldwin’s Writing

In novels like "Giovanni’s Room" and essays such as "The Fire Next Time," Baldwin
confronts identity and societal pressures with a similar intensity. His works often
challenge readers to confront uncomfortable realities and encourage empathy and
understanding.

The Role of Baldwin’s Personal Experience

Baldwin’s personal history as a Black man growing up in Harlem and later living abroad
informs much of his writing. His intimate knowledge of racial dynamics and his eloquent
voice bring authenticity and urgency to stories like "Going to Meet the Man."



Exploring this short story offers a window into Baldwin’s genius as a writer and activist,
whose work remains a vital part of American literature and cultural discourse.

In engaging with "Going to Meet the Man by James Baldwin," readers encounter a story
that is as unsettling as it is enlightening. Baldwin’s unvarnished portrayal of racial
violence and psychological trauma forces us to confront the dark legacies of the past and
reflect on their echoes in the present. It is a testament to the enduring power of literature
to challenge, educate, and inspire change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Going to Meet the Man' by
James Baldwin?
'Going to Meet the Man' explores themes of racism, violence, and the psychological impact
of systemic oppression in the American South.

How does James Baldwin portray the character of Jesse
in 'Going to Meet the Man'?
Jesse is portrayed as a white sheriff deeply affected by his upbringing and societal racism,
struggling with his own violent impulses and insecurities.

What role does the historical context play in the story
'Going to Meet the Man'?
The story is set in the Jim Crow South, highlighting the era's racial tensions and the brutal
realities of segregation and white supremacy.

How does Baldwin use symbolism in 'Going to Meet the
Man'?
Baldwin uses symbols such as the lynching scene to represent racial terror and the
internalized hatred that fuels oppression.

What narrative techniques does Baldwin employ in
'Going to Meet the Man'?
Baldwin uses a blend of stream of consciousness and flashbacks to reveal Jesse's
psychological state and the roots of his racism.

How does 'Going to Meet the Man' address the theme of



power and control?
The story depicts how racial violence is used as a tool for maintaining power and control
over Black bodies and minds.

What is the significance of the title 'Going to Meet the
Man'?
The title is a euphemism for death by lynching, reflecting the story's focus on racial
violence and the impending fate of Black victims.

How does 'Going to Meet the Man' reflect James
Baldwin's views on racism?
The story reflects Baldwin's critical perspective on the destructive nature of racism,
emphasizing its deep psychological and societal damage.

Additional Resources
Going to Meet the Man by James Baldwin: An In-Depth Literary Analysis

going to meet the man by james baldwin stands as one of the most provocative and
powerful short stories in American literature, offering a profound exploration of racial
violence, identity, and psychological trauma. This narrative, penned by Baldwin, a
towering figure in 20th-century literature and civil rights activism, delves into the
complexities of systemic racism through the harrowing experiences of its protagonist. As a
work frequently studied in both literary and cultural contexts, "Going to Meet the Man"
challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about America's historical and
ongoing racial tensions.

Contextual Background and Historical
Significance

James Baldwin wrote "Going to Meet the Man" during the 1960s, a period marked by
intense civil rights struggles in the United States. The story reflects the racial dynamics of
the Jim Crow South, a region entrenched in segregation and racial violence. Baldwin’s
own experiences as a Black man navigating a racially divided society inform the
narrative’s authenticity and emotional depth. This story illuminates the psychological
mechanisms behind racial hatred, particularly focusing on the internalized fears and
insecurities of white supremacy.

Understanding the historical context is crucial for appreciating the story’s impact. The
1960s civil rights movement was not only a fight for legal equality but also a battle to
expose and dismantle the deep-seated systemic racism that permeated American society.
Baldwin’s contribution through literature offered a unique lens—one that combined



personal narrative with broader social critique.

Plot Overview and Character Exploration

The narrative centers on Jesse, a white sheriff in a Southern town, who prepares to
witness the brutal lynching of a Black man. The story unfolds through Jesse’s perspective,
revealing his internal conflicts and the disturbing roots of his racial animosity. Through
flashbacks, Baldwin exposes Jesse’s childhood trauma, including a particularly chilling
memory involving his mother and a visit to a family friend who is a Black man.

The plot’s tension arises from the juxtaposition between Jesse’s outward authority and his
deeply ingrained fears and prejudices. Baldwin masterfully portrays how Jesse’s identity is
entwined with the oppressive social order, and his participation in racial violence is both a
performance of power and a manifestation of his own psychological wounds.

Psychological Dimensions of Racism

A salient feature of "Going to Meet the Man" is its exploration of the psychological
underpinnings of racism. Baldwin does not merely depict racial hatred as a social ill but
probes the mental and emotional states that perpetuate such hatred. Jesse’s character
embodies the paradox of power and vulnerability; his violent actions mask a profound
insecurity and a fractured sense of self.

Baldwin’s portrayal suggests that racial violence is not just an external act but also an
internalized condition. Jesse’s flashbacks reveal how his early experiences with racialized
fear shaped his worldview, creating a cycle of trauma that fuels his cruelty. This
psychological analysis adds layers of complexity to the story, making it a poignant study of
human behavior within a racist framework.

Thematic Elements and Literary Techniques

Several themes resonate throughout "Going to Meet the Man," including the toxicity of
racism, the construction of identity, and the nature of violence. Baldwin uses symbolism
and vivid imagery to underscore these themes, enhancing the story’s emotional impact.

Violence and Power: The lynching serves as both a literal and symbolic act of
violence, reflecting the brutal assertion of white supremacy.

Fear and Insecurity: Jesse’s fear of Black men is a central motif, illustrating how
racial hatred often stems from fear rather than genuine animosity.

Memory and Trauma: Flashbacks function as a literary device to reveal the origins
of Jesse’s racism and the cyclical nature of trauma.



Baldwin’s writing style in this story is direct yet evocative, employing a narrative voice
that is at once intimate and unsettling. The use of first-person perspective immerses the
reader in Jesse’s mindset, forcing a confrontation with uncomfortable truths. This
technique is effective in fostering empathy and critical reflection.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to Baldwin’s other works, such as "Notes of a Native Son" or "The Fire
Next Time," "Going to Meet the Man" shares a thematic focus on racial injustice but does
so through a more concentrated, narrative-driven approach. Unlike some of Baldwin’s
essays, which blend personal reflection with social critique, this story immerses readers in
a fictional yet realistic scenario that encapsulates the broader societal issues Baldwin
addresses elsewhere.

In the broader landscape of African American literature, Baldwin’s story stands alongside
works by authors like Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison, who also explore the
psychological impacts of racism. However, Baldwin’s unique combination of lyrical prose
and psychological insight sets "Going to Meet the Man" apart as a seminal text for
understanding the intimate dimensions of racial violence.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

Decades after its publication, "Going to Meet the Man" remains highly relevant in
discussions about race relations and systemic inequality. The story’s depiction of racial
hatred as a deeply ingrained social and psychological phenomenon resonates in
contemporary dialogues on police brutality, institutional racism, and white supremacy.

This narrative invites readers, scholars, and activists to consider how historical patterns of
racial violence continue to influence present-day realities. Baldwin’s incisive critique
challenges society to acknowledge the persistence of racial trauma and the necessity for
profound change.

Moreover, the story’s inclusion in academic curricula and literary anthologies underscores
its enduring educational value. It encourages critical engagement with difficult topics,
promoting awareness and empathy among students and readers worldwide.

Pros and Cons of Baldwin’s Narrative Approach

Pros:

Powerful use of psychological depth to explore racism.

Evocative and concise narrative style enhances emotional impact.



Engages readers in critical reflection on social issues.

Provides historical insight into Jim Crow-era racial dynamics.

Cons:

The intense and graphic nature of the story may be distressing for some
readers.

Limited character perspectives, focusing primarily on the white protagonist,
which might restrict narrative complexity.

Some readers may find the story’s stark portrayal of violence challenging to
contextualize without supplementary historical knowledge.

Despite these challenges, the story’s strengths lie in its ability to provoke meaningful
discourse and empathy, making it a vital piece in the canon of American literature.

As readers engage with "going to meet the man by james baldwin," they encounter a
narrative that not only recounts a painful chapter in American history but also serves as a
mirror reflecting ongoing struggles for justice and equality. Baldwin’s incisive examination
of the human psyche under the strain of racism continues to inspire and unsettle, ensuring
the story’s place as a cornerstone for understanding the complexities of race in America.
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  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Going to Meet the Man/James Baldwin James
Baldwin, 1988
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Going to Meet the Man James Baldwin, 1965 Eight
short stories depicting the isolation and alienation of individuals.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Going to Meet the Man James Baldwin,
2013-09-17 A major collection of short fiction—including the story Sonny's Blues—by one of
America’s most important writers, exploring the wounds racism leaves in both its victims and its
perpetrators. In this modern classic, there's no way not to suffer. But you try all kinds of ways to
keep from drowning in it. The men and women in these eight short fictions grasp this truth on an
elemental level, and their stories detail the ingenious and often desperate ways in which they try to
keep their head above water. It may be the heroin that a down-and-out jazz pianist uses to face the
terror of pouring his life into an inanimate instrument. It may be the brittle piety of a father who can
never forgive his son for his illegitimacy. Or it may be the screen of bigotry that a redneck deputy
has raised to blunt the awful childhood memory of the day his parents took him to watch a black
man being murdered by a gleeful mob. By turns haunting, heartbreaking, and horrifying, Going to
Meet the Man is a major work by one of the most important writers of the twentieth century.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/going-to-meet-the-man-by-james-baldwin.pdf


Including: The Rockpile The Outing The Man Child Previous Condition Sonny's Blues This Morning,
This Evening, So Soon Come Out the Wilderness Going to Meet the Man
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Going to Meet the Man James Baldwin, 1995-04-25
In this modern classic by one of our most important writers, there's no way not to suffer. But you try
all kinds of ways to keep from drowning in it. The men and women in these eight short fictions grasp
this truth on an elemental level, and their stories detail the ingenious and often desperate ways in
which they try to keep their head above water. It may be the heroin that a down-and-out jazz pianist
uses to face the terror of pouring his life into an inanimate instrument. It may be the brittle piety of
a father who can never forgive his son for his illegitimacy. Or it may be the screen of bigotry that a
redneck deputy has raised to blunt the awful childhood memory of the day his parents took him to
watch a black man being murdered by a gleeful mob. By turns haunting, heartbreaking, and
horrifying--and informed throughout by Baldwin's uncanny knowledge of the wounds racism has left
in both its victims and its perpetrators--Going to Meet the Man is a major work by one of our most
important writers.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: James Baldwin Harold Bloom, 2007 A collection of
essays presenting critiques and analysis of the major works of the African American author.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Going To Meet The Man James Baldwin,
2013-11-28 ‘Everyone’s life begins on a level where races, armies, and churches stop. And yet
everyone’s life is always shaped by races, churches, and armies’ In these eight extraordinary stories
of love, conflict, desperation and fear, James Baldwin shows people trapped by the roles they must
play in society, and those who try and escape them. From the child in ‘The Rockpile’ whose
God-fearing father will not forgive his illegitimacy, to the adolescent who hides his sexuality from his
community in ‘The Outing’, and from the down-and-out jazz pianist recovering from addiction in
‘Sonny’s Blues’ to the chilling initiation of a racist in ‘Going to Meet the Man’, these tales, first
published in 1965, explore the subtle and profound wounds that discrimination leaves – both in its
victims and its perpetrators. ‘He uses words as the sea uses waves’ Langston Hughes 'Few, it seems
to me, have driven their words with such passion' Guardian
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-09-18
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study
guides for challenging works of literature. This 25-page guide for the short story Going To Meet The
Man by James Baldwin includes a detailed summary and analysis, as well as several more in-depth
sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major
characters, 15 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Jim Crow and the Civil Rights
Movement in the American South and Race and Sexual Violence.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: James Baldwin and the Short Story Benedict
Ushedo, 2018-03-21 This book examines the range of issues that echo in James Baldwin's short
stories. It articulates and defends the claim that the stories in the collection Going to Meet the Man
are driven by the autobiographical memory of the author. To support this line of thought and the
related proposition that the stories feed into themes relevant to self-knowledge, vicarious suffering,
love, and forgiveness, their effectiveness as transformative and revelatory texts is highlighted. By
drawing on contemporary studies and challenging the view that short stories are no more than
miniature pieces merely echoing major works of their authors, this book demonstrates that the short
story genre can be profoundly forceful and effective in the articulation of complex human issues.
This study shows also that the humanistic import of the Baldwin stories is amplified by their ability
to accumulate moral tension as they elicit the participation of the reader in an imaginative quest for
a better world.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: James Baldwin and the Queer Imagination Matt
Brim, 2023-06-20 The central figure in black gay literary history, James Baldwin has become a
familiar touchstone for queer scholarship in the academy. Matt Brim’s James Baldwin and the Queer
Imagination draws on the contributions of queer theory and black queer studies to critically engage
with and complicate the project of queering Baldwin and his work. Brim argues that Baldwin



animates and, in contrast, disrupts both the black gay literary tradition and the queer theoretical
enterprise that have claimed him. More paradoxically, even as Baldwin’s fiction brilliantly succeeds
in imagining queer intersections of race and sexuality, it simultaneously exhibits striking queer
failures, whether exploiting gay love or erasing black lesbian desire. Brim thus argues that Baldwin’s
work is deeply marked by ruptures of the “unqueer” into transcendent queer thought—and that
readers must sustain rather than override this paradoxical dynamic within acts of queer imagination.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Handbook of the American Short Story Erik
Redling, Oliver Scheiding, 2022-01-19 The American short story has always been characterized by
exciting aesthetic innovations and an immense range of topics. This handbook offers students and
researchers a comprehensive introduction to the multifaceted genre with a special focus on recent
developments due to the rise of new media. Part I provides systematic overviews of significant
contexts ranging from historical-political backgrounds, short story theories developed by writers,
print and digital culture, to current theoretical approaches and canon formation. Part II consists of
35 paired readings of representative short stories by eminent authors, charting major steps in the
evolution of the American short story from its beginnings as an art form in the early nineteenth
century up to the digital age. The handbook examines historically, methodologically, and
theoretically the coming together of the enduring narrative practice of compression and concision in
American literature. It offers fresh and original readings relevant to studying the American short
story and shows how the genre performs American culture.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: You Mean It Or You Don't Jamie McGhee, Adam
Hollowell, 2022 It is not enough to hold progressive views on racial justice, LGBTQ+ identity, and
economic inequality. Through a rich examination of James Baldwin's writing and interviews, You
Mean It or You Don't spurs today's progressives from conviction to action, from dreaming of justice
to living it out in our communities, churches, and neighborhoods.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: The Cambridge Companion to James Baldwin
Michele Elam, 2015-04-20 This Companion offers fresh insight into the art and politics of James
Baldwin, one of the most important writers and provocative cultural critics of the twentieth century.
Black, gay, and gifted, he was hailed as a spokesman for the race, although he personally, and
controversially, eschewed titles and classifications of all kinds. Individual essays examine his classic
novels and nonfiction as well as his work across lesser-examined domains: poetry, music, theatre,
sermon, photo-text, children's literature, public media, comedy, and artistic collaboration. In doing
so, The Cambridge Companion to James Baldwin captures the power and influence of his work
during the civil rights era as well as his relevance in the post-race transnational twenty-first century,
when his prescient questioning of the boundaries of race, sex, love, leadership, and country assume
new urgency.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: In Defense of Dialogue Monika Gehlawat,
2020-02-25 In Defense of Dialogue: Reading Habermas and Postwar American Literature offers a
timely investigation of the value of dialogue in contemporary American culture. Using Jürgen
Habermas’s theory of communicative action to read the work of Frank O’Hara, James Baldwin,
Grace Paley, and Andy Warhol, In Defense of Dialogue assembles postwar writers who have never
been studied alongside one another, showing how they overcame the pervading skepticism of their
contemporaries to imagine sincere and rational speakers who seek to cultivate intersubjective
discourse.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: A Taste for Brown Bodies Hiram Pérez,
2015-10-30 Facuses on three figures with elusive queer histories--the sailor, the soldier, and the
cowboy--and shows how each has been desired for their heoric masculinity while at the same time
functioning as agents for U.S. expansion.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: James Baldwin's God Clarence E. Hardy, 2003
James Baldwin's relationship with black Christianity, and especially his rejection of it, exposes the
anatomy of a religious heritage that has not been wrestled with sufficiently in black theological and
religious studies. In James Baldwin's God: Sex, Hope, and Crisis in Black Holiness Culture, Clarence



hardy demonstrates that Baldwin is important not only for the ways he is connected to black
religious culture, but also for the ways he chooses to disconnect himself from it. Despite Baldwin's
view that black religious expression harbors a sensibility that is often vengeful and that its actual
content is composed of illusory promises and empty theatrics, he remains captive to its energies,
rhythms, languages, and themes. Baldwin is forced, on occasion, to acknowledge that the religious
fervor he saw as an adolescent was not simply an expression of repressed sexual tension but also a
sign of the irrepressible vigor and dignified humanity of black life. Hardy's reading of Baldwin's
texts, with its goal of understanding Baldwin's attitude toward a religion that revolves around an
uncaring God in the face of black suffering, provides provocative reading for scholars of religion,
literature, and history. The Author: Clarence Hardy is an assistant professor of religion at Dartmouth
College. His articles have appeared in the Journal of Religion and Christianity and Crisis.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: The Palgrave Handbook of Affect Studies and
Textual Criticism Donald R. Wehrs, Thomas Blake, 2017-12-01 This volume provides a
comprehensive account of how scholarship on affect and scholarship on texts have come to inform
one another over the past few decades. The result has been that explorations of how texts address,
elicit, shape, and dramatize affect have become central to contemporary work in literary, film, and
art criticism, as well as in critical theory, rhetoric, performance studies, and aesthetics. Guiding
readers to the variety of topics, themes, interdisciplinary dialogues, and sub-disciplinary specialties
that the study of interplay between affect and texts has either inaugurated or revitalized, the
handbook showcases and engages the diversity of scholarly topics, approaches, and projects that
thinking of affect in relation to texts and related media open up or enable. These include (but are not
limited to) investigations of what attention to affect brings to established methods of studying
texts—in terms of period, genre, cultural contexts, rhetoric, and individual authorship.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Imagine the Sound Carter Mathes, 2015-03-20 The
post–Civil Rights era was marked by an explosion of black political thought and aesthetics.
Reflecting a shifting horizon of expectations around race relations, the unconventional sounds of
free jazz coupled with experimental literary creation nuanced the push toward racial equality and
enriched the possibilities for aesthetic innovation within the Black Arts Movement. In Imagine the
Sound, Carter Mathes demonstrates how African American writers used sound to further artistic
resistance within a rapidly transforming political and racial landscape. While many have noted the
oral and musical qualities of African American poetry from the post–Civil Rights period, Mathes
points out how the political implications of dissonance, vibration, and resonance produced in essays,
short stories, and novels animated the ongoing struggle for equality. Situating literary works by
Henry Dumas, Larry Neal, and Toni Cade Bambara in relation to the expansive ideas of sound
proposed by free jazz musicians such as Marion Brown and Sun Ra, not only does this book illustrate
how the presence of sound can be heard and read as political, but it recuperates critically neglected,
yet important, writers and musicians. Ultimately, Mathes details how attempts to capture and render
sound through the medium of writing enable writers to envision alternate realities and resistance
outside of the linear frameworks offered by the Civil Rights and Black Power movements. In precise
and elegant prose, Mathes shows how in conceptualizing sound, African American writers opened up
the political imaginations of their readers. By exploring this intellectual convergence of literary
artistry, experimental music, and sound theory, Imagine the Sound reveals how taking up radically
new forms of expression allows us to speak to the complexities of race and political resistance.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: James Baldwin and Toni Morrison:
Comparative Critical and Theoretical Essays Lovalerie King, L. Scott, 2006-10-16 This collection
of comparative critical and theoretical essays examines James Baldwin and Toni Morrison's
reciprocal literary relationship. By reading these authors side-by-side, this collection forges new
avenues of discovery and interpretation related to their representations of African American and
American literature and cultural experience.
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Black American Writers, Bibliographical
Essays, vol 2: Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin & Amiri Baraka NA NA,



2015-12-22
  going to meet the man by james baldwin: Black on White David R. Roediger, 2010-03-31 In
this thought-provoking volume, David R. Roediger has brought together some of the most important
black writers throughout history to explore the question: What does it really mean to be white in
America? From folktales and slave narratives to contemporary essays, poetry, and fiction, black
writers have long been among America's keenest students of white consciousness and white
behavior, but until now much of this writing has been ignored. Black on White reverses this trend by
presenting the work of more than fifty major figures, including James Baldwin, Derrick Bell, Ralph
Ellison, W.E.B. Du Bois, bell hooks, Toni Morrison, and Alice Walker to take a closer look at the
many meanings of whiteness in our society. Rich in irony, artistry, passion, and common sense, these
reflections on what Langston Hughes called the ways of white folks illustrate how whiteness as a
racial identity derives its meaning not as a biological category but as a social construct designed to
uphold racial inequality. Powerful and compelling, Black on White provides a much-needed
perspective that is sure to have a major impact on the study of race and race relations in America.
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