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Eye of the Needle Ken Follett: A Timeless Thriller That Captivates Readers

eye of the needle ken follett is a phrase that instantly brings to mind one of the most gripping spy
novels of the 20th century. This novel, first published in 1978, showcases Ken Follett’s remarkable
ability to weave suspense, history, and complex characters into a narrative that keeps readers on the
edge of their seats. If you’re a fan of espionage thrillers or historical fiction, diving into Eye of the
Needle is an absolute must. But what exactly makes this book stand out, and why does it continue to
resonate with readers decades after its release? Let’s explore the depths of this classic work.

The Essence of Eye of the Needle Ken Follett

Ken Follett’s Eye of the Needle is not just another spy novel; it’s a masterful combination of tension,
historical context, and psychological insight. Set during World War II, the story revolves around a
deadly German spy code-named “The Needle,” whose real name is Henry Faber. Faber is a cold,
calculating operative who uncovers crucial information that could change the course of the war—if it
falls into the wrong hands.

The novel expertly balances thrilling espionage sequences with a richly detailed backdrop of
wartime Britain. Follett’s meticulous research and vivid descriptions transport readers to a time
when every secret could mean the difference between victory and defeat. The blend of historical
accuracy and fictional intrigue creates an immersive experience unlike many other books in the
genre.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At its core, Eye of the Needle follows Henry Faber as he attempts to deliver vital intelligence about
the D-Day invasion to Nazi Germany. The plot thickens as Faber’s mission becomes entangled with a
British woman named Lucy, who unwittingly becomes part of a dangerous game of cat and mouse.
The story unfolds with relentless suspense, exploring themes such as loyalty, betrayal, and the moral
complexities of war.

Several elements make Eye of the Needle a standout:

- **Psychological Depth**: Faber isn’t portrayed as a stereotypical villain; rather, Follett delves into
his motivations, fears, and internal conflicts, adding layers to the narrative.
- **Historical Intrigue**: The novel’s setting during World War II adds authenticity and urgency to
the espionage plot.
- **Relentless Suspense**: Follett’s pacing ensures that tension builds steadily, keeping readers
hooked until the very last page.



Ken Follett’s Writing Style and Storytelling Techniques

Understanding Ken Follett’s approach to storytelling helps explain why Eye of the Needle has
enjoyed enduring popularity. Follett’s writing is accessible yet evocative, striking a balance that
appeals to both casual readers and literary enthusiasts.

Engaging Characters and Realism

One of the most remarkable aspects of Eye of the Needle is the depth of its characters. Follett avoids
flat archetypes and instead creates individuals who feel real and multifaceted. Henry Faber, for
instance, is chillingly efficient but also vulnerable in unexpected ways. Lucy, his unwitting
adversary, grows from a naive woman into a determined and resourceful figure.

This attention to character development enhances the emotional impact of the novel. Readers find
themselves invested not only in the espionage plot but also in the fates of the characters involved.

Atmospheric World-Building

Follett’s vivid descriptions of wartime Britain add a strong atmospheric layer to the story. From
foggy coastal landscapes to the tense, shadowy world of spies and double agents, the setting feels
tangible and immersive. This world-building is crucial for grounding the thriller elements in a
believable reality.

Impact and Legacy of Eye of the Needle Ken Follett

Since its release, Eye of the Needle has cemented itself as a classic in the spy thriller genre. It has
influenced countless writers and has been adapted into other media, including a well-received 1981
film starring Donald Sutherland.

Why This Novel Still Matters

Despite being over four decades old, Eye of the Needle remains relevant for several reasons:

- **Timeless Themes**: Issues of trust, deception, and moral ambiguity during war continue to
resonate with readers today.
- **Historical Insight**: The novel offers a compelling look at WWII espionage that both educates
and entertains.
- **Thriller Mastery**: Follett’s skillful pacing and suspense-building techniques remain a
benchmark for modern thriller writing.



For Readers and Writers Alike

Eye of the Needle offers valuable lessons for aspiring authors interested in the thriller or historical
fiction genres:

- **Balancing Fact and Fiction**: Follett’s research enriches the story without overwhelming the
narrative.
- **Character Complexity**: Well-rounded characters drive reader engagement.
- **Pacing and Tension**: Effective use of pacing keeps the story moving and maintains suspense.

Exploring Related Works and Further Reading

If you’re intrigued by Eye of the Needle and want to explore similar books or delve deeper into Ken
Follett’s bibliography, there are plenty of options to consider.

Other Ken Follett Novels

- **The Pillars of the Earth**: A historical epic set in medieval England, focusing on the construction
of a cathedral.
- **The Key to Rebecca**: Another WWII spy thriller that shares thematic elements with Eye of the
Needle.
- **Winter of the World**: The second book in The Century Trilogy, exploring the ramifications of
World War II on various characters.

Books in the Spy Thriller Genre

- **Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy by John le Carré**: A classic Cold War espionage novel with nuanced
characters and intricate plotting.
- **The Spy Who Came in from the Cold by John le Carré**: Another masterpiece exploring the moral
complexities of spying.
- **The Bourne Identity by Robert Ludlum**: For readers who enjoy fast-paced action and
conspiracy.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Eye of the Needle Ken
Follett

Whether you’re reading Eye of the Needle for the first time or revisiting it, here are some tips to
enhance your experience:

- **Pay Attention to Historical Context**: Familiarize yourself with WWII events to better appreciate
the stakes.



- **Focus on Character Motivations**: Understanding what drives Faber and Lucy adds depth to the
reading experience.
- **Take Your Time with Suspenseful Sections**: Follett’s pacing invites readers to savor the tension
rather than rush through.

By approaching the novel with these strategies, you’ll find a richer and more rewarding narrative
unfolding.

---

Eye of the Needle Ken Follett stands as a shining example of how historical fiction and thriller
genres can collide to create unforgettable storytelling. Its blend of suspense, history, and
psychological insight continues to captivate readers and influence writers. Whether you’re a
longtime fan or new to Follett’s work, this novel offers a powerful journey into the shadowy world of
wartime espionage that remains as riveting today as it was decades ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Eye of the Needle' by Ken Follett?
The novel 'Eye of the Needle' centers on a German spy, known as 'The Needle,' who uncovers crucial
information about the D-Day invasion during World War II. The story follows his attempts to escape
to Germany while being pursued by British intelligence.

Who is the protagonist in Ken Follett's 'Eye of the Needle'?
The protagonist is Henry Faber, a ruthless and cunning German spy nicknamed 'The Needle'
because of his skill with a stiletto.

When was 'Eye of the Needle' by Ken Follett first published?
'Eye of the Needle' was first published in 1978 and is considered one of Ken Follett's breakthrough
novels.

What themes are explored in 'Eye of the Needle'?
The novel explores themes such as espionage, loyalty, deception, survival, and the moral
complexities faced during wartime.

Has 'Eye of the Needle' by Ken Follett been adapted into any
films or TV shows?
Yes, 'Eye of the Needle' was adapted into a successful film in 1981, starring Donald Sutherland as
Henry Faber.



Additional Resources
Eye of the Needle Ken Follett: A Masterclass in Historical Spy Thriller

eye of the needle ken follett remains a standout title in the realm of historical spy fiction,
captivating readers with its intricate plot and compelling character development. Since its initial
publication in 1978, this novel has secured a lasting place in Ken Follett’s literary legacy,
showcasing his ability to weave suspense, history, and human drama into a seamless narrative. This
review delves into the core elements that make *Eye of the Needle* a critical and commercial
success, while examining its relevance in the landscape of espionage fiction.

In-depth Analysis of Eye of the Needle Ken Follett

At its core, *Eye of the Needle* is a wartime espionage thriller set during World War II, focusing on
a German spy codenamed "The Needle" who uncovers critical information about the Allied invasion
plans. Ken Follett’s storytelling prowess is evident in how he builds tension through meticulous plot
construction and vivid settings, transporting readers directly into the high-stakes environment of
wartime Britain.

What distinguishes this novel from typical spy thrillers is its fusion of historical detail with
psychological depth. Follett does not merely rely on action sequences or plot twists; instead, he
invests in character complexities, particularly in the portrayal of the protagonist, Henry Faber.
Faber’s dual identity as both a ruthless spy and a man grappling with loneliness and morality adds
layers to the narrative, enriching the reader’s engagement.

Moreover, the novel’s title, *Eye of the Needle*, serves as more than just a metaphor. It
encapsulates the tight, perilous path the characters navigate, symbolizing the narrow margin
between success and failure, life and death. This thematic resonance strengthens the novel’s
emotional impact and underlines Follett’s skill in thematic layering.

Historical Accuracy and World War II Setting

One of the defining features of *Eye of the Needle* Ken Follett is its commitment to historical
accuracy. The novel is firmly anchored in the context of World War II, with detailed references to
events such as the planned Allied invasion of Normandy (Operation Overlord). Follett’s research
shines through his depiction of wartime Britain, from the rural landscapes to the pervasive
atmosphere of suspicion and fear.

This attention to detail not only lends authenticity but also serves as a backdrop against which the
espionage drama unfolds. Readers gain insight into the operational challenges faced by spies and
counterintelligence agents during that era. The novel’s setting plays a crucial role in elevating the
story from a mere thriller to a poignant reflection on the human costs of war.



Character Development and Psychological Depth

Ken Follett’s ability to craft multidimensional characters is a hallmark of his writing, and *Eye of the
Needle* is no exception. The protagonist, Henry Faber, is portrayed with striking complexity. On one
hand, he is an efficient, cold-blooded spy whose loyalty to the Nazi regime is unwavering. On the
other, Follett exposes his vulnerabilities, including a deep sense of isolation and an unexpected
emotional connection with a woman he encounters in England.

This duality challenges the reader to reconcile Faber’s ruthless actions with his human qualities,
prompting a nuanced understanding of morality in wartime. Other characters, such as Lucy, the
woman who becomes entangled in Faber’s mission, are given sufficient depth to avoid clichés,
serving as more than mere plot devices.

Plot Structure and Pacing

The narrative pacing in *Eye of the Needle* is expertly controlled, creating a taut, suspenseful
atmosphere from beginning to end. Follett employs a linear timeline interspersed with shifts in
perspective that reveal the stakes and motivations of various characters. This technique maintains
reader interest and builds tension incrementally.

Unlike some espionage novels that rely heavily on expositional dialogue, Follett balances action with
moments of quiet reflection, allowing the psychological tension to simmer. The climax is both
thrilling and emotionally resonant, underscoring the high cost of intelligence work during the war.

Comparisons and Place Within Ken Follett’s Body of
Work

When considering *Eye of the Needle* in relation to other works by Ken Follett, it stands out as one
of his earliest successes, predating his later, more expansive historical epics such as *The Pillars of
the Earth*. Unlike these broader historical sagas, *Eye of the Needle* is tightly focused, with a
singular narrative thrust that revolves around espionage and suspense.

In comparison to other spy novels of the 20th century—such as those by John le Carré or Ian
Fleming—Follett’s work occupies a distinctive place. While Fleming’s James Bond series leans
towards glamorized adventure and le Carré’s novels emphasize moral ambiguity and bureaucratic
complexity, *Eye of the Needle* strikes a balance by combining thrilling action with emotional depth
and historical context.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The enduring appeal of *Eye of the Needle* Ken Follett extends beyond the page. The novel was
adapted into a successful film in 1981, directed by Richard Marquand and starring Donald
Sutherland as Henry Faber. This adaptation helped cement the novel’s status in popular culture,



bringing Follett’s suspenseful storytelling to a broader audience.

The film’s reception highlighted the strengths of the source material, particularly its tightly woven
plot and strong characterizations. For many readers and viewers, *Eye of the Needle* remains a
benchmark for well-crafted spy thrillers rooted in historical reality.

Key Features and Reader Appeal

The novel’s appeal can be attributed to several key features:

Historical Immersion: Detailed portrayal of wartime Britain and espionage activities.

Psychological Complexity: Multifaceted characters with moral ambiguity.

Suspenseful Plot: A well-paced narrative that sustains tension throughout.

Thematic Depth: Exploration of loyalty, betrayal, and the human cost of war.

These elements resonate strongly with readers interested in historical fiction, espionage, and
character-driven narratives.

SEO Considerations and Keywords Integration

To ensure the article is optimized for search engines, the phrase *eye of the needle ken follett* has
been integrated naturally throughout this piece, alongside related keywords such as “World War II
spy thriller,” “Ken Follett historical novels,” “Henry Faber character analysis,” and “wartime
espionage fiction.” This strategy enhances the content’s relevance for users searching for
information on Follett’s novel or related topics in spy literature.

Additionally, the use of synonyms and related terms like “espionage drama,” “wartime Britain
setting,” and “spy novel adaptations” helps broaden the scope of search queries the article can
address, improving its discoverability without compromising readability.

Pros and Cons of Eye of the Needle Ken Follett

While the novel is widely praised, a balanced review also considers potential limitations:

Pros:1.

Engaging and suspenseful narrative.



Rich historical detail enhancing authenticity.

Complex character development and moral nuance.

Cons:2.

Some modern readers might find the pacing slower compared to contemporary thrillers.

Certain secondary characters are less developed.

The novel’s dated language and style may affect accessibility for some.

Understanding these factors allows readers to approach the novel with clear expectations.

The legacy of *Eye of the Needle* Ken Follett is firmly rooted in its ability to transcend the
conventions of the spy thriller genre, delivering a multifaceted story that continues to engage
readers decades after its release. Its seamless blend of historical insight, suspenseful plotting, and
psychological complexity makes it not only a significant work in Follett’s oeuvre but also a notable
contribution to 20th-century literature on espionage.

Eye Of The Needle Ken Follett

  eye of the needle ken follett: Eye of the Needle Ken Follett, 2025-08-14 'Tense, marvellously
detailed' - The Sunday Times Eye of the Needle, Ken Follett's breakthrough international bestseller,
is a heart-racing, exciting tale about the fate of the Second World War as it rests in the hands of a
master spy, his opponent and one brave woman. Written when he was only twenty-seven, it launched
the career of master storyteller Ken Follett, and was later adapted for the screen by Richard
Marquand, starring Donald Sutherland. *** VICTORY HANGS IN THE BALANCE 1944. In the weeks
leading up to D-Day, the Allies are disguising their invasion plans with elaborate decoy ships and
planes. If they can land a force on mainland Europe, they will gain the upperhand in a war that has
ravaged the world for years, and can then take the fight to the Nazi menace. A COLD-BLOODED
KILLER His weapon is the stiletto; his code name: The Needle. He is Hitler's prize undercover agent
- a ruthless, professional murderer. In England, he uncovers the Allies' D-Day plans, but his cover is
blown in the process. A DEADLY CHASE Leaving a trail of bodies in his wake and with MI5 on his
tail, The Needle ruthlessly races to a U-boat that is waiting to convey him and his critical message to
Germany. But he hasn't planned for a storm-battered island and the remarkable young woman who
lives there . . . *** 'Really thrilling' - The New York Times Book Review 'An absolutely terrific thriller,
so pulse-pounding, so ingenious in its plotting and so frighteningly realistic that you simply cannot
stop reading' - Publishers Weekly 'Top-notch suspense . . . a terrific thriller . . . spellbinding' - Miami
Herald 'Great . . . one of the twelve best thrillers from the last fifty years' - Rocky Mountain News
'Extraordinarily satisfying . . . a truly suspenseful novel . . . heart-stopping, nerve-freezing terror' -
Los Angeles Times 'A spy novel of the highest order' - The Baltimore Sun

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/eye-of-the-needle-ken-follett.pdf


  eye of the needle ken follett: Eye of the Needle Ken Follett, 1978
  eye of the needle ken follett: Eye of the Needle Ken Follett, 2017-10-17 The worldwide
phenomenon from the bestselling author of The Pillars of the Earth, World Without End, A Column of
Fire, and The Evening and the Morning His code name was “The Needle.” He was a German
aristocrat of extraordinary intelligence—a master spy with a legacy of violence in his blood, and the
object of the most desperate manhunt in history. . . . But his fate lay in the hands of a young and
vulnerable English woman, whose loyalty, if swayed, would assure his freedom—and win the war for
the Nazis. . . .
  eye of the needle ken follett: Ken Follett Carlos Ramet, 1999 This study, which should appeal
to both the scholar and the general reader, concludes with an assessment of Ken Follett's work so
far and demonstrates that while he is part of a continuum, he has uniquely transformed his chosen
genre - the thriller - and has made a significant contribution to popular cultural forms.--BOOK
JACKET.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Eye of the Needle & Whiteout Ken Follett, 2007 In 'Eye of the
Needle', Henry Faber must steal the Allies' plans for D-Day and deliver them to Germany. He
undertakes the task with relish, until he encounters Storm Island and a woman named Lucy.
'Whiteout' finds Toni Gallo and Stanley Oxenford on the trail of a stolen vaccine. But, trapped in a
snowstorm, emotional sparks begin to fly.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Ken Follett and the Triumph of Suspense Carlos Ramet,
2014-12-12 Ken Follett wrote his first international bestseller, Eye of the Needle, when he was 25
years old. He has since been one of the most consistent international best-selling authors, with
approximately 130 million copies of his books sold worldwide. His manifold influences on the thriller
genre includes the pioneering use of strong female characters in espionage stories and the
development of the historical thriller as a new form of novel, exemplified by Winter of the World
(2012). This book is an investigation of Follett's development as an author, and of the craft of writing
and the negotiation of serious versus popular literary value, from his earliest short stories and
screenplays through his mature thrillers and entertainment fiction. Unpublished materials are also
considered, including his notes, business and personal correspondence, unpublished drafts, journal
entries and outlines. Follett's dramatic shift to writing historical fiction may be his most enduring
legacy.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Eye of the Needle Ken Follett, 1984 One enemy spy knows the
secret of the Allies' greatest deception, a brilliant aristocrat and ruthless assassin-code name : The
needle--who holds the key to the ultimate Nazi victory.
  eye of the needle ken follett: The Big Needle Ken Follett, 1985
  eye of the needle ken follett: Ken Follett Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2025-05-19 This book
surveys the stellar writing by the Welsh master Ken Follett. The 76 A to Z topics analyze 35
published works and highlight the intangibles--parenting, achievers, literacy--alongside historical
themes of plague, healing, religion and spies. Stylistic touches appear in entries on secondary
characters, villains, sense impressions, names, humor and language. Details authenticate the role of
fictional households in global and racial movements. Key to the author's appeal, the progress of
women toward full citizenship fuels admirable domestic and career progress by his heroines.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Mystery and Suspense in Creative Writing Jacek Dąbała,
2012 Mystery and Suspense in Creative Writing presents a systematic analysis of a very important
aspect of writing by integrating it with journalistic, media, and communication studies. The book
examines the specific rules for creating intrigue and suspense, and confronts their universal features
with selected literary texts. The individual texts emphasize the importance of understanding the
emotions through transformation of various archetypes. The rules postulated by creative writing for
building drama and tension in such texts often deal with this profound issue. They are thus not an
end in themselves, but actually lead to more mature writing. Therefore, they essentially contribute
to developing one's creative talent and communication skills. The paradigm of creative writing
serves to shape the creativity of students of various disciplines, including not only literary studies



and journalism, but also such diverse areas as medicine and information technology. (Series:
International Studies in Hermeneutics and Phenomenology - Vol. 7)
  eye of the needle ken follett: Ken Follett Richard C. Turner Ph.D, 1996-11-25 Ken Follett had
the purest of motives when he began writing fiction: he did it for the money. But after ^IEye of the
Needle^R catapulted him to success and secured his reputation as a master of the spy thriller, he
both built on that success with other spy thrillers and experimented equally successfully with other
genres such as the family saga and the historical romance. This is the first full-length study of his
work and it includes individual examinations of each of his major novels, from Eye of the Needle
(1978) to A Place Called Freedom (1995), as well as his early novels. Following a chapter on Follett's
life and career, Turner discusses in depth Follett's early novels and his one nonfiction work, On the
Wings of Eagles. A genre chapter examines Follett's use of historical settings and his use of the
genres of spy thriller, saga, and historical romance in his novels. The rest of the study is devoted to
an individual examination of each of his novels in turn, with subsections on plot, character, theme,
point of view, and literary devices. Turner also offers an alternative critical approach to reading each
novel, such as psychoanalytical, Marxist, or reader response, to give the reader another perspective
from which to read and discuss it. A complete bibliography of Follett's fiction, general criticism and
biographical sources, and listings of reviews of all the novels examined in the study completes the
work. The only study of one of the best-selling writers today, who appeals to adults and young adults
alike, this is a key purchase for schools and public libraries.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Star Wars Year By Year New Edition Kristin Baver, Pablo
Hidalgo, Daniel Wallace, Ryder Windham, 2021-11-02 Discover everything you've ever wanted to
know about Star Wars in this complete history of the most famous franchise in movie history.
Painstakingly researched and superbly illustrated, Star WarsTM Year By Year: A Visual History, New
Edition presents a unique Star Wars timeline-the full history of the amazing Star Wars phenomenon
as you've never seen it before. This stunning visual journey features trivia and cultural cornerstones
from director George Lucas' early life through to the iconic movie stills, comic books, novels, toys,
video games, and theme parks that have spawned from five decades of seminal film making. Fully
updated and expanded, this edition encompasses all nine episodes of the original, prequel, and
sequel trilogies, along with the standalone movies Rogue One and Solo, and the acclaimed television
series, The Mandalorian. Produced in full collaboration with Lucasfilm and written by renowned Star
Wars experts, Star Wars Year by Year: A Visual History, New Edition is ideal for Star Wars fanatics
and newbies alike. © & TM 2021 Lucasfilm Ltd.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Coastal Britain: England and Wales Stuart Fisher, 2019-04-18
When all her islands are taken into consideration, the British coastline spans almost 8,000 miles,
which is longer than both Brazil's and Mexico's. From the clear blue waters of serene Cornish bays
to the tempestuous seas around rugged Pembrokeshire headlands, this new book journeys around
the varied shorelines of England and Wales to complete the most comprehensive survey ever taken.
Stuart Fisher, bestselling author of the similarly comprehensive Canals of Britain, visits all the
places of interest along the entire coastline of England and Wales: from remote countryside to
modern cities, exploring history and heritage, striking architecture and dramatic engineering,
wildlife, wonderful flora and fauna, art and literature. His journey takes him from industrial hubs to
small villages and fishing communities, providing a keen insight into what makes each stretch of
Britain's shoreline unique and special. Evocative and often dramatic colour photographs help
capture the great variety of the coast, and maps, book covers, stamps and local artefacts help convey
the character of each area. This comprehensive and absorbing survey is a treasure trove of interest
and knowledge for walkers, cyclists, boaters, holidaymakers and indeed anyone with an interest in
coastal Britain.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Before You Write Your Novel James McCreet, 2016-03-17
Previously available as Before You Write a Word, Before You Write Your Novel sets out the essential
techniques and approaches that lay the perfect foundation for writing your first novel. This concise
and readable guide addresses the major stumbling blocks of fiction writing: the importance of



planning and structure. This book covers the essential components of novel writing including
narrative, story, plot, pace, chronology, character arc and engagement techniques, as well as
research, story building, plotting and editing. Using an open and honest approach, feeding from his
own experience as a published novelist and creative writing teacher, James McCreet offers a guide
to the structural mechanisms of the novel, helping you plan a first draft through to a finished novel.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff Hamilton,
Brian Jones, 2010-05-12 Covers contemporary authors and works that have enjoyed commercial
success in the United States but are typically neglected by more literary guides. Provides high
school and college students with everything they need to know to understand the authors and works
of American popular fiction.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Star Wars FAQ Mark Clark, 2015-08-01 (FAQ). From the books
and movies that inspired George Lucas to imagine the Star Wars universe, to early screenplay drafts
that were never filmed, to short biographies of many people who made key contributions to the
movies' success, Star Wars FAQ explores every aspect of the original Star Wars trilogy ( Star Wars ,
The Empire Strikes Back , and Return of the Jedi ). Along the way, it unearths underreported stories
and illuminating minutiae often skimmed over or completely ignored in other histories of the
legendary film series. Highlights include details about the Star Wars Holiday Special debacle, the
Ewok TV movies, the rise of Star Wars fiction and its importance in the revival of the franchise, and
the wave of Star Wars imitators and parodies that flooded theaters and TV screens in the late 1970s
and early 1980s along with dozens of rare publicity stills and photographs of vintage memorabilia.
Offering an original analysis of the series' enduring appeal and cultural impact, Star Wars FAQ tells
a story as thrilling and action-packed as the movies themselves, with bold characters facing
apparently insurmountable odds, full of frantic chases, narrow escapes, daring victories, and tragic
setbacks, culminating in an unlikely triumph that changed the course of the galaxy or at least of
Hollywood.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Highball, Lawrence Treadwell, 2022-06-30 Highball is an old
signal from the train conductor to engineer that the train was clear to start from its stop and
proceed at speed. Two green balls, one above the other, were the visual signal. Railroads were
running long before motion pictures. Soon after silent movies were invented, directors liked trains in
their films as railroading became an important business for America, passengers, and freight trains.
From the beginning, Hollywood loved trains. In the book are over 450 films with the title, the year
distributed, director, cast, producer/distributer, and an overview, which set forth the key train link.
Hollywood produced all sort/type of films: comedy, mystery, drama, Western, war, adventure, crime,
construction, musical, and epic with combinations of genre. Every film in the book has a railroad link
or connection of some sort, which makes this a stand-alone edition. Movies included begin in the
Silent Era, 1920s, and continue to the present day. The Hollywood Golden Age through World War II
produced great films and continued using different techniques and emphasis. Dangerous cargoes,
revivals, scenarios, and technology reflect the extraordinary genius of moviemakers today. With jet
aircraft, passenger train travel declined to the extent that passenger trains became too expensive for
America’s railroads to operate. In 1971, Congress created Amtrak, a quasi-public corporation, the
National Railroad Passenger Corporation. Freight continued with the railroads, which today consist
of five major train, class I companies: CSX, NS (Norfolk Southern), BNSF (Burlington and Santa Fe),
UP (Union Pacific), and KCS (Kansas City Southern). Canadian Pacific (CP) operates both passenger
and freight trains. Movies produced overseas are included with the United Kingdom being a large
contributor to the book. The reference book is a must for all railroaders and movie lovers to recall
their favorites and to see movies that they missed. All aboard!
  eye of the needle ken follett: The Encyclopedia of Murder and Mystery B. Murphy,
1999-12-09 Bruce Murphy's Encyclopedia of Murder and Mystery is a comprehensive guide to the
genre of the murder mystery that catalogues thousands of items in a broad range of categories:
authors, titles, plots, characters, weapons, methods of killing, movie and theatrical adaptations.
What distinguishes this encyclopedia from the others in the field is its critical stance.



  eye of the needle ken follett: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza, 2006-05-17
From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the
foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas Carol
and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books as
Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHS), is also offered.
  eye of the needle ken follett: Current Biography Yearbook , 1991
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