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David Gauthier Morals by Agreement: Exploring the Foundations of Moral Philosophy

david gauthier morals by agreement is a profound philosophical approach that reshaped how we
understand morality in the context of rational choice and social cooperation. Rooted in contractarian
ethics, Gauthier’s theory proposes that moral principles arise from agreements that rational
individuals would make to live harmoniously within society. This perspective challenges traditional
moral theories by emphasizing the role of self-interest aligned with mutual benefit, making it a
significant contribution to contemporary moral and political philosophy.

Understanding David Gauthier’s Morals by Agreement requires delving into his unique synthesis of
rational choice theory and ethical principles. Unlike conventional moral theories grounded in
absolute rules or divine commands, Gauthier’s framework is pragmatic and rooted in the logic of
cooperation. His work highlights how individuals, each pursuing their own interests, could converge
on a set of moral norms through a hypothetical social contract designed to maximize mutual
advantage.

The Core Ideas Behind David Gauthier’s Contractarian
Morality

At the heart of Gauthier’s philosophy is the idea that morality is not an external imposition but a
product of rational agreements. His theory is often labeled “contractarian” because it views moral
norms as the outcome of an agreement among self-interested agents.

The Rational Basis for Morality

Gauthier builds upon the tradition of social contract theory, following thinkers like Thomas Hobbes
and John Rawls, but with a distinctive twist. Instead of assuming individuals are purely cooperative
or altruistic, Gauthier starts with the premise that people are rational and primarily motivated by
self-interest. The question then becomes: how can rational individuals benefit from cooperation
without sacrificing their own advantage?

In his seminal work, *Morals by Agreement* (1986), Gauthier argues that morality arises when
individuals recognize that agreeing to certain constraints on their behavior can lead to better overall
outcomes for everyone involved. This means that moral norms are essentially agreements to restrain
one’s own behavior for collective benefit, but crucially, these agreements are made because
following them is in each individual’s rational interest.

The Role of the Social Contract

The social contract in Gauthier’s theory is not a literal historical event but a hypothetical scenario.
He asks us to imagine a “state of nature” where individuals interact without any established moral



rules. In this scenario, cooperation is risky because others may exploit your goodwill. The solution is
for rational individuals to come to an agreement that establishes a set of moral constraints ensuring
mutual cooperation.

This contract is “morally binding” because it is based on the rational calculation that obeying the
contract results in better outcomes than defecting. In other words, morality is a system of rules
agreed upon by rational agents who recognize that adherence to these rules serves their long-term
self-interest.

Key Concepts in Gauthier’s Morals by Agreement

To grasp the full depth of Gauthier’s theory, it’s helpful to explore some of the key concepts that
underpin his approach to morality.

Minimax Relative Concession

One of Gauthier’s most innovative contributions is the principle of minimax relative concession. This
principle addresses how to fairly distribute the benefits and burdens of cooperation. Instead of
aiming for equal outcomes, minimax relative concession focuses on minimizing the maximum
relative loss or concession any individual has to make to reach an agreement.

This approach acknowledges that perfect equality may be unrealistic or undesirable but strives to
ensure that no one is disproportionately disadvantaged by the social contract. By doing so, it
provides a rational and justifiable method for allocating resources and responsibilities within a
cooperative framework.

Morality as a Constraint on Utility Maximization

Unlike classical utilitarianism, which emphasizes maximizing overall happiness, Gauthier’s theory
views morality as a set of constraints on utility maximization. Rational agents agree to limit their
pursuit of immediate self-interest in favor of rules that guarantee mutual cooperation and long-term
benefits.

This constraint-based view recognizes the tension between individual desires and collective welfare,
suggesting that moral norms arise precisely to resolve this tension through mutually beneficial
agreements.

How Gauthier’s Morals by Agreement Influences
Modern Ethical and Political Thought

Gauthier’s contractarian approach to morality has had far-reaching implications beyond academic
philosophy. It offers a bridge between ethical theory and practical decision-making in social,



political, and economic contexts.

Applications in Political Philosophy

Gauthier’s theory provides a robust framework for understanding the legitimacy of political
authority. Governments and laws can be seen as extensions of the social contract that rational
individuals would agree to for the sake of order, security, and mutual benefit.

This perspective helps explain why citizens have moral obligations to obey laws: because these laws
are part of an agreement that sustains cooperative living. It also shapes debates on justice, rights,
and the limits of political power by grounding these concepts in rational consent.

Impact on Economic and Social Cooperation

In economics and social sciences, Gauthier’s ideas help illuminate how cooperation emerges in
competitive environments. His focus on rational agreements aligns with game theory and behavioral
economics, showing how individuals navigate conflicts of interest to achieve mutually beneficial
outcomes.

By framing morality as an agreement, Gauthier’s theory encourages policies and institutions that
foster trust, reciprocity, and fair bargaining—key elements for stable social and economic systems.

Critiques and Discussions Surrounding Morals by
Agreement

While Gauthier’s morals by agreement theory is influential, it has sparked various critiques and
discussions that enrich the philosophical dialogue.

Challenges to Rationality Assumptions

Some critics argue that Gauthier’s reliance on rational choice theory oversimplifies human
motivation. People often act out of emotion, tradition, or moral intuition rather than calculated self-
interest. This raises questions about whether all moral norms can genuinely be grounded in rational
agreements.

Concerns About Inclusivity and Power Dynamics

Another critique centers on the idea of hypothetical contracts. Skeptics suggest that agreements
made under idealized conditions may overlook real-world inequalities and power imbalances. This
can lead to moral norms that favor certain groups over others, challenging the fairness of the



contractarian approach.

Nonetheless, proponents respond by emphasizing that Gauthier’s minimax relative concession
principle seeks to address these concerns by promoting fairness within rational agreements.

Practical Insights from Gauthier’s Morals by
Agreement

Understanding david gauthier morals by agreement isn’t just an academic exercise; it offers
practical insights for everyday ethical dilemmas and social interactions.

Negotiation and Conflict Resolution: Recognizing that moral agreements arise from
rational cooperation encourages finding common ground even in disputes.

Building Trust in Communities: Emphasizing mutual benefit as the basis for morality
highlights the importance of trust and reciprocity in social relationships.

Designing Fair Policies: Policymakers can use the minimax relative concession principle to
craft rules that balance competing interests fairly.

By applying these principles, individuals and societies can foster cooperation and create moral
frameworks that are both rational and just.

---

David Gauthier’s morals by agreement offers a compelling lens through which to view morality as a
product of rational cooperation rather than mere obligation or sentiment. His work invites us to
reconsider the foundations of ethics, focusing on agreements that serve both individual interests and
collective wellbeing. Whether in philosophy, politics, or everyday life, this theory challenges us to
think about morality as a practical and dynamic process rooted in reason and mutual respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central idea of David Gauthier's 'Morals by
Agreement'?
The central idea of David Gauthier's 'Morals by Agreement' is that moral principles can be derived
from rational agreements among self-interested individuals, emphasizing that morality arises from
mutual advantage and cooperation.



How does Gauthier define morality in 'Morals by Agreement'?
Gauthier defines morality as a system of principles that individuals would agree to abide by in order
to achieve mutual benefit, constrained by rationality and the preservation of each person's
autonomy.

What role does rationality play in Gauthier's moral theory?
Rationality is fundamental in Gauthier's theory, as individuals use reason to recognize that
cooperation and adherence to certain moral constraints lead to better outcomes than purely self-
interested behavior.

How does 'Morals by Agreement' relate to social contract
theory?
'Morals by Agreement' builds on social contract theory by proposing that moral norms emerge from
rational agreements among individuals seeking to maximize their interests through cooperation
rather than through imposed authority or innate moral facts.

What is the significance of the 'Lockean Proviso' in Gauthier's
framework?
The 'Lockean Proviso' in Gauthier's framework ensures that individuals' agreements do not infringe
upon others' ability to secure sufficient resources, preserving fairness and preventing exploitation in
the moral contract.

How does Gauthier address the problem of temptation or
defections in his moral model?
Gauthier addresses defections by emphasizing the importance of credible commitments and the
concept of constrained maximization, where rational agents limit their own options to uphold
agreements and maintain cooperation.

What distinguishes Gauthier's approach from traditional
ethical theories?
Gauthier's approach is distinctive because it grounds morality in rational self-interest and agreement
rather than in intrinsic moral values, divine commands, or utilitarian calculations, highlighting the
pragmatic basis of moral norms.

Can Gauthier's 'Morals by Agreement' be applied to
contemporary ethical dilemmas?
Yes, Gauthier's framework can be applied to contemporary issues like climate change, business
ethics, and international relations by encouraging rational cooperation and agreements that benefit
all parties involved.



What criticisms have been raised against Gauthier's 'Morals
by Agreement'?
Critics argue that Gauthier's theory may overemphasize self-interest and rational calculation,
potentially neglecting altruism, moral emotions, and situations where agreement is difficult or
impossible to achieve.

Additional Resources
David Gauthier Morals by Agreement: An Analytical Review of Contractualist Ethics

david gauthier morals by agreement represents a significant philosophical endeavor to ground
ethics in rational choice and mutual agreement rather than in metaphysical or purely emotional
foundations. Gauthier’s approach, primarily articulated in his seminal work *Morals by Agreement*
(1986), offers a distinctive blend of moral philosophy and game theory, presenting a contractualist
framework where morality arises from the rational agreements of self-interested agents. This article
delves into the core ideas of Gauthier’s theory, exploring its philosophical underpinnings, practical
implications, and its position within the broader landscape of moral and political philosophy.

Understanding David Gauthier’s Morals by Agreement

David Gauthier’s *Morals by Agreement* is a pivotal contribution to contractarian ethics, an
approach that conceives morality as the outcome of a social contract among rational individuals.
Unlike traditional social contract theories that rely heavily on notions of justice or political
legitimacy, Gauthier’s theory is grounded in the concept of rational choice and mutual advantage.
He argues that moral principles are those that free, rational agents would agree upon because doing
so serves their long-term interests better than any alternative.

At its core, Gauthier’s theory introduces the idea of “constrained maximization,” where individuals
pursue their self-interest but recognize that cooperation, based on agreed-upon moral constraints,
ultimately yields better outcomes for all involved. This approach reframes morality as a system of
mutually advantageous cooperation, rather than obedience to external rules or abstract moral
duties.

The Philosophical Foundations of Morals by Agreement

Gauthier’s contractualism draws heavily on the rational choice theory prevalent in economics and
decision theory. His moral philosophy assumes that agents are rational, self-interested, and capable
of foresight. The moral contract emerges from a hypothetical bargaining process where individuals
negotiate the terms of cooperation to maximize their utility.

A key philosophical influence on Gauthier is Thomas Hobbes, particularly Hobbes’s depiction of the
“state of nature” as a condition of conflict and competition. However, Gauthier departs from Hobbes
by emphasizing that rational agents would voluntarily bind themselves to moral constraints, not out
of fear of punishment but because cooperation is mutually beneficial.



This contractualist framework challenges traditional moral theories, such as deontology and
utilitarianism, by focusing on agreement rather than intrinsic moral rules or utility maximization in
isolation. Morality, for Gauthier, is fundamentally about forming agreements that make cooperation
rational and stable.

Key Concepts in Gauthier’s Morals by Agreement

1. Constrained Maximization

Gauthier introduces the concept of constrained maximization to explain how rational agents adopt
moral principles. Unlike unrestrained maximizers who seek immediate personal gain, constrained
maximizers accept certain limitations on their behavior to facilitate long-term cooperation. This
restraint is not altruistic but strategic: abiding by moral constraints ensures reciprocal cooperation
from others, leading to better outcomes.

2. The Principle of Minimally Constrained Agreement

One of the innovative aspects of Gauthier’s theory is the principle of minimally constrained
agreement. This principle holds that moral agreements should impose the smallest necessary
constraints on individual freedom to make cooperation stable and mutually beneficial. It balances
personal liberty with the demands of social cooperation, aligning closely with liberal political
philosophy.

3. Rationality and Morality

In Gauthier’s view, morality is an extension of rationality. Agents are not expected to act against
their self-interest but to recognize that rational cooperation requires adherence to moral constraints.
This perspective links ethical behavior directly to rational decision-making processes, providing a
secular and pragmatic foundation for morality.

Comparisons to Other Ethical Theories

David Gauthier’s *Morals by Agreement* stands out in the landscape of moral philosophy by
integrating rational choice theory with contractualism. To better understand its significance, it is
useful to compare it with other prominent ethical frameworks:

Utilitarianism: While utilitarianism seeks to maximize overall happiness or utility, Gauthier
focuses on individual rational agreements that promote mutual advantage. Unlike
utilitarianism’s collective maximization, Gauthier’s approach respects individual rationality
and voluntary consent.



Kantian Ethics: Kant’s deontological ethics emphasize duty and universal moral laws derived
from reason. Gauthier’s theory, by contrast, grounds morality in contingent agreements rather
than categorical imperatives, prioritizing practical rationality over absolute moral duties.

Hobbesian Contractualism: Gauthier builds upon Hobbes’s social contract idea but replaces
the Hobbesian state-centric enforcement with a game-theoretical rationale for moral
cooperation based on rational self-interest.

This contractualist approach attempts to reconcile individual freedom with social order without
resorting to metaphysical moral claims, making it particularly appealing for contemporary analytic
philosophy and political theory.

Applications and Implications of Morals by Agreement

Gauthier’s theory has practical implications beyond abstract philosophy. By framing morality as a
system of rational agreements, it offers insights into social cooperation, political legitimacy, and
economic behavior.

1. Ethical Foundations for Political Institutions

Morals by agreement provides a philosophical rationale for political institutions based on consent
and mutual advantage. It supports liberal democratic values where individuals agree to certain
constraints to promote social order and protect rights, reflecting the principle of minimally
constrained agreement.

2. Insights into Economic Cooperation

Gauthier’s blend of game theory and ethics resonates with economic models of cooperation and
negotiation. His theory explains why individuals and organizations form contracts and alliances,
emphasizing the importance of trust and reciprocal restraint in long-term partnerships.

3. Challenges in Real-World Application

Despite its theoretical elegance, Gauthier’s framework faces challenges when applied to real-world
morality. Critics argue that the assumption of fully rational, self-interested agents is idealized and
overlooks altruism, emotions, and cultural factors. Moreover, reaching moral agreements can be
complicated by asymmetries in power and information, which Gauthier’s model does not fully
address.



Critiques and Debates Surrounding Gauthier’s Theory

David Gauthier’s *Morals by Agreement* has sparked extensive debate among philosophers,
particularly concerning its assumptions and scope.

Rationality and Self-Interest: Some critics question the emphasis on self-interest as the
basis of morality, arguing that genuine moral concern often involves empathy and altruism
beyond rational calculation.

Contractualism versus Moral Realism: Gauthier’s contractualism is sometimes seen as a
form of moral relativism, since moral principles depend on hypothetical agreements rather
than objective truths.

Practical Feasibility: The theory’s reliance on hypothetical bargaining raises concerns about
its applicability in diverse societies with conflicting interests and values.

Nevertheless, supporters praise Gauthier for providing a rigorous, coherent model that bridges
ethics and rational choice, enriching the discourse on moral philosophy.

Legacy and Influence in Contemporary Philosophy

David Gauthier’s *Morals by Agreement* remains a cornerstone in the study of contractarian ethics
and rational choice morality. Its influence extends to political philosophy, economics, and legal
theory, where concepts of mutual agreement and constrained maximization inform debates about
justice, cooperation, and institutional design.

Philosophers and theorists continue to engage with Gauthier’s ideas, refining and challenging them
to address new ethical dilemmas in a complex, interconnected world. His work exemplifies a
rationalist, secular approach to morality that remains relevant amid ongoing discussions about the
foundations of ethical behavior and social cooperation.

In summary, david gauthier morals by agreement presents a nuanced, rational foundation for
morality that emphasizes agreement, mutual benefit, and constrained self-interest. It offers a
compelling alternative to traditional moral theories, blending insights from philosophy, economics,
and decision theory in a way that continues to shape contemporary ethical thought.

David Gauthier Morals By Agreement

  david gauthier morals by agreement: Morals by Agreement David Gauthier, 1986 In this
book the author argues that moral principles are principles of rational choice. According to the usual
view of choice, a rational person selects what is likely to give the greatest expectation of value or
utility. But in many situations, if each person chooses in this way, everyone will be worse off than

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/david-gauthier-morals-by-agreement.pdf


need be. Instead, Professor Gauthier proposes a principle whereby choice is made on an agreed
basis of co-operation, rather than according to what would give the individual the greatest
expectation of value. He shows that such a principle not only ensures mutual benefit and fairness,
thus satisfying the standards of morality, but also that each person may actually expect greater
utility by adhering to morality, even though the choice did not have that end primarily in view. In
resolving what may appear to be a paradox, the author establishes morals on the firm foundation of
reason.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Symposium on David Gauthier's Morals by
Agreement Symposium on David Gauthier's Morals by Agreement, 1986
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Symposium: David Gauthier's Morals by
Agreement Christopher W. Morris, 2013
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Symposium on David Gauthier's Morals by Agreement ,
1986
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Contractarianism and Rational Choice Peter Vallentyne,
1991-02-22 David Gauthier's Morals by Agreement (1986) is the most complete and suggestive
contractarian theory of morality since the work of Rawls. In this anthology a number of prominent
moral and political philosophers offer a critical assessment of Gauthier's theory and its three main
projects: developing a contractarian foundation for morality, defending a theory of rational choice,
and supporting the claim that rationality requires one to keep one's agreements. An introduction
sets out Gauthier's project, while Gauthier himself has the last word, responding to the critiques.
This collection will interest moral and political philosophers, social theorists, and specialists in the
philosophy and theory of law as well as management sciences.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Moral Dealing David Gauthier, 2019-05-15 David
Gauthier is one of the most outstanding and influential philosophers working in moral theory today,
and his book Morals by Agreement (1986) has established him as a preeminent defender of
contractarian moral theory. This volume brings together a selection of his best essays on
contractarianism, many of which have become difficult to find.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Modern Social Contract Theory Albert Weale,
2020-06-10 Modern Social Contract Theory provides an exposition and evaluation of major work in
social contract theory from 1950 to the present. It locates the central themes of that theory in the
intellectual legacy of utilitarianism, particularly the problems of defining principles of justice and of
showing the grounds of moral obligation. It demonstrates how theorists responded in a novel way to
the dilemmas articulated in utilitarianism, developing in their different approaches a constructivist
method in ethics, a method that aimed to vindicate a liberal, democratic and just political order. A
distinctive feature of the book is its comparative approach. By placing the works of Barry, Buchanan
and Tullock, Harsanyi, Gauthier, Grice, Rawls, and Scanlon alongside one another, similarities and
differences are brought out, most notably in the way in which principles are derived by each author
from the contractual construction as well as the extent to which the obligation to adopt those
principles can be rationally grounded. Each theory is placed in its particular intellectual context.
Special attention is paid to the contrasting theories of rationality adopted by the different authors,
whether that be utility theory or a deliberative conception of rationality, with the intention of
assessing how far the principles advanced can be justified by reference to the hypothetical choices
of rational contracting agents. The book concludes with a discussion of some principal objections to
the enterprise of contract theory, and offers its own programme for the future of that theory taking
the form of the empirical method.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: The Social Contract from Hobbes to Rawls David
Boucher, Paul Kelly, 2003-09-02 First published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Morals by Agreement David P. Gauthier, 1986 Are
moral principles actually principles of rational choice? Starting from the view that it is rational
always to choose what will give one the greatest expectation of value or utility--and the common



counter-claim that this procedure, applied in many situations, will actually leave peopleworse off
than need be--Gauthier instead proposes a principle of cooperation whereby each must choose in
accordance with a principle to which all can agree. He shows that not only does such a principle
ensure mutual benefit and fairness, but also that each person may expect greater utility fromactually
adhering to a morality based on it, even though his other choice did not have that specific end
primarily in view. In resolving what may appear to be a paradox, he establishes morals on the
foundation of reason.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: The Moral Skeptic Anita M. Superson, 2009-03-13
Anita Superson challenges the traditional picture of the skeptic who asks, Why be moral? While
holding that the skeptic's position is important, she builds an argument against it by understanding
it more deeply, and then shows what it would take to successfully defeat it. Superson argues that we
must defeat not only the action skeptic, but the disposition skeptic, who denies that being morally
disposed is rationally required, and the motive skeptic, who believes that merely going through the
motions in acting morally is rationally permissible. We also have to address the amoralist, who is not
moved by moral reasons he recognizes. Superson argues for expanding the skeptic's position from
self-interest to privilege to include morally unjustified behavior targeting disenfranchised social
groups, as well as revising the traditional expected utility model to exclude desires deformed by
patriarchy as irrational. Lastly she argues that the challenge can be answered if it can be shown that
it is, in an important way, inconsistent and therefore irrational to privilege oneself over others. The
Moral Skeptic makes an important contribution to both metaethics/moral theory and feminist
philosophy, and brings feminist thinking into the larger discussion of the skeptical challenge.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Moral Contract Theory and Social Cognition Peter
Timmerman, 2014-03-10 This interdisciplinary work draws on research from psychology and
behavioral economics to evaluate the plausibility of moral contract theory. In a compelling manner
with implications for moral theory more broadly, the author’s novel approach resolves a number of
key contingencies in contractarianism and contractualism. Acting in accordance with principles that
we could all agree to under certain conditions requires that agents are capable of taking up the
perspectives of others. Research in social and developmental psychology shows just how challenging
this can be. The author discusses in detail what implications findings on perspective-taking have for
contract theory. He concludes with cautious optimism that, despite our limitations, it lies within our
power to become better at perspective-taking and to adopt a contractarian or contractualist mode of
moral thinking. This does however require us to be much more attentive to the standpoints of others
than we tend to be. Contract theorists also assume that agents can be moved to comply with
principles that would be the object of agreement, with some arguing they can be so moved out of
their own interest. The book show that, in contrast to the suspicion of many philosophers, this idea is
largely supported by research on the dynamics of trust and our ability to distinguish trustworthy
from untrustworthy others. Bringing a welcome dose of realism to the debate on contract theory, the
author shows the value of assessing moral theories from an empirical perspective.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: The Moral Wager Malcolm Murray, 2007-05-05 In the
following chapters, I offer an evolutionary account of morality and from that extrapolate a version of
contractarianism I call consent theory. Game theory helps to highlight the evolution of morality as a
resolution of interpersonal conflicts under strategic negotiation. It is this emphasis on strategic
negotiation that underwrites the idea of consent. Consent theory differs from other contractarian
models by abandoning reliance on rational self-interest in favour of evolutionary adaptation. From
this, more emphasis will be placed on consent as natural convergence rather than consent as an
idealization. My picture of contractarianism, then, ends up looking more like the relativist model
offered by Harman, rather than the rational (or pseudo-rational) model offered by Gauthier, let alone
the Kantian brands of Rawls or Scanlon. So at least some of my discussion will dwell on why it is no
loss to abandon hope for the universal, categorical morality that rational models promise. In the
introduction, I offer the betting analogy that underwrites the remaining picture. There are some bets
where the expected utility is positive, though the odds of winning on this particular occasion are



exceedingly low. In such cases, we cannot hope to give an argument that taking the bet is rational.
The only thing we can say is that those predisposed to take this kind of bet on these kinds of
occasions will do better than those with other dispositions, so long as such games occur often
enough.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: From Rationality to Equality James P. Sterba,
2013-02-14 James P. Sterba offers something that philosophers have long sought: an argument
showing that morality is rationally required. Furthermore he argues that morality requires
substantial equality. Even libertarian perspectives, which would seem to require minimal
enforcement of morality, are shown to lead to a requirement of equality.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Contract Ethics Howard Kahane, 1995 Recent
theorists have suggested that human altruism toward non-family members evolved because of the
tremendous benefits of reciprocity. Developing further the notion that evolutionary theory can help
to explain moral sentiments, Howard Kahane proposes that a sense of fair play is essential to ethics
and argues that moral obligation, too narrowly construed, prevents us from living rationally. He
brings his account of fair play to bear on the ethics of various domains of social life including
friendship, taxes, civil rights, and nation states.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: David Hume on Morals, Politics, and Society David
Hume, 2018-10-23 A compact and accessible edition of Hume’s political and moral writings with
essays by a distinguished set of contributors A key figure of the Scottish Enlightenment, David Hume
was a major influence on thinkers ranging from Kant and Schopenhauer to Einstein and Popper, and
his writings continue to be deeply relevant today. With four essays by leading Hume scholars
exploring his complex intellectual legacy, this volume presents an overview of Hume’s moral,
political, and social philosophy. Editors Angela Coventry and Andrew Valls bring together a selection
of writings from Hume’s most important works, with contributors placing them in their appropriate
context and offering a lively discourse on the relevance of Hume’s thought to contemporary subjects
like reason’s dependence on emotion and the importance of social convention in political and
economic behavior. Perfect for classroom use, this volume is an invaluable companion for anyone
studying an important thinker who advanced the development of moral philosophy, economics,
cognitive science, and many other fields of the Western tradition.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Setting the Moral Compass Cheshire Calhoun, 2004
'Setting the Moral Compass' brings together the (largely unpublished) writings of 19 women moral
philosophers whose work has contributed to the 're-setting of the compass' of moral philosophy since
the 1980s.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Liberty, Games and Contracts Malcolm Murray,
2016-05-06 Jan Narveson is one of the most significant contemporary defenders of the libertarian
political position. Unlike other libertarians who typically defend their view with reference to natural
rights or an appeal to utilitarianism, Narveson's main contribution has been to offer a philosophical
defence of libertarianism based on a Hobbesian individualist contractarian ethic. Critiques of
Narveson's contractarian libertarianism fall into three categories, those that reject contractarian
moral theory, those that reject any link between contractarianism and libertarianism and those that
accuse libertarians of conflating liberty with property. In this book Malcolm Murray brings together
the most significant of Narveson's critics and presents their work alongside replies by Jan Narveson.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Strategic Justice Peter Vanderschraaf, 2019 The
author defends the ancient claim that justice is at bottom a body of social conventions. Recent
analytical and empirical concepts and results from the social sciences together with insights and
arguments of past masters of moral and political philosophy are integrated into a new
game-theoretic conventionalist analysis of justice.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Morality James P. Sterba, 2018-05-04 This book invites
philosophers and their students to consider two of the most fundamental questions in moral and
political philosophy: Why be moral? And, what does morality require? Distinguished philosopher
James P. Sterba presents his unique views on these topics. Sterba first argues from rationality to



morality and then from morality to substantial equality. Prominent scholars Charles W. Mills,
Candace A. Vogler, Anita Superson, Russ Shafer-Landau, Allan F. Gibbard, Gerald Gaus, and Tibor
Machan provide thought-provoking critical responses. In the final part, Sterba addresses these
critiques, inviting readers to explore the various arguments and reach their own conclusions on
these fundamental questions of moral and political philosophy. Morality: The Why and What of It is
an essential text for all students and scholars of ethics and political philosophy.
  david gauthier morals by agreement: Demands of Citizenship Catriona McKinnon, Iain
Hampsher-Monk, 2004-12-30 Since the seventeenth century liberal thinkers have been interested in
the rights of individuals and their capacities to engage as free equals in the political activity of their
community. However, as many in the republican tradition have noted, the maintenance of certain
types of communities - predicated on broadly shared ethical expectations, modes of communication
and patterns of activity - is a precondition of the meaningful exercise of citizenship rights.This
volume presents essays from many of the major names in the field, exploring citizenship from a fresh
perspective. After two decades of strident individualism, in the light of claims that the liberal
democratic state is under threat of collapse from the forces of globalization, and in the midst of a
theoretical debate about the possible and desirable limits of individual autonomy, they argue that it
is high time to go beyond the standard concern of what can be ascribed to citizens. We must ask
what should be demanded of them, in the name of the protection of liberty, equality and stability.
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