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Catacombs of Rome History: Unveiling the Underground Labyrinth of Ancient Faith

Catacombs of Rome history is a fascinating journey beneath the bustling streets of the
Eternal City, where ancient tunnels and burial chambers tell stories of faith, art, and
resilience. These subterranean passages, carved deep into the soft volcanic rock, have
captivated historians, archaeologists, and travelers for centuries. They offer a unique
glimpse into early Christian life and death, reflecting the cultural and religious dynamics
of Rome from the 2nd to the 5th centuries AD.

The Origins of the Catacombs in Rome

The catacombs of Rome were primarily developed as underground burial sites for
Christians and Jews during a time when public burials within the city limits were
prohibited. This law, rooted in Roman customs and sanitation concerns, necessitated the
establishment of cemeteries outside the city walls. The word "catacomb" itself derives
from the Latin "catacumba," meaning “near the quarries,” indicating the proximity of
these burial grounds to the ancient stone quarries around Rome.

Why Were the Catacombs Necessary?

In ancient Rome, cremation was the prevalent method of dealing with the dead. However,
early Christians, following Jewish traditions, preferred burial over burning. This
preference created a need for dedicated burial sites that could accommodate their
religious requirements and provide dignity to the deceased. The catacombs met this need
by offering a complex network of tunnels where bodies could be interred safely and
respectfully.

The Role of Persecution in Shaping the Catacombs

The early Christians faced intermittent persecution under Roman authorities, especially
before Emperor Constantine's Edict of Milan in 313 AD, which granted religious tolerance.
The catacombs served a dual purpose during these turbulent times: they were not only
burial sites but also places of refuge and secret worship. The labyrinthine passages
allowed Christians to gather discreetly, celebrate the Eucharist, and commemorate
martyrs away from the prying eyes of Roman officials.

Architecture and Layout of the Roman Catacombs

The catacombs are marvels of ancient engineering and artistry. Carved from tufa, a soft



volcanic stone, these underground cemeteries extend for miles beneath Rome's surface.
Their design reflects both practical and symbolic considerations, blending functionality
with spiritual significance.

Structure and Design Features

Typically, catacombs consist of narrow corridors lined with niches called loculi, where
bodies were placed. Larger family tombs, called cubicula, provided space for more
elaborate burials and often featured frescoes and inscriptions. Some sections include
arcosolia—arched recesses used for sarcophagi.

Ventilation shafts and staircases were ingeniously integrated to provide air circulation and
access. The multi-level layout helped maximize space underground. This complex network
was often expanded over generations, resulting in sprawling labyrinths that today stretch
for hundreds of kilometers.

Art and Symbolism in the Catacombs

One of the most compelling aspects of the catacombs is the rich iconography found on the
walls and ceilings. Early Christians used symbols such as the fish (ichthys), anchor, and
dove to represent their faith discreetly. Frescoes depicted biblical scenes, including the
Good Shepherd, the Last Supper, and the resurrection, providing comfort and hope in the
face of death.

These artistic expressions are invaluable for understanding early Christian theology and
worship practices. They also reveal a syncretism where pagan motifs were adapted to
convey Christian meanings, reflecting the transitional nature of Roman society.

Famous Catacombs and Their Historical
Importance

Rome hosts several significant catacombs, each with its unique history and features.
Exploring these sites offers a tangible connection to the past and deepens one’s
appreciation of early Christian heritage.

Catacombs of San Callisto (St. Callixtus)

Perhaps the most famous, the Catacombs of San Callisto served as the official cemetery of
the Church of Rome in the 3rd century. It contains the Crypt of the Popes, where several
early popes were buried. The site is renowned for its extensive galleries and the quality of
its frescoes, which provide insight into early Christian art and burial customs.



Catacombs of San Sebastiano

Located along the ancient Appian Way, the Catacombs of San Sebastiano are notable for
housing the tomb of St. Sebastian, a martyr venerated by Christians. This site also
includes a small basilica built above the catacombs, illustrating the transition from
underground worship spaces to above-ground churches as Christianity gained acceptance.

Catacombs of Priscilla

Known as the “Queen of the Catacombs,” Priscilla’s catacombs are celebrated for their
exquisite frescoes, including some of the earliest known depictions of the Virgin Mary.
This site provides valuable insights into the role of women in early Christian communities
and the evolution of religious iconography.

The Catacombs’ Role in Modern Rome

Today, the catacombs are not just archaeological treasures but also pilgrimage
destinations and educational resources. They attract millions of visitors who seek to
understand the roots of Christianity and the history of Rome.

Preservation and Challenges

Preserving the catacombs is a complex task. The delicate frescoes and fragile structures
require constant monitoring to protect against environmental damage, vandalism, and the
impact of tourism. Conservation efforts involve collaboration between historians,
archaeologists, and local authorities to ensure these underground marvels endure for
future generations.

Visiting the Catacombs: Tips for Travelers

For those interested in exploring the catacombs, guided tours are highly recommended to
appreciate the historical context and avoid getting lost in the maze-like tunnels. Visitors
should wear comfortable shoes and be prepared for cool, damp conditions underground.
Photography is often restricted to preserve the artwork, so bringing a good memory and a
notebook might be more rewarding than relying on pictures.

The Lasting Legacy of Rome’s Catacombs

The catacombs of Rome stand as silent witnesses to a pivotal era when Christianity
emerged from the shadows to shape Western civilization. Their history is intertwined with



stories of faith, persecution, artistry, and community. By studying these subterranean
cemeteries, we gain a deeper understanding of early Christian life and death, as well as
the broader cultural transformations of ancient Rome.

Whether you are a history enthusiast, a religious pilgrim, or a curious traveler, the
catacombs offer a profound connection to the past. Walking through those ancient
corridors, one can almost hear the whispers of prayers and the echoes of lives lived with
hope and conviction beneath the city that continues to inspire the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Catacombs of Rome?
The Catacombs of Rome are ancient underground burial sites located beneath the city of
Rome, used primarily by early Christians and Jews from the 2nd to the 5th centuries AD.

Why were the Catacombs of Rome created?
The Catacombs were created due to the need for burial spaces outside the city walls, as
Roman law prohibited burials within the city. Early Christians also used them as safe
places to bury their dead and practice their faith secretly.

How many Catacombs are there in Rome?
There are over 60 known Catacombs in Rome, with some of the most famous being the
Catacombs of San Callisto, San Sebastiano, and Priscilla.

What types of art and inscriptions are found in the
Catacombs of Rome?
The Catacombs feature early Christian frescoes, symbols such as the fish and anchor,
epitaphs, and inscriptions in Latin and Greek that provide insights into early Christian
beliefs and practices.

Who were some notable figures buried in the Catacombs
of Rome?
Several early Christian martyrs and popes, such as Saint Callixtus and Saint Sebastian,
are believed to have been buried in the Catacombs of Rome.

How did the Catacombs of Rome influence Christian
burial practices?
The Catacombs set a precedent for Christian burial customs by emphasizing respect for
the dead, use of symbols, and communal burial spaces, influencing later Christian
cemeteries and rituals.



Are the Catacombs of Rome open to the public today?
Yes, many of the Catacombs of Rome are open to visitors and tourists, offering guided
tours that showcase their historical, religious, and artistic significance.

Additional Resources
Catacombs of Rome History: Unveiling the Subterranean Chronicles of the Eternal City

catacombs of rome history reveals an intricate tapestry of religious, cultural, and social
narratives etched beneath the bustling streets of one of the world’s oldest cities. These
underground burial sites not only serve as silent witnesses to early Christian communities
but also encapsulate centuries of Roman tradition, artistry, and funerary practices.
Exploring the catacombs provides a profound glimpse into the intersection of faith,
survival, and societal transformation within ancient Rome.

The Origins and Historical Context of the
Catacombs of Rome

The catacombs of Rome originated during the late Republic and early Imperial periods,
roughly between the 2nd and 5th centuries AD. Initially developed as subterranean
cemeteries, these tunnels addressed practical concerns—primarily the scarcity and high
cost of land for burials within the city walls. Roman law prohibited burial within the city
limits, prompting the development of these extensive underground necropolises along the
ancient roads radiating from Rome.

Early Christian communities, often marginalized and persecuted, found refuge in these
catacombs, which became more than mere burial places. They evolved into sacred spaces
for worship, commemoration, and clandestine gatherings. The catacombs thus represent
not only a funerary practice but also an emblem of resilience and identity for early
Christians during periods of Roman oppression.

Geographical Distribution and Architectural Features

The catacombs are predominantly located along the Via Appia Antica, Via Latina, Via
Aurelia, and Via Ostiensis, among other ancient Roman roads. Some of the most famous
include the Catacombs of San Callisto, San Sebastiano, Priscilla, and Domitilla. These
underground labyrinths extend for hundreds of kilometers, with multiple levels carved into
soft volcanic tuff, facilitating excavation and preservation.

Architecturally, the catacombs consist of narrow galleries, burial niches (loculi), arcosolia
(arched recesses), and cubicula (small family tombs). Many chambers are adorned with
frescoes, inscriptions, and symbols — such as the fish, anchor, and Good Shepherd — that
carry significant Christian iconography. These artistic elements provide invaluable data
for historians studying the evolution of early Christian art and theology.



Religious and Cultural Significance

The catacombs played a pivotal role in shaping the religious landscape of Rome. Beyond
serving as burial grounds, they doubled as venues for liturgical ceremonies, especially
during times when Christianity was illegal. The presence of chapels and martyr shrines
within the catacombs underscores their importance as places of pilgrimage and
veneration.

Moreover, the catacombs offer insight into Roman funerary customs and the syncretism
between pagan and Christian practices. For instance, some catacomb art incorporates
Roman motifs adapted to Christian themes, illustrating the gradual cultural transition as
Christianity gained prominence.

Catacombs as a Reflection of Social Hierarchies

Analysis of burial patterns within the catacombs reveals social stratification. Wealthier
families secured private cubicula with elaborate frescoes, while poorer individuals were
interred in simpler niches. The inscriptions often include names, epitaphs, and
professions, providing data on demographics, literacy, and social status within early
Christian communities.

Preservation Challenges and Archaeological
Discoveries

Maintaining the catacombs presents unique challenges due to their age, fragility, and
environmental factors such as humidity and pollution. Conservation efforts have
intensified since the 19th century when systematic archaeological excavations began.
These explorations have unearthed invaluable artifacts, including sarcophagi, inscriptions,
and relics attributed to saints and martyrs.

Notably, the discovery of the Catacomb of Priscilla unveiled some of the earliest known
Christian frescoes, dating back to the 2nd century AD. These images are crucial for
understanding the iconographic development of Christian art and the community’s self-
representation during persecution.

The Role of Modern Technology in Catacomb Studies

Advancements such as 3D laser scanning and ground-penetrating radar have
revolutionized the study and preservation of the catacombs. These technologies allow
archaeologists to map and analyze subterranean networks without intrusive excavation,
minimizing damage to fragile structures. Furthermore, digital reconstructions help
scholars and the public visualize ancient burial practices and the spatial complexity of the
catacombs.



The Catacombs’ Impact on Contemporary Culture
and Tourism

Today, the catacombs of Rome attract scholars, religious pilgrims, and tourists alike. Their
mystique and historical significance have made them a staple in cultural heritage tours
and religious itineraries. However, this popularity demands careful management to
balance accessibility with preservation.

From a cultural standpoint, the catacombs inspire literature, film, and art that explore
themes of mortality, faith, and history. The ongoing study and public engagement with
these sites ensure that the catacombs remain vibrant symbols of Rome’s layered past.

Pros and Cons of Catacomb Tourism

Pros: Educational value, preservation funding through tourism revenues, increased
global awareness of early Christian history.

Cons: Potential physical degradation due to foot traffic, environmental stress on
fragile frescoes, risk of commercialization overshadowing historical integrity.

Encouraging responsible tourism and investing in sustainable preservation strategies are
critical to maintaining the catacombs’ integrity for future generations.

The catacombs of Rome continue to serve as profound historical archives, offering a
subterranean narrative that complements the grandeur of the city above. Their layered
stories of faith, artistry, and community resilience endure beneath the surface, inviting
ongoing exploration and reverence.

Catacombs Of Rome History

  catacombs of rome history: The Christian Catacombs of Rome Vincenzo Fiocchi Nicolai,
Fabrizio Bisconti, Danilo Mazzoleni, 1999 This volume deals with the Christian catacombs of Rome
and presents the current state of research and knowledge concerning these extraordinary
monuments that provide the most tangible and eloquent testimony of early Christianity. This volume
is intended to represent the official publication on the Christian catacombs of Rome, prepared
directly by members of the Pontificia Commissione di Archeologia Sacra. Through association with
this commission, it has been possible to publish the most recent and up to date graphic and
photographic documentation of the excavations and restorations carried out in the last few years in
preparation for the Great Jubilee Year of 2000. It should be a useful and valuable didactic tool for
visiting the catacombs of Rome, that, as the Holy Father has noted on numerous occasions,
represent manditory destinations for all the pilgrims who will come to Rome in the year 2000 from
all over the world. - Introduction.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/catacombs-of-rome-history.pdf


  catacombs of rome history: The Catacombs of Rome John Harvey Treat, 1907
  catacombs of rome history: The Roman Catacombs Charles River Charles River Editors,
Charles River, 2017-07-19 *Includes pictures *Includes online resources and a bibliography for
further reading An inexplicable draft of wind dances across the dirt floors of the narrow passageway,
which seems to stretch on with no end. The flickering flames of the torches mounted onto the rough,
sandpaper-like walls of stone create eerie shadows on the dirt floors. One can hear the disembodied
whispers intermingling with the chill of the musty air, prompting the hair on many people's arms to
raise. Logically speaking, this is nothing more than the trick of the mind, but the whispers
unquestionably feel tangible and real, especially considering the visitor is in the company of
thousands upon thousands of corpses stacked onto the walls from floor to ceiling. This kind of
imagery is often what springs to mind at the mention of the Roman catacombs, but there was so
much more to these underground cemeteries. As Roman law forbade its citizens from burying their
dead within the city walls, the roads of the Appian Way became dotted with, and later completely
flanked by tombs of all sizes. Those from the upper echelons of society constructed extravagant
tombs and magnificent mausoleums for their families and future descendants. There were tombs and
sepulchers of every sort, from tumulus constellations, which were round mounds that rose from the
ground, to boxy temples, and clusters of miniature pyramids. Next to every tomb was a milestone
marker with the distance to the nearest town engraved on the stone slab. Some of these tombs - or
what is left of them - continue to stand in their original sites today. One of the more renowned tombs
was that of noblewoman Cecilia Metella, whose mausoleum was later converted to a fortress that
featured an enormous cylindrical tower with double-winged crenellations. Another was the resting
place of the Rabirii family, which is located close to the 5th Roman mile of the Appian Way. What
remains of this once-handsome memorial is a monument with the faded busts of the Rabirii
patriarchs and the goddess, Isis. Since the bulk of the first Christians were slaves and those from the
bottom tiers of society, only a handful could spare the price of these grandiose burial places. This
was precisely what led the first Christians to take spade to hand and drive it into the earth, creating
the first Christian catacombs of Rome. The first Christian catacombs, which began as primitive,
single-leveled chambers, were modeled after the Jewish catacombs of Rome. The Jewish catacombs,
which had existed for at least a full century before the Christian counterparts, were the first to be
built on Roman soil, but theirs was an idea that was far from original. Historians are now positive
that the world's first catacombs originated in the Middle East some 6,000 years ago. There, the
bones of the dead were placed neatly into chests called ossuaries during the second burial, and
stored within their settlements. With urbanization, these ossuaries were transferred to natural or
man-made underground caves, which could be entered through a narrow, vertical passageway. The
Roman Catacombs: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Famous Burial Grounds
journeys through the origins of these necropolises, their development throughout the years, and the
period of rediscovery that put these subterranean cemeteries on the map. Along with pictures
depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Roman catacombs like never
before.
  catacombs of rome history: The Roman Catacombs James Spencer NORTHCOTE, 1859
  catacombs of rome history: The Roman Catacombs James Spencer Northcote, 2009-04 This
scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting,
preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are
true to the original work.
  catacombs of rome history: Christian Rome Philippe Pergola, Francesca Severini, Palmira
Maria Barbini, 2000 The catacombs -- including several labyrinthine burial grounds and
underground places of worship -- along with numerous Roman churches and basilicas are depicted
with overlays that show how they look today and how they likely appeared in early Christian times.
  catacombs of rome history: The Roman Catacombs Rev. James Spencer Northcote,



2017-02-23 Enter into the shadows of the Roman catacombs where early Christians attended Mass
and hid in fear from Roman soldiers seeking their death for refusing to renounce the Christian Faith.
You’ll read dramatic acts of faith and courage as Fr. James Spencer Northcote, the world-renowned
19th-century expert on the catacombs, relates the intense belowground life of the catacombs. For
over three centuries, Christians buried their dead in often elaborate crypts hollowed out for them
underground by fossors — designated diggers whose status was just below that of deacons and
priests. With scores of maps and illustrations in these pages, you’ll see that the architecture of many
crypts was as elaborate as buildings above-ground, creating under the streets and fields of Rome a
second-city—indeed, a Christian city in the very heart of pagan Rome—graced with broad
underground tunnels and large rooms where assemblies could be held. In good times and in bad,
during peace and during persecutions, the catacombs were central to the vibrant life of the early
Church, whose history is here retold from its creation to its eventual decline, loss, and then,
hundreds of years later, its rediscovery.
  catacombs of rome history: The Catacombs of Rome and Their Testimony Relative to Primitive
Christianity William Henry Withrow, 2020-09-28 The present work, it is hoped, will supply a want
long felt in the literature of the Catacombs. That literature, it is true, is very voluminous; but it is for
the most part locked up in rare and costly folios in foreign languages, and inaccessible to the
general reader. Recent discoveries have refuted some of the theories and corrected many of the
statements of previous books in English on this subject; and the present volume is the only one in
which the latest results of exploration are fully given, and interpreted from a Protestant point of
view. The writer has endeavored to illustrate the subject by frequent pagan sepulchral inscriptions,
and by citations from the writings of the Fathers, which often throw much light on the condition of
early Christian society. The value of the work is greatly enhanced, it is thought, by the addition of
many hundreds of early Christian inscriptions carefully translated, a very large proportion of which
have never before appeared in English. Those only who have given some attention to epigraphical
studies can conceive the difficulty of this part of the work. The defacements of time, and frequently
the original imperfection of the inscriptions and the ignorance of their writers, demand the utmost
carefulness to avoid errors of interpretation. The writer has been fortunate in being assisted by the
veteran scholarship of the Rev. Dr. McCaul, well known in both Europe and America as one of the
highest living authorities in epigraphical science, under whose critical revision most of the
translations have passed. Through the enterprise of the publishers this work is more copiously
illustrated, from original and other sources, than any other work on the subject in the language; thus
giving more correct and vivid impressions of the unfamiliar scenes and objects delineated than is
possible by any mere verbal description. References are given, in the foot-notes, to the principal
authorities quoted, but specific acknowledgment should here be made of the authorÕs indebtedness
to the Cavaliere De RossiÕs Roma Sotterranea and Inscriptiones Christian¾, by far the most
important works on this fascinating but difficult subject. Believing that the testimony of the
Catacombs exhibits, more strikingly than any other evidence, the immense contrast between
primitive Christianity and modern Romanism, the author thinks no apology necessary for the
somewhat polemical character of portions of this book which illustrate that fact. He trusts that it will
be found a contribution of some value to the historical defense of the truth against the corruptions
and innovations of Popish error.
  catacombs of rome history: Foucault’s Heterotopia in Christian Catacombs E. Smith,
2014-10-16 The catacombs of Rome have captured imaginations for centuries. This innovative study
takes a fresh look at these underground spaces, and considers how art, space, texts, and practices
can tell us more about the catacombs and the people who dug and decorated them.
  catacombs of rome history: The Martyr of the Catacombs Anonymous, 2012-12-12 Told
through fictional characters, Martyr of the Catacombs will help the reader understand the history of
the early church and the severe persecution it experienced.
  catacombs of rome history: The Catacombs of Rome: & a History of the Tombs of the
Apostles Peter & Paul, with Notes and Illustrations Anonymous, 2015-08-08



  catacombs of rome history: A History of All Nations , 1902
  catacombs of rome history: The Catacombs of Rome, and a History of the Tombs of the
Apostles Peter and Paul (1907) John Harvey Treat, 2009-05 This scarce antiquarian book is a
facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain imperfections such as marks,
notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work is culturally important, we
have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the
world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the original work.
  catacombs of rome history: The Catacombs of Rome and Paris Charles River Editors,
2019-09-11 *Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further reading An inexplicable draft of
wind dances across the dirt floors of the narrow passageway, which seems to stretch on with no end.
The flickering flames of the torches mounted onto the rough, sandpaper-like walls of stone create
eerie shadows on the dirt floors. One can hear the disembodied whispers intermingling with the chill
of the musty air, prompting the hair on many people's arms to raise. Logically speaking, this is
nothing more than the trick of the mind, but the whispers unquestionably feel tangible and real,
especially considering the visitor is in the company of thousands upon thousands of corpses stacked
onto the walls from floor to ceiling. This kind of imagery is often what springs to mind at the mention
of the Roman catacombs, but there was so much more to these underground cemeteries. In the late
18th century, as political unrest stirred in the heart of Paris, local residents of the neighborhoods
surrounding the city's urban cemeteries faced a pressing crisis: the putrefying stink of rotting
corpses, many of which were likely friends and family members, crept into every house and business
due to overflowing burial grounds. The city's population had long since outgrown its centuries-old
cemeteries, and mass graves packed tightly with corpses lay open for months at a time, sometimes
upwards of a year, as they waited for more bodies to join. Before long, over-filled charnel houses
spilled bones into their neighboring churches. During and after the Enlightenment, science was a
popular tool, and many began to question the potential health detriments that such ongoing decay
might bring. With growing concerns and rising complaints, the anciens regime of France took steps
to begin the long process of transferring old bones from charnel houses and old graves into the miles
of tunnels beneath the city streets, now known as the Paris Catacombs. As the French government
engaged in this initial step, however, a revolution broke out across the country, initially bringing
moderate change before transitioning into a brutal Reign of Terror by the revolutionaries. The chaos
would witness a frightened return to a more moderate republic, and finally the rise of Napoleon
Bonaparte, yet throughout all of this upheaval, the topic of burial reform in Paris remained pressing
and the conversation began to shift from merely a practical issue of space and health to a discussion
that included legislators, priests, moralists, and everyday citizens. Put simply, the newly formed
government had to decide what to do with the dead, no matter the politics. The Catacombs of Rome
and Paris: The History and Legacy of Europe's Most Famous Ossuaries examines the origins of these
necropolises, their development throughout the years, and the period of rediscovery that put these
subterranean cemeteries on the map. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and
events, you will learn about the Roman and Parisian catacombs like never before.
  catacombs of rome history: In the Shadow of the Caesars: Jewish Life in Roman Italy
Samuele Rocca, 2022-09-19 The main contribution of this book is that it tries to determine how the
Jews answered the challenges of Roman society. Thus, the book presents a refreshing approach to
the nature of the Roman attitude toward Judaism and the Jews. In addition, it provides the first
detailed examination of the demography and geography of the Jewish communities in Roman Italy.
The book also offers a new look at the legal standing of the Jewish communitarian organization. Last
but not least, this study also addresses the various facets of the culture of the Jews living in Roman
Italy.
  catacombs of rome history: A History of All Nations from the Earliest Times , 1905
  catacombs of rome history: A New Universal History of the Religious Rites, Ceremonies
and Customs, of the Whole World, Or, A Complete and Impartial View of All the Religions
in the Various Nations of the Universe, Both Ancient and Modern, from the Creation Down



to the Present Time ... William Hurd, 1814
  catacombs of rome history: History of the Christian Church Philip Schaff, 2024-05-29
Reprint of the original, first published in 1884.
  catacombs of rome history: Tombs and Catacombs of the Appian Way (History of Cremation)
Olinto L. Spadoni, 1892
  catacombs of rome history: A History of All Nations: Pflugk-Harttung, J. A. G. von. The early
middle ages , 1902
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persecution of Decius, middle of the
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Synod Delegates Make a Pilgrimage to Rome’s Catacombs (National Catholic Register1y)
Hundreds of delegates took a break from their discussions of synodality to visit the catacombs of St.
Sebastian and St. Callistus located on Rome’s ancient Appian Way on Oct. 12. Synod of Synodality
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Vatican to open museums, catacombs, share Christian history in celebration of European
Heritage Day (Catholic News Agency20y) The Vatican announced today that it will once again take
part in the annual "European Heritage Day", on September 25th, and will open all Vatican museums
and Roman catacombs to the public for free
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Catacombs Around the World: Paris, NYC, London, Rome (Untapped Cities12y) Paris may be
most famous for its catacombs, explored officially by tourists in some areas, illicitly by “cataphiles”
in others, but did you know that catacombs exist all around the world, including in
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The Catacombs of Rome (The Atlantic3y) A MAGAZINE OF LITERATURE, ART, AND POLITICS.
VOL. I.—MARCH, 1858.—NO. V. -parti elette Di Roma, che son state cimitero Alla milizia che Pietro
seguette. PAHADISO, C. ix. “ROMA SOTTERRANEA,”—the
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