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Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky: Exploring History Through Fiction

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky is a captivating historical novel that delves into one of
the darkest periods of early American history—the Salem witch trials. Kathryn Lasky, known for her
ability to weave rich historical details with compelling storytelling, invites readers to journey back to
the late 17th century, offering a poignant exploration of fear, superstition, and the resilience of the
human spirit.

If you're drawn to historical fiction, especially narratives that illuminate lesser-known facets of
American colonial life, beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky is a must-read. This novel not only
paints a vivid picture of the era but also brings to life characters who grapple with the consequences
of mass hysteria and injustice.

Unpacking Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky:
A Glimpse into Salem’s Turmoil

The novel is set against the backdrop of Salem, Massachusetts, during the infamous witchcraft trials
of 1692. Beyond merely recounting the events, Lasky focuses on personal stories that highlight the
emotional and psychological toll on individuals and families. The narrative centers on a young
protagonist whose life is irrevocably changed by the accusations and paranoia that swept through
Salem.

By focusing on a young heroine, Kathryn Lasky makes the historical events accessible and relatable,
especially for younger readers or those new to this period of history. The interplay between historical
fact and fictional narrative allows readers to immerse themselves in the setting, understanding not
just what happened but why and how people felt.

The Historical Context Behind the Story

Understanding the Salem witch trials is crucial to appreciating beyond the burning time by kathryn
lasky. In 1692, a wave of fear and superstition led to the accusation, trial, and execution of many
residents of Salem for allegedly practicing witchcraft. The trials were fueled by religious fanaticism,
political tensions, and social rivalries.

Lasky, through meticulous research, integrates these historical elements authentically into her story.
The book sheds light on the Puritanical beliefs that dominated the community, the role of the church,
and how fear can escalate into tragic consequences. Readers gain insights into the dangers of mass
hysteria and the importance of critical thinking.



Character Development and Themes in Beyond the
Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky

One of the standout features of beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky is the depth of character
development. The protagonist’s journey is not just about surviving the witch trials but also about self-
discovery, courage, and the fight for justice in an unjust system.

The Protagonist’s Inner Conflict

The young heroine wrestles with the tension between fear and hope, truth and betrayal. Her
perspective provides an intimate look at how ordinary people were caught up in extraordinary
circumstances. This internal struggle resonates with readers, reminding us how fear can distort reality
but also how resilience can shine through adversity.

Major Themes Explored

¢ Fear and Superstition: The book explores how irrational fears can lead to destructive
outcomes.

* Justice and Injustice: It questions the fairness of the legal proceedings and the consequences
of blind accusations.

* Courage and Resistance: The story highlights acts of bravery in the face of overwhelming
pressure.

e Community and Isolation: It shows how social dynamics shift in times of crisis, often leading
to alienation.

These themes are interwoven seamlessly, making the novel both educational and emotionally
impactful.

Why Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky
Appeals to Readers Today

Even though beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky is set over three centuries ago, its messages
remain relevant. The book serves as a reminder of the consequences when fear overrides reason and
the importance of standing up for truth.



Educational Value for Young Readers

Kathryn Lasky is known for writing books that educate as much as they entertain. This novel is often
used in classrooms to introduce students to the Salem witch trials and the broader themes of justice
and human rights. It encourages critical thinking and empathy, making history tangible and relatable.

Engagement with Historical Fiction Fans

For those who love historical fiction, beyond the burning time offers a gripping narrative filled with
authentic details. Lasky’s descriptive writing brings the colonial era to life—from the austere Puritan
homes to the tense courtroom scenes. The pacing and plot twists keep readers invested, while the
historical accuracy satisfies those who appreciate well-researched stories.

Tips for Reading and Teaching Beyond the Burning
Time by Kathryn Lasky

If you're planning to read beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky or introduce it to students, here
are some insights to enhance the experience:

1. Research the Salem Witch Trials: Supplement your reading with historical articles or
documentaries to deepen understanding.

2. Discuss the Themes: Engage in conversations about fear, justice, and courage, relating them
to modern contexts.

3. Analyze Characters’ Motivations: Explore why characters act as they do, fostering empathy
and critical thinking.

4. Compare Fiction to History: Identify where Lasky took creative liberties and where she
adhered strictly to historical facts.

5. Encourage Reflective Writing: Have readers write about how they might react in a similar
situation, promoting personal connection.

These approaches make the novel a powerful tool for both entertainment and education.

Exploring Kathryn Lasky’s Writing Style in Beyond the
Burning Time

Kathryn Lasky’s writing style in beyond the burning time balances vivid descriptions with accessible



language, making the story engaging for a wide audience. Her ability to create atmosphere is
notable—whether it's the eerie tension in a courtroom or the quiet despair in a lonely household.

Her narrative voice maintains a respectful tone towards the historical subject matter while infusing
the story with emotional depth. This balance helps readers stay immersed without feeling
overwhelmed by the grim reality of the witch trials.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery

Lasky employs symbolism throughout the novel to deepen themes. For example, fire imagery often
represents both destruction and purification, tying into the book’s title and the historical context of
burning as punishment. Such literary devices enhance the reading experience and invite readers to
think critically about the text.

Where Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky Fits
in Historical Literature

Beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky holds a significant place among historical novels aimed at
young adults and middle-grade readers. It stands alongside other works that bring history to life
through narrative, like Ann Rinaldi’'s books or Laurie Halse Anderson’s historical fiction.

Its contribution lies in its focus on a challenging moment in American history, presented in a way that
fosters understanding rather than judgment. The novel encourages readers to reflect on how history
shapes present-day values and the ongoing fight for justice.

Reading beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky is not just an exploration of a tragic past but an
invitation to consider the power of truth and the dangers of fear-driven actions. It's a story that stays
with readers long after the last page, prompting reflection on both history and human nature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Beyond the Burning Time' by
Kathryn Lasky?

'‘Beyond the Burning Time' explores themes of courage, friendship, and standing up against injustice,
set against the backdrop of the Salem witch trials.

Who are the primary characters in '‘Beyond the Burning Time'?

The story primarily follows Mary, a young girl who is determined to uncover the truth about the witch
trials, and her friend who supports her in challenging the town's hysteria.



How does Kathryn Lasky portray the Salem witch trials in the
book?

Kathryn Lasky portrays the Salem witch trials with historical accuracy while highlighting the fear and
superstition that fueled the tragic events, emphasizing the impact on individuals and the community.

What age group is ‘Beyond the Burning Time' suitable for?

'Beyond the Burning Time' is suitable for middle-grade readers, typically ages 9 to 12, as it presents
complex historical events in an accessible and engaging way.

How does 'Beyond the Burning Time' encourage readers to
think critically about history?

The book encourages readers to question mass hysteria, the consequences of fear-driven actions, and
the importance of standing up for truth and justice, prompting critical reflection on historical events
and their modern parallels.

Additional Resources
Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky: A Historical Exploration of Witch Trials and Adolescence

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky stands as a compelling work that delves into the
turbulent era of the Salem witch trials through the eyes of a young protagonist. Kathryn Lasky,
acclaimed for her ability to weave historical context with engaging narrative, presents a novel that is
both educational and emotionally resonant. This book is often categorized within the historical fiction
genre for young adults, offering readers a vivid glimpse into 17th-century colonial America,
specifically the fear, superstition, and social dynamics that fueled witch hunts.

Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky is more than just a retelling of historical events; it is an
exploration of adolescence under extraordinary circumstances. The narrative follows a teenage girl
caught in the maelstrom of accusations and paranoia, highlighting themes of courage, injustice, and
the struggle for personal identity in a repressive society. As a result, the book has attracted attention
not only from educators and historians but also from readers seeking a nuanced portrayal of a dark
chapter in American history.

In-depth Analysis of Beyond the Burning Time by
Kathryn Lasky

Kathryn Lasky employs a meticulous approach to historical detail, grounding the narrative in
extensive research while maintaining accessibility for younger audiences. The author’s choice to
center the story on a young female protagonist allows for an intimate perspective on the witch trials,
which are often depicted in broader political or religious contexts. This focus on personal experience
adds layers of complexity to the portrayal of fear and hysteria that gripped Salem.



The novel’s structure facilitates a gradual immersion into the escalating tensions of the time.
Beginning with everyday life in the Puritan community, Lasky carefully introduces the social
hierarchies and religious fervor that underpin the witchcraft accusations. This methodical pacing
ensures readers understand the environment that led to the infamous trials, making the eventual
outbreak of violence and suspicion more impactful.

Furthermore, the book excels in character development. The protagonist’s internal conflicts—between
loyalty to family, moral conviction, and survival instincts—mirror the broader societal conflicts.
Through her interactions with other characters, including accusers and accused, the story
interrogates the nature of truth and the consequences of mass fear. This psychological depth elevates
the narrative beyond a mere historical recounting.

Thematic Elements and Historical Context

One of the most salient features of beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky is its exploration of how
fear and misinformation can lead to collective injustice. The book sensitively handles the topic of
witch trials without sensationalizing the violence. Instead, it emphasizes the human cost and the
erosion of community trust.

In addition, the theme of adolescence under pressure is woven throughout the narrative. The
protagonist’s coming-of-age journey is marked by the need to navigate a world where truth is
malleable and authority is often abused. This theme resonates with contemporary readers, offering
parallels to modern-day issues surrounding peer pressure, societal expectations, and the search for
identity.

Historically, the Salem witch trials of 1692 resulted in the execution of twenty people and the
imprisonment of many more, driven by paranoia and entrenched beliefs in witchcraft. Lasky’s novel
contextualizes these events within the rigid Puritanical framework, highlighting the intersection of
religion, gender, and power. By doing so, beyond the burning time provides a comprehensive
understanding of why the witch hunts occurred and their lasting impact on American culture.

Comparative Analysis with Other Historical Fiction on Witch
Trials

When compared to other literary works that tackle the Salem witch trials—such as Arthur Miller’s play
The Crucible or Mary Beth Norton's The Witch-Catcher’s Daughter—Kathryn Lasky’s beyond the
burning time offers a unique blend of factual accuracy and emotional storytelling aimed at younger
readers. While The Crucible dramatizes the trials with a focus on political allegory, Lasky’s novel
prioritizes personal experience and historical fidelity.

Additionally, unlike some novels that romanticize or mythologize witchcraft, beyond the burning time
maintains a grounded perspective. This approach makes it a valuable educational tool, often
recommended in middle and high school curricula for teaching about colonial history and social
dynamics.



Features and Educational Value of Beyond the Burning
Time

Beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky incorporates several features that enhance its appeal and
utility beyond mere entertainment:

¢ Authentic Historical Setting: The detailed descriptions of 17th-century Salem provide
readers with a vivid sense of place and time.

e Character-Driven Narrative: The focus on a relatable protagonist aids in connecting young
readers emotionally to the historical events.

* Themes of Justice and Morality: The story provokes reflection on the nature of fairness and
the impact of societal fear.

e Accessible Language: Lasky’s prose is clear and engaging, making complex historical
concepts understandable.

e Supplementary Materials: Some editions include historical notes or author’'s commentary,
offering additional context.

These features make the novel an effective resource for educators seeking to introduce difficult
historical topics in a manner that is both informative and sensitive. The book’s balanced portrayal
encourages critical thinking and empathy, essential skills in historical inquiry.

Pros and Cons of the Novel for Different Audiences

While beyond the burning time has garnered praise, it is important to consider its strengths and
limitations from various reader perspectives.

Pros:

1. Engages younger readers with a gripping story rooted in real history.
2. Offers insightful commentary on the social and religious forces behind witch hunts.
3. Encourages empathy and understanding of historical injustices.

4. Supports educational goals through well-researched content.

Cons:



1. Some readers may find the pacing slow initially due to detailed historical setup.
2. The novel’'s somber themes might be intense for very young or sensitive readers.

3. Limited exploration of secondary characters may leave some narrative threads underdeveloped.

Overall, beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky strikes a balance between educational merit and
engaging storytelling, making it a worthwhile addition to historical fiction collections.

Impact and Legacy of Beyond the Burning Time

Since its publication, beyond the burning time has contributed to ongoing conversations about how
history is taught and remembered, particularly regarding the witch trials. Kathryn Lasky’s work
encourages readers to grapple with uncomfortable truths about prejudice and mass hysteria,
fostering a nuanced understanding of history’s complexities.

In literary circles, the novel is often cited as a model for how historical fiction can serve as both a
narrative and a pedagogical tool. Its influence extends to discussions about the representation of
women in historical narratives and the importance of youth perspectives in recounting past events.

The enduring relevance of beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky lies in its ability to connect a
centuries-old tragedy with universal themes of fear, justice, and resilience. As contemporary society
continues to face challenges related to misinformation and social division, the lessons embedded
within this novel remain poignant and instructive.

Beyond The Burning Time By Kathryn Lasky

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Beyond the Burning Time Kathryn Lasky, 1996
When in the winter of 1692, accusations of witchcraft surface in her small New England village,
twelve-year-old Mary Chase fights to save her mother from execution.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Reading History Janet Allen, 2010-04-10 Having
trouble interesting your students in history or the history textbook? Concerned about the ability of
your students to actually read the textbook? Learn ways to tie reading strategies to the learning of
history, and discover sources that will help history come alive for your students. Nationally known
literacy advocate Janet Allen discusses strategies for teaching nonfiction reading using Joy Hakim's
award winning A History of US series as the center of a blossoming campaign among educators to
integrate literacy and history. Classroom tested at a variety of grade levels, real student samples are
interspersed throughout the book providing clearer understanding of the strategies in action.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: The Burning (Guardians of Ga'Hoole #6)
Kathryn Lasky, 2010-06-01 The Grand Battle begins with the search for allies in the Northern
Kindoms and ends in The Burning that will change all Owldom forever.Soren and his band are sent
to the mysterious Northern Kingdoms to gather allies and learn the art of war in preparation for the
coming cataclysmic battle against the sinister Pure Ones. Meanwhile, in the Southern Kingdoms, St.
Aggies has fallen to the Pure Ones and they are using its resources to plan a final invasion of The


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-144/beyond-the-burning-time-by-kathryn-lasky.pdf

Great Ga'Hoole Tree. With the future of all Owldom in the balance, the parliament of Ga'Hoole must
decide whether or not to join forces with the brutal Skench and Sporn and the scattered remnants of
St. Aggies who remain faithful to them. A great battle is on the

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Exploring Our Country's History Phyllis J. Perry,
1998-08-15 Simulate integrated units of study on U.S. history with this guide. Perry provides
recommended fiction and nonfiction books that help you illuminate different eras in U.S. history
along with discussion starters, multidisciplinary activity suggestions, and topics for further
investigation. Projects for individuals and groups help students develop skills in research, oral and
written language, science, math, geography, and the arts. Additional resources are listed with each
section. Grades K-5.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: The Joy of Children's Literature Denise
Johnson, 2023-12-18 This book provides in-depth coverage of children's literature with integrated
reading methods in a concise, accessible format. Johnson emphasizes that reading, writing,
discussing, and finding pleasure in children's books are essential tools in being able to recognize and
recommend literature, and being able to share the joy of children's literature with children
themselves. This fully updated third edition includes up-to-date research, new book titles within each
chapter, a greater focus on diversity and inclusion, and new sections on Activities for Professional
Development and Print and Online Resources.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Hearing All the Voices Mary Ann Darby, Miki
Pryne, 2002 Hearing All the Voices is a tremendous resource for any adult who works with middle
school aged adolescents. This work annotates over 500 multicultural books and gives ideas on how
to group the books and use the books with students both in and out of the classroom.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Literature for Young Adults Joan L.
Knickerbocker, James A. Rycik, 2019-08-28 Now in its second edition, this book explores a great
variety of genres and formats of young adult literature while placing special emphasis on
contemporary works with nontraditional themes, protagonists, and literary conventions that are well
suited to young adult readers. It looks at the ways in which contemporary readers can access
literature and share the works they're reading, and it shows teachers the resources that are
available, especially online, for choosing and using good literature in the classroom and for
recommending books for their students’ personal reading. In addition to traditional genre chapters,
this book includes chapters on literary nonfiction; poetry, short stories, and drama; and film. Graphic
novels, diversity issues, and uses of technology are also included throughout the text. The book's
discussion of literary language—including traditional elements as well as metafictive terms—enables
readers to share in a literary conversation with their peers (and others) when communicating about
books. This book is an essential resource for preservice educators to help young adults understand
and appreciate the excellent literature that is available to them. New to the second edition: New
popular authors, books, and movies with a greater focus on diversity of literature Updated coverage
of new trends, such as metafiction, a renewed focus on nonfiction, and retellings of canonical works
Increased attention to graphic novels and multimodal texts throughout the book eResources with
downloadable materials, including book lists, awards lists, and Focus Questions

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: The Distant Mirror Joanne Brown, Nancy St.
Clair, 2005-12-08 Young adult historical fiction brings the past alive through stories of adventure,
suspense, and mystery. The genre is both complex and controversial, encompassing novels that
range from romance and fantasy to stark historical realism. The book examines the various
approaches to young adult historical fiction and explores the issues that it has engendered. Part One
focuses on the broader issues spawned by the genre itself, including its various subgenres - the line
between fiction and fact; to what degree must an author adhere to historical accuracy?; time
boundaries; the diary format; the protagonist as the outsider; who is entitled to write what?; and
literary concerns such as the relationship between accuracy and readability. Part Two explores
issues of contemporary interest, such as race, class, gender, the immigrant experience, religion,
war, and nationalism. Thought-provoking discussions of how these elements are treated in historical




novels, with emphasis on how current cultural values have shaped the fiction, are presented. Finally,
the question of whether novels in this genre are bound by anything other than their respective
period setting is posed, and it is contended that there are features common to YA historical novels
that not only set the genre apart from other YA fiction, but also contribute something unique to the
larger genre. The genesis for much classroom debate, suggestions for class discussions and writing
assignments as well as sample written responses of these debates from the authors' classes are
included. Teachers, librarians, instructors of young adult literature courses, and teen readers will
find this an insightful analysis of YA historical fiction.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Common Core State Standards for Grade 8
Michelle Manville, 2014-07-30 Common Core State Standards for Grade 8: Language Arts
Instructional Strategies and Activities is designed to help teachers address Common Core standards
using effective, research-based instructional strategies in combination with ready-to-use activities.
These strategies include identifying similarities and differences, writing summaries and taking
notes, creating non-linguistic representations, and suggestions for homework and practice. There
are a variety of suggested texts as well as identified text exemplars that can easily be used with the
strategies and activities.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Engaging Reluctant Readers Through Foreign
Films Kerry P. Holmes, Elizabeth L. Glenn Stuart, Mary H. Warner, 2005 This contemporary text is
part of Pearson's groundbreaking Justice Series, and takes a fresh look at criminal law while
maintaining a real-world focus. Criminal Law is part of the groundbreaking new series in which
best-selling authors and designers have come together focused on one goal - to improve student
performance across the criminal justice curriculum. This text maintains a brief format, yet offers a
comprehensive introduction to criminal law. The book presupposes no legal expertise, connects
criminal law cases to the real world through innovative pedagogy, carefully examines the logic
behind high-profile court decisions, and encourages students, through numerous decision making
exercises, to be critical thinkers by putting them in the position of the judge, jury, prosecutor or
defense attorney. 013376883X / 9780133768831 Criminal Law (Justice Series) Plus NEW MyC]JLab
with Pearson eText -- Access Card Package Package consists of 0132768496 / 9780132768498 NEW
MyCJLab with Pearson eText -- Access Card -- for Criminal Justice Today: An Introductory
0133145573 /9780133145571 Criminal Law (Justice Series)

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Teaching Historical Fiction with Ready-Made
Literature Circles for Secondary Readers Carianne Bernadowski, Kelly Morgano, 2011-10-24
This comprehensive step-by-step guide provides practical guidance to implement literature circles in
any social studies or language arts classroom. This book provides a how-to guide for a novice or
veteran teacher or library media specialist who is interested in implementing literature circles with
high interest texts. After an introduction that covers the research findings on literature circles and
supplies a framework for implementation of literature circles in the classroom and library, Teaching
Historical Fiction with Ready-Made Literature Circles for Secondary Readers presents 14 selected
historical fiction titles for grades 7 through 12 that lend themselves perfectly to interdisciplinary
teaching. Each selection is accompanied by bibliographic information, an annotation, vocabulary
words, discussion questions, and guided reading questions, as well as lessons for before, during, and
after reading. The titles included cover many historical time periods and topics that can easily
aligned with state and national standards. Just as importantly, these are texts that a history teacher
or literature instructor would find beneficial to use with students.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Joy of Reading Debbie Duncan, 1998 Author
shares her family's personal reading success stories and Identifies their favorite books for each age
category. Extensive reading lists by titles and authors -- over 600 children's books referenced.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Presenting Kathryn Lasky Joanne Brown, 1998
Profiles author Kathryn Lasky, and covers such topics as how her life has influenced her work and
writing historical fiction.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Book Crush Nancy Pearl, 2009-09-29 Do you



remember your first book crush? You know, the first time a book completely captured your
imagination, transported you to a magical place, or introduced you to a lifelong friend you will never
forget? In Book Crush, popular librarian and reading enthusiast Nancy Pearl reminds us why we fell
for reading in the first place—how completely consuming and life-changing a good book can be.
Pearl offers more than 1,000 crush-worthy books organized into over 100 recommended reading lists
aimed at youngest, middle-grade, and teen readers. From picture books to chapter books, YA fiction
and nonfiction, Pearl has developed more smart and interesting thematic lists of books to enjoy.
Parents, teachers, and librarians are often puzzled by the unending choices for reading material for
young people. It starts when the kids are toddler and doesn’t end until high-school graduation.
What’s good, what'’s not, and what’s going to hold their interest? Popular librarian Nancy Pearl
points the way in Book Crush.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Common Core State Standards for Grade 7
Michelle Manville, 2014-05-21 Common Core State Standards for Grade 6: Language Arts
Instructional Strategies and Activities is designed to help teachers address Common Core standards
using effective, research-based instructional strategies in combination with ready-to-use activities.
These strategies include identifying similarities and differences, writing summaries and taking
notes, creating non-linguistic representations, and suggestions for homework and practice. There
are a variety of suggested texts as well as identified text exemplars that can easily be used with the
strategies and activities.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Integrating Young Adult Literature through
the Common Core Standards Rachel L. Wadham, Jon W. Ostenson, 2013-01-07 This book
advocates for a stronger role for young-adult literature in ELA classrooms, compellingly
documenting how this body of work meets both the needs of adolescent students and the demands of
the common core for complex texts and tasks. Integrating Young Adult Literature through the
Common Core Standards provides a compelling template for teachers that uses young adult
literature and inquiry learning to meet students' needs and the demands of the common core
standards. The first part of the book addresses the widely adopted common core state standards by
examining closely the standards' model of text complexity and demonstrating how young adult
literature can fill the requirements of this model. The second part provides theoretical discussions
and analysis of the standards as well as concrete applications of young adult literature within the
classroom in order to give school professionals a comprehensive understanding of how young adult
literature and the standards can work together. The book empowers schools and teachers to make
intelligent, informed decisions about texts and instructional practices that benefit their students.
Finally, the authors explore a powerful teaching approach that integrates current understandings
about learning, young adult literature, and the common core standards in a way that will facilitate
greater learning and understanding in English classrooms.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: America in Historical Fiction Vandelia L.
Vanmeter, 1997-02-15 Portrayals of America's people, places, and events in historical fiction
integrate literature with history and make an exciting supplement to U.S. history classes. This book
helps educators and students locate the best in classic and contemporary fiction in this subject area.
Arranged in major chronological divisions of U.S. history, the annotated entries include standard
bibliographic information, time period, subject, location, research base (if known), and whether the
title is more appropriate for mature students or younger secondary students. VanMeter often lists
prequels and sequels or notes when a title is more than 600 pages long. Extensive indexing provides
access to entries on a wide variety of topics, from women, immigrants, and ethnic groups to military,
political, and social events.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Literature Connections to American History K6
Lynda G. Adamson, 1997-09-15 Identifying thousands of historical fiction novels, biographies, history
trade books, CD-ROMs, and videotapes, this book helps you locate resources on American history for
students. Each book presents information in two sections. In the first part, titles are listed according
to grade levels within eras and further organized according to product type. The books cover



American history from North America Before 1600 and The American Colonies, 1600-1774 to The
Mid-Twentieth Century, 1946-1975 and Since 1975. The second section has annotated bibliographies
that describe each title and includes publication information and awards won. The focus is on books
published since 1990, and all have received at least one favorable review. Some books with more
illustration than text will be valuable for enticing slow or reticent readers. An index helps users find
resources by author, title, or biographical subject.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young
Readers Kim Wilson, 2011-06-15 This study is concerned with how readers are positioned to
interpret the past in historical fiction for children and young adults. Looking at literature published
within the last thirty to forty years, Wilson identifies and explores a prevalent trend for re-visioning
and rewriting the past according to modern social and political ideological assumptions. Fiction
within this genre, while concerned with the past at the level of content, is additionally concerned
with present views of that historical past because of the future to which it is moving. Specific areas
of discussion include the identification of a new sub-genre: Living history fiction, stories of Joan of
Arc, historical fiction featuring agentic females, the very popular Scholastic Press historical journal
series, fictions of war, and historical fiction featuring multicultural discourses. Wilson observes
specific traits in historical fiction written for children — most notably how the notion of positive
progress into the future is nuanced differently in this literature in which the concept of progress
from the past is inextricably linked to the protagonist’s potential for agency and the realization of
subjectivity. The genre consistently manifests a concern with identity construction that in turn
informs and influences how a metanarrative of positive progress is played out. This book engages in
a discussion of the functionality of the past within the genre and offers an interpretative frame for
the sifting out of the present from the past in historical fiction for young readers.

beyond the burning time by kathryn lasky: Deepening Literacy Learning Mary Ann Reilly,
Jane M. Gangi, Rob Cohen, 2010-09-01
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