afro atlantic histories dc

Afro Atlantic Histories DC: Exploring a Rich Cultural Tapestry

afro atlantic histories dc represent a vibrant and deeply significant exploration of the interwoven
stories, cultures, and legacies that connect Africa, the Americas, and Europe through the Atlantic
Ocean. In Washington, DC, a city rich with historical narratives and cultural diversity, the celebration
and study of Afro Atlantic histories have gained increasing prominence. These histories shed light on
the movements, influences, and resilience of African peoples and their descendants across
continents, illuminating powerful themes of identity, resistance, creativity, and transformation.

In this article, we’ll journey through the significance of Afro Atlantic histories in DC, uncover key
institutions and events that bring these stories to life, and explore why understanding this heritage is
crucial for fostering a more inclusive and informed community.

What Are Afro Atlantic Histories?

Afro Atlantic histories refer to the interconnected historical experiences of African-descended peoples
across the Atlantic world. This includes the transatlantic slave trade, the diaspora’s cultural and social
formations in the Americas and Europe, and the enduring legacies of African heritage in music, art,
religion, and politics.

The Transatlantic Connection

The Atlantic Ocean, once a route for forced migration through the transatlantic slave trade, became a
conduit for cultural exchange and transformation. African traditions blended with indigenous and
European influences, creating unique Afro Atlantic cultures. Understanding this history is essential to
recognizing the roots of many contemporary social and cultural dynamics in places like Washington,
DC.

Why It Matters in DC

Washington, DC is more than the nation’s capital; it is a hub for African American culture, political
activism, and historical scholarship. The city’s museums, universities, and cultural centers actively
engage with Afro Atlantic histories to educate and inspire both locals and visitors. This focus helps to
reclaim narratives often marginalized in mainstream history.

Key Institutions Promoting Afro Atlantic Histories in DC

Several institutions in Washington, DC serve as vital spaces for exploring and honoring Afro Atlantic
histories. These organizations provide exhibitions, educational programs, and community events that



deepen public understanding.

The Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and Culture

No discussion about Afro Atlantic histories in DC is complete without mentioning the Smithsonian
National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC). Opened in 2016, this museum
offers an unparalleled collection that traces African American experiences from slavery through civil
rights to contemporary culture. It highlights the Atlantic connections through artifacts and stories that
illustrate the transatlantic journey and African diasporic identity.

The Anacostia Community Museum

Another important venue is the Anacostia Community Museum, which focuses on the history and
culture of African Americans in the DC area and beyond. They often feature exhibitions that explore
Afro Atlantic themes, emphasizing community narratives and historical memory.

University Programs and Research Centers

Universities such as Howard University and Georgetown University in DC have dedicated research
centers and academic programs that study Afro Atlantic histories. These institutions offer lectures,
conferences, and publications that push forward scholarship on the African diaspora, enriching the
city’s intellectual landscape.

Afro Atlantic Cultural Events and Festivals in DC

Culture is alive and dynamic, and DC’s calendar reflects a rich variety of events celebrating Afro
Atlantic heritage. These festivals and gatherings provide opportunities to experience music, dance,
cuisine, and storytelling rooted in Afro Atlantic traditions.

African Diaspora Festival

The African Diaspora Festival is one of the city’s signature events, bringing together artists,
musicians, and cultural practitioners from across the Atlantic world. This festival celebrates the
diversity of African-descended cultures and fosters cross-cultural dialogue.

Embracing Afro Atlantic Music and Dance

From Afrobeat concerts to Caribbean Carnival parades, DC’'s music scene is infused with Afro Atlantic



rhythms and styles. These cultural expressions not only entertain but also serve as living history,
preserving ancestral connections and fostering community pride.

Understanding Afro Atlantic Histories Through Art and
Literature

Art and literature play a pivotal role in interpreting and disseminating Afro Atlantic histories. In DC,
galleries and bookstores often showcase works that reflect the complexities of the African diaspora
experience.

Visual Arts and Afro Atlantic Narratives

Local artists frequently explore themes of identity, memory, and migration related to Afro Atlantic
histories. Exhibitions often incorporate traditional African motifs alongside contemporary styles,
creating powerful visual dialogues that invite reflection on heritage and modernity.

Literary Voices of the Diaspora

Washington DC supports a thriving literary community where Afro Atlantic voices are prominent.
Authors and poets explore the legacies of slavery, colonialism, and resistance, offering insights that
resonate with readers seeking to understand the diasporic experience.

Why Engaging with Afro Atlantic Histories Enriches the
DC Community

Engagement with Afro Atlantic histories in DC is more than an academic exercise; it is a vital part of
community building and social justice. By acknowledging these histories, DC fosters greater empathy,
inclusivity, and awareness of the ongoing impact of historical inequalities.

Building Bridges Across Cultures

Afro Atlantic histories reveal shared roots and interconnected struggles among diverse populations.
This understanding helps bridge cultural divides and promote solidarity across racial and ethnic lines.

Inspiring Future Generations

For young people in DC, learning about Afro Atlantic histories provides a sense of identity and pride. It
encourages them to see themselves as part of a global narrative of resilience and creativity.



Tips for Exploring Afro Atlantic Histories in DC

If you're interested in diving deeper into Afro Atlantic histories while in Washington, DC, here are
some practical tips:

* Visit Key Museums: Start with the National Museum of African American History and Culture
and the Anacostia Community Museum for comprehensive exhibits.

e Attend Cultural Festivals: Plan your visit around events like the African Diaspora Festival to
experience live cultural performances.

e Engage with Academic Talks: Check university event calendars for lectures and seminars on
Afro Atlantic topics.

e Explore Local Art Galleries: Look for exhibits featuring African and diasporic artists to gain
diverse perspectives.

* Read Widely: Seek out books by Afro Atlantic authors available at DC’s libraries and
independent bookstores.

These steps offer a well-rounded approach to appreciating the depth and diversity of Afro Atlantic
histories in the city.

In Washington, DC, the pulse of Afro Atlantic histories beats strong—connecting past and present,
local and global, memory and identity. By engaging with this rich heritage, residents and visitors alike
can gain a deeper appreciation of the cultural forces that shaped the Atlantic world and continue to
influence the city’s vibrant community today. Whether through museums, festivals, or scholarship,
Afro Atlantic histories DC invite us all to explore a shared human story marked by struggle, creativity,
and enduring hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Afro-Atlantic Histories at the National Gallery of Art in
DC?

Afro-Atlantic Histories is a major exhibition at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, that
explores the history, culture, and artistic expressions of African diasporic communities across the
Atlantic world.

When did the Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition open in



Washington, DC?

The Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition opened at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, in
March 2022.

What themes are covered in the Afro-Atlantic Histories
exhibition?

The exhibition covers themes such as slavery, resistance, identity, cultural exchange, and the impact
of the African diaspora on art and society throughout the Atlantic world.

Who are some of the artists featured in the Afro-Atlantic
Histories exhibition?

The exhibition features works by a diverse group of artists including Edmonia Lewis, Kehinde Wiley,
Kara Walker, and historical as well as contemporary African and Afro-descendant artists.

Is there an educational program associated with Afro-Atlantic
Histories in DC?

Yes, the National Gallery of Art offers various educational programs, lectures, and workshops related
to the Afro-Atlantic Histories exhibition to engage the public and deepen understanding of the themes
presented.

How does Afro-Atlantic Histories contribute to understanding
African diaspora culture?

Afro-Atlantic Histories provides a comprehensive look at the cultural, historical, and artistic
contributions of African diasporic peoples, highlighting their resilience and influence across
continents, thus enriching the narrative of global history and art.

Additional Resources

Afro Atlantic Histories DC: Exploring the Cultural and Historical Nexus in the Nation’s Capital

afro atlantic histories dc represents a dynamic and multifaceted exploration of the transatlantic
connections that have shaped African diasporic experiences across continents and centuries. Situated
in Washington, DC, a city steeped in political significance and cultural diversity, the Afro Atlantic
Histories initiative offers a profound lens through which to examine the intertwined histories of Africa,
the Americas, Europe, and beyond. This article delves into the significance of Afro Atlantic Histories in
DC, highlighting its cultural impact, academic contributions, and the ways it fosters dialogue around
identity, memory, and heritage.



Understanding Afro Atlantic Histories in the Context of
Washington, DC

The term "Afro Atlantic Histories" broadly refers to the complex narratives and experiences of African-
descended peoples connected through the transatlantic slave trade, migration, cultural exchange,
and resistance. Washington, DC, as a hub for African American political activism, education, and
artistic expression, serves as an ideal setting for initiatives that trace these histories.

In recent years, Afro Atlantic Histories DC has emerged as a vital platform, incorporating exhibitions,
public programming, academic conferences, and community engagement projects. These efforts aim
to illuminate the legacies of the African diaspora while situating them within contemporary socio-
political frameworks. The city’s museums, universities, and cultural institutions have increasingly
embraced this thematic focus, reflecting a growing recognition of the importance of Afro Atlantic
perspectives in shaping American history and identity.

The Role of Museums and Cultural Institutions

Washington, DC hosts several institutions that actively contribute to Afro Atlantic historical discourse.
The Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC) stands out as a
cornerstone for this work. Since its opening, the museum has showcased extensive collections and
exhibitions that trace African diasporic histories, emphasizing the transatlantic connections that
define many African American experiences.

Similarly, the Anacostia Community Museum and the Freer Gallery of Art have curated exhibitions and
programs that engage with Afro Atlantic themes, including the artistic and cultural exchanges
between Africa and the Americas. These institutions provide critical platforms for both scholarly
research and public education, enhancing awareness of the Afro Atlantic world in the nation's capital.

Academic Contributions and Research Initiatives

Higher education institutions in DC, such as Howard University and Georgetown University, have
become hubs for Afro Atlantic scholarship. Departments focusing on African studies, history, and
diaspora studies organize seminars, workshops, and conferences that delve into the transatlantic
slave trade, colonialism, cultural resilience, and contemporary diasporic identities.

For example, Howard University’s Afro-American Studies program integrates Afro Atlantic
perspectives into its curriculum, enabling students to critically engage with historical and present-day
issues facing African-descended populations. Georgetown'’s initiatives in global African studies
similarly emphasize the interconnectedness of African and Atlantic histories.

These academic endeavors complement public-facing exhibitions, creating a holistic ecosystem where
research informs community understanding and vice versa.



Afro Atlantic Histories DC: Cultural Impact and
Community Engagement

The cultural dimension of Afro Atlantic Histories DC extends beyond formal institutions, permeating
community arts, festivals, and grassroots organizations. Local artists, musicians, and writers often
draw inspiration from Afro Atlantic themes, using creative media to explore identity, memory, and
social justice.

Artistic Expressions and Public Programs

Art exhibitions and performances in DC frequently incorporate Afro Atlantic motifs and narratives.
Events like the “Afro Atlantic Histories” exhibition at the Phillips Collection illustrated the depth and
diversity of African diasporic art, showcasing works from both contemporary artists and historical
figures.

These cultural programs not only celebrate African heritage but also engage audiences in dialogues
about the ongoing impacts of slavery, colonialism, and migration. Through workshops, panel
discussions, and artist talks, participants are invited to reflect on the resilience and creativity inherent
in Afro Atlantic communities.

Community-Led Initiatives and Local Engagement

Community organizations in DC play a pivotal role in preserving and promoting Afro Atlantic histories.
Groups such as the DC Black History Museum and local cultural centers organize storytelling sessions,
historical tours, and educational programs aimed at empowering residents with knowledge of their
heritage.

These initiatives often address themes of racial justice, reparations, and intergenerational memory,
connecting historical narratives with contemporary activism. By fostering a sense of ownership and
pride in Afro Atlantic legacies, these programs contribute to stronger community cohesion and
cultural affirmation.

Comparative Perspectives: Afro Atlantic Histories in DC
vs. Other Cities

While Afro Atlantic Histories has gained prominence globally, Washington, DC’s unique political and
cultural context offers distinct advantages and challenges compared to other urban centers such as
New York, London, or Rio de Janeiro.



Pros of Washington, DC as a Hub for Afro Atlantic Histories

 Political Capital: DC's status as the U.S. capital provides direct access to policymakers and
international organizations, facilitating advocacy and policy-oriented discussions around Afro
Atlantic issues.

e Diverse African Diaspora Communities: The city is home to a vibrant and diverse African
and Caribbean immigrant population, enriching the cultural tapestry and providing authentic
voices to historical narratives.

* Institutional Support: Presence of world-class museums and universities dedicated to African
American and African studies enhances research and public education.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite these strengths, Afro Atlantic Histories DC faces challenges related to funding constraints,
gentrification, and accessibility. Some community members express concerns about cultural
commodification or exclusion, underscoring the need for inclusive and equitable programming.

Compared to cities like New York, where a longer tradition of Afro Caribbean cultural festivals exists,
DC’s Afro Atlantic initiatives are relatively nascent, requiring sustained support to reach broader
audiences.

Future Directions and Emerging Trends

Looking ahead, Afro Atlantic Histories DC is poised to expand its influence through digital innovation,
interdisciplinary collaboration, and global networking. Virtual exhibitions and online archives are
making Afro Atlantic narratives more accessible to international audiences, while interdisciplinary
partnerships between historians, artists, and technologists are cultivating new forms of storytelling.

Moreover, there is growing interest in connecting Afro Atlantic histories with contemporary issues
such as climate justice, migration crises, and transnational solidarity movements. This evolving focus
situates Afro Atlantic Histories DC not only as a field of historical inquiry but also as a catalyst for
social change.

In this ongoing journey, Washington, DC continues to assert itself as a critical site where the past and
present of the African diaspora converge, inviting deeper understanding and engagement with the
Afro Atlantic world.



Afro Atlantic Histories Dc

afro atlantic histories dc: The Rise of the Therapeutic Museum Janet Kraynak, 2025-09-30
This book considers how and why respite rooms, emotional support brochures, well-being guides,
psychological consultants, and care days are becoming common features in the museum of art.
Kraynak poses and answers this question, arguing that under its rightful ambition to
decolonize--i.e., to rectify past and present inequalities-- the museum of the Global North is
gradually replacing a commitment to knowledge, teaching, and learning with a focus upon care,
healing, and well-being (the “therapeutic”). While this transformation might appear, on the surface,
benign, culturally familiar, and politically desirable, the author counters these presumptions,
probing the history and implications of “the therapeutic museum.” Here, curatorial attention shifts
away from the art on view and onto the spectator, whom the museum imagines as a precarious
psychological subject, and primary source of meaning. External forces-- new forms of knowledge,
encounters with difficulty, even an engagement with art--are treated as a potential threat. As a
result, the therapeutic museum not only encourages the beholder to turn inward, but in so doing
deflects attention from or scrutiny of its own practices and systems that perpetuate inequality.
Among these are the ongoing legacies colonialism’s epistemic violence, which elevated the
knowledge and aesthetic traditions of the Global North while suppressing those of the Global South.
In contrast, the book proposes a “pluriversal” (versus universal) museum that maintains the political
necessity of knowledge and views pedagogy as a path to emancipation. Emphasizing epistemic
justice and the moral right to learn during a time when such freedoms are increasingly under attack,
the book makes a powerful case for questioning rather than romanticizing the therapeutic museum,
which it ultimately reveals to reinforce rather than challenge dominant power. This is an important
intervention that is essential reading for researchers and scholars in Art History, Visual Studies,
Museum Studies, and Cultural Studies.

afro atlantic histories dc: The Art of Remembering Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, 2024-03-01
Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw explores African American art and representation from the height of the
British colonial period to the present, seeking out the recovery of facts and narratives of African
American creativity and self-representation that have been purposefully set aside, actively ignored,
and disremembered.

afro atlantic histories dc: Sonic Sculpture and the Performative Impulse Melissa Christine
Warak, 2025-03-28 This study considers the performativity of sound-producing sculptures made in
the twenty-first century through a cultural history of certain works. A subfield of the sound art
medium, sonic sculpture presents new possibilities in sensory engagement with the viewer, creating
a mediated experience for eye and ear. Contextualized within three linking nodes of sonic
engagement - sonic sculpture as a socially engaged art, listening to history, and the use of the
human body as the material of sonic sculpture itself - each chapter interrogates one or two works by
a contemporary artist. These in-depth analyses of the works serve as lenses to the artists’ larger
practices and engagements with things that sound. Artists covered include Nick Cave, Kara Walker,
Janet Cardiff, George Bures Miller, and Ragnar Kjartansson. The book will be of interest to scholars
working in art history, sound studies, musicology, and cultural studies.

afro atlantic histories dc: Black Art: A Cultural History (Third) (World of Art) Richard J.
Powell, 2021-10-26 This groundbreaking study explores the visual representations of Black culture
across the globe throughout the twentieth century and into the twenty-first. The African diaspora—a
direct result of the transatlantic slave trade and Western colonialism—has generated a wide array of
artistic achievements, from blues and reggae to the paintings of the pioneering American artist
Henry Ossawa Tanner and the music videos of Solange. This study concentrates on how these works,
often created during times of major social upheaval and transformation, use Black culture both as a
subject and as context. From musings on the souls of black folk in late-nineteenth-century art to
questions of racial and cultural identities in performance, media, and computer-assisted arts in the
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twenty-first century, this book examines the philosophical and social forces that have shaped Black
presence in modern and contemporary visual culture. Renowned art historian Richard J. Powell
presents Black art drawn from across the African diaspora, with examples from the Americas, the
Caribbean, and Europe. Black Art features artworks executed in a broad range of media, including
film, photography, performance art, conceptual art, advertising, and sculpture. Now updated and
expanded, this new edition helps to better understand how the first two decades of the twenty-first
century have been a transformative moment in which previous assumptions about race and identity
have been irrevocably altered, with art providing a useful lens through which to think about these
compelling issues.

afro atlantic histories dc: The Political Body Andrea Giunta, 2023-03-28 This book discusses
how some works of art produced in Latin America in the sixties, seventies, and eighties forged a
different understanding of the female body, understood as space for the expression of a dissident
subjectivity in relation to socially normalized places. Representations of art and of feminist activism
interrogated the disciplining of the female body that entails as well the disciplining of the male body.
Before a history of highly regulated artistic representations-regardless of the occasional exceptions a
historian might point out-images erupted that questioned the social and institutional naturalization
of the feminine and the masculine--

afro atlantic histories dc: Fusion Foodways of Africa's Gold Coast in the Atlantic Era James D.
La Fleur, 2012-08-03 As most people in Atlantic-era West Africa—as in contemporary Europe and the
Americas—were farmers, fields and gardens were the primary terrain where they engaged the
opportunities and challenges of nascent globalization. Agricultural changes and culinary
cross-currents from the Gold Coast indicate that Africans engaged the Atlantic world not with
passivity but as full partners with others on continents whose histories have enjoyed longer, and
greater, scholarly attention. The most important ‘seeds of change’ are not to be found in the DNA of
crops and critters carried across the seas but instead in the creativity and innovation of the people
who engaged the challenges and opportunities of the Atlantic World.

afro atlantic histories dc: Selling Black Brazil Anadelia Romo, 2022-01-18 2023 Honorable
Mention, Brazil Section Humanities Book Prize, Latin American Studies Association (LASA) This
book explores visual portrayals of blackness in Brazil to reveal the integral role of visual culture in
crafting race and nation across Latin America. In the early twentieth century, Brazil shifted from a
nation intent on whitening its population to one billing itself as a racial democracy. Anadelia Romo
shows that this shift centered in Salvador, Bahia, where throughout the 1950s, modernist artists and
intellectuals forged critical alliances with Afro-Brazilian religious communities of Candomblé to
promote their culture and their city. These efforts combined with a growing promotion of tourism to
transform what had been one of the busiest slaving depots in the Americas into a popular tourist
enclave celebrated for its rich Afro-Brazilian culture. Vibrant illustrations and texts by the likes of
Jorge Amado, Pierre Verger, and others contributed to a distinctive iconography of the city, with
Afro-Bahians at its center. But these optimistic visions of inclusion, Romo reveals, concealed deep
racial inequalities. Illustrating how these visual archetypes laid the foundation for Salvador’s
modern racial landscape, this book unveils the ways ethnic and racial populations have been both
included and excluded not only in Brazil but in Latin America as a whole.

afro atlantic histories dc: Afro-Latin American Studies Alejandro de la Fuente, 2018-04-26
Examines the full range of humanities and social science scholarship on people of African descent in
Latin America.

afro atlantic histories dc: Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985 Philip
Brookman, Deborah Willis, 2025-09-16 Featuring more than 100 artists, this landmark book charts
the intricate connections between photography and the Black Arts Movement The Black Arts
Movement brought together writers, filmmakers, and visual artists who were exploring ways of
using art to advance civil rights and Black self-determination. This book examines the vital role of
photography in the evolution of the Black Arts Movement, revealing how photographs operated
across art, community building, journalism, and political messaging to contribute to the development




of a distinctly Black art and culture. Works by Romare Bearden, Dawoud Bey, Kwame Brathwaite,
Samuel Fosso, Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, Gordon Parks, Juan Sanchez, Robert A. Sengstacke,
Lorna Simpson, Ming Smith, and Carrie Mae Weems, among dozens of other celebrated and
underappreciated artists, span documentary and fashion photography, portraiture, collage,
installation, performance, and video. Pictured luminaries include Miles Davis, Mahalia Jackson,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Bob Marley, Nina Simone, Malcolm X, and many more. The book’s essays by
distinguished scholars focus on topics such as women and the movement, community, activism, and
Black photojournalism. Taking an expansive approach, the authors consider the complex connections
between American artists and the African diaspora and the dynamic interchange of pan-African
ideas that propelled the movement. Authoritative and beautifully illustrated, this is the definitive
volume on photography and the Black Arts Movement. Published in association with the National
Gallery of Art, Washington Exhibition Schedule: National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC (September
21, 2025-January 4, 2026) J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, CA (February 24-May 24, 2026)
Mississippi Museum of Art, Jackson, MS (July 25-November 1, 2026)

afro atlantic histories dc: The African Presence and Influence on the Cultures of the Americas
Brenda M. Greene, 2010-05-11 The African Presence and Influence on the Cultures of the Americas,
an interdisciplinary collection of essays by scholars and writers whose disciplines include but are not
limited to literature, languages, linguistics, history, sociology and psychology, reflects the
complexity and diversity of the historical and cultural legacy of the African diasporic reality and
provides a critical perspective for examining the persistence of African cultural traditions in the
Americas. These writers and scholars explore the ways in which people connected by moments in
history and the common legacies of racism, classism, colonialism and imperialism, have used
literature, music, dance, religion and cultural rites and rituals to survive and resist. The poetry and
prose of Afro-Cuban icon, Nicolds Guillén and Afro-American literary legend, Gwendolyn Brooks
provide a context for exploring these themes. Guillén and Brooks symbolize the triumph of the
human spirit and the “Africanisms” present amongst people who share a common legacy originating
in Africa. Building on the themes in the work of these poets, the scholars and writers in The African
Presence and Influence on the Cultures of the Americas examine the nature, persistence and impact
of these themes in literature, language, music, dance and religion. The scholarship generated in this
collection has implications for the ways in which we read, study and teach cultural studies,
literature, history, language, African American Studies, Caribbean Studies and Africana Studies.

afro atlantic histories dc: The Fetish Revisited ]J. Lorand Matory, 2018-10-04 Since the
early-modern encounter between African and European merchants on the Guinea Coast, European
social critics have invoked African gods as metaphors for misplaced value and agency, using the
term “fetishism” chiefly to assert the irrationality of their fellow Europeans. Yet, as ]J. Lorand Matory
demonstrates in The Fetish Revisited, Afro-Atlantic gods have a materially embodied social logic of
their own, which is no less rational than the social theories of Marx and Freud. Drawing on thirty-six
years of fieldwork in Africa, Europe, and the Americas, Matory casts an Afro-Atlantic eye on
European theory to show how Marx’s and Freud’s conceptions of the fetish both illuminate and
misrepresent Africa’s human-made gods. Through this analysis, the priests, practices, and spirited
things of four major Afro-Atlantic religions simultaneously call attention to the culture-specific,
materially conditioned, physically embodied, and indeed fetishistic nature of Marx’s and Freud’s
theories themselves. Challenging long-held assumptions about the nature of gods and theories,
Matory offers a novel perspective on the social roots of these tandem African and European
understandings of collective action, while illuminating the relationship of European social theory to
the racism suffered by Africans and assimilated Jews alike.

afro atlantic histories dc: American Founders Christina Proenza-Coles, 2019-03-01 2019
Foreword INDIES Finalist American Founders reveals men and women of African descent as key
protagonists in the story of American democracy. It chronicles how black people developed and
defended New World settlements, undermined slavery, and championed freedom throughout the
hemisphere from the sixteenth through the twentieth centuries. While conventional history tends to



reduce the roles of African Americans to antebellum slavery and the civil rights movement, in reality
African residents preceded the English by a century and arrived in the Americas in numbers that far
exceeded European migrants up until 1820. Afro-Americans were omnipresent in the founding and
advancement of the Americas, and recurrently outnumbered Europeans at many times and places,
from colonial Peru to antebellum Virginia. African-descended people contributed to every facet of
American history as explorers, conquistadores, settlers, soldiers, sailors, servants, slaves, rebels,
leaders, lawyers, litigants, laborers, artisans, artists, activists, translators, teachers, doctors, nurses,
inventors, investors, merchants, mathematicians, scientists, scholars, engineers, entrepreneurs,
generals, cowboys, pirates, professors, politicians, priests, poets, and presidents. The multitude of
events and mixed-race individuals included in the book underscores that black and white Americans
share the same history, and in many cases, the same ancestry. American Foundersis meant to
celebrate this shared heritage and strengthen these bonds.

afro atlantic histories dc: Descended Keith Rushing, 2025-04-15 A mysterious name initiates
a journey to discover one family's past, and reveals more than was expected It began with a name.
Sancho. Gleaned from the memory of his oldest living relative, that name set author Keith Rushing
on a quest to recover his family's story. Rushing came to learn that Sancho was an African name, a
common practice among the Gullah-Geechee communities of the South Carolina and Georgia Sea
Islands. He found that Sancho had been born into slavery on Hilton Head Island and later fought as
a soldier in a war for self-emancipation. Rushing learned that after that war Sancho had become a
small landowner. Above all, he discovered that his family's story was richer than he had ever
imagined. In Descended, Rushing recounts his own journey of discovery, and in the process unfurls a
dramatic story about the transformation of Hilton Head. Descended is a story about family, place,
and the desire to understand where we have been and where we are going.

afro atlantic histories dc: African Intellectuals Thandika Mkandawire, 2005-05 This title
provides a study of the African intelligentsia in Africa and the diaspora.

afro atlantic histories dc: A Companion to African American History Alton Hornsby, Jr.,
2008-04-15 A Companion to African American History is a collection oforiginal and authoritative
essays arranged thematically andtopically, covering a wide range of subjects from the
seventeenthcentury to the present day. Analyzes the major sources and the most influential books
andarticles in the field Includes discussions of globalization, region, migration,gender, class and
social forces that make up the broad culturalfabric of African American history

afro atlantic histories dc: Cuba and Africa, 1959-1994 Kali Argyriadis, Giulia Bonacci, Adrien
Delmas, 2020-11-01 A history of Atlantic solidarity between Cuba and Africa, in struggle for African
independence from colonial powers The Cuban people hold a special place in the hearts of the
people of Africa. The Cuban internationalists have made a contribution to African independence,
freedom, and justice, unparalleled for its principled and selfless character.” As Nelson Mandela
states, Cuba was a key participant in the struggle for the independence of African countries during
the Cold War and the definitive ousting of colonialism from the continent. Beyond the military
interventions that played a decisive role in shaping African political history, there were many-sided
engagements between the island and the continent. Cuba and Africa, 1959-1994 is the story of tens
of thousands of individuals who crossed the Atlantic as doctors, scientists, soldiers, students and
artists. Each chapter presents a case study - from Algeria to Angola, from Equatorial Guinea to
South Africa - and shows how much of the encounter between Cuba and Africa took place in
non-militaristic fields: humanitarian and medical, scientific and educational, cultural and artistic.
The historical experience and the legacies documented in this book speak to the major ideologies
that shaped the colonial and postcolonial world, including internationalism, developmentalism and
South-South cooperation. Approaching African-Cuban relations from a multiplicity of angles, this
collection will appeal to an equally wide range of readers, from scholars in black Atlantic studies to
cultural theorists and general readers with an interest in contemporary African history.

afro atlantic histories dc: The African Diaspora Patrick Manning, 2009-05-19 Patrick Manning
refuses to divide the African diaspora into the experiences of separate regions and nations. Instead,



he follows the multiple routes that brought Africans and people of African descent into contact with
one another and with Europe, Asia, and the Americas. In weaving these stories together, Manning
shows how the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Indian Ocean fueled
dynamic interactions among black communities and cultures and how these patterns resembled
those of a number of connected diasporas concurrently taking shape across the globe. Manning
begins in 1400 and traces five central themes: the connections that enabled Africans to mutually
identify and hold together as a global community; discourses on race; changes in economic
circumstance; the character of family life; and the evolution of popular culture. His approach reveals
links among seemingly disparate worlds. In the mid-nineteenth century, for example, slavery came
under attack in North America, South America, southern Africa, West Africa, the Ottoman Empire,
and India, with former slaves rising to positions of political prominence. Yet at the beginning of the
twentieth century, the near-elimination of slavery brought new forms of discrimination that removed
almost all blacks from government for half a century. Manning underscores the profound influence
that the African diaspora had on world history, demonstrating the inextricable link between black
migration and the rise of modernity, especially in regards to the processes of industrialization and
urbanization. A remarkably inclusive and far-reaching work, The African Diaspora proves that the
advent of modernity cannot be imaginatively or comprehensively engaged without taking the African
peoples and the African continent as a whole into account.

afro atlantic histories dc: African Americans and Africa Nemata Amelia Blyden, 2019-05-28 An
introduction to the complex relationship between African Americans and the African continent What
is an African American and how does this identity relate to the African continent? Rising immigration
levels, globalization, and the United States' first African American president have all sparked new
dialogue around the question. This book provides an introduction to the relationship between
African Americans and Africa from the era of slavery to the present, mapping several overlapping
diasporas. The diversity of African American identities through relationships with region, ethnicity,
slavery, and immigration are all examined to investigate questions fundamental to the study of
African American history and culture.

afro atlantic histories dc: Empirical Futures George Baca, Aisha Khan, Stephan Palmié,
2009-12-01 Since the 1950s, anthropologist Sidney W. Mintz has been at the forefront of efforts to
integrate the disciplines of anthropology and history. Author of Sweetness and Power: The Place of
Sugar in Modern History and other groundbreaking works, he was one of the first scholars to
anticipate and critique globalization studies. However, a strong tradition of epistemologically
sophisticated and theoretically informed empiricism of the sort advanced by Mintz has yet to become
a cornerstone of contemporary anthropological scholarship. This collection of essays by leading
anthropologists and historians serves as an intervention that rests on Mintz's rigorously historicist
ethnographic work, which has long predicted the methodological crisis in anthropology today.
Contributors to this volume build on Mintzean interdisciplinarity to provide productive ways to
theorize the everyday life of local groups and communities, nation-states, and regions and the
interconnections among them. Consisting of theoretical and case studies of Latin America, North
America, the Caribbean, and Papua New Guinea, Empirical Futures demonstrates how Mintzean
perspectives advance our understanding of the relationship among empirical approaches, the uses of
ethnographic and historical data and theory-building, and the study of these from both local and
global vantage points. Contributors: George Baca, Goucher College Frederick Cooper, New York
University Virginia R. Dominguez, University of Illinois Frederick Errington, Trinity College Deborah
Gewertz, Amherst College Juan Giusti-Cordero, University of Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras Aisha Khan,
New York University Samuel Martinez, University of Connecticut Stephan Palmie, University of
Chicago Jane Schneider, City University of New York Graduate Center Rebecca J. Scott, University
of Michigan

afro atlantic histories dc: Slavery and the Making of America James Oliver Horton, Lois E.
Horton, 2005 This companion volume to the four-part PBS series on the history of American
slavery--narrated by Morgan Freeman and scheduled to air in February 2006--illuminates the human



side of this inhumane institution, presenting it largely through the stories of the slaves themselves.
Features 120 illustrations.
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