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Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab: A Guide to Mastering an Iconic Groove

walk on the wild side bass tab is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the unmistakable bassline of
Lou Reed’s classic track. For bassists, this groove is not only a timeless piece of music history but
also a fantastic exercise in feel, timing, and tone. Whether you’re a beginner eager to learn your first
iconic bassline or an intermediate player looking to refine your skills, understanding the nuances

behind the "Walk on the Wild Side" bass tab can elevate your playing significantly.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the structure of the bass part, explore tips on playing it authentically,
and provide insights into the song’s background that help explain why this bassline remains so
influential. Along the way, we’ll naturally incorporate relevant terms like bass groove, fingerstyle

technique, classic rock bass tabs, and more to give you a well-rounded perspective.

Understanding the Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab

At its core, the bassline in "Walk on the Wild Side" is deceptively simple but immensely effective. The
song, released in 1972 as part of Lou Reed’s album *Transformer*, features a bass part performed by
Herbie Flowers. The bass riff is built around a smooth, laid-back groove that perfectly complements the

song’s mellow vibe.

The Basics of the Bassline

The bass tab for "Walk on the Wild Side" consists of a repeating pattern mainly played on the lower
strings, emphasizing a relaxed yet rhythmic pulse. It’s a fantastic example of how less can be more in

music — the riff doesn’t rely on flashy techniques but rather on precision and tone.



The main notes typically hover around the open E string, with movements to the A and D strings to
create melodic interest. This approach gives the bassline a walking feel, which ties in nicely with the

song’s title and mood.

Breaking Down the Groove

Unlike fast-paced rock songs, "Walk on the Wild Side" is all about groove and subtlety. The bass line
acts as a steady foundation without overpowering the vocals or other instrumentation. To capture this,

it’s crucial to play with a consistent rhythm and focus on your fingerstyle technique.

Pay close attention to the timing of each note — slight delays or rushed hits can disrupt the iconic feel.

Using a metronome while practicing the bass tab can help internalize the groove and keep your

playing tight.

How to Read and Play the Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab

If you’re new to bass tabs or looking to polish your approach, here’s how to tackle the "Walk on the

Wild Side" bass tab step-by-step.

What You’ll Need

- A standard 4-string bass guitar tuned to E-A-D-G
- A copy of the bass tab (available through various music sites or tab books)
- An amplifier and headphones or speakers for practice

- A metronome or rhythm app to keep time



Step-by-Step Practice Tips

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Song: Listen to Lou Reed’s original track multiple times to

internalize the bass groove and overall vibe.

2. Start Slow: Play through the tab slowly, focusing on accuracy rather than speed. The groove is

all about feel, so precision is key.

3. Use Fingerstyle Technique: The original bassline was fingerpicked, so practice using your index

and middle fingers for smooth plucking.

4. Pay Attention to Dynamics: Notice how some notes are played softer or with a bit more

emphasis to drive the rhythm subtly.

5. Loop the Main Riff: Repeat the bassline continuously to build muscle memory and develop a

natural flow.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

One challenge players often face with this bass tab is maintaining the relaxed groove without rushing.

I's easy to speed up unintentionally, especially when you’re excited to play.
To combat this:
- Practice with a metronome set at a slower tempo.

- Record yourself and listen back to check if your timing matches the original.

- Focus on the pocket — imagine the bassline as the heartbeat of the song.



Another hurdle is the subtle articulation of notes, which might feel odd if you’re used to playing more
aggressive or complex basslines. Try experimenting with your plucking hand’s position and pressure to

replicate the warm, vintage sound Herbie Flowers achieved.

The Importance of Tone and Gear for the Perfect Sound

While playing the notes correctly is vital, capturing the tone of the "Walk on the Wild Side" bassline is
equally important to truly bring the tab to life. Herbie Flowers used a Fender Jazz Bass, though the
exact gear setup has been debated. What matters most is the mellow, rounded tone that sits

comfortably in the mix.

Tips for Achieving the Classic Tone

Use Flatwound Strings: These strings produce a smooth, less bright sound, which is closer to the

original recording.

Set Your Amp for Warmth: Dial back the treble and boost the mids slightly to get a vintage vibe.

Experiment with Pickup Selection: On a Jazz Bass, use the neck pickup or blend pickups to

soften the attack.

Play Near the Neck: Plucking closer to the neck rather than the bridge can create a rounder,

fuller sound.



Why the Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab Matters to Bassists

Beyond its historical significance, this bassline teaches important lessons in how simplicity and groove
can make a song unforgettable. For bass players, it’'s an excellent study in timing, restraint, and tone

control.
Many bassists find that mastering this riff improves their overall sense of rhythm and their ability to

support vocals and other instruments without overpowering them. It’s a perfect example of serving the

song rather than showcasing technical prowess.

Incorporating This Bassline into Your Playing Style

Once you’ve nailed the "Walk on the Wild Side" bass tab, consider how its principles apply to other

genres and songs:
- Focus on locking in with the drums to build a solid rhythm section.
- Use space and silence effectively — not every moment needs a note.

- Experiment with dynamics to add emotional depth to your playing.

These skills are invaluable whether you play rock, funk, jazz, or pop.

Resources for Learning and Practicing the Walk on the Wild

Side Bass Tab

There’s no shortage of online resources if you want to dive deeper into this iconic bassline. Here are

some helpful options:



Official Tab Books: Look for bass tab books featuring Lou Reed or classic rock collections.

Video Tutorials: YouTube channels often break down the bassline note-by-note with visual

demonstrations.

Interactive Tab Sites: Platforms like Ultimate Guitar offer user-submitted tabs with ratings and

comments.

Backing Tracks: Practice along with instrumental versions of the song to simulate playing in a

band.

Using a combination of these tools can speed up your learning process and make practice more

engaging.

The "Walk on the Wild Side" bass tab remains a beloved piece of music for bass players of all levels.
Its blend of simplicity, groove, and timeless appeal makes it a perfect starting point for those wanting
to develop a strong rhythmic foundation and a keen ear for tone. Whether you’re playing for fun or
performing on stage, mastering this bassline will add an essential classic to your repertoire and

deepen your appreciation for the art of bass playing.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find accurate bass tabs for 'Walk on the Wild Side'?

You can find accurate bass tabs for 'Walk on the Wild Side' on websites like Ultimate Guitar,

Songsterr, and BassTabs, which offer user-submitted and verified tabs.



What tuning is used for the bass in 'Walk on the Wild Side'?

The bass in 'Walk on the Wild Side' by Lou Reed is played in standard tuning (E A D G).

Is the 'Walk on the Wild Side' bass line difficult for beginners?

The bass line is relatively simple and repetitive, making it a good practice piece for beginners to

develop groove and timing.

Who originally played the bass on 'Walk on the Wild Side'?

Herbie Flowers was the bassist who originally played the iconic bass line on 'Walk on the Wild Side."

What style is the 'Walk on the Wild Side' bass line played in?

The bass line is played in a laid-back, walking style with a smooth and melodic groove, typical of early

1970s rock.

Are there any instructional videos available for learning the 'Walk on

the Wild Side' bass tab?

Yes, many bass instructors have uploaded tutorial videos on YouTube that break down the 'Walk on

the Wild Side' bass line step-by-step.

Can | use a pick or fingers to play the 'Walk on the Wild Side' bass
line?

The original bass line is fingerstyle, but using a pick is possible if preferred, though fingerstyle better

captures the smooth tone.

What makes the 'Walk on the Wild Side' bass line iconic?

Its simple yet catchy melodic progression combined with a steady groove makes the bass line instantly



recognizable and iconic.

How long does it typically take to learn the 'Walk on the Wild Side’

bass tab?

For a beginner, it may take a few days to a week to learn it cleanly, while intermediate players can

pick it up in a few hours.

Can | play the 'Walk on the Wild Side' bass line on a 5-string bass?

Yes, you can play it on a 5-string bass, though the standard 4-string bass is sufficient as the song

uses notes within the standard range.

Additional Resources

Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab: A Detailed Exploration for Bassists

walk on the wild side bass tab has become a sought-after resource for bass players aiming to capture
the iconic groove of Lou Reed’s classic track. The bass line, performed originally by Herbie Flowers, is
renowned for its distinctive, laid-back rhythm and melodic simplicity that nonetheless carries a
compelling depth. For bassists, learning this riff not only enhances technical skill but also deepens

understanding of how a bass can anchor a song’s mood and groove.

Understanding the Significance of the Walk on the Wild Side

Bass Line

The bass line in "Walk on the Wild Side" is often celebrated for its minimalist yet effective composition.
Unlike complex bass solos, this riff relies on subtlety and precision. It’s a prime example of how a

simple bass tab can elevate a song’s atmosphere, providing a steady foundation while allowing the



vocals and other instruments to shine.

Herbie Flowers’ approach to the bass line features a mix of electric bass and double bass, giving the
track a unique tonal texture. This dual-instrument technique adds warmth and resonance,
distinguishing the bass tab from more conventional rock or pop bass lines. For musicians studying the
walk on the wild side bass tab, replicating this tone requires careful attention to note choice and

playing style, alongside equipment considerations.

Technical Breakdown of the Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab

Analyzing the bass tab reveals a straightforward pattern centered around a few key notes. The riff
primarily oscillates between the root notes of the chords, with occasional passing tones that add
melodic interest without complicating the rhythm. This makes it accessible for intermediate bassists

while still challenging them to maintain a consistent groove.

The rhythm of the bass line is syncopated but relaxed, emphasizing the off-beats to complement the
song’s laid-back vibe. This syncopation is crucial for capturing the feel of the original recording and is

an important focus when practicing the walk on the wild side bass tab.

Comparative Analysis: Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab vs. Other

Classic Bass Lines

When compared with other iconic bass riffs—such as Queen’s "Another One Bites the Dust" or The
Rolling Stones’ "Satisfaction"—the walk on the wild side bass tab stands out for its subtlety. While
many famous bass lines rely on aggressive picking or fast tempos, this tab demonstrates how restraint

and timing can be equally impactful.

This distinction is valuable for bass players exploring different styles. Incorporating the walk on the wild



side bass tab into their repertoire encourages a nuanced approach to bass playing, focusing on groove

and feel rather than speed or complexity.

Where to Find Reliable Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tabs

Given the popularity of the song, numerous versions of the walk on the wild side bass tab are
available online. However, not all tabs are equally accurate or useful for learners. Professional tab
sites often provide transcriptions that closely mirror the original recording, complete with notation for

timing and note articulation.
Bass educators frequently recommend cross-referencing multiple sources, including video tutorials and

official sheet music when available. This comprehensive approach helps players understand the

nuances of the bass line and avoid common transcription errors found in user-submitted tabs.

Tips for Mastering the Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab

¢ Focus on timing: The groove depends heavily on precise rhythmic placement.

o Experiment with tone: Emulating Herbie Flowers’ warm sound may involve adjusting amplifier

settings or using a hollow-body bass.

» Practice fingerstyle technique: The original line was played fingerstyle, lending a smooth and

consistent attack.

¢ Use a metronome: Maintaining steady tempo is essential, especially given the song’s subtle

rhythmic shifts.

e Listen to the original track repeatedly: Immersion aids in internalizing the feel beyond just



reading the tab.

The Role of the Bass in Walk on the Wild Side’s Overall Sound

The bass in "Walk on the Wild Side" is more than a rhythmic backbone; it plays a melodic and
atmospheric role. Its gentle pulses interact with the song’s lyrical themes, reinforcing the narrative’s
cool, detached tone. By studying the walk on the wild side bass tab, musicians gain insight into how

bass parts can contribute to storytelling in music.
Moreover, the bass line’s simplicity makes it an excellent case study for players interested in

minimalist music arrangements. It demonstrates that complexity in music does not always come from

many notes but from how those notes are played and positioned within the song’s structure.

Challenges Bassists May Encounter with the Walk on the Wild Side

Bass Tab

While the tab appears straightforward, several challenges arise when attempting to replicate the

original sound:

1. Tone replication: Achieving the exact warmth and sustain of the original requires specific

equipment and playing techniques.

2. Rhythmic subtlety: The syncopated feel demands careful practice to avoid sounding mechanical.

3. Dynamic control: Maintaining consistent volume and attack helps preserve the track’s smooth

flow.



Overcoming these challenges often involves iterative practice and listening, reinforcing the importance

of aural skills alongside technical proficiency.

Impact of the Walk on the Wild Side Bass Tab on

Contemporary Bass Playing

The influence of the walk on the wild side bass tab extends beyond its era, inspiring bassists across
various genres. Its blend of simplicity and groove has informed the approach of funk, jazz, and indie
bass players alike. This bass line exemplifies how minimalism can be powerful, encouraging musicians

to explore melody and rhythm in tandem.
Furthermore, the tab’s presence in bass education materials underscores its instructional value. Many
bass instructors include it in curricula focused on groove development and tone production, highlighting

its role as a foundational piece for bassists developing their musical vocabulary.

In essence, the walk on the wild side bass tab remains a benchmark for players seeking to blend

technical skill with expressive playing, a testament to its enduring musical legacy.

Walk On The Wild Side Bass Tab

walk on the wild side bass tab: Bass Tab White Pages (Songbook) Hal Leonard Corp.,
2001-07-01 (Bass Recorded Versions). A must-have for any bass player! This outstanding 200-song
collection features note-for-note bass transcriptions with tab, straight from the original recordings.
All styles of music are represented in this massive compilation. Includes: All Apologies * All Shook
Up * Another One Bites the Dust * Are You Gonna Go My Way * Baby Love * Bad Medicine * Badge *
Barracuda * Beast of Burden * Blue on Black * Blue Suede Shoes * Blueberry Hill * Brass in Pocket *
Bulls on Parade * Carry on Wayward Son * Cherry Pie * Come Out and Play * Come to My Window *
Come Together * Couldn't Stand the Weather * Detroit Rock City * Eight Days a Week * Fly Away *
Free Ride * Get Ready * Great Balls of Fire * Hard to Handle * Hey Joe * Hey Man Nice Shot *
Higher Ground * I Can See for Miles * [ Fought the Law * The Impression That I Get * Into the Great
Wide Open * Iris * Iron Man * Jessica * Learn to Fly * Maggie May * Maria Maria * Money * My Girl *
Oye Como Va * Paperback Writer * Paranoid * Pride and Joy * Riding with the King * Semi-Charmed
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Life * Sultans of Swing * Under Pressure * Walk of Life * Would? * Wonderwall * and many more!

walk on the wild side bass tab: First 50 Songs You Should Play on Bass Hal Leonard
Corp., 2016-01-01 (Bass). If you're new to the bass, you are probably eager to learn some songs. This
book provides easy arrangements in tab with lyrics for the most popular songs bassists want to play.
Includes: American Girl * Billie Jean * Blister in the Sun * Crossfire * Hey Joe * I Got You (I Feel
Good) * Livin' on a Prayer * Low Rider * Money * Monkey Wrench * My Generation * Paranoid *
Peter Gunn * The Pink Panther * Roxanne * Should I Stay or Should I Go * Uptown Funk * What's
Going On * With or Without You * Yellow * and more!

walk on the wild side bass tab: Guitar Theory For Dummies with Online Practice Desi
Serna, 2021-11-02 Make your guitar sing with insight on music theory brings your instrument to life
There’s a universe of incredible music living in your guitar. You just need to discover how to let it
out. In Guitar Theory For Dummies, expert guitarist and instructor Desi Serna walks you through the
music theory concepts you need to understand to expand your musical horizons. From deciphering
the mysteries of the fretboard to adapting chord progressions to a song’s key, you’ll master
techniques that will help you move past simple, three-chord songs to more complex and creative
pieces. Build on your existing knowledge of open and barre chords and simple progressions with
practical instruction that demystifies scales and chord voicings and shows you how to bring them
together to create impressive music. You can also jump over to dummies.com to hear audio samples
of the examples featured in the book. You'll also learn: How chords, keys, and scales are built and
how they interact with one another Powerful concepts, like intervals, chord extensions, modes and
modal scales, that grant access to a world of musical possibilities How popular songs apply elements
of guitar theory and how you can apply the same techniques Free yourself from the confines of tab
sheets and simple chords and start enjoying all the musical potential of your guitar. Guitar Theory
For Dummies is for anyone who wants to unlock the next stage of their musical journey.

walk on the wild side bass tab: Rock N Roll Gold Rush Maury Dean, 2003 An appreciation
of Rock-n-Roll, song by song, from its roots and its inspriations to its divergent recent trends. A work
of rough genius; DeanOCOs attempt to make connections though time and across genres is laudable.

walk on the wild side bass tab: AS Music Literacy Workbook Rebecca Berkley, Paul Terry,
2011-02-07 Suitable for exam boards: Edexcel, AQA, OCR, WJEC. The AS Music Literacy Workbook
is designed to develop students’ notational skills to the level necessary to succeed in their AS studies
and beyond. With an emphasis on learning by doing, this workbook explains the notation of a wide
variety of instrumental techniques and includes a whole chapter devoted to score reading, with
numerous exercises encouraging students to cross-reference their knowledge. Author Rebecca
Berkley is a freelance writer, musician and music education consultant. After starting her career as
a music teacher in secondary schools, she became a lecturer in music education at the University of
Southampton and the Institute of Education, University of London. Her PhD thesis focused on how
GCSE students learn to compose, and how best to teach them.

walk on the wild side bass tab: Selections from Rolling Stone Magazine's 500 Greatest
Songs of All Time - Classic Rock to Modern Rock Alfred Music, 2008-07-03 Sixty-seven of the
best songs of the rock era, all chosen from Rolling Stone magazine's 500 Greatest Songs of All Time
list. The book covers 67 classic songs spanning the classic rock era to the modern rock era all
arranged to include all important guitar parts and yet remain easily playable. Songs Include: * Alison
* Another Brick in the Wall Part 2 * Back in Black * Bad Moon Rising * Beat It * Billie Jean * Bitter
Sweet Symphony * Bizarre Love Triangle * Black Dog * Blitzkrieg Bop * Born in the U.S.A. * Born to
Run * The Boys of Summer * Brown Sugar * Come Together * Comfortably Numb * Fake Plastic
Trees * Family Affair * Fast Car * Get Up (I Feel Like Being a) Sex Machine * Gimme Shelter * Go
Your Own Way * God Save the Queen * Good Times * Graceland * Heartbreaker * Highway to Hell *
Hotel California * I Wanna Be Sedated * Into the Mystic * Iron Man * Kashmir * Knocking on
Heaven's Door * Layla * Like a Prayer * Lola * London Calling * Losing My Religion * Lust for Life *
Maggie May * Moondance * No Woman, No Cry * Paradise City * Paranoid * Paranoid Android *
(What's So Funny 'Bout) Peace Love and Understanding? * Personality Crisis * Radio Free Europe *



(Don't Fear) the Reaper * Respect * Sheena Is a Punk Rocker * Should I Stay or Should I Go * Spirit
in the Sky * Stairway to Heaven * Stayin' Alive * Sweet Child O' Mine * Tangled Up in Blue * Thank
You (Falettinme Be Mice Elf Agin) * Thunder Road * Walk on the Wild Side * Welcome to the Jungle *
What's Going On * Whipping Post * Whole Lotta Love * Wild Horses * Wish You Were Here * You
Can't Always Get What You Want

walk on the wild side bass tab: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music: A Band of Angels-Burnel,
Jean Jacques Colin Larkin, 1998

walk on the wild side bass tab: Wasted Days and Wasted Nights Tammy Lorraine Huerta
Fender, 2017-08-16 “Just let me sing!” These are the prophetic words of Freddy Fender, who rose
from an impoverished background in south Texas to achieve international superstardom as a rock n’
country singer during the 1970s. For the millions of fans worldwide who have loved Freddy, this
book offers an in-depth exploration of Freddy’s personal and professional life: from his hardscrabble
childhood to his raucous early years, leading to his explosion onto the world stage as a one-of-a-kind
performer. The Life Story of Freddy Fender is the first of a two-volume publication which will tell the
story of this singular entertainer. Written by Freddy’s daughter, Tammy Lorraine Huerta Fender, the
book conveys in rich detail what Freddy went through to succeed. The book also reveals the painful
truth behind that success, and how the misery of substance abuse tore both him and his family
apart. Freddy’s journey to redemption forms the heart of this biography, as does his faith in a Higher
Power. Frank, uncompromising, and bold, this book is the definitive work on the life and legacy of
Freddy Fender, told as no other could tell.

walk on the wild side bass tab: 2001 San Francisco Restaurants Alain Gayot, 2001
Complete listings and reviews for over 1000 eateries in San Francisco and the Bay area.

walk on the wild side bass tab: New York Magazine , 1984-06-25 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

walk on the wild side bass tab: Billboard , 1959-07-27 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

walk on the wild side bass tab: Backpacker , 2001-03 Backpacker brings the outdoors straight
to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature more
often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled magazine, and
the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and survival tips
they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing design, feature
and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other outdoor-industry
awards are measured.

walk on the wild side bass tab: Billboard , 1965-06-05 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

walk on the wild side bass tab: Outdoor Life , 1961

walk on the wild side bass tab: Forest and Stream , 1919

walk on the wild side bass tab: Nebraskaland , 1966

walk on the wild side bass tab: Canadian Periodical Index , 1997

walk on the wild side bass tab: Joel Whitburn's Top Pop Singles 1955-2002 Joel
Whitburn, 2003 (Book). A full 48 years in the making, Joel Whitburn's Top Pop Singles 1955-2002
(10th Edition) is by far the biggest and best edition of our bestseller we've ever published. From
vinyl 45s to CD singles to album tracks, here and only here are the more than 25,000 titles and



6,000 artists that appeared on Billboard 's Pop music charts from January, 1955 through December,
2002. Painstakingly researched and brimming with basic chart facts, detailed artist and title data,
plus great new features and format changes that make it more useful than ever!

walk on the wild side bass tab: The British Catalogue of Music , 2003

walk on the wild side bass tab: Billboard , 1959-09-28 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
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