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The Fall of Alexander the Great: Unraveling the End of an Empire

the fall of alexander the great marks one of the most fascinating and debated moments
in ancient history. Known for his unparalleled conquests and the rapid expansion of one of
the largest empires the world had seen, Alexander’s sudden decline and death left a power
vacuum that reshaped the political landscape of the ancient world. But what exactly led to
the fall of this legendary figure? And how did his demise influence the fate of the vast
territories he once controlled?

Exploring these questions takes us on a journey through the complexities of Alexander’s
final years, the challenges he faced both internally and externally, and the legacy that
followed his unexpected end.

The Rise and Reign of Alexander the Great

Before diving into the fall of Alexander the great, it’s important to briefly understand the
incredible trajectory that brought him to power. Ascending the Macedonian throne at just
20 years old after the assassination of his father, King Philip II, Alexander embarked on a
series of military campaigns that would extend his empire from Greece to Egypt and all
the way to the edges of India.

His strategic brilliance, charismatic leadership, and relentless ambition made him virtually
unstoppable on the battlefield. Alexander’s empire was not only vast geographically but
also culturally diverse, as he sought to blend Greek and Eastern traditions through
policies like founding cities (most famously Alexandria in Egypt) and encouraging
marriages between his soldiers and local women.

The Fall of Alexander the Great: The Final Years

Health and Physical Decline

One of the most immediate factors contributing to the fall of Alexander the great was his
deteriorating health. Historical accounts suggest that Alexander suffered from a
prolonged illness, possibly typhoid fever or malaria, which severely weakened him after
years of constant campaigning. The physical toll of relentless battles in unfamiliar
climates, combined with injuries sustained over time, left him vulnerable in ways that his
earlier invincibility had masked.

His declining health meant that Alexander’s ability to control his empire and manage his
generals was compromised. As a once-vibrant warrior king, his physical weakening
created an opening for uncertainty and instability within the ranks.



Political Instability and Succession Crisis

Unlike many rulers who establish clear plans for succession, Alexander’s approach toward
his heirs was ambiguous at best. He had a son, Alexander IV, born posthumously, but no
clear decision had been made about who would succeed him. This uncertainty fueled
tension among his generals and advisors, known as the Diadochi, who were eager to carve
out their own spheres of influence.

The lack of a strong, legitimate heir triggered a power struggle that quickly unraveled the
unity of the empire. Once Alexander died in 323 BCE, his generals divided the empire into
several Hellenistic kingdoms, marking the beginning of the Wars of the Successors and
the eventual fragmentation of his conquests.

The Psychological and Emotional Toll

The fall of Alexander the great cannot be fully understood without considering the
psychological impact of his endless campaigns. Reports from ancient historians paint a
picture of a leader who grew increasingly paranoid, ruthless, and isolated as time went on.
His killing of close friends and even family members in fits of rage indicated a ruler under
immense mental strain.

This emotional turmoil may have led to poor decision-making in his final years, such as
demanding excessive loyalty and forcing cultural assimilation that alienated many of his
subjects and allies. Such tension weakened the social fabric of the empire, making it more
susceptible to collapse after his death.

Legacy and Aftermath of Alexander’s Demise

The Fragmentation of the Empire

The immediate consequence of the fall of Alexander the great was the division of his
empire into multiple territories controlled by his former generals. These successor states
included the Ptolemaic Kingdom in Egypt, the Seleucid Empire in Persia and
Mesopotamia, and the Antigonid dynasty in Macedonia.

This fragmentation ended any hope of a unified empire stretching from Greece to India.
Instead, it ushered in a period of constant warfare and shifting alliances among the
Hellenistic kingdoms, which would dominate the Mediterranean and Near East for
centuries.

Cultural Impact and Hellenization



Despite the political collapse, Alexander’s legacy lived on through the widespread cultural
diffusion known as Hellenization. Greek language, art, architecture, and philosophy
spread throughout the conquered regions, blending with local cultures to create a rich,
hybrid civilization.

The cities he founded became centers of learning and commerce, and the ideas promoted
during his reign influenced everything from governance to science. This cultural legacy
arguably outlasted the political empire itself and shaped the course of Western and
Eastern civilizations alike.

Lessons from the Fall of Alexander the Great

Studying the fall of Alexander the great offers valuable insights into leadership, empire-
building, and the challenges of maintaining power over vast territories. Key lessons
include:

The importance of clear succession planning: Without a designated heir or
governing structure, even the mightiest empires can quickly dissolve.

The limits of military conquest: Expanding an empire through force alone is
unsustainable without effective political and social integration.

The human cost of ambition: The psychological strain on leaders and their
subjects can have profound consequences for stability.

Cultural integration as a tool for unity: While Alexander’s attempts at fusion
were imperfect, they highlight the role of cultural diplomacy in empire management.

Reflecting on the Historical Significance

The fall of Alexander the great remains a compelling subject because it highlights how
even the most extraordinary individuals are vulnerable to the forces of fate, health, and
human politics. His story is not just one of conquest, but also a cautionary tale about the
fragile nature of power and the complexity of empire.

Today, historians and enthusiasts alike continue to explore the nuances of his reign and
downfall, drawing parallels between ancient empires and modern geopolitical dynamics.
The fascination with Alexander’s life and death endures because it touches on universal
themes of ambition, mortality, and legacy that resonate across time.

Ultimately, the fall of Alexander the great serves as a reminder that greatness, while
inspiring, is often accompanied by vulnerability—and that the end of one era can be the
beginning of many others.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the fall of Alexander the
Great?
The fall of Alexander the Great was primarily caused by his sudden death in 323 BCE due
to illness, which led to a power vacuum and the eventual fragmentation of his empire
among his generals.

How did Alexander the Great's death impact his empire?
Alexander's death without a clear successor caused his vast empire to be divided among
his generals, known as the Diadochi, leading to prolonged conflicts and the eventual
establishment of several Hellenistic kingdoms.

Did Alexander the Great face any significant rebellions
or challenges during his reign?
Yes, Alexander faced various rebellions, such as those in Persia and India, but he managed
to suppress them. However, continuous military campaigns and governance challenges
contributed to instability toward the end of his reign.

What role did Alexander's generals play in the fall of his
empire?
After Alexander's death, his generals, known as the Diadochi, fought for control over
different parts of the empire, weakening the unity of the empire and ultimately causing its
disintegration into smaller Hellenistic states.

Was Alexander the Great's empire sustainable after his
death?
No, the empire was not sustainable after Alexander's death because it was largely held
together by his personal leadership and military prowess. Without a strong successor, the
empire quickly fragmented.

How did the fall of Alexander the Great influence
subsequent history?
The fall of Alexander's empire led to the Hellenistic period, characterized by the spread of
Greek culture across the Middle East and Asia. It set the stage for the rise of successor
states like the Ptolemaic and Seleucid empires, influencing history for centuries.



Additional Resources
The Fall of Alexander the Great: An Analytical Review of the End of an Empire

the fall of alexander the great marks one of the most pivotal moments in ancient
history, signaling the abrupt end of a reign that reshaped the geopolitical landscape of the
known world. Alexander’s meteoric rise as a military genius and visionary conqueror
established an empire stretching from Greece through Egypt and into the heart of India.
Yet, despite his apparent invincibility, the circumstances surrounding his decline and
death reveal a complex interplay of political intrigue, health crises, and the fragility of
empire-building. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of Alexander’s fall,
exploring the contributing factors that brought about the disintegration of his vast
dominion and the legacy left in its wake.

The Context of Alexander’s Empire at Its Zenith

Before analyzing the fall of Alexander the great, it is essential to understand the scope and
structure of his empire at its height. By 323 BCE, Alexander had achieved unprecedented
military success, blending Greek and Persian cultures through his policy of fusion. His
administrative reforms and establishment of cities such as Alexandria helped solidify
Hellenistic influence across diverse regions. However, the very size and diversity of his
empire sowed seeds of instability.

The rapid expansion meant that centralized control was tenuous, relying heavily on
Alexander’s personal leadership and charisma. His absence on distant campaigns left local
satraps (governors) with considerable autonomy, which occasionally led to power
struggles. The integration of Greek and eastern customs, while innovative, met resistance
both from Macedonian elites and native populations. These internal tensions
foreshadowed the challenges that would arise following Alexander’s demise.

Health Issues and the Untimely Death of Alexander

One of the most debated aspects surrounding the fall of Alexander the great is the cause
of his sudden death at the age of 32. Historical sources suggest a range of possibilities,
including malaria, typhoid fever, poisoning, or complications from previous battle wounds.
Modern medical analyses tend to favor infectious diseases exacerbated by exhaustion and
heavy drinking as plausible explanations.

Alexander’s declining health had immediate political consequences. With no clear
heir—his son Alexander IV was born after his death—the question of succession became a
volatile issue. The absence of a stable transition plan plunged the empire into uncertainty,
undermining the cohesion that had been maintained under his leadership.



Political Fragmentation and the Wars of the
Diadochi

Following Alexander’s death, his generals, known as the Diadochi, engaged in a bitter
struggle for control over the empire. This period, marked by shifting alliances and brutal
conflicts, effectively dismantled the unified realm Alexander had built. The power vacuum
exposed the empire’s structural weaknesses and the unsustainability of its rapid
expansion.

Key Factors Leading to the Empire’s Disintegration

Lack of a Clear Successor: Alexander’s failure to appoint a competent and
uncontested heir precipitated a leadership crisis.

Ambitious Generals: The Diadochi, including figures like Ptolemy, Seleucus, and
Antigonus, prioritized personal power over imperial unity.

Ethnic and Cultural Divisions: Varied populations within the empire had divergent
loyalties, complicating centralized governance.

Geographic Challenges: The vast distances and difficult terrains hindered effective
communication and control.

These factors collectively contributed to the fragmentation of Alexander’s empire into
several Hellenistic kingdoms, each ruled by rival successors.

The Impact on the Hellenistic World

While the fall of Alexander the great ended the possibility of a single, sprawling empire, it
simultaneously launched the Hellenistic era—a period defined by the spread of Greek
culture throughout the Near East and parts of Asia. Successor states like the Ptolemaic
Kingdom in Egypt and the Seleucid Empire in Persia became centers of learning, art, and
political power.

This diffusion of culture and knowledge arguably represents one of Alexander’s most
enduring legacies, despite the political fragmentation that followed. The blending of Greek
and local traditions enriched the ancient world and set the stage for future cultural and
scientific advancements.



The Role of Leadership and Legacy in Alexander’s
Fall

The fall of Alexander the great also serves as a case study in leadership dynamics and the
importance of succession planning in empire maintenance. Alexander’s personal charisma
and military prowess were irreplaceable assets, but reliance on a single figurehead
ultimately proved unsustainable. His death exposed the empire’s dependence on his
presence and the lack of institutional structures robust enough to survive his absence.

Comparative Insights: Alexander and Other Historical
Conquerors

When compared to other historical figures such as Julius Caesar or Genghis Khan,
Alexander’s predicament highlights similar patterns:

Rapid Expansion: Swift military conquests without parallel administrative1.
consolidation.

Succession Crises: Lack of clear heirs or governance frameworks leading to civil2.
wars.

Cultural Integration Challenges: Difficulty in unifying diverse populations under a3.
central authority.

These recurring themes emphasize the complexities of empire-building and the fragile
balance between conquest and governance.

In analyzing the fall of Alexander the great, it becomes evident that his demise was not
merely a consequence of personal misfortune but a reflection of broader systemic
vulnerabilities. His death triggered a cascade of events that fractured his empire but also
catalyzed the emergence of new political and cultural orders. The story of Alexander’s fall
thus remains a profound lesson on the impermanence of power and the enduring influence
of visionary leadership.

The Fall Of Alexander The Great

  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great John Boardman, 2019-01-08 An
illustrious scholar presents an elegant, concise, and generously illustrated exploration of Alexander
the Great’s representations in art and literature through the ages John Boardman is one of the
world’s leading authorities on ancient Greece, and his acclaimed books command a broad
readership. In this book, he looks beyond the life of Alexander the Great in order to examine the
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astonishing range of Alexanders created by generations of authors, historians, and artists
throughout the world—from Scotland to China. Alexander’s defeat of the Persian Empire in 331 BC
captured the popular imagination, inspiring an endless series of stories and representations that
emerged shortly after his death and continues today. An art historian and archaeologist, Boardman
draws on his deep knowledge of Alexander and the ancient world to reflect on the most interesting
and emblematic depictions of this towering historical figure. Some of the stories in this book relate
to historical events associated with Alexander’s military career and some to the fantasy that has
been woven around him, and Boardman relates each with his customary verve and erudition. From
Alexander’s biographers in ancient Greece to the illustrated Alexander “Romances” of the Middle
Ages to operas, films, and even modern cartoons, this generously illustrated volume takes readers on
a fascinating cultural journey as it delivers a perfect pairing of subject and author.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Failure John D Grainger, 2009-08-11 In
this authoritative book John Grainger explores the foundations of Alexander's empire and why it did
not survive after his untimely death in 323 BC.
  the fall of alexander the great: The Last Will and Testament of Alexander the Great
David Grant, 2021-09-30 A re-assessment of Alexander the Great's death, exposing a conspiracy by
Alexander's generals after his death to undermine his empire. Alexander the Great conquered the
largest empire the world had ever seen while still in his twenties but fell fatally ill in Babylon before
reaching 33 years old. His wife Roxanne was still pregnant with what would be his only legitimate
son, so there was no clear-cut heir. The surviving accounts of his dying days differ on crucial detail,
with the most popular version claiming Alexander uttered ‘to the strongest’ when asked to nominate
a successor on his deathbed. Decades of ‘civil war’ ensued as Alexander’s hard-won empire was torn
asunder by generals in the bloody ‘funeral games’ his alleged final words heralded in. The fighting
for supremacy inevitably led to the extermination of his bloodline. But was Alexander really so
short-sighted and irresponsible? Finally, after 2,340 years, the mystery is unravelled. In a forensic
first, David Grant presents a compelling case for what he terms the ‘greatest succession cover up of
all time’. Alexander’s lost Last Will and Testament is given new credibility and Grant deciphers
events that led to its erasure from history by the generals who wanted to carve up the empire for
themselves.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Edward M. Anson, 2013-04-11
Alexander the Great's life and career are here examined through the major issues surrounding his
reign. What were Alexander's ultimate ambitions? Why did he pursue his own deification while alive?
Did he actually set the world in 'a new groove' as has been claimed by some scholars? And was his
death natural or the result of a murderous conspiracy? Each of the key themes, arranged as
chapters, will be presented in approximately chronological order so that readers unfamiliar with the
life of Alexander will be able to follow the narrative. The themes are tied to the major controversies
and questions surrounding Alexander's career and legacy. Each chapter includes a discussion of the
major academic positions on each issue, and includes a full and up-to-date bibliography and an
evaluation of the historical evidence. All source material is in translation. Designed to bring new
clarity to the contentious history of Alexander the Great, this is an ideal introduction to one of
history's most controversial figures.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Waldemar Heckel, Lawrence A. Tritle,
2011-09-19 Alexander the Great: A New History combines traditional scholarship with contemporary
research to offer an innovative treatment of one of history's most famous figures. Written by leading
experts in the field Looks at a wide range of diverse topics including Alexander's religious views, his
entourage during his campaign East, his sexuality, the influence of his legacy, and his
representations in art and cinema Discusses Alexander's influence, from his impact on his
contemporaries to his portrayals in recent Hollywood films A highly informed and enjoyable resource
for students and interested general readers
  the fall of alexander the great: By the Spear Ian Worthington, 2014-05-02 Alexander the
Great, arguably the most exciting figure from antiquity, waged war as a Homeric hero and lived as



one, conquering native peoples and territories on a superhuman scale. From the time he invaded
Asia in 334 to his death in 323, he expanded the Macedonian empire from Greece in the west to Asia
Minor, the Levant, Egypt, Central Asia and India (Pakistan and Kashmir) in the east. Although many
other kings and generals forged empires, Alexander produced one that was without parallel, even if
it was short-lived. And yet, Alexander could not have achieved what he did without the
accomplishments of his father, Philip II (r. 359-336). It was Philip who truly changed the course of
Macedonian history, transforming a weak, disunited, and economically backward kingdom into a
military powerhouse. A warrior king par excellence, Philip left Alexander with the greatest army in
the Greek world, a centralized monarchy, economic prosperity, and a plan to invade Asia. For the
first time, By the Spear offers an exhilarating military narrative of the reigns of these two
larger-than-life figures in one volume. Ian Worthington gives full breadth to the careers of father and
son, showing how Philip was the architect of the Macedonian empire, which reached its zenith under
Alexander, only to disintegrate upon his death. By the Spear also explores the impact of Greek
culture in the East, as Macedonian armies became avatars of social and cultural change in lands far
removed from the traditional sphere of Greek influence. In addition, the book discusses the problems
Alexander faced in dealing with a diverse subject population and the strategies he took to what
might be called nation building, all of which shed light on contemporary events in culturally
dissimilar regions of the world. The result is a gripping and unparalleled account of the role these
kings played in creating a vast empire and the enduring legacy they left behind.
  the fall of alexander the great: Empire of Alexander the Great Debra Skelton, Pamela Dell,
2005 A look at what made Alexander a brilliant military tactician and a charismatic leader. It also
explores what the Eastern world learned through contact with Alexander and what Alexander
brought the West from the Persian Empire.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Katie Marsico, 2009 Examines the life of
Alexander the Great, including his childhood, education, rise to power, major conquests, and
untimely death at age thirty-two.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Robin Lane Fox, 1973 Series follows
well-known personalities back to the ancient times in which they lived.
  the fall of alexander the great: History of Alexander the Great, Etc Jacob ABBOTT, 1853
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Philip Freeman, 2011-01-04 In the first
authoritative biography of Alexander the Great written for a general audience in a generation,
classicist and historian Philip Freeman tells the remarkable life of the great conqueror. The
celebrated Macedonian king has been one of the most enduring figures in history. He was a general
of such skill and renown that for two thousand years other great leaders studied his strategy and
tactics, from Hannibal to Napoleon, with countless more in between. He flashed across the sky of
history like a comet, glowing brightly and burning out quickly: crowned at age nineteen, dead by
thirty-two. He established the greatest empire of the ancient world; Greek coins and statues are
found as far east as Afghanistan. Our interest in him has never faded. Alexander was born into the
royal family of Macedonia, the kingdom that would soon rule over Greece. Tutored as a boy by
Aristotle, Alexander had an inquisitive mind that would serve him well when he faced formidable
obstacles during his military campaigns. Shortly after taking command of the army, he launched an
invasion of the Persian empire, and continued his conquests as far south as the deserts of Egypt and
as far east as the mountains of present-day Pakistan and the plains of India. Alexander spent nearly
all his adult life away from his homeland, and he and his men helped spread the Greek language
throughout western Asia, where it would become the lingua franca of the ancient world. Within a
short time after Alexander’s death in Baghdad, his empire began to fracture. Best known among his
successors are the Ptolemies of Egypt, whose empire lasted until Cleopatra. In his lively and
authoritative biography of Alexander, classical scholar and historian Philip Freeman describes
Alexander’s astonishing achievements and provides insight into the mercurial character of the great
conqueror. Alexander could be petty and magnanimous, cruel and merciful, impulsive and
farsighted. Above all, he was ferociously, intensely competitive and could not tolerate losing—which



he rarely did. As Freeman explains, without Alexander, the influence of Greece on the ancient world
would surely not have been as great as it was, even if his motivation was not to spread Greek culture
for beneficial purposes but instead to unify his empire. Only a handful of people have influenced
history as Alexander did, which is why he continues to fascinate us.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Thomas R. Martin, Christopher W.
Blackwell, 2012-09-28 Everything we know about Alexander comes from ancient sources, which
agree unanimously that he was extraordinary and greater than everyday mortals. From his birth into
a hypercompetitive world of royal women through his training under the eyes and fists of stern
soldiers and the piercing intellect of Aristotle; through friendships, rivalries, conquests and
negotiations; through acts of generosity and acts of murder, this book explains who Alexander was,
what motivated him, where he succeeded (in his own eyes) and where he failed, and how he believed
that he earned a new 'mixed' nature combining the human and the divine. This book explains what
made Alexander 'Great' according to the people and expectations of his time and place and rejects
modern judgments asserted on the basis of an implicit moral superiority to antiquity.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction Hugh Bowden,
2014-07-24 Alexander the Great became king of Macedon in 336 BC, when he was only 20 years old,
and died at the age of 32, twelve years later. During his reign he conquered the Achaemenid Persian
Empire, the largest empire that had ever existed, leading his army from Greece to Pakistan, and
from the Libyan desert to the steppes of Central Asia. His meteoric career, as leader of an alliance of
Greek cities, Pharaoh of Egypt, and King of Persia, had a profound effect on the world he moved
through. Even in his lifetime his achievements became legendary and in the centuries that following
his story was told and retold throughout Europe and the East. Greek became the language of power
in the Eastern Mediterranean and much of the Near East, as powerful Macedonian dynasts carved
up Alexander's empire into kingdoms of their own, underlaying the flourishing Hellenistic civilization
that emerged after his death. But what do we really know about Alexander? In this Very Short
Introduction, Hugh Bowden goes behind the usual historical accounts of Alexander's life and career.
Instead, he focuses on the evidence from Alexander's own time — letters from officials in
Afghanistan, Babylonian diaries, records from Egyptian temples — to try and understand how
Alexander appeared to those who encountered him. In doing so he also demonstrates the profound
influence the legends of his life have had on our historical understanding and the controversy they
continue to generate worldwide. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  the fall of alexander the great: The Way of Alexander the Great Charles Mercer, 2004
Throughout the centuries Alexander the Great has fascinated all manner of men all over the owrld.
Handsome, youthful, he conquered the entire known world, then suddenly died at the age of
thirty-two. The Way Of Alexander the Great is an extraordinary book that in one volume pulls
together the scattered images of Alexander and his life, and presents them will all the color and
drama characteristic of his time.From Macedonia, to Greece, to modern Turkey, through Palestine
and Egypt all who stood in his way were conquered. Then, turning east he set his sights on defeating
the greatest empire of the time: Persia. His success was breathtaking. How he managed it, how he
conducted himself, and what it all led to are questions that challenge and worry men today as we
view our own divided world.
  the fall of alexander the great: Ghost on the Throne James Romm, 2012-11-13 When
Alexander the Great died at the age of thirty-two, his empire stretched from the Adriatic Sea in the
west all the way to modern-day India in the east. In an unusual compromise, his two heirs—a
mentally damaged half brother, Philip III, and an infant son, Alexander IV, born after his
death—were jointly granted the kingship. But six of Alexander’s Macedonian generals, spurred by
their own thirst for power and the legend that Alexander bequeathed his rule “to the strongest,”



fought to gain supremacy. Perhaps their most fascinating and conniving adversary was Alexander’s
former Greek secretary, Eumenes, now a general himself, who would be the determining factor in
the precarious fortunes of the royal family. James Romm, professor of classics at Bard College,
brings to life the cutthroat competition and the struggle for control of the Greek world’s greatest
empire.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great Ian Worthington, 2004 Of all the kings
and conquerors of antiquity, Alexander the Great is the most famous and the most controversial. He
conquered most of the known world and believed he was a god. He was also a paranoid, alcoholic
megalomaniac. Dead at 33, his empire collapsed in his wake. Just how great was Alexander?.
  the fall of alexander the great: The Death of Alexander the Great P. C. Doherty, 2004
Explores the lifetime, career, and mysterious death of the young Macedonian conqueror.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great, King, Commander, and Statesman
Nicholas Geoffrey Lemprière Hammond, 1980
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great J. R. Hamilton, 1973 In taking account of
recent research and in reassesing the markedly contradictory contemporary sources, J.R. Hamilton
present a far less attractive but no less compelling portrait of Alexander than Tarn's classic study.
The discussion ranges from Alexander's Macedonian background and relations with Philip to his
request for deification and his death, and the economic achievements of his reign are stressed
alongside the military.
  the fall of alexander the great: Alexander the Great in Fact and Fiction A. B. Bosworth, E.
J. Baynham, 2000-09-07 This book collects together ten contributions by leading experts in the field
of Alexander studies which represent the most advanced scholarship in this area. They span the
gamut between historical reconstruction and historiographical research, and viewed as a whole
represent a wide spectrum of methodology. This first English collection of essays on Alexander
includes a comparison of the Spanish conquest of Mexico with the Macedonians in the east which
examines the attitudes towards the subject peoples and the justification of conquest, an analysis of
the attested conspiracies at the Macedonian and Persian courts, and studies of panhellenic ideology
and the concept of kingship. There is a radical new interpretation of the hunting fresco from Tomb II
at Vergina, a new date for the pamphlet on Alexander's last days which ends the Alexander romance,
and a re-interpretation of the bizarre portents of his death. Three chapters on historiography
address the problem of interpreting Alexander's attested behaviour, the indirect source tradition
used by Polybius, and the resonances of contemporary politics in the extant histories.
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