
the blue girl by charles de lint
The Enchanting World of The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint

the blue girl by charles de lint is a captivating urban fantasy novel that effortlessly blends
elements of folklore, mystery, and heartfelt storytelling. For fans of magical realism and
contemporary fantasy, this book stands out as a shining example of Charles de Lint’s unique style and
imaginative world-building. Whether you are a longtime admirer of his work or a newcomer curious
about his storytelling prowess, diving into The Blue Girl offers a rich, immersive experience that
leaves a lasting impression.

Exploring the Storyline of The Blue Girl by Charles de
Lint

At the heart of The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint is a compelling narrative that weaves together the
ordinary and the extraordinary. The novel centers around the protagonist, Jilly Coppercorn, a young
woman who becomes entangled in a mysterious world where myth and reality intersect. As Jilly
navigates her discovery of a magical undercurrent beneath the city streets, readers are taken on a
journey filled with suspense, enchantment, and emotional depth.

What makes the story truly engaging is Charles de Lint’s ability to ground fantastical elements in
relatable human experiences. The blue girl herself is both a symbol and a catalyst within the plot,
drawing readers into a mystery that challenges perceptions of identity and belonging. Through vivid
descriptions and well-developed characters, the novel invites readers to question the boundaries
between the mundane and the magical.

Characters That Resonate

One of the standout aspects of The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint is the richly drawn cast of characters.
Jilly, the protagonist, is portrayed with warmth and complexity, making her journey feel authentic and
relatable. Alongside her, the titular Blue Girl emerges as a mysterious yet compelling figure whose
presence drives much of the story’s intrigue.

Supporting characters add layers of depth, each bringing their own perspectives and stories that
enhance the overall narrative. This ensemble approach allows readers to connect with the story on
multiple levels, from the emotional to the fantastical.

Thematic Depth and Symbolism in The Blue Girl

Beyond its engaging plot, The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint offers readers a treasure trove of themes
and symbolism to explore. The novel delves into topics such as transformation, the search for
identity, and the interplay between light and darkness. These themes are not only woven into the
storyline but are also reflected in the book’s rich imagery and metaphoric language.



The Role of Urban Fantasy and Folklore

Charles de Lint is renowned for his skillful blending of urban fantasy with elements of folklore and
mythology, and The Blue Girl is no exception. The narrative is steeped in the traditions of folklore,
with magical creatures and enchanted places juxtaposed against the backdrop of a modern city. This
fusion creates a world that feels both familiar and otherworldly, inviting readers to reconsider the
magic hidden within everyday life.

This approach to storytelling also emphasizes the timeless nature of myths and their relevance in
contemporary settings. By incorporating folklore motifs, the novel encourages readers to appreciate
cultural heritage while engaging with fresh, imaginative interpretations.

Symbolism of the Color Blue

The color blue in the novel carries significant symbolic weight. It represents mystery, melancholy, and
the unknown, all of which are central to the story’s mood and themes. The Blue Girl herself embodies
these qualities, serving as a beacon for the unexplored realms that lie beneath the surface of ordinary
existence. This symbolism enriches the reading experience by adding layers of meaning that reward
thoughtful reflection.

Why The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint Appeals to
Fantasy Enthusiasts

For readers who enjoy fantasy infused with emotional resonance and literary merit, The Blue Girl by
Charles de Lint offers something truly special. It’s not just about magic and mythical creatures; it’s
about the human heart and the complexities of navigating a world that is both enchanting and
challenging.

Blending Reality and Magic Seamlessly

One of the book’s greatest strengths is its seamless integration of magical elements into a realistic
setting. Charles de Lint’s writing style makes the supernatural feel believable and natural, which is a
hallmark of exceptional urban fantasy. This technique allows readers to suspend disbelief and become
fully absorbed in the story’s universe.

Engaging and Accessible Writing Style

The prose in The Blue Girl is approachable yet poetic, striking a balance that appeals to a wide range
of readers. Whether you are new to urban fantasy or a seasoned fan, the narrative voice is inviting
and easy to follow. The pacing keeps the story moving without sacrificing character development or
atmospheric detail, making it an enjoyable read from start to finish.



Tips for Readers New to Charles de Lint’s Work

If The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint is your first encounter with the author, there are a few ways to
enhance your reading experience:

Pay attention to folklore references: Familiarity with common mythological themes can
deepen your appreciation of the story’s nuances.

Embrace the subtle magic: De Lint’s fantasy is often understated rather than overt, so savor
the moments where the extraordinary quietly seeps into everyday life.

Focus on character emotions: The emotional journeys of the characters are as important as
the plot twists, providing the book’s heart.

These tips can help readers uncover the layers that make The Blue Girl a richly rewarding novel.

Where The Blue Girl Fits in Charles de Lint’s Literary
Legacy

Charles de Lint is often credited with pioneering the urban fantasy genre, and The Blue Girl
exemplifies many of the qualities that have earned him acclaim. The novel reflects his ongoing
fascination with blending myth and reality, as well as his commitment to crafting stories that explore
the human condition through a magical lens.

For those exploring de Lint’s bibliography, The Blue Girl serves as an excellent entry point or a
cherished addition to his body of work. It encapsulates his signature themes and storytelling
techniques, making it a standout piece within the realm of contemporary fantasy literature.

As you immerse yourself in the world of The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint, you’ll find yourself
enchanted by a narrative that is as thought-provoking as it is magical, offering a reading experience
that lingers long after the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Blue Girl' by Charles de Lint?
The main theme of 'The Blue Girl' is the exploration of identity and self-acceptance, particularly
focusing on LGBTQ+ issues and the challenges of adolescence.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Blue Girl' and what challenges



do they face?
The protagonist is Blue, a young transgender girl who faces bullying and struggles with acceptance
both from her peers and within herself.

How does Charles de Lint incorporate fantasy elements in
'The Blue Girl'?
Charles de Lint weaves fantasy elements into the story through magical realism, blending the
ordinary with the mystical to highlight the protagonist's emotional journey.

What role does friendship play in 'The Blue Girl'?
Friendship is a central element in 'The Blue Girl,' providing support and understanding for Blue as she
navigates her identity and the difficulties she encounters.

How does the setting influence the story in 'The Blue Girl'?
The urban setting in 'The Blue Girl' reflects the protagonist's internal turmoil and the contrast
between the real world and the magical elements that represent her inner life.

What is the significance of the title 'The Blue Girl'?
The title 'The Blue Girl' symbolizes the protagonist's unique identity and the feelings of sadness and
isolation she experiences, as well as her journey towards self-discovery.

How does Charles de Lint address LGBTQ+ issues in 'The Blue
Girl'?
Charles de Lint sensitively portrays the struggles and resilience of a transgender teenager, fostering
empathy and understanding about LGBTQ+ experiences.

What narrative style is used in 'The Blue Girl'?
The novel uses a first-person narrative style, allowing readers to closely connect with Blue's thoughts,
feelings, and perspective.

In what ways does 'The Blue Girl' contribute to young adult
literature?
'The Blue Girl' contributes to young adult literature by providing representation for transgender youth
and addressing themes of identity, acceptance, and resilience in a nuanced way.

What lessons can readers learn from 'The Blue Girl' by Charles
de Lint?
Readers can learn about the importance of empathy, self-acceptance, and the power of friendship



when facing adversity, especially in the context of gender identity and social challenges.

Additional Resources
The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint: A Deep Dive into Urban Fantasy’s Poignant Tale

the blue girl by charles de lint stands out as a compelling entry in the realm of urban fantasy
literature. Charles de Lint, a pioneer of the genre, weaves a narrative that is both haunting and
tender, blending elements of folklore with modern-day settings. This novella, first published in 1989,
has garnered attention not only for its literary qualities but also for its exploration of themes such as
loss, identity, and the supernatural intersecting with human experience.

De Lint’s work often blurs the lines between myth and reality, and The Blue Girl is no exception. It
presents readers with a story that is as much about the ethereal as it is about the very real emotions
that define human relationships. The novella’s reputation among fans of speculative fiction is
significant, making it a worthy subject for an analytical review that delves into its narrative structure,
thematic depth, and stylistic nuances.

Exploring the Narrative and Themes of The Blue Girl by
Charles de Lint

At its core, The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint is a tale of transformation and reconciliation. The story
follows a young woman named Zil who, after a tragic accident, is left in a catatonic state. Her spirit,
however, is drawn into a liminal space between life and death, where she encounters a mysterious
figure known as the Blue Girl. This otherworldly presence guides Zil through a journey that challenges
her perception of reality and forces her to confront unresolved trauma.

One of the novella’s most striking features is how it handles the theme of grief. Unlike conventional
narratives that often depict loss through overt melodrama, de Lint opts for an understated, almost
poetic approach. The liminal world where Zil’s spirit wanders serves as a metaphor for the emotional
limbo experienced by those coping with sudden tragedy. This approach enriches the story, inviting
readers to engage with the psychological nuances of mourning and healing.

Urban Fantasy and Folklore Fusion

Charles de Lint is renowned for pioneering urban fantasy, and The Blue Girl exemplifies this fusion of
contemporary settings with mythic elements. The novella does not rely on grandiose magical systems
or epic quests; instead, it finds magic in the mundane and the overlooked corners of everyday life.
The Blue Girl herself is a spectral figure rooted in folklore traditions, embodying the archetype of the
mysterious female spirit who bridges worlds.

This blending of folklore with urban settings gives the story a timeless quality. It resonates with
readers who appreciate narratives that incorporate cultural myths and legends, yet remain grounded
in relatable human experiences. The novella’s subtle incorporation of myth enhances its emotional
impact without overshadowing the central character’s personal journey.



Character Development and Emotional Resonance

The psychological depth of the characters is another hallmark of The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint. Zil’s
internal struggle—caught between consciousness and oblivion—serves as a powerful lens to examine
themes of identity and self-awareness. The Blue Girl, as a guiding force, is enigmatic but
compassionate, providing a counterbalance to Zil’s vulnerability.

De Lint’s prose is evocative, painting vivid emotional landscapes that allow readers to empathize with
Zil’s plight. The novella’s brevity does not detract from its character development; rather, it
intensifies the emotional resonance by focusing tightly on the protagonist’s experience. This economy
of storytelling is a strength, ensuring that every scene contributes meaningfully to the overarching
narrative.

Stylistic Elements and Literary Significance

The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint showcases a writing style that is both lyrical and accessible. De Lint’s
use of language is deliberate, often weaving poetic imagery with straightforward dialogue. This
stylistic balance makes the novella appealing to a broad audience, from fantasy aficionados to literary
fiction readers.

Moreover, the novella’s pacing is measured, allowing the story’s ethereal atmosphere to unfold
gradually. This deliberate tempo supports the themes of transition and uncertainty. The narrative
structure—alternating between the physical world and the liminal space—adds complexity without
confusing the reader, demonstrating de Lint’s skillful storytelling.

Comparisons with Other Works in Urban Fantasy

When positioned alongside other urban fantasy staples, The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint stands out for
its intimate scale and emotional depth. Unlike sprawling series such as Neil Gaiman’s Sandman or Jim
Butcher’s Dresden Files, de Lint’s novella opts for a concise, focused narrative. This choice
emphasizes character introspection over external conflict, which can be refreshing for readers
seeking nuanced storytelling within the genre.

Additionally, The Blue Girl predates many contemporary urban fantasy works, marking it as an
influential piece that helped shape the genre’s evolution. Its emphasis on folklore and the
supernatural’s subtle integration into everyday life has inspired numerous authors who followed.

Pros and Cons of The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint

Pros:

Evocative and poetic prose that deepens thematic exploration.



Innovative blending of folklore and urban fantasy elements.

Strong emotional core centered on grief and healing.

Concise narrative that maintains focus and intensity.

Cons:

Some readers may find the pacing slow due to its contemplative nature.

The novella’s brevity might leave those seeking more plot development wanting.

Its abstract and metaphysical themes may not appeal to fans of action-driven fantasy.

The Blue Girl’s Place in Charles de Lint’s Oeuvre and Its
Impact

The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint occupies a distinctive place within the author’s extensive body of
work. Known for his rich urban fantasy worlds, de Lint consistently explores the intersection of the
magical and the mundane. This novella, with its focus on liminality and spirit journeys, captures the
essence of his narrative philosophy.

Critically, The Blue Girl has been recognized for pushing the boundaries of genre fiction. It challenges
traditional fantasy tropes by centering on emotional and psychological experiences rather than
external adventures. This approach has influenced subsequent writers who seek to blend fantasy with
introspective storytelling.

Moreover, the novella’s continued presence in discussions about urban fantasy highlights its enduring
relevance. It serves as a gateway for readers new to Charles de Lint’s work and as a testament to the
genre’s capacity for literary sophistication.

In synthesizing folklore with modern sensibilities, The Blue Girl by Charles de Lint exemplifies how
speculative fiction can illuminate universal human truths. Its lasting appeal lies in the delicate balance
it strikes between the mystical and the personal, inviting readers to ponder the boundaries between
life, death, and the spaces in between.

The Blue Girl By Charles De Lint

  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Blue Girl Charles De Lint, 2004 New at her high school,
Imogene enlists the help of her introverted friend Maxine and the ghost of a boy who haunts the

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-143/the-blue-girl-by-charles-de-lint.pdf


school after receiving warnings through her dreams that soul-eaters are threatening her life.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Here Be Dragons Stefan Ekman, 2013-02-19 First in-depth
study of the use of landscape in fantasy literature
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Ultimate Teen Book Guide Daniel Hahn, Leonie Flynn,
Susan Reuben, 2007-12-26 Covering such genres as fantasy, horror, chick lit, graphic novels, sci-fi,
and mystery, an all-encompassing, must-have resource profiles more than 700 of the best books for
teens, from the classics to the latest bestsellers. Simultaneous.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Relationships Bethany Bezdecheck, 2010-01-15 Girls and
women are faced with crucial daily decisions concerning personal wellbeing and self-awareness.
Relationships can be challenging, confusing, and destructive if chosen poorly. They can also be
rewarding, enriching, and life-altering if chosen well. This helpful guide provides information on how
to make friends, maintain intimate relationships, and how to approach challenges in a productive
way.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Dreams Underfoot Charles De Lint, 1994 Newford's
citizens--fey folk, magicians, hustlers, painters, fiddlers, and ordinary people--stumble headfirst into
enchanting adventures.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Knowing Their Place? Identity and Space in Children’s
Literature Terri Doughty, Dawn Thompson, 2011-12-14 Traditionally in the West, children were
expected to “know their place,” but what does this comprise in a contemporary, globalized world?
Does it mean to continue to accept subordination to those larger and more powerful? Does it mean
to espouse unthinkingly a notion of national identity? Or is it about gaining an awareness of the ways
in which identity is derived from a sense of place? Where individuals are situated matters as much if
not more than it ever has. In children’s literature, the physical places and psychological spaces
inhabited by children and young adults are also key elements in the developing identity formation of
characters and, through engagement, of readers too. The contributors to this collection map a broad
range of historical and present-day workings of this process: exploring indigeneity and place, tracing
the intertwining of place and identity in diasporic literature, analyzing the relationship of the child to
the natural world, and studying the role of fantastic spaces in children’s construction of the self.
They address fresh topics and texts, ranging from the indigenization of the Gothic by Canadian
mixed-blood Anishinabe writer Drew Hayden Taylor to the lesser-known children’s books of George
Mackay Brown, to eco-feminist analysis of contemporary verse novels. The essays on more canonical
texts, such as Peter Pan and the Harry Potter series, provide new angles from which to revision
them. Readers of this collection will gain understanding of the complex interactions of place, space,
and identity in children’s literature. Essays in this book will appeal to those interested in Children’s
Literature, Aboriginal Studies, Environmentalism and literature, and Fantasy literature.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Karkadann Triangle Peter S. Beagle, Patricia A. McKillip,
2018-09-11 In ancient Persia, magical beasts are nearly extinct. But the unicorns are not yet
gone—not when the terrifying karkadann wields its deadly horn. It will be up to Heydari,
tenderhearted son of an elephant driver, to discover more than a monster in a badly-injured beast.
Lisa passes her days as a distracted maid who is slow of speech and thought. But Lisa has unique
memories: a terrible sorcerer has cursed with his dying spell, taking both her freedom and her true
form. Discover unicorns as you have never imagined them, in this special, limited edition chapbook
celebrating fantasy icons Peter S. Beagle and Patricia A. McKillip at the height of their powers.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: New Concepts in Digital Reference R. David Lankes,
2022-05-31 Let us start with a simple scenario: a man asks a woman how high is Mount Everest? The
woman replies 29,029 feet. Nothing could be simpler. Now let us suppose that rather than standing
in a room, or sitting on a bus, the man is at his desk and the woman is 300 miles away with the
conversation taking place using e-mail. Still simple? Certainly--it happens every day. So why all the
bother about digital (virtual, electronic, chat, etc.) reference? If the man is a pilot flying over Mount
Everest, the answer matters. If you are a lawyer going to court, the identity of the woman is very
important. Also, if you ever want to find the answer again, how that transaction took place matters a



lot. Digital reference is a deceptively simple concept on its face: the incorporation of human
expertise into the information system. This lecture seeks to explore the question of how human
expertise is incorporated into a variety of information systems, from libraries, to digital libraries, to
information retrieval engines, to knowledge bases. What we learn through this endeavor, begun
primarily in the library context, is that the models, methods, standards, and experiments in digital
reference have wide applicability. We also catch a glimpse of an unfolding future in which ubiquitous
computing makes the identification, interaction, and capture of expertise increasingly important. It
is a future that is much more complex than we had anticipated. It is a future in which documents and
artifacts are less important than the contexts of their creation and use. Table of Contents: Defining
Reference in a Digital Age / Conversations / Digital Reference in Practice / Digital Reference an a
New Future / Conclusion
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Onion Girl Charles de Lint, 2002-08-03 “[This] fantasy
moves from the outer to the inner world with amazing ease and should satisfy new and old fans of
this prolific and gifted storyteller.” —Publishers Weekly In novel after novel, and story after story,
Charles de Lint has brought an imaginary North American city to vivid life. Newford: where magic
lights dark streets; where myths walk clothed in modern shapes; where a broad cast of extraordinary
people work to keep the whole world turning. At the center of all the entwined lives in Newford
stands a young artist named Jilly Coppercorn, with her tangled hair, her paint-splattered jeans, a
smile perpetually on her lips—Jilly, whose paintings capture the hidden beings that dwell in the
city’s shadows. Now, at last, de Lint tells Jilly’s own story . . . for behind the painter’s fey charm lies
a dark secret and a past she’s labored to forget. And that past is coming to claim her now. “I’m the
onion girl,” Jilly Coppercorn says. “Pull back the layers of my life, and you won’t find anything at the
core. Just a broken child. A hollow girl.” She’s very, very good at running. But life has just forced
Jilly to stop. “A master storyteller, [de Lint] blends Celtic, Native American, and other cultures into a
seamless mythology that resonates with magic and truth.” —Library Journal “Like great writers of
magic realism, [de Lint] writes about people in the world we know, encountering magic as a part of
that world. Fairy tales come true, and their magic affects realistic characters full of particular lusts
and fears.” —Booklist
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Firebirds Rising Tanith Lee, Kara Dalkey, Charles de Lint,
Pamela Dean, 2006-04-06 Here is the eagerly anticipated follow-up to the award-winning anthology
Firebirds! Firebirds Rising takes readers from deep space to Faerie to just around the corner. It is
full of magic, humor, adventure, and?best of all?the unexpected. The one thing readers can count on
is marvelous writing. Firebirds Rising proves once again that Firebird is a gathering place for
writers and readers of speculative fiction from teenage to adult, from the United States to Europe,
Asia, and beyond.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Best Books for Young Adults Holly Koelling, 2007-08-13
Rev. ed. of: Best books for young adults / Betty Carter, with Sally Estes and Linda Waddle. 2nd ed.
c2000.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Painted Boy Charles de Lint, 2010-11-11 Jay Li should be
in Chicago, finishing high school and working at his family's restaurant. Instead, as a born member
of the Yellow Dragon Clan-part human, part dragon, like his grandmother-he is on a quest even he
does not understand. His journey takes him to Santo del Vado Viejo in the Arizona desert, a town
overrun by gangs, haunted by members of other animal clans, perfumed by delicious food, and set to
the beat of Malo Malo, a barrio rock band whose female lead guitarist captures Jay's heart. He must
face a series of dangerous, otherworldly-and very human-challenges to become the man, and dragon,
he is meant to be. This is Charles de Lint at his best!
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Firebirds Soaring Nancy Farmer, Carol Emshwiller, Sherwood
Smith, Laurel Winter, 2009-03-05 First Firebirds. Then Firebirds Rising. Now there is Firebirds
Soaring, the third anthology of original stories by some of today?s finest writers of fantasy and
science fiction. These authors, including Nancy Farmer (The Sea of Trolls), Ellen Klages (The Green
Glass Sea), Margo Lanagan (Black Juice), and Jane Yolen (The Devil?s Arithmetic), have brought new



worlds and Old Magic to life in nineteen remarkable pieces of short fiction. Mike Dringenberg,
co-creator of Sandman, contributes decorative vignettes. Firebirds Soaring?like Firebirds and
Firebirds Rising?sets the standard for short fiction for teenagers and adult fans of the genre.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Canadian Fantastic in Focus Allan Weiss, 2014-12-12
Bringing together papers presented at the Academic Conference on Canadian Science Fiction and
Fantasy from 2005 to 2013, this collection of essays includes Veronica Hollinger's keynote address,
The Body on the Slab, and Robert Runte's Aurora Award-winning paper, Why I Read Canadian
Speculative Fiction, along with 15 other contributions on science fiction and fantasy literature,
television and music by Canadian creators. Authors discussed include Charles de Lint, Nalo
Hopkinson, Tanya Huff, Esther Rochon, Peter Watts and Robert Charles Wilson. Essays on the
television show Supernatural and the Scott Pilgrim comics series are also included.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Magic Words: Writing Great Books for Children and
Young Adults Cheryl Klein, 2016-09-06 This master class in writing children’s and young adult
novels will teach you everything you need to know to write and publish a great book. The best
children’s and young adult novels take readers on wonderful outward adventures and stirring inward
journeys. In The Magic Words, editor Cheryl B. Klein guides writers on an enjoyable and
practical-minded voyage of their own, from developing a saleable premise for a novel to finding a
dream agent. She delves deep into the major elements of fiction—intention, character, plot, and
voice—while addressing important topics like diversity, world-building, and the differences between
middle-grade and YA novels. In addition, the book’s exercises, questions, and straightforward rules
of thumb help writers apply these insights to their own creative works. With its generous tone and
useful tools for story analysis and revision, The Magic Words is an essential handbook for writers of
children’s and young adult fiction.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Booklist’s 1000 Best Young Adult Books since 2000
Gillian Engberg, Ian Chipman, 2014-05-15 With the explosion in YA publishing, it’s harder than ever
to separate good books from the rest. Booklistmagazine’s editors’ deep and broad knowledge of the
landscape offers indispensable guidance, and here they bring together the very best of the best
books for young adults published since the start of the 21st century. Drawing on the careful
judgment of expert YA librarians, this book Includes a foreword by best-selling YA lit authority
Michael Cart, who demonstrates how we have entered a new golden age of books for young adults
Collects reviews which showcase the most stimulating contemporary YA titles Features an essay in
each section, grouped by genre, presenting an overview and examining relevant trends Indexes
selections by author, title, and genre for handy reference The thoughtful professional review
coverage for which ALA’s Booklist is known makes this volume an ideal tool for YA readers’ advisory
and collection development.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: The Cats of Tanglewood Forest Charles de Lint,
2024-09-24 In this whimsical, original folktale, written and illustrated throughout in vibrant full
color by two celebrated masters of modern fantasy, a young girl's journey becomes an enchanting
coming-of-age story about magic, friendship, and the courage to shape one's own destiny. Lillian
Kindred spends her days exploring the Tanglewood Forest, a magical, rolling wilderness that she
imagines to be full of fairies. The trouble is, Lillian has never seen a wisp of magic in her hills--until
the day the cats of the forest save her life by transforming her into a kitten. Now she must set out on
a perilous adventure that will lead her through untamed lands of fabled creates--from Old Mother
Possum to the fearsome Bear People--to find a way to make things right.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Widdershins Charles de Lint, 2007-06-12 The renowned urban
fantasy author returns to the magical world of Newford, where fairies and spirits meddle in a long
overdue romance. Ever since Jilly Coppercorn and Geordie Riddell were introduced in “Timeskip,”
Charles de Lint’s first Newford story, their friends and readers alike have been waiting for them to
realize that they belong together. Now, in Widdershins, a stand-alone novel of fairy courts set in
shopping malls and the Bohemian street scene of Newford’s Crowsea area, Jilly and Geordie’s story
is finally told. Before it’s over, we’ll find ourselves plunged into the rancorous and sometimes violent



conflict between the magical North American animal people and the more newly-arrived fairy folk.
We’ll watch as Jilly is held captive in a sinister world based on her own worst memories and Geordie,
attempting to help, is sent someplace even worse. And we’ll be captivated by the power of love and
determination to redeem ancient hatreds and heal old magics gone sour. To walk “widdershins” is to
walk counterclockwise or backwards around something. It’s a classic pathway into the fairy realm.
It’s also the way people often back slowly into the relationships that matter, the real ones that make
for a life.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Children's and Young Adult Literature and Culture Amie A.
Doughty, 2016-08-17 This collection of essays explores a wealth of topics in children’s and young
adult literature and culture. Contributions about picture-books include analyses of variants of the
folktale “The Little Red Hen” and bullying. Race and gender are explored in essays about
picture-books featuring children as consumable objects, about books focused on African American
female athletes, and about young adult dystopian fiction. Gender itself is further explored in articles
about Monster High, Joyce Carol Oates’s Beasts, and The Hunger Games and Divergent. Essays
about fantasy literature include an exploration of environmentalism in Rick Riordan’s The Heroes of
Olympus, a discussion of Severus Snape as a Judas figure, an explication of Chapter 5 of The Hobbit,
and an analysis of ghosts and nationalism in Eva Ibbotson’s The Haunting of Granite Falls. An essay
about Horrible Histories explores television, genre, and the way history is coded. Other
contributions explore how teaching literature to reluctant readers can be effective through
multimodal texts and how Harry Potter has played a role in the popularity of young adult literature
for adult readers.
  the blue girl by charles de lint: Tam Lin Pamela Dean, 2006-08-03 In the ancient Scottish
ballad Tam Lin, headstrong Janet defies Tam Lin to walk in her own land of Carterhaugh . . . and
then must battle the Queen of Faery for possession of her lover’s body and soul. In this version of
Tam Lin, masterfully crafted by Pamela Dean, Janet is a college student, Carterhaugh is Carter Hall
at the university where her father teaches, and Tam Lin is a boy named Thomas Lane. Set against
the backdrop of the early 1970s, imbued with wit, poetry, romance, and magic, Tam Lin has become
a cult classic—and once you begin reading, you’ll know why. This reissue features an updated
introduction by the book’s original editor, the acclaimed Terri Windling.
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