proximal stimulus psychology definition

Proximal Stimulus Psychology Definition: Understanding the Basics and Beyond

proximal stimulus psychology definition serves as a foundational concept in understanding how humans
perceive and interpret the world around them. If you've ever wondered how our brains make sense of
sensory information, this idea plays a crucial role. Simply put, the proximal stimulus refers to the
immediate sensory input that our sensory organs receive from the environment, which the brain then
processes to form perceptions. But there’s much more depth to this concept, especially in the realms of

cognitive psychology, perception theories, and sensory processing.

In this article, we’ll explore the proximal stimulus psychology definition in detail, dive into its relationship

with distal stimuli, and uncover why this distinction is vital for grasping human perception and cognition.

What Is Proximal Stimulus in Psychology?

At its core, the proximal stimulus is the pattern of energy or sensory information that directly stimulates
our sensory receptors. For example, when you look at a tree, the light reflecting off the tree creates a
specific pattern on your retina — that pattern is the proximal stimulus. It is the immediate data your

sensory organs pick up before the brain interprets it.

This concept helps distinguish between the actual object or event in the external world, known as the
distal stimulus, and the information that physically reaches our sensory receptors. The proximal stimulus is

always a representation or transformation of the distal stimulus.

Why Is the Proximal Stimulus Important?

Understanding proximal stimuli is essential for several reasons:

- It clarifies the process of sensory reception and early perception.
- It highlights that what we perceive is not a direct copy of the world but a constructed interpretation.
- It helps psychologists analyze how errors or illusions in perception occur when the proximal stimulus is

ambiguous or misleading.

In essence, the proximal stimulus bridges the gap between the external environment and our internal

perceptual experience.



Proximal vs. Distal Stimulus: Understanding the Difference

One of the most common points of confusion in perception psychology is differentiating between proximal

and distal stimuli. Both are integral to sensory perception, but they represent different stages in the process.

e Distal Stimulus: This is the actual object or event in the external world. For instance, the tree itself as

it exists in the environment.

¢ Proximal Stimulus: The immediate sensory input that results from the distal stimulus interacting

with our sensory organs. For vision, this would be the image projected on the retina.

The brain never accesses the distal stimulus directly; it always relies on the proximal stimulus to interpret
what’s out there. This distinction is foundational in fields like psychophysics and cognitive psychology, as it

underscores the indirect nature of perception.

The Role of Sensory Organs in Proximal Stimuli

Our sensory organs—eyes, ears, skin, nose, and tongue—serve as the primary receivers of proximal stimuli.

Each organ is specialized to detect specific types of energy or signals:

- **Eyes** Detect light patterns (visual proximal stimuli)

- **Ears:** Detect sound waves (auditory proximal stimuli)

- **Skin:** Detect pressure, temperature, and pain (tactile proximal stimuli)
- **Nose:** Detect chemical molecules (olfactory proximal stimuli)

- *Tongue:** Detect chemical substances (gustatory proximal stimuli)

By converting these physical energies into neural signals, sensory organs help the brain construct our

experience of reality.

How the Brain Interprets Proximal Stimuli

Interpreting proximal stimuli is not a straightforward task. The brain must process, organize, and make
sense of raw sensory data to generate meaningful perceptions. This process involves several cognitive

mechanisms:



Perceptual Processing Stages

1. **Sensation:** The initial detection of a proximal stimulus by sensory receptors.
2. ¥*Transduction:** Conversion of sensory input into neural signals.
3. **Perception:** The brain’s interpretation of these signals to form an understanding of the external

world.

The complexity lies in the fact that proximal stimuli can sometimes be ambiguous or incomplete. Our brain
uses prior knowledge, expectations, and context to resolve these ambiguities, leading to what is called

perceptual constancy.

Examples of Proximal Stimulus in Everyday Life

Consider these everyday examples:

- When reading a book, the shape of letters on your retina (proximal stimulus) changes depending on
viewing angle or distance, yet you still recognize the letters correctly.

- Listening to music involves sound waves (proximal stimuli) hitting your eardrums, which your brain
decodes into melodies and rhythms.

- Feeling the warmth of a cup of coffee involves thermal energy stimulating skin receptors.

These examples illustrate how proximal stimuli are dynamic and variable, yet our perception remains

relatively stable.

Proximal Stimulus and Perceptual Illusions

One fascinating aspect of studying proximal stimuli is understanding how perception can sometimes be
tricked. Perceptual illusions often arise because the proximal stimulus provides misleading or ambiguous

information.

How Illusions Reveal the Role of Proximal Stimuli

Optical illusions are a classic example. They show that what our eyes receive (proximal stimulus) can
sometimes lead to incorrect interpretations by the brain. This underscores that perception depends not only

on sensory input but also on cognitive processing.

For instance, the Miiller-Lyer illusion involves lines with arrowheads that trick the brain into perceiving



different lengths, even though the proximal stimuli on the retina are identical in length. This reveals the

brain’s reliance on context and prior knowledge.

Applications of Proximal Stimulus Psychology Definition

Understanding proximal stimuli has practical applications across various fields:

In Clinical Psychology

Clinicians use knowledge of sensory processing and proximal stimuli to diagnose and treat conditions like
sensory processing disorder or certain types of hallucinations where perception of proximal stimuli is

altered.

In Human-Computer Interaction

Designers consider proximal stimuli when creating interfaces to ensure sensory inputs are clear and

unambiguous, improving usability and user experience.

In Artificial Intelligence and Robotics

Robots and Al systems emulate human perception by processing proximal stimuli through sensors,

emphasizing the importance of accurately capturing and interpreting sensory data.

Key Takeaways on Proximal Stimulus Psychology Definition

To wrap up the core ideas:

- The proximal stimulus is the direct sensory input received by our receptors.

- It differs from the distal stimulus, which is the actual object or event in the environment.

- Our perception depends on interpreting proximal stimuli, which can sometimes be ambiguous or
misleading.

- Sensory organs play a vital role in detecting proximal stimuli across different senses.

- Understanding this concept is crucial for exploring how perception works, including illusions and sensory

disorders.



By grasping the proximal stimulus psychology definition, we gain insight into the complex journey from
raw sensory data to the rich tapestry of human experience. This understanding enriches our appreciation of
how our minds construct reality and opens doors to advancements in psychology, neuroscience, technology,

and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of proximal stimulus in psychology?

In psychology, a proximal stimulus refers to the pattern of sensory input or stimulation that directly

interacts with sensory receptors, such as the image projected on the retina in vision.

How does proximal stimulus differ from distal stimulus?

The proximal stimulus is the actual sensory input received by sensory organs, whereas the distal stimulus

is the external object or event in the environment that causes the sensory input.

Why is the concept of proximal stimulus important in perception studies?

It helps psychologists understand how sensory information is received and processed by the brain, bridging

the gap between external stimuli and internal perception.

Can you give an example of a proximal stimulus in visual perception?

Yes, an example is the image formed on the retina of the eye, which is the proximal stimulus resulting

from light reflecting off an object (the distal stimulus).

How does the proximal stimulus relate to sensory receptors?

The proximal stimulus is the actual energy or pattern that activates sensory receptors, such as light waves

hitting photoreceptors in the eye or sound waves stimulating hair cells in the ear.

Is the proximal stimulus always a physical entity?

Yes, the proximal stimulus is always a physical pattern of energy or matter that directly interacts with

sensory organs, making it a concrete sensory input.

How do proximal stimuli influence perceptual processing?

Proximal stimuli provide the raw data that the brain interprets to create perceptions, so variations or

distortions in proximal stimuli can affect how an object or event is perceived.



‘What role does proximal stimulus play in sensory illusions?

Sensory illusions often occur because the brain interprets proximal stimuli in ways that do not match the

actual distal stimulus, highlighting the difference between sensory input and perception.

How is the concept of proximal stimulus used in experimental

psychology?

Researchers manipulate proximal stimuli to study how changes in sensory input affect perception, helping

to understand sensory processing and perceptual mechanisms.

Additional Resources

Proximal Stimulus Psychology Definition: Understanding the Role of Immediate Sensory Input in

Perception

proximal stimulus psychology definition refers to the concept within perceptual psychology that identifies
the immediate sensory information received by our sensory organs as the basis for perception. Unlike the
distal stimulus, which represents the actual object or event in the external environment, the proximal
stimulus is the pattern of energy impinging directly on the sensory receptors—be it light waves on the
retina, sound waves on the eardrum, or pressure on the skin. This fundamental distinction lies at the heart

of how humans interpret and make sense of the world around them.

Understanding proximal stimulus is essential for comprehending the complex processes that bridge raw
sensory input and the subjective experience of perception. The term is rooted in the tradition of Gestalt
psychology and the broader cognitive sciences, which examine the transformation of physical stimuli into
meaningful experiences. This article delves into the proximal stimulus psychology definition, explores its

theoretical implications, and analyzes its relevance in contemporary psychological research.

Theoretical Foundations of Proximal Stimulus

The proximal stimulus concept emerges from the early work of psychologists investigating the relationship
between external reality and perceptual experience. Traditionally, perception was viewed as a
straightforward process where the brain decodes the exact properties of objects in the environment.
However, researchers soon realized that the sensory information available to the brain is inherently

indirect and sometimes ambiguous.



Distal vs. Proximal Stimulus

At the core of perceptual theory is the distinction between the distal stimulus and the proximal stimulus.
The distal stimulus is the real-world object or event that exists independently of the observer. For
example, a tree standing in a park is the distal stimulus. The proximal stimulus, on the other hand, is the
image of that tree projected onto the retina, which is a two-dimensional, inverted representation composed

of light patterns.

This differentiation is crucial because the proximal stimulus is often incomplete or distorted due to
environmental factors such as lighting, distance, or perspective. As a result, the brain must interpret this
limited data to reconstruct an accurate perception of the distal stimulus. This interpretation process

underscores many challenges in visual perception and explains phenomena such as optical illusions.

The Role of Sensory Receptors and Neural Encoding

The proximal stimulus is defined by the energy patterns stimulating the sensory receptors. In vision, the
retina receives photons and translates them into electrical impulses. In hearing, the cochlea converts sound
waves into neural signals. These signals represent the proximal stimulus and are the raw data upon which

perception is built.

Neuroscientific research emphasizes that while the proximal stimulus provides the initial input, perception
involves complex neural encoding, integration, and interpretation. For instance, the brain compensates for
distortions or gaps in the proximal stimulus by using prior knowledge and contextual cues, enabling a

coherent perceptual experience.

Applications and Implications in Psychology

Understanding the proximal stimulus is not merely academic; it has practical implications across various
psychological domains including sensation and perception, cognitive psychology, and even applied fields

like human-computer interaction.

Perceptual Constancies and Proximal Stimulus

One of the most intriguing aspects of perception is the brain's ability to maintain perceptual
constancy —recognizing objects as the same despite changes in the proximal stimulus. For example, a door
appears rectangular even as its retinal image changes shape when opened or closed. This phenomenon

underscores that perception is not a passive reception of proximal stimuli, but an active interpretative



process.

Challenges in Proximal Stimulus Interpretation

The ambiguity inherent in proximal stimuli can lead to perceptual errors or illusions. Ambiguous figures,
such as the famous “duck-rabbit” illusion, demonstrate how the same proximal stimulus can yield multiple
interpretations. This variability highlights the brain’s reliance on top-down processing—where expectations

and experience influence perception.

Technological and Clinical Relevance

In technology, understanding proximal stimulus patterns is fundamental for designing effective visual
displays, virtual reality environments, and sensory prosthetics. For example, retinal implants aim to

replicate the proximal stimulus patterns to restore vision in visually impaired individuals.
Clinically, disorders of perception, such as agnosia or certain types of hallucinations, can be traced back to

disruptions in the processing of proximal stimuli. Research into these conditions often focuses on how

sensory input is misinterpreted or inadequately processed, offering pathways for therapeutic intervention.

Comparative Perspectives and Modern Research

Contemporary psychology and neuroscience continue to refine the understanding of the proximal stimulus.
Modern imaging techniques, such as fMRI and electrophysiological recording, allow researchers to observe

how proximal stimuli are processed in real time within the brain.

Proximal Stimulus in Multisensory Integration

Recent studies highlight that perception is rarely based on a single proximal stimulus but often involves
the integration of multiple sensory modalities. For instance, the perception of flavor involves proximal
stimuli from taste, smell, and even touch. This multisensory integration challenges simplistic models and

reveals the dynamic nature of sensory processing.

Artificial Intelligence and Proximal Stimulus Modeling

In artificial intelligence and machine learning, modeling proximal stimuli has implications for computer



vision and robotics. Algorithms are designed to simulate how proximal sensory data can be interpreted to
recognize objects or environments, mimicking human perceptual processes. These technologies rely on

understanding the limitations and transformations of proximal stimuli to improve accuracy and reliability.

Key Features and Limitations of the Proximal Stimulus Concept

While the proximal stimulus is a cornerstone of perceptual psychology, it comes with inherent limitations

and complexities.

e Indirect Representation: The proximal stimulus is always a transformation of the distal stimulus,

meaning some information is lost or altered in the sensory process.

e Context Dependence: Interpretation of proximal stimuli heavily depends on contextual and cognitive

factors, making perception subjective.

e Variability Across Individuals: Differences in sensory acuity and neural processing mean that

proximal stimuli may not be perceived identically by all individuals.

¢ Dynamic Nature: Proximal stimuli are not static; they change with movement, attention shifts, and

environmental changes, adding complexity to perceptual interpretation.

Despite these challenges, the proximal stimulus remains a vital concept for bridging the gap between

physical reality and psychological experience.

The proximal stimulus psychology definition encapsulates a fundamental aspect of human cognition: the
transformation of raw sensory input into the rich tapestry of perceptual experience. As research advances,
the nuanced understanding of this concept continues to illuminate the intricate interplay between the

external world and the mind’s interpretative machinery.

Proximal Stimulus Psychology Definition

proximal stimulus psychology definition: The Dictionary of Psychology Raymond ]J. Corsini,
1999 The most comprehensive up-to-date reference of its kind, user friendly with a clear and
functional design. The Dictionary offers over 30,000 entries, (including interdisciplinary terms and
slang), 125 illustrations and extensive cross-referencing.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: The Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology and
Behavioral Science, Volume 4 W. Edward Craighead, Charles B. Nemeroff, 2002-11-11 A complete
reference to the fields of psychology and behavioral science Volume 4 is the final volume in The



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-143/proximal-stimulus-psychology-definition.pdf

Corsini Encyclopedia of Psychology and Behavioral Science series. Providing psychologists,
teachers, researchers, and students with complete reference for over 1,200 topics across four
volumes, this resource in invaluable for both clinical and research settings. Coverage includes
conditions, assessments, scales, diagnoses, treatments, and more, including biographies on
psychologists of note and psychological organizations from across the globe. The Third Edition has
been updated to reflect the growing impact of neuroscience and biomedical research, providing a
highly relevant reference for the highest standard of care.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Principles Of Gestalt Psychology K Koffka,
2013-10-08 Routledge is now re-issuing this prestigious series of 204 volumes originally published
between 1910 and 1965. The titles include works by key figures such asC.G. Jung, Sigmund Freud,
Jean Piaget, Otto Rank, James Hillman, Erich Fromm, Karen Horney and Susan Isaacs. Each volume
is available on its own, as part of a themed mini-set, or as part of a specially-priced 204-volume set.
A brochure listing each title in the International Library of Psychology series is available upon
request.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Principles of Cognition, Language and Action
N. Praetorius, 2012-12-06 This book addresses a growing concern as to why Psychology, now more
than a hundred years after becoming an independent research area, does not yet meet the basic
requirements of a scientific discipline on a par with other sciences such as physics and biology.
These requirements include: agree ment on definition and delimitation of the range of features and
properties of the phenomena or subject matter to be investigated; secondly, the development of
concepts and methods which unambiguously specify the phenomena and systematic investigation of
their features and properties. A third equally important requirement, implicit in the first two, is
exclusion from enquiry of all other mattes with which the discipline is not concerned. To these
requirements must then be added the development of basic assumptions about the nature of what is
under investigation, and of principles to account for its properties and to serve as a guide as to what
are relevant questions to ask and theories to develop about them.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: A Dictionary of Psychology Andrew M. Colman,
2015-01-22 Including more than 11,000 definitions, this authoritative and up-to-date dictionary
covers all branches of psychology. Clear, concise descriptions for each entry offer extensive
coverage of key areas including cognition, sensation and perception, emotion and motivation,
learning and skills, language, mental disorder, and research methods. The range of entries extends
to related disciplines including psychoanalysis, psychiatry, the neurosciences, and statistics. Entries
are extensively cross-referenced for ease of use, and cover word origins and derivations as well as
definitions. More than 100 illustrations complement the text. This fourth edition has incorporated a
large number of significant revisions and additions, many in response to the 2013 publication of the
American Psychiatric Association's latest edition of Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, bringing the Dictionary fully up to date with the most recent literature of the subject. In
addition to the alphabetical entries, the dictionary also includes appendices covering over 800
commonly used abbreviations and symbols, as well as a list of phobias and phobic stimuli, with
definitions. Comprehensive and clearly written, this dictionary is an invaluable work of reference for
students, lecturers, and the general reader with an interest in psychology.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: The Psychology of Interpersonal Relations F.
Heider, 2013-05-13 Published in the year 1982, The Psychology of Interpersonal Relations is a
valuable contribution to the field of Social Psychology.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: The Psychology of Interpersonal Relations
Fritz Heider, 1958 First Published in 1982. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Perception: First Form of Mind Tyler Burge,
2022-05-13 In Perception: First Form of Mind, Tyler Burge develops an understanding of the most
primitive type of mental representational: perception. Focusing on the functions and capacities of
perceptual states, Burge accounts for their representational content and structure, and develops a




formal semantics for them. The discussion explains the role of iconic format in the structure. It also
situates the accounts of content, structure, and semantics within scientific explanations of
perceptual-state formation, emphasizing formation of perceptual categorization. In the book's
second half, Burge discusses what a perceptual system is. Exploration of relations between
perception and other primitive capacities-conation, attention, memory, anticipation, affect, learning,
and imagining-helps distinguish perceiving, with its associated capacities, from thinking, with its
associated capacities. Drawing mainly on vision science, not introspection, Perception: First Form of
Mind is a rigorous, agenda-setting work in philosophy of perception and philosophy of science.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Perception and Illusion N.]J. Wade, 2006-03-30 Our
contact with the world is through perception, and therefore the study of the process is of obvious
importance and signi?cance. For much of its long history, the study of perception has been con?ned
to natural- tic observation. Nonetheless, the phenomena considered worthy of note have not been
those that nurture our survival—the veridical features of perception—but the oddities or departures
from the common and c- monplace accuracies of perception. With the move from the natural world
to the laboratory the oddities of perception multiplied, and they received ever more detailed
scrutiny. My general intention is to examine the interpretations of the perc- tual process and its
errors throughout history. The emphasis on errors of perception might appear to be a narrow
approach, but in fact it enc- passes virtually all perceptual research from the ancients until the
present. The constancies of perception have been taken for granted whereas - partures from
constancies (errors or illusions) have fostered fascination.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Paolo Bozzi’s Experimental Phenomenology Ivana
Bianchi, Richard Davies, 2018-10-09 This anthology translates eighteen papers by Italian
philosopher and experimental psychologist Paolo Bozzi (1930-2003), bringing his distinctive and
influential ideas to an English-speaking audience for the first time. The papers cover a range of
methodological and experimental questions concerning the phenomenology of perception and their
theoretical implications, with each one followed by commentary from leading international experts.
In his laboratory work, Bozzi investigated visual and auditory perception, such as our responses to
pendular motion and bodies in freefall, afterimages, transparency effects, and grouping effects in
dot lattices and among sounds (musical notes). Reflecting on the results of his enquiries against the
background of traditional approaches to experimentation in these fields, Bozzi took a unique realist
stance that challenges accepted approaches to perception, arguing that experimental
phenomenology is neither a science of the perceptual process nor a science of the appearances; it is
a science of how things are. The writings collected here offer an important resource for
psychologists of perception and philosophers, as well as for researchers in cognitive science.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Reflections on the Principles of Psychology Michael
G. Johnson, Tracy B. Henley, 2013-04-15 This important volume looks back to 1890 and -- 100 years
later -- asks some of the same questions William James was asking in his Principles of Psychology. In
so doing, it reviews our progress toward their solutions. Among the contemporary concerns of 1990
that the editors consider are: the nature of the self and the will, conscious experience,
associationism, the basic acts of cognition, and the nature of perception. Their findings: Although
the developments in each of these areas during the last 100 years have been monumental, James'
views as presented in the Principles still remain viable and provocative. To provide a context for
understanding James, some chapters are devoted primarily to recent scholarship about James
himself -- focusing on the time the Principles was written, relevant intellectual influences, and
considerations of his understanding of this new science of psychology. The balance of this volume is
devoted to specific topics of particular interest to James. One critical theme woven into almost every
chapter is the tension between the role of experience (or phenomenological data) within a scientific
psychology, and the viability of a materialistic (or biologically reductive) account of mental life.
Written for professionals, practitioners, and students of psychology -- in all disciplines.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Research Methods and Statistics in Psychology
Hugh Coolican, 2017-08-16 This sixth edition of Research Methods and Statistics in Psychology has




been fully revised and updated, providing students with the most readable and comprehensive
survey of research methods, statistical concepts and procedures in psychology today. Assuming no
prior knowledge, this bestselling text takes you through every stage of your research project giving
advice on planning and conducting studies, analysing data and writing up reports. The book provides
clear coverage of statistical procedures, and includes everything needed from nominal level tests to
multi-factorial ANOVA designs, multiple regression and log linear analysis. It features detailed and
illustrated SPSS instructions for all these procedures eliminating the need for an extra SPSS
textbook. New features in the sixth edition include: Tricky bits - in-depth notes on the things that
students typically have problems with, including common misunderstandings and likely mistakes.
Improved coverage of qualitative methods and analysis, plus updates to Grounded Theory,
Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis and Discourse Analysis. A full and recently published journal
article using Thematic Analysis, illustrating how articles appear in print. Discussion of contemporary
issues and debates, including recent coverage of journals’ reluctance to publish replication of
studies. Fully updated online links, offering even more information and useful resources, especially
for statistics. Each chapter contains a glossary, key terms and newly integrated exercises, ensuring
that key concepts are understood. A companion website (www.routledge.com/cw/coolican) provides
additional exercises, revision flash cards, links to further reading and data for use with SPSS.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Handbook of Perception: Perceptual Processing v.
9 SWAINE, 2014-06-28 Handbook of Perception: Perceptual Processing v. 9

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Discovering Psychology Telecourse Study
Guide David S. Moore, 1991

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Psychology; a Study of a Science: The process

areas, the person, and some applied fields: their place in psychology and in science Sigmund Koch,
1963

proximal stimulus psychology definition: The Essential Brunswik Egon Brunswik, 2001 A
selection of the author's English language papers, 1935-1957.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Cognitive Psychology In and Out of the Laboratory
Kathleen M. Galotti, 2020

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Themes in Speculative Psychology Nehemiah
Jordan, 2013-11-05 Tavistock Press was established as a co-operative venture between the Tavistock
Institute and Routledge & Kegan Paul (RKP) in the 1950s to produce a series of major contributions
across the social sciences. This volume is part of a 2001 reissue of a selection of those important
works which have since gone out of print, or are difficult to locate. Published by Routledge, 112
volumes in total are being brought together under the name The International Behavioural and
Social Sciences Library: Classics from the Tavistock Press. Reproduced here in facsimile, this
volume was originally published in 1968 and is available individually. The collection is also available
in a number of themed mini-sets of between 5 and 13 volumes, or as a complete collection.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: The Development of Perception, Cognition and
Language Paul van Geert, 2017-03-31 Originally published in 1983, the aim of this book was to
discuss some fundamental problems of cognitive developmental psychology at the time. The theme
which underlies the discussion is that scientific knowledge of the cognitive characteristics of other
people starts from the cognitive instruments that we psychologist employ, viz. our theories, models,
assumptions, methods of enquiry etc. Thus our scientific cognitive equipment not only provides the
format in which cognition in other people is expressed, it also exemplifies, in some abstract sense,
this cognition. The first part of the book deals with the concept of development in relation to the
structure of developmental theories. It is argued that theories originate from (implicit) conceptual
analyses of (implicit) final state definitions. Starting from this specific view on the nature of
developmental theories, the second part of the book discusses perception and perceptual
development.

proximal stimulus psychology definition: Tutorials on Motion Perception Alexander H.
Wertheim, 2012-12-06 From August 24-29, 1980 the international Symposium on the Study of



Motion Perception; Recent Developments and Applications, sponsored by NATO and organized by
the editors of this book, was held in Veldhoven, the Netherlands. The meeting was attended by about
eighty scholars, including psychologists, neurologists, physicists and other scientists, from fourteen
different countries. During the symposium some fifty research papers were presented and a series of
tutorial review papers were read and discussed. The research presentations have been published in
a special issue of the international journal of psychonomics Acta Psychologica (Vol. 48, 1981). The
present book is a compilation of the tutorial papers. The tutorials were arranged around early
versions of the chapters now appearing in this book. The long discussions at the Veldhoven tutorial
sessions resulted in extensive revisions of the texts prior to this publication. Unfortunately this led to
a delay in publication, but we feel that this was justified by a greater depth of understanding which,
in our opinion, has significantly increased the quality of the book. As they now stand, the chapters
cover most of the issues relevant to the study of motion perception. Also they clearly reflect the
intensive exchange of knowledge that took place during the symposium. As such we think that this
book can be used both as an advanced text for students and scientists alike and as a comprehensive
reference source.
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the proximal end of a bone

Directional terminology: Proximal | Kenhub The term proximal is a directional term that is
used to describe a position of a structure that is closer either to the center of the trunk of the body
or to the point of origin

PROXIMAL definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary proximal in American English
(‘praksamsal) adjective situated toward the point of origin or attachment, as of a limb or bone
What is proximal? | MyPathologyReport What is proximal? In pathology, the term proximal
describes the part of a tissue or organ closest to the center (midline) of the body. Doctors and
pathologists use this term to explain the

proximal adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of proximal
adjective in Oxford Advanced American Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example
sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more

Proximal - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Something that is proximal is situated closest to
the point of attachment or origin. In medicine, it means closest to the center of the body
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