oral roberts university history

Oral Roberts University History: A Journey of Faith, Education, and
Innovation

oral roberts university history is a fascinating tale of vision, faith, and
determination that has shaped one of the most distinctive Christian
universities in the United States. Established in the heart of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, Oral Roberts University (ORU) stands as a testament to the dream of
its founder, evangelist Oral Roberts, who sought to create a place where
spiritual life and academic excellence would coexist harmoniously. This story
is not just about the establishment of a college; it is about pioneering a
new model of higher education infused with charismatic Christian values,
innovative pedagogy, and a commitment to global impact.

The Founding Vision of Oral Roberts University

The roots of Oral Roberts University trace back to the early 1960s, a period
when Oral Roberts was a prominent healing evangelist known nationwide for his
charismatic ministry and faith healing crusades. His vision for a university
was unique: he wanted to create an institution that would educate the whole
person—spirit, mind, and body. This holistic approach was groundbreaking at
the time, combining rigorous academic programs with a vibrant spiritual life.

In 1963, Oral Roberts officially founded the university, initially called
Oral Roberts Evangelistic University, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The university
opened its doors in 1965 with fewer than 300 students but a big dream.
Roberts envisioned students who would not only excel academically but also be
equipped to impact their communities and the world through both their
professional skills and their faith.

Key Milestones in the Early Years

- **1963**: Chartering of Oral Roberts Evangelistic University.

- **1965**: University officially opened with the first class of students.
- *¥1067**: The distinctive Prayer Tower was completed, a symbol of the
university’s spiritual foundation.

- **1971**: The university changed its name to Oral Roberts University to
reflect its broader educational mission.

These early years were marked by rapid growth and development. The buildings
on campus, including the iconic Prayer Tower with its futuristic design,
reflected Roberts’ vision of a university that was not only rooted in faith
but also looking boldly to the future.



Academic Evolution and Expansion

As the years progressed, Oral Roberts University expanded its academic
offerings far beyond its original evangelistic focus. Today, ORU offers a
wide range of undergraduate and graduate programs across disciplines such as
business, education, theology, health sciences, and the arts and sciences.
This growth was a natural result of the university’s commitment to combining
faith with professional excellence.

Faith and Learning Integration

One of the defining features of Oral Roberts University history is its
deliberate integration of faith and learning. The university requires chapel
attendance and encourages students to engage in spiritual development
alongside their studies. This approach fosters a campus environment where
students are encouraged to explore their faith deeply while preparing for
careers in a variety of fields.

Faculty members are often noted for their dedication to mentoring students
not only academically but also spiritually, helping cultivate a supportive
community that reflects the university’s founding values.

Innovations and Contributions to Higher
Education

ORU has been a pioneer in several areas of higher education, especially
within Christian universities. From the start, Oral Roberts University
championed the use of technology and media in education. Oral Roberts himself
was a televangelist who understood the power of media, and this perspective
carried over into the university’s educational philosophy.

Embracing Technology and Media

- Early adoption of televised classes and use of media for evangelism.
- Development of programs in communication, broadcasting, and media arts.
- Partnerships and initiatives that leverage technology for global outreach.

This embrace of innovation has helped ORU maintain relevance in an evolving
educational landscape, allowing it to attract students who seek a modern
education grounded in faith.



Challenges and Resilience Through the Decades

No university’s history is without its challenges, and Oral Roberts
University is no exception. Throughout its history, ORU has faced financial
difficulties, leadership changes, and shifting cultural attitudes toward
charismatic Christianity. However, the university’'s resilience and
adaptability have been key to its ongoing success.

Leadership Transitions and Institutional Growth

The passing of Oral Roberts in 2009 marked a significant moment in the
university’s history. Leadership transitions following his death tested the
institution but also provided opportunities for renewal. New presidents have
focused on strengthening academic standards, expanding global partnerships,
and enhancing campus facilities.

Financial and Cultural Challenges

Like many private Christian universities, ORU has navigated financial
pressures due to fluctuating enrollment and economic downturns. Additionally,
balancing its charismatic Christian identity with a more diverse student body
and faculty has required thoughtful institutional dialogue.

Despite these challenges, the university continues to build on its founder’s
legacy, emphasizing community, service, and spiritual growth.

Campus Life and Traditions Rooted in History

Campus life at Oral Roberts University is deeply intertwined with its
history. Many traditions reflect the university’s commitment to faith and
community, creating a unique environment for students.

Spiritual Traditions

- **Daily Chapel Services**: Central to student life, these gatherings foster
spiritual growth.

- **Prayer Tower**: A campus icon symbolizing the university’'s spiritual
foundation.

- **Faith-Based Student Organizations**: Numerous groups provide fellowship
and service opportunities.



Cultural and Athletic Highlights

ORU has also developed a vibrant athletic program, known as the Golden
Eagles, participating in NCAA Division I sports. This athletic identity has
become an important part of the university’s culture, creating school spirit
and community engagement.

Oral Roberts University in the Modern Era

Today, Oral Roberts University continues to evolve, staying true to the core
principles laid out in its history while embracing new opportunities. The
university’s commitment to global outreach, innovative education, and
spiritual formation remains as strong as ever.

With expanding online programs and partnerships worldwide, ORU is reaching
students far beyond Tulsa, embodying Oral Roberts’ vision of a university
that impacts the world through faith-filled education.

The story of Oral Roberts University history is one of faith in action-a
community dedicated to nurturing leaders who are prepared intellectually,
professionally, and spiritually to make a difference in society. This legacy
keeps the university vibrant and relevant, inspiring each new generation of
students to carry forward that powerful vision.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Oral Roberts University founded?

Oral Roberts University was founded in 1963 by evangelist Oral Roberts.

What was the original mission of Oral Roberts
University?

The original mission of Oral Roberts University was to provide a Spirit-
empowered education combining academics, character development, and spiritual
formation.

Where is Oral Roberts University located?

Oral Roberts University is located in Tulsa, Oklahoma, United States.

Who was Oral Roberts, the founder of the university?

Oral Roberts was a prominent American Pentecostal televangelist and faith



healer who founded Oral Roberts University.

How has Oral Roberts University evolved over the
years?

Over the years, Oral Roberts University has expanded its academic programs,
including arts, sciences, and professional studies, while maintaining its
Christian foundation.

What is significant about the architecture of Oral
Roberts University?

The campus features unique futuristic architecture designed by architect
Frank Wallace, including the notable Prayer Tower.

Has Oral Roberts University faced any major
challenges in its history?

Yes, the university has faced financial challenges and leadership changes but
has continued to grow and maintain its mission throughout its history.

Additional Resources

Oral Roberts University History: A Comprehensive Review of Its Origins and
Evolution

oral roberts university history traces back to the visionary aspirations of
its founder, Oral Roberts, a prominent evangelist and faith healer.
Established in 1963 in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Oral Roberts University (ORU) emerged
as a distinctive institution blending Christian faith with higher education.
This article delves into the nuanced history of ORU, examining its founding
principles, growth trajectory, academic development, and the challenges that
have shaped its identity over the decades.

Foundational Years and Visionary Leadership

Oral Roberts University history begins with Oral Roberts himself, whose
influence on American evangelicalism was significant during the mid-20th
century. Roberts envisioned a university that would combine rigorous academic
standards with a charismatic Christian worldview. The institution was
officially chartered in 1963, with a mission to “raise up a generation of
Spirit-filled, Holy Spirit-empowered leaders to impact the world.” This
foundational ethos set ORU apart from many traditional universities by
integrating spiritual development closely with academic pursuits.



The university’s early years were marked by rapid development. The campus was
built on a hilltop in Tulsa, symbolizing its aspiration to be a beacon of
spiritual and intellectual growth. The iconic Prayer Tower, completed in the
late 1960s, became a symbol of the university’s commitment to prayer and
divine guidance. This architectural landmark reflects the university’s
distinctive blend of faith and education, a core aspect of the oral roberts
university history narrative.

Academic Expansion and Accreditation

From its inception, ORU emphasized a broad liberal arts education combined
with professional training. The institution offered degrees in theology,
education, business, and the arts, while also nurturing a vibrant music and
performing arts program. Over time, the university expanded its academic
offerings to include graduate programs, signaling a maturation of its
educational scope.

Achieving regional accreditation was a pivotal milestone in oral roberts
university history. The Higher Learning Commission granted accreditation in
1971, validating the institution’s academic quality and enabling it to
attract a more diverse student body. This accreditation was crucial in
positioning ORU competitively alongside other Christian universities in the
United States.

Campus Culture and Spiritual Life

ORU’s unique approach to campus culture is deeply intertwined with its
spiritual mission. The university requires chapel attendance and incorporates
spiritual formation into its curriculum, reflecting Oral Roberts’ vision of
holistic education. This emphasis on spiritual life fosters a close-knit
community among students, faculty, and staff who share common religious
values.

The university’s charismatic Christian heritage also influences its
extracurricular activities. Worship services, mission trips, and faith-based
student organizations are integral to campus life. This environment attracts
students seeking an education that aligns with their spiritual convictions,
distinguishing ORU within the landscape of private Christian institutions.

Challenges and Controversies

Like many faith-based universities, oral roberts university history includes
periods of financial difficulty and leadership transitions. The late 2000s,
for example, saw ORU facing substantial debt and declining enrollment,
challenging its sustainability. Leadership changes during this time sparked



debates about the university’'s direction and adherence to its founding
principles.

In response, ORU implemented strategic measures including restructuring
academic programs, enhancing fundraising efforts, and bolstering student
recruitment. These efforts illustrate the university’s resilience and
commitment to preserving its mission while adapting to contemporary higher
education demands.

Contemporary Developments and Academic
Innovations

In recent years, ORU has continued to evolve, embracing technological
advancements and expanding its global outreach. The university now offers
online degree programs, catering to a broader demographic of students seeking
flexible learning options. This shift reflects a growing trend in higher
education and highlights ORU’s willingness to innovate within its faith-based
framework.

Additionally, ORU has strengthened partnerships with international
organizations and mission networks, aligning with its longstanding emphasis
on global Christian leadership. These developments underscore the
university’s ongoing relevance and its efforts to prepare graduates for
impactful careers both in ministry and secular fields.

Comparative Perspective: ORU and Other Christian
Universities

When compared to other evangelical institutions such as Liberty University or
Biola University, ORU’s history reveals a distinctive blend of charismatic
spirituality and academic ambition. While Liberty University grew rapidly
with a conservative evangelical base and Biola emphasizes biblical
scholarship, ORU’'s charismatic roots influence both its worship style and
educational philosophy uniquely.

This distinctiveness can be both an asset and a challenge. On one hand, it
attracts students seeking a vibrant spiritual experience; on the other hand,
it requires careful balancing of academic rigor with devotional practices to
maintain accreditation and competitiveness.

Key Features and Legacy

The enduring legacy of oral roberts university history lies in its pioneering
integration of faith and learning. Some of the university’s key features



include:
e Spirit-empowered education model blending charismatic Christianity with
academic disciplines

e Iconic campus landmarks, such as the Prayer Tower, symbolizing spiritual
commitment

e A robust chapel program and mandatory spiritual formation activities
e Commitment to global missions and leadership development

e Adaptive strategies to address financial and enrollment challenges

These elements collectively define ORU’s identity and contribute to its
reputation within Christian higher education.

Exploring oral roberts university history reveals an institution that remains
deeply rooted in its founder’s vision while continuously navigating the
complexities of modern academia. Its evolution reflects broader trends in
faith-based education, highlighting the ongoing dialogue between tradition
and innovation. As ORU moves forward, its history serves as a foundation for
understanding its unique place in the landscape of American universities.

Oral Roberts University History

oral roberts university history: ORU the Early History, 1937-1965 Simpson, 2020-09-15 Early
history of Oral Roberts University began with Oral Roberts being healed of TB at age 17 in 1935,
and the Lord telling him to someday build a Christian university. 1937 his ministry began in
churchs...tents...crusades. Many years later with help from Partners and a team of advisers, business
men and women, professionals, professors, etc., ORU was established, built and ready for students
in September 1965. Thankfully some of ORU's amazing early history is documented by eye-witnesses
in testimonies, Stories and Tributes so it does not vanish in the sands-of-time.

oral roberts university history: Oral Roberts David Edwin Harrell, Jr., 1985-09-22 This book
may give you the best opportunity of deciding the truth about me and the ministry I hold so dear. --
Oral Roberts Among several biographies of Oral Roberts, the most recent, most accurate, and best
documented is Oral Roberts: An American Life, an objective, impressive study... -- New York Review
of Books Oral Roberts: An American Life is more than the story of a well-known evangelist and
educator. It is the story of a part of the American religious life that not many Americans know or
understand.... Dr. Harrell has researched thoroughly and written superbly. -- Billy Graham ... a
first-rate biography, one which should give pause to Roberts' supporters and critics alike.... Roberts'
first scholarly biographer has done a beautiful job. -- Allen Boyer, Newsday

oral roberts university history: Oral Roberts University 2012 Roman Harvey, 2011-03-15

oral roberts university history: Miracles and the Supernatural Throughout Church
History Tony Cooke, 2020-11-03 Miracles of the Past Preparing You for the Future The Body of


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-143/oral-roberts-university-history.pdf

Christ is ordained to walk in the supernatural. That has always been the plan, and you have a part to
play in the mercy, power, and love of God being demonstrated in the earth. Despite claims that
miracles ceased with the apostles, Jesus said that believers would do the same works He...

oral roberts university history: Recovering the Margins of American Religious History B.
Dwain Waldrep, Scott Billingsley, 2012-04-03 Harrell's connections with these religious movements
point to his deeper ongoing concerns with class, gender, and race as core factors behind religious
institutions, and he has unblinkingly investigated a wide range of social dynamics.

oral roberts university history: The Seminary Larry D. Hart, 2016 Oral Roberts University
houses a world class College of Theology and Ministry which has offered theological higher
education continuously for fifty years. As the oldest Pentecostal/Charismatic seminary in the world,
the Graduate School of Theology and Ministry of Oral Roberts University has enjoyed a unique
history of service to the global historic Christian church. Currently, some four hundred students
come from myriad national, ethnic, and denominational backgrounds to train to go into every
person's world, as founder Oral Roberts would term it, with the message of God's saving/healing
love. It is difficult to imagine that such a school could have emerged out ot the cultural and spiritual
tumult in the United States of the 1960s and 1970s. No one could have anticipated a national
spiritual awakening, the wave of which the seminary and the university that spawned it would ride
to national prominence and international impact. As the twenty-first century unfolds, the seminary
stands poised once again for global impact in an ever-changing world. But as was true of the
ministry which gave birth to the seminary, beginnings were humble and sometimes halting. Perhaps
no one initially conceived the significant contribution to the church's worldwide mission which the
school would ultimately provide.

oral roberts university history: A Survey of the History of Global Christianity, Second Edition
Mark Nickens, 2020-12-15 Since Jesus’s resurrection, Christianity has expanded across the globe
and shaped a vast array of groups and movements. A Survey of the History of Global Christianity,
Second Edition, provides an overview of the Christian faith from the apostolic age to the global
present. In a friendly and informative tone, author Mark Nickens outlines the historical context of
important developments in doctrine and practice, including: o the persecution and resilience of the
early church o the results of increasing papal power in Europe during the Middle Ages o the
Reformation and later movements that influenced European Christianity o the various sects of
American Christianity that arose in cycles of revival o an examination of Orthodoxy and the history
of Christianity in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the West Indies. In addition to historical
information, this book features quotes and spiritual lessons from noteworthy Christians throughout
the centuries. By understanding how Christian doctrine has developed over the ages and across the
globe, readers will better understand where their own faith tradition comes from.

oral roberts university history: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M. Lund,
Todd Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History is designed to meet the
scope and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a balanced
approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the United
States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness accounts,
lived experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American experience, with particular
attention to issues of race, class, and gender.

oral roberts university history: The Psychedelic Sixties: a Social History of the United
States, 1960-69 Richard T. Stanley, 2013-05-28 The Psychedelic Sixties were turbulent times filled
with periods of ecstasy and despair. Who could have predicted that President Kennedy's Camelot
would end with his televised assassination? Or that Harvard psychologist Timothy Leary's Concord
Prison Project would evolve into his becoming the pied piper of LSD, the Psychedelic Revolution, and
the Hippie Movement? To the credit of many Americans, a key characteristic of the Psychedelic
Sixties was the search for solutions to society's social problems. But who could have predicted that
President Johnson's Great Society would soon fall victim to race riots, student protests, and an
increasingly unpopular war in Vietnam? Throughout the sixties, regular folks tried to find relief by




watching TV comedies, motion picture musicals, and major sports events. And music --- from The
Beatles to The Rolling Stones. Despite all the decade's chaos and bloodshed, public and private
schools at all levels grew at unprecedented rates. And corporate America and our schools were more
in cahoots than ever: Want a good job? Get a college degree! And, in 1969, as some Hippies still
exclaimed, Tune in, turn on, drop out!, an American named Neil Armstrong WALKED ON THE
MOON!

oral roberts university history: American Religious History Gary Scott Smith, 2020-12-07 A
mix of thematic essays, reference entries, and primary source documents covering the role of
religion in American history and life from the colonial era to the present. Often controversial,
religion has been an important force in shaping American culture. Religious convictions strongly
influenced colonial and state governments as well as the United States as a new republic. Religious
teachings, values, and practices deeply affected political structures and policies, economic ideology
and practice, educational institutions and instruction, social norms and customs, marriage, and
family life. By analyzing religion's interaction with American culture and prominent religious leaders
and ideologies, this reference helps readers to better understand many fascinating, often
controversial, religious leaders, ideas, events, and topics. The work is organized in three volumes
devoted to particular periods. Volume one includes a chronology highlighting key events related to
religion in American history and an introduction that overviews religion in America during the
period covered by the volume, and roughly 10 essays that explore significant themes. These essays
are followed by approximately 120 alphabetically arranged reference entries providing objective,
fundamental information about topics related to religion in America. Each volume presents nearly 50
primary source documents, each introduced by a contextualizing headnote. A selected, general
bibliography closes volume three.

oral roberts university history: Chronological and Background Charts of Church History
Robert C. Walton, 2018-06-26 See how the rich tapestry of nearly 2,000 years of church history
unfolded. Packed with teaching and learning tools, from charts and timelines, to maps and visual
guides, Chronological and Background Charts of Church History will help you quickly grasp the
historic foundation on which contemporary Christianity rests. This revised and expanded edition
contains 126 charts (43 of which are new) that cover: The history of the ancient church The
medieval church The Reformation The modern European church The American church and more The
accessible visual presentation is perfect for enhancing every type of teaching and learning situation
and style, including homeschooling curricula and tutoring, church classes and Sunday school.
ZondervanCharts are ready references for those who need the essential information at their
fingertips. Accessible and highly useful, the books in this library offer clear organization and
thorough summaries of issues, subjects, and topics that are key for Christian students and learners.
The visuals and captions will cater to any teaching methodology, style, or program.

oral roberts university history: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 2002

oral roberts university history: A History of Religion in America Bryan Le Beau,
2017-09-18 A History of Religion in America: From the End of the Civil War to the Twenty-First
Century provides comprehensive coverage of the history of religion in America from the end of the
American Civil War to religion in post 9/11 America. The volume explores major religious groups in
the United States and examines the following topics: The aftermath of the American Civil War
Immigration’s impact on American religion The rise of the social gospel The fundamentalist response
Religion in Cold War America The 60’s counterculture and the backlash Religion in Post-9/11
America Chronologically arranged and integrating various religious developments into a coherent
historical narrative, this book also contains useful chapter summaries and review questions.
Designed for undergraduate religious studies and history students A History of Religion in America
provides a substantive and comprehensive introduction to the complexity of religion in American
history.

oral roberts university history: Oklahoma, a History of Five Centuries Arrell Morgan Gibson,



1981 Located in the Oklahoma Collection.

oral roberts university history: Oral Roberts and the Rise of the Prosperity Gospel
Jonathan Root, 2023-04-20 In 1946, God gave Oral Roberts a new Buick. And this just one of many
miracles the young, broke preacher learned to expect, as Oral Roberts would go on to build an
evangelistic ministry worth millions of dollars, a medical complex, and a university. How do we
interpret the life of a man who seemed to combine rampant consumerist excess with a sincere
devotion to the gospel? Seeking to answer this question, Jonathan Root weaves together accounts of
Oral Roberts’s life in a balanced and engaging narrative. This fresh biography covers Roberts’s early
life during the Great Depression in Oklahoma, his family’s financial struggles during his early career
as a Pentecostal preacher, his healing ministry’s explosive growth in popularity via the new media of
radio and television, and his empire’s eventual collapse. Root pays special attention to how Roberts
introduced the “prosperity gospel” to American Protestants with his affirmation that God intends his
followers to be both spiritually and physically fulfilled. Root’s engaging narration looks to primary
sources on Roberts’s life as well as the mythologized stories he told years later. The man who
emerges is both deeply flawed and entirely earnest in his devotion to Christ. Oral Roberts and the
Rise of the Prosperity Gospel will be an absorbing read for all those interested in American religious
history and one of its most colorful figures.

oral roberts university history: A Global History of Christians Paul R. Spickard, Kevin M.
Cragg, 2001-02 Surveys the progression of the Christian experience within historical, social,
economic, and cultural contexts.

oral roberts university history: 100 of the Worst Ideas in History Michael Smith, Eric
Kasum, 2014-06-03 A humorous illustrated gift book with history's biggest fails hailing from politics,
pop culture, international relations, business, sports, and more. From skinny-dipping Presidents to
toxic tooth fillings to singing pop stars who can't carry a tune, 100 of the Worst Ideas in History is a
celebration of humanity's historical—and often hysterical—missteps that have started wars, sunk
countries, wrecked companies, scuttled careers, lost millions of dollars, and even endangered the
Earth. Interesting stories from history include: How a confused chauffeur helped start World War I
Who turned down the greatest product placement opportunity in Hollywood history How a Chicago
White Sox game helped hasten the demise of disco The toad that nearly ate Australia The most
dangerous children's game ever invented Spanning politics, pop culture, fashion, sports, technology,
and more, this irreverent and witty book is packed with fun photos and sidebars, tracing how these
thundering brainstorms turned into blundering brain farts—and the astonishing impacts our faux pas
and foibles still have on us today. Great for gifting! Funny Father's Day gift White elephant gag gift
Unique gift for the history major Fun teacher gift

oral roberts university history: Come Out Of Her My People: (Vol. I) A History of The
Message of William Branham Charles Paisley, 2024-06-01 William Branham was a influential
Pentecostal ministers of the mid 20th century who began a cult following known as The Message.
While many biographies of William Branham have been published, this is the first book on the
history of The Message movement. Written by the former associate pastor of the second oldest
Message church in the world, this book explores The Message community and the origins of its
ideology. The Message did not appear in a vacuum. The ideology of The Message is merely a
continuation and evolution of belief systems which came before. What was that system? Where did
the ideology come from? Are the sources reputable? How did the early Message community form?
This first volume of the history of The Message will begin to shed light on these questions.

oral roberts university history: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 1987

oral roberts university history: Autobiographical Reflections on Southern Religious
History John B. Boles, 2001 Invoking the strong ties they sense between the courses of their lives
and their careers, the sixteen historians of religion who have contributed to Autobiographical
Reflections on Southern Religious History share their thoughts and motivations. In these highly
personal essays, both pioneering and promising young scholars discuss their work and interests as



they recall how the circumstances of their upbringing and education steered them toward religious
history. They tell of their own time and place and of their growing awareness of how religion ties
into larger social issues: gender, class, and, most notably, race. Indeed, one essay begins, [ was
asked to write about why I came to study religion in the South. It was then I realized that it was
because my grandfather had been lynched. Lutheran, Jewish, Catholic, Methodist, and Episcopal
viewpoints are represented as, of course, are Baptist. Some contributors have stood in the pulpit;
others at least commenced their higher education with that aim. While some contributors were born
and reared, and now work in the Bible Belt, others are outsiders--physically, philosophically, or both.
Some came from intellectual traditions; others were the first in their family to attend college.
Despite their common interest in its history, southern religion is anything but an intellectual
abstraction for the contributors to this book. It is a potent force, and here sixteen men and women
offer themselves as proof of its power to shape lives.
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