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Map of the Middle East Political: Understanding the Region’s Complex Geopolitical Landscape

map of the middle east political is more than just a visual representation of countries and
borders; it’s a gateway to understanding one of the most intricate and historically rich regions in the
world. The Middle East, often described as the crossroads of civilizations, presents a dynamic
political landscape marked by diverse cultures, shifting alliances, and ongoing conflicts. By exploring
the political map of this region, we gain valuable insights into the current geopolitical realities and
the historical factors that shape them.

The Basics of the Middle East Political Map

When you look at a map of the Middle East political boundaries, you see a collection of countries
that span from the eastern edge of the Mediterranean Sea to the western borders of Iran and from
the southern borders of Turkey down to the Arabian Peninsula. This region includes nations like
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and the Gulf States, among others.

Why Political Boundaries Matter

Political maps focus on borders and territories defined by governments, highlighting the sovereignty
of each nation. In the Middle East, these boundaries often reflect a complex history of colonialism,
empire dissolution, and conflict. Unlike physical maps that show natural features like mountains and
rivers, political maps emphasize human-made divisions that affect diplomacy, trade, and security.

Historical Context Behind the Middle East’s Political
Borders

To truly appreciate the political map of the Middle East, one must understand the historical events
that shaped it.

The Legacy of the Ottoman Empire

For centuries, the Ottoman Empire controlled large parts of the Middle East. Its collapse after World
War I led to a significant reshuffling of territories. European powers, mainly Britain and France,
carved up the region through agreements like the Sykes-Picot Agreement, establishing new borders
that didn’t necessarily align with ethnic or sectarian lines.



Creation of Modern States

Following the empire’s fall, new countries such as Iraq, Syria, and Jordan emerged. The political
map of the Middle East was effectively redrawn, often without much regard for the complex social
fabric of the region. This legacy still influences many of today’s conflicts and alliances.

Key Features of the Middle East Political Map Today

The current political map reveals several significant elements that define the region’s geopolitics.

Fragmented Borders and Disputed Territories

One striking feature is the presence of disputed territories and regions with ongoing conflicts. For
instance:

¢ Palestinian Territories: The Gaza Strip and West Bank remain at the center of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
¢ Golan Heights: Controlled by Israel but internationally recognized as Syrian territory.

e Kurdistan: A region spread across Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran, where Kurdish populations
seek greater autonomy.

These contested areas make the political landscape highly volatile and sensitive.

Influence of Religious and Ethnic Groups

The Middle East’s political map is deeply intertwined with its religious and ethnic diversity. Sunni
and Shia Muslim divisions, along with Christian, Jewish, and other minorities, often influence
political alliances and rivalries. Countries like Iran and Saudi Arabia are seen as regional powers
representing different sects, which further complicates the political dynamics.

Understanding Regional Alliances Through the Political
Map



The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

The GCC, comprising Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Oman,
represents a significant political and economic alliance visible on the map. Their cooperation is vital
for regional security, oil policies, and diplomatic initiatives.

Power Struggles and Proxy Conflicts

The political map also helps us visualize power struggles, such as the rivalry between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, which manifests in proxy conflicts across Syria, Yemen, and Iraq. These clashes reshape
borders on the ground, affecting control over territories and resources.

Tips for Reading and Interpreting a Political Map of the
Middle East

If you're new to studying the Middle East’s political geography, here are some helpful tips:

1. Look Beyond Borders: Don’t just focus on the national boundaries. Consider ethnic groups,
religious affiliations, and historical claims that may cross these lines.

2. Track Recent Changes: The region’s map is not static. Pay attention to recent developments
such as ceasefire lines, autonomous regions, and shifting alliances.

3. Use Multiple Maps: Compare political maps with physical and demographic maps to get a
comprehensive understanding of the region.

The Role of International Influence on the Middle East
Political Map

Global Powers and Their Interests

The political map of the Middle East is often influenced by the involvement of global powers like the
United States, Russia, and the European Union. Their military bases, diplomatic ties, and economic
investments shape the region’s power balance. For example, U.S. alliances with Israel and Saudi
Arabia contrast with Russia’s support for Syria and Iran, adding layers to the geopolitical puzzle.



Impact of Energy Resources

Oil and natural gas reserves are pivotal in the Middle East. Countries like Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq,
and the UAE hold vast energy resources that make them key players on the map. Control over these
resources often determines economic strength and political leverage within the region and globally.

Interactive Maps and Technology: Exploring the Middle
East Political Map Today

Thanks to advances in technology, accessing up-to-date and interactive political maps of the Middle
East has become easier than ever. Online platforms allow users to zoom in on disputed regions, view
changes over time, and analyze demographic data alongside political boundaries. These tools are
invaluable for students, researchers, and anyone interested in the evolving story of the Middle East.

How Interactive Maps Enhance Learning

Interactive maps help contextualize the complex relationships between countries and regions. They
can:

e Show real-time conflict zones and ceasefire lines

e Highlight economic corridors and trade routes

e Visualize the influence of religious and ethnic groups

Engaging with these maps deepens understanding and encourages critical thinking about the
region’s political challenges.

Looking Ahead: The Future of the Middle East Political
Map

Predicting the exact changes in the political map of the Middle East is challenging due to the
region’s fluid nature. However, some trends can be observed:

e Potential for New States or Autonomous Regions: Kurdish aspirations or Palestinian
statehood efforts continue to shape debates about future boundaries.

 Shifts in Alliances: Economic diversification and geopolitical shifts may lead to new
partnerships beyond traditional rivalries.



e Impact of Technology and Social Movements: Digital communication and youth activism
might influence political reforms and border disputes.

Understanding the current political map provides a foundation for following these developments as
they unfold.

Exploring the political map of the Middle East is a fascinating journey into a region that has shaped
much of human history and continues to influence global affairs. By examining its borders, conflicts,
alliances, and cultural layers, we gain a clearer picture of the challenges and opportunities that
define this vibrant and complex part of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key countries shown on a political map of the
Middle East?

A political map of the Middle East typically highlights countries such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, and
Yemen.

How does a political map of the Middle East help in
understanding regional conflicts?

A political map of the Middle East shows national boundaries, capitals, and major cities, which helps
to understand territorial disputes, areas of control, and the geopolitical context of regional conflicts.

What recent changes are reflected in the political map of the
Middle East?

Recent changes include shifting borders of influence due to conflicts in Syria and Yemen,
recognition of new diplomatic relations such as the Abraham Accords involving Israel and some Gulf
states, and ongoing disputes in areas like the Golan Heights and Kurdish regions.

How are disputed territories represented on a political map of
the Middle East?

Disputed territories on a political map are often marked with dashed or dotted lines to indicate
contested borders, and may include annotations or color variations to show areas under different
control or claims, such as the Golan Heights, West Bank, and parts of Kurdistan.

Why is the Middle East considered a strategically important



region on political maps?

The Middle East is strategically important due to its location connecting Asia, Africa, and Europe, its
vast oil and gas reserves, and its historical and religious significance, all of which are clearly
depicted and studied using political maps of the region.

Additional Resources
**Navigating the Complexities: A Detailed Examination of the Map of the Middle East Political**

map of the middle east political dynamics offers a window into one of the most geopolitically
intricate regions in the world. This region, straddling parts of Asia and Africa, is defined not only by
its rich cultural and historical tapestry but also by its complex political boundaries, shifting alliances,
and longstanding conflicts. Understanding the political map of the Middle East requires a nuanced
approach that goes beyond mere geography to encompass historical legacies, sectarian divisions,
economic interests, and international influences.

Understanding the Political Landscape of the Middle
East

The Middle East’s political map is characterized by a patchwork of nation-states, disputed
territories, and zones of influence. From the vast deserts of Saudi Arabia to the urban centers of the
Levant, the political borders drawn—some by colonial powers and others through wars and
treaties—continue to shape regional interactions today.

Unlike regions with relatively stable boundaries, the Middle East’s political map is continually
evolving due to multiple factors such as civil wars, external interventions, and peace negotiations.
For instance, the ongoing Syrian conflict has altered the de facto control of territories among
various factions, complicating the otherwise internationally recognized borders.

Key Features of the Middle East Political Map

Several elements distinguish the political map of the Middle East:

e Fragmented Sovereignty: Some countries exhibit strong centralized governments, such as
Saudi Arabia and Iran, while others, like Yemen and Libya, face fragmented control among
competing factions.

e Disputed Territories: Regions such as the Palestinian territories (West Bank and Gaza Strip),
the Golan Heights, and parts of Kurdistan remain contentious, with sovereignty claims
unresolved.

e Ethnic and Sectarian Diversity: Borders often cut across ethnic and religious lines, leading
to significant minority populations within countries, which impacts political stability and



policy-making.

¢ Resource Distribution: The map often reflects the distribution of natural resources such as
oil and gas, which are concentrated in certain countries, thereby influencing regional power
dynamics.

Historical Context Shaping the Political Boundaries

The modern political map of the Middle East is largely a product of 20th-century events. The
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire after World War I, followed by the Sykes-Picot Agreement, laid
the groundwork for many arbitrary borders that disregarded ethnic and tribal realities. Colonial-era
mandates assigned by the League of Nations further entrenched divisions.

Post-World War II decolonization led to the emergence of independent states, but the legacy of
imperial boundary-making has persisted. The creation of Israel in 1948, for example, dramatically
altered the regional map and introduced new layers of conflict and diplomatic challenges.

The Role of International Actors

The political map cannot be fully understood without considering the influence of global powers. The
United States, Russia, and European countries have historically played significant roles in shaping
political alliances and conflicts within the Middle East. Military interventions, economic sanctions,
and diplomatic efforts have all contributed to shifts in territorial control and political authority.

Contemporary Political Divisions and Their
Implications

Examining the map of the Middle East political landscape today reveals a region marked by both
volatility and resilience. Countries like Egypt, Jordan, and the Gulf states maintain relatively stable
governance structures, while others face ongoing turmoil.

Impact of Sectarianism and Ethnic Identity

The political map is intricately tied to the region’s sectarian and ethnic mosaic. Sunni and Shia
Muslim communities, alongside Christian, Kurdish, Druze, and other minorities, often find
themselves divided by national boundaries. This diversity sometimes fuels internal conflicts, as seen
in Iraq and Syria, where sectarian identities overlap with political factions.



Economic Factors and Political Boundaries

Oil-rich countries such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and the UAE wield significant regional influence partly
because of their natural resource wealth. The political map reflects this economic geography, with
resource-rich areas often becoming focal points for domestic power and external interest.

Analyzing the Map of the Middle East Political:
Challenges and Opportunities

The constantly shifting nature of political control in parts of the Middle East presents both
challenges and opportunities for policymakers and analysts.

e Challenges: Territorial disputes and weak state institutions hinder peace processes and
economic development. Borders drawn without regard to local identities contribute to
instability.

e Opportunities: Regional cooperation initiatives and peace agreements, such as normalization
agreements between Israel and some Gulf states, hint at potential reconfigurations of political
alliances.

The Role of Technology and Cartography in Understanding the
Region

Modern digital mapping technologies and geopolitical analysis tools have enhanced the ability to
interpret the political map of the Middle East with greater accuracy. Interactive maps incorporating
real-time data on conflict zones, refugee movements, and economic activity provide invaluable
resources for researchers and decision-makers.

Future Prospects for the Political Map of the Middle
East

Looking ahead, the political map of the Middle East is unlikely to remain static. Emerging trends
such as shifting alliances, demographic changes, and environmental challenges like water scarcity
will influence how borders are managed and contested.

Efforts to resolve longstanding conflicts, including the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, and attempts to
stabilize war-torn states will shape the contours of political authority. Furthermore, the increasing
role of regional organizations and international partnerships may promote a more cooperative
framework for addressing shared challenges.



In sum, the map of the Middle East political configuration is a living document, reflecting centuries
of history and the ongoing interplay of local, regional, and global forces. Understanding its
complexities requires continuous attention to evolving political realities and the underlying factors
that drive change in this pivotal region.

Map Of The Middle East Political

map of the middle east political: Middle East Political Map CartoTech, 1991

map of the middle east political: The Middle East Today Dona J. Stewart, 2012-12-12 The
new edition of The Middle East Today provides an accessible and comprehensive introductory
textbook for undergraduate students of Middle East Studies, Middle East politics and geography.
This updated and revised edition features a host of pedagogical features to assist students with their
learning, including; detailed maps and images, case studies on key issues, boxed sections and
suggestions for further reading. The book highlights the current issues facing the Middle East,
linking them to the rich political, geographical and cultural history of the region. The author
examines the crises and conflicts, both current and potential, likely to dominate the region in coming
years. The second edition has been fully updated and revised to include discussion of such recent
events as: the effects of the Arab Spring Turkey’s growing influence in the region the dramatic
increase in Iran’s nuclear capabilities Usama bin Laden’s death and declining support for violent
extremist movements in the Middle East. Further supplemented by a companion website containing
sample chapters, a selection of maps formatted for use in presentations, and annotated links to
online resources and websites, The Middle East Today is an essential resource for all students of
Middle East Studies, Middle East politics and geography.

map of the middle east political: An Introduction to Middle East Politics Benjamin MacQueen,
2013-03-30 The Middle East has undergone enormous change since 9/11, from the invasion and
occupation of Iraq to the events of the ‘Arab Spring’. An Introduction to Middle East Politics engages
with questions of democratisation and political reform in the region. It covers: Historical Legacies;
The Ottoman Empire, WWI, colonialism and the Cold War; nationalism and Islamist politics
Authoritarianism in Egypt, Algeria and Syria; political changes in Iran; the politics of oil in Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf States; Israel, the Palestinians and the Arab States Intervention in Afghanistan
and Iraq The recent uprisings in the Arab World, human rights, social movements and social media
Each chapter opens with helpful learning objectives and concludes with study questions. Annotated
bibliographies aid further reading, whilst the companion website provides links to additional
material. This book will prove a fascinating read for both undergraduate and postgraduate students
of Middle East Politics and related courses across Politics and International Relations.

map of the middle east political: The State of the Middle East Dan Smith, 2014-04-08 From
the author of the bestselling The State of the World Atlas, here is an essential tool for understanding
the Middle East and its pivotal role in global politics. As Western powers attempt to redraw the map
of the region, Dan Smith uses his forensic skills to unravel the history of this arena of confrontation
and instability, from the Ottoman Empire to the present day. With customarily acute analysis, he
highlights key issues and maps their global implications to explain why the Middle East has become,
and will remain, the focal point for foreign policy. The atlas covers a wide range of topics, including:
imperial legacies ethnic and religious differences US presence and policies Arab-Israeli wars Israel
and Palestine Iran and Iraq military spending the Kurds Libya and the USA oil and water.

map of the middle east political: World Order from the People’s Perspective in the Middle
East Shingo Hamanaka, Hiroyuki Aoyama, Yutaka Takaoka, 2024-11-13 The Arab Spring
demonstrated the crucial importance of understanding the political awareness and behavior of the
general public. This book employs original survey data to examine the political attitudes, perceptions
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of international relations, and experiences and preferences related to cross-border migration among
ordinary people in the Middle East. We have conducted a decade-long study of Middle East public
opinion, utilizing two research concepts. The first is the political cognitive map, which constructs the
international system, i.e., the relations among major powers, from public opinion data. The second is
the experience and preferences of cross-border migration, which enables us to analyze the problems
of immigration, refugees, and terrorist infiltration. Through these two research concepts, we have
attempted to understand the order and dynamics of the Middle East region. This book opens new
horizons for the study of Middle Eastern politics.

map of the middle east political: Middle East Politics and International Relations Shahram
Akbarzadeh, 2022-10-28 As featured on BookAuthority's list of best International Relations books to
read in 2024. Continuing civil wars and humanitarian crises, coupled with a changing geopolitical
dynamic, highlighted by increased Russian and Chinese presence in the Middle East, call for new
thinking. What happens in the Middle East has major global repercussions. This second edition of
the ground-breaking textbook Middle East Politics and International Relations: Crisis Zone provides
a comprehensive overview of contemporary Middle East politics. The book traces the roots of recent
events across the region’s modern history, enabling readers to appreciate both the significance of
such events and the importance of history in influencing their outcomes. Structured chronologically,
with updated stand-alone chapters containing history, context and contemporary analyses, this
edition examines a series of interconnected themes and issues, including external intervention,
political manifestations of Islam, the role of political authority, nationalism, self-determination and
human rights. The book provides a valuable teaching tool, both in its content and structure. Students
will gain a deeper understanding of a changed Middle East and the evolving role of states and
non-state actors in the region.

map of the middle east political: Geopolitics of the New Middle East Saban Kardas,
Bulent Aras, 2023-06-26 This edited book takes a critical look at the geopolitics of the broader
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. It scrutinizes some of the perennial issues shaping the
regional security agenda, as well as the emerging geopolitical trends in the wake of a decade of
turmoil triggered by the demands for political and economic reforms. The contributors explore the
geopolitical implications of the structural transformation process in the MENA region and beyond,
which has unleashed destabilizing forces and multifaceted conflicts, with the involvement of many
local, regional and global actors. They also look at how some of the regional actors have reacted to
the risks and security challenges produced by the wave of instability and conflicts, and conducted
their foreign policy in this volatile period of fluid alliances. Other contributors explore the roles and
perspectives of major extra-regional actors, delving deeper into how they have adjusted their
policies towards the emergence of a new order and reshuffling of alignments. This book will be of
interest to researchers and advanced students of politics, international relations, and political
geography. It was originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern
Studies.

map of the middle east political: Handbook of Middle East Politics Shahram Akbarzadeh,
2023-10-06 This Handbook uses a comprehensive study of political institutions, social movements
and external pressures to offer nuanced study of politics in the Middle East. Foremost scholars on
the Middle East examine key themes such as political change, regional rivalry and authoritarianism,
making this collection very timely and relevant as an authoritative source.

map of the middle east political: Kurdish Politics in the Middle East Rebwar Rawf Salih,
2025-02-05 This book, operating within the domain of political sociology, undertakes a
comprehensive examination of the Kurdistan Regional Government's (KRG) internal challenges. It
centres on the erosion of trust within the KRG's governance structures and its diminishing influence
vis-a-vis the central government in Baghdad. Pivoting on the contemporary era of the region, marked
by the US invasion of Iraq, the chapters provide an empirically rigorous chronological account of
Kurdish influence on the Iraqi political landscape up until the pivotal 2017 independence
referendum. The book analyses the complex array of factors contributing to the KRG's perceived




failures, offering valuable insights and lessons that may be gleaned from these developments, and
meticulously dissects the intricate interplay of political, economic, and military dynamics that have
shaped the KRG's trajectory. Salih unravels the paradox of Kurdish leaders and political parties,
seemingly engaged in self-defeating actions, yet retaining their positions of power and influence.
Drawing on established sociological methodologies, the book presents an in-depth exploration of the
motivations and mechanisms underpinning these enigmatic behaviours. Providing readers with a
comprehensive exploration of Kurdish politics within a broader regional context, the book invites
readers to engage with its analytical rigour, offering a scholarly lens through which to assess the
KRG's intricate challenges and opportunities for the future.

map of the middle east political: Routledge Handbook of Middle East Politics Larbi Sadiki,
2020-03-31 Drawing on various perspectives and analysis, the Handbook problematizes Middle East
politics through an interdisciplinary prism, seeking a melioristic account of the field. Thematically
organized, the chapters address political, social, and historical questions by showcasing both
theoretical and empirical insights, all of which are represented in a style that ease readers into
sophisticated induction in the Middle East. It positions the didactic at the centre of inquiry.
Contributions by forty-four scholars, both veterans and newcomers, rethink knowledge frames,
conceptual categories, and fieldwork praxis. Substantive themes include secularity and religion,
gender, democracy, authoritarianism, and new borderline politics of the Middle East. Like any field
of knowledge, the Middle East is constituted by texts, authors, and readers, but also by the cultural,
spatial, and temporal contexts within which diverse intellectual inflections help construct
(write-speak) academic meaning, knowing, and practice. By denaturalizing notions of singularity of
authorship or scholarship, the Handbook plants a dialogic interplay animated by multi-vocality,
multi-modality, and multi-disciplinarity. Targeting graduate students and young scholars of political
and social sciences, the Handbook is significant for understanding how the Middle East is written
and re-written, read and re-read (epistemology, methodology), and for how it comes to exist
(ontology).

map of the middle east political: The Middle East , 1989

map of the middle east political: An Atlas of Middle Eastern Affairs Ewan W. Anderson, Liam
D. Anderson, 2013-12-04 This revised and updated atlas provides accessible, concisely written
entries on the most important current issues in the Middle East, combining original maps with their
geopolitical background. Providing a clear context for analysis of key concerns, it includes
background topics, the position of the Middle East in the world and profiles of the constituent
countries.

map of the middle east political: Russian strategy in the Middle East and North Africa
Derek Averre, 2024-02-27 This book analyses Russia’s strategy in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) in the turbulent period since the inception of the Arab Spring. It explores the key policy
challenges faced by Russia in the context of Russia’s relations with both the regional states and the
major external powers. The book incorporates chapters on Russia’s involvement in MENA affairs, its
intervention in the Syrian civil war, the domestic sources of its foreign policy, its clash with the
Western powers over issues pertaining to sovereignty and humanitarian norms, its response to the
challenge posed by Islamist extremism, and its political-military and economic interests in the MENA
region. The book offers an original, critical analysis of Russia’s thinking and decision-making and
examines the implications of its more assertive foreign policy strategy following its military
interventions in Syria and Ukraine.

map of the middle east political: The New Faces of Political Islam in the Middle East
Nostalgiawan Wahyudhi, M. Hamdan Basyar, Dhurorudin Mashad, M. Fakhry Ghafur, Defbry
Margiansyah, 2025-06-20 This book provides a survey of the political situation in 15 Arab countries
in the Middle East and North Africa and provides overviews of associated post-Arab Spring politics,
with an emphasis of political Islamist movements. A translation from its original in Bahasa
Indonesia, the book critically assesses the concept of post-Islamism from an Indonesian perspective.
It argues that the wave of democratization in the Middle East following the Arab Spring failed to



create an open democratic life in the region, except in the country where the Arab Spring began,
Tunisia. Rather, it has left growing conflicts and destabilization in the region, with the rise of new
authoritarianism. The authors simultaneously show that Islamic political movements in general are
adaptive in the face of the changing political environment post-Arab Spring. They present the
example of the Muslim Brotherhood as a movement with distinctive characteristics and high levels of
adaptability in changing socio-political environments. It is relevant to advanced undergraduate and
graduate students studying and researching contemporary Arab or Islamist movements and to
scholars look for a neat comparative survey of countries after the Arab Spring.

map of the middle east political: US Foreign Policy in the Middle East Kylie Baxter, Shahram
Akbarzadeh, 2012-08-21 Over the last sixty years, Washington has been a major player in the politics
of the Middle East. From Iran in the 1950s, to the Gulf War of 1991, to the devastation of
contemporary Iraq, US policy has had a profound impact on the domestic affairs of the region.
Anti-Americanism is a pervasive feature of modern Middle East public opinion. But far from being
intrinsic to ‘Muslim political culture’, scepticism of the US agenda is directly linked to the regional
policies pursued by Washington. By exploring critical points of regional crisis, Kylie Baxter and
Shahram Akbarzadeh elaborate on the links between US policy and popular distrust of the United
States. The book also examines the interconnected nature of events in this geo-strategically vital
region. Accessible and easy to follow, it is designed to provide a clear and concise overview of
complex historical and political material. Key features include: maps illustrating key events and
areas of discontent text boxes on topics of interest related to the Arab/Israeli Wars, Iranian politics,
foreign interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq, the wars of the Persian Gulf, September 11 and the
rise of Islamist movements further reading lists and a selection of suggested study questions at the
end of each chapter.

map of the middle east political: Africa Air University (U.S.). Library, 1993

map of the middle east political: A Comparative Historical and Typological Approach to the
Middle Eastern State System Lars Mjgset, Nils Butenschgn, Kristian Berg Harpviken, 2024-04-19
Showcasing the legacy of Norwegian political scientist and sociologist Stein Rokkan, this volume
ushers in a new vision in the field of state formation and nation building.

map of the middle east political: Middle Eastern Leaders and Islam Sonia Alianak, 2007
This book breaks down and elucidates the relationships between the several leaders of an
increasingly religious Middle East. Considering Islamic religious figures as well as the political
leaders of Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Syria, and Egypt, it explains how, in times of crisis, these
leaders counter the influences of moderate and extremist Islamists with Islam itself. Each uses an
interpretation of the religion to effect equilibrium amongst their people, thus generating relative
stability for their rule. As a result, many leaders have enjoyed remarkable longevity of power, and
some have managed to obtain legitimate political ends. This book goes beyond state- and
society-centered theories to focus on the dynamic interactions between the rulers and the ruled,
shedding new light on how international crises create domestic crises, and suggesting new solutions
to the Middle East's international problems.

map of the middle east political: Iran and The West Cyrus Ghani, 2013-09-05 First
Published in 1987, this volume offers a bibliography of biographies, autobiographies and books on
contemporary politics by prominent 20th century figures on the topic of Iran.

map of the middle east political: The Political Economy of Regional Cooperation in the Middle
East Ali Carkoglu, Mine Eder, Kemal Kirisci, 2005-07-08 This book shows that co-operation between
the more open regimes in the Middle East, such as Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Palestine and Turkey, could
pave the way to increased stability in the region.
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