
history of voodoo dolls
History of Voodoo Dolls: Unraveling the Myths and Origins

history of voodoo dolls is a fascinating journey into a world often misunderstood and
sensationalized. When most people hear the term "voodoo dolls," images of pins stuck into tiny
effigies come to mind—symbols of curses, revenge, or dark magic. However, the reality is far richer
and more nuanced. The voodoo doll, as a cultural and spiritual artifact, has roots that stretch across
continents and centuries, revealing a complex intersection of religion, tradition, and human
psychology.

The Origins of Voodoo Dolls

To understand the history of voodoo dolls, it’s crucial to first explore the origins of voodoo itself.
Voodoo, or Vodou, is a syncretic religion that blends elements from West African spiritual practices,
Roman Catholicism, and indigenous Caribbean beliefs. It primarily developed among enslaved
Africans in Haiti during the 18th century, who preserved their ancestral beliefs while adapting to the
harsh realities of colonial rule.

West African Spiritual Roots

The concept of using figurines or symbolic representations to influence spiritual forces originates
from West African traditions. African spiritual systems often employed objects like dolls or figurines
to communicate with spirits, ancestors, or deities. These objects were not inherently malevolent but
served as conduits for healing, protection, and guidance.

In many West African cultures, such as the Yoruba and Fon peoples, spiritual practitioners created
effigies to represent spirits or to channel energies. These figures could be used in rituals to invoke
blessings or to seek assistance in personal or communal matters.

Transformation in the Caribbean

As enslaved Africans were brought to the Caribbean, particularly Haiti, their spiritual practices were
forced underground but not erased. In the face of oppression, these beliefs adapted and merged with
Catholic iconography and rituals. The resulting Vodou religion integrated saints with African spirits
(lwa), creating a unique spiritual system where the use of symbolic objects, including dolls, played a
role.

The so-called "voodoo doll" as popularly known today emerged from this syncretism but was not
originally intended for harmful magic. Rather, these dolls could serve as tools for healing and
protection, representing individuals in rituals to focus spiritual energy.



Voodoo Dolls in Popular Culture vs. Reality

One of the biggest misconceptions about the history of voodoo dolls is their association with curses
and black magic. Hollywood and sensationalist media have long portrayed voodoo dolls as
instruments of revenge, where a pin stuck in the doll causes pain or misfortune to the person it
represents. This portrayal, however, is largely a distortion.

Misunderstandings and Stereotypes

The image of the voodoo doll wielded for harm is more a product of Western imagination than
traditional Vodou practice. These stereotypes emerged during colonial times when African religions
were demonized to justify oppression. The doll became a symbol of fear and otherness rather than
an accurate representation of the religion’s practices.

It’s important to recognize that in Haitian Vodou, dolls or effigies are part of a broader spiritual
toolkit, and their use is governed by ethical and religious principles. Practitioners seek balance,
healing, and communication with spirits, not malevolence.

The Healing and Protective Role

In traditional Vodou ceremonies, dolls may be used for positive purposes such as:

Healing rituals: Representing a person to channel healing energies from the spirits.

Protection: Serving as talismans to ward off negative forces.

Spiritual communication: Acting as focal points during prayers or offerings to specific lwa.

Understanding this context shifts the narrative from fear to respect and appreciation for the
religion’s complexity.

The Materials and Symbolism Behind Voodoo Dolls

The construction of voodoo dolls also reflects the rich symbolism embedded in their use.
Traditionally, these dolls are handcrafted using natural materials readily available in the
environment, each element chosen for its spiritual significance.

Traditional Components



Common materials include:

Cloth or fabric: Often scraps of clothing belonging to the person represented, believed to
strengthen the connection.

Thread and yarn: Used to bind the doll, symbolizing the ties between the physical and
spiritual worlds.

Herbs and oils: Incorporated to invoke specific spirits or to enhance the doll’s purpose,
whether healing or protection.

Personal items: Such as hair, nails, or photographs, to personalize the doll.

These materials are not randomly selected; each carries meaning, and the doll’s crafting is a
deliberate spiritual act.

Symbolic Colors and Features

Colors play a vital role in Vodou symbolism. For example:

Red: Often associated with energy and passion, sometimes linked to the spirit Ogun.

White: Symbolizes purity and protection, connected to spirits like Papa Legba.

Black: May represent mystery or the unknown, used cautiously depending on the ritual’s
intent.

The placement of pins, if used, is done with intention, often as a way to focus energy rather than to
cause harm.

The Evolution and Spread of Voodoo Dolls

The history of voodoo dolls is also a story of cultural migration and adaptation. From their African
and Caribbean origins, these figures have traveled across the world, sometimes misunderstood but
increasingly appreciated in their authentic contexts.

Introduction to the United States and Beyond

Vodou practices, including the use of dolls, made their way to the United States, especially New
Orleans, where Haitian and African American communities blended traditions. Here, the dolls



became part of the city’s rich cultural tapestry but also entered popular imagination through voodoo
tourism and pop culture.

Modern Interpretations and Uses

Today, voodoo dolls appear in various forms—from genuine ritual objects crafted by practitioners to
decorative or novelty items sold in tourist shops. The challenge lies in distinguishing respectful
cultural practice from commercial exploitation.

Increasingly, scholars and practitioners seek to educate the public about the true history and
meaning behind voodoo dolls. This effort helps combat stereotypes and honors the religion’s depth.

Insights into Respectful Engagement with Voodoo
Traditions

If you’re curious about voodoo dolls or Vodou practices, approaching the subject with respect is
essential. Here are some tips to keep in mind:

Learn from authentic sources: Seek information from practitioners, scholars, and reputable
books rather than relying on movies or sensational media.

Understand context: Recognize that these dolls are part of a living religion with deep
cultural significance.

Avoid stereotypes: Resist the urge to equate voodoo dolls solely with curses or evil magic.

Appreciate diversity: Remember that Vodou varies by region and community, so practices
and meanings can differ.

By approaching voodoo dolls with curiosity and respect, one can gain a richer appreciation of their
history and role in human spirituality.

Exploring the history of voodoo dolls reveals a tapestry woven with resilience, adaptation, and
profound spiritual meaning. Far from the caricatures often seen in popular culture, these dolls
symbolize a human desire to connect, protect, and heal—a testament to the enduring power of faith
across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the origin of voodoo dolls?
Voodoo dolls originated from African spiritual practices, particularly from the Fon and Yoruba
peoples, and were brought to the Americas through the transatlantic slave trade.

Are voodoo dolls originally used for harmful purposes?
No, traditionally voodoo dolls were used for healing, protection, and communication with spirits,
rather than for causing harm.

How did voodoo dolls become associated with Haitian Vodou?
Voodoo dolls became linked to Haitian Vodou as African spiritual practices blended with Catholicism
and indigenous beliefs in Haiti during the colonial period.

When did voodoo dolls gain popularity in Western culture?
Voodoo dolls gained popularity in Western culture during the 20th century, particularly through
sensationalized media and Hollywood movies portraying them as tools of curses and magic.

What materials were traditionally used to make voodoo dolls?
Traditionally, voodoo dolls were made from natural materials such as cloth, herbs, sticks, and
personal items to connect with the person they represented.

Do voodoo dolls have a role in modern Vodou religious
practices?
Yes, voodoo dolls still hold spiritual significance in modern Vodou, used in rituals for healing,
guidance, and protection rather than malevolent magic.

How has the portrayal of voodoo dolls in popular culture
affected public perception?
Popular culture often misrepresents voodoo dolls as evil or sinister objects, which has led to
widespread misconceptions and stigmatization of Vodou and its practitioners.

Additional Resources
History of Voodoo Dolls: Unveiling the Origins and Cultural Context

history of voodoo dolls is a subject that intertwines folklore, spirituality, and popular
misconceptions. Often portrayed in media as sinister objects used for curses or malevolent magic,
voodoo dolls have a far more complex and nuanced past rooted in African religious traditions and
the syncretism that emerged in the Americas. Understanding the history of voodoo dolls requires a
careful examination of their cultural origins, evolution, and the ways in which their symbolism has
been transformed and sometimes distorted over time.



Tracing the Origins: African Roots of Voodoo Dolls

The concept of effigies or dolls used in spiritual practices is not unique to any one culture, but the
history of voodoo dolls specifically is closely linked to the religious systems of West and Central
Africa. Before the transatlantic slave trade, various African cultures practiced forms of spirituality
that involved creating figures or representations to focus spiritual energy, communicate with
ancestors, or protect individuals and communities.

In particular, the Fon and Ewe peoples of what is now Benin and Togo practiced Vodun, a religion
that venerates spirits known as "Loa" or "Lwa." These spirits serve as intermediaries between the
human world and the divine, and ritual objects, including dolls or statues, were sometimes used to
invoke their presence or assistance. However, these figures were not necessarily the “voodoo dolls”
popularized in Western imagination as tools for harm, but rather sacred objects imbued with
protective and healing purposes.

Syncretism and the Birth of Haitian Vodou

The history of voodoo dolls took a significant turn with the forced migration of Africans to the
Caribbean during the 17th and 18th centuries. In Haiti, enslaved Africans from diverse ethnic
backgrounds blended their religious traditions with elements of Catholicism imposed by their
colonizers, giving rise to Haitian Vodou.

In Haitian Vodou, dolls—sometimes called “pwen” or “pwen lwa”—serve as physical representations
of spirits and are used in rituals to communicate intentions, seek guidance, or channel healing
energy. These dolls are often crafted with specific symbols, colors, and materials that correspond to
particular spirits or purposes. Importantly, the use of dolls in Haitian Vodou is primarily spiritual
and symbolic rather than a method of cursing or harm.

Voodoo Dolls in Popular Culture: Myths and
Misconceptions

The widespread Western fascination with voodoo dolls can largely be traced to sensationalized
accounts and media portrayals, particularly from the 19th century onward. Hollywood films,
literature, and popular folklore have frequently depicted voodoo dolls as instruments of black magic,
used to inflict pain by sticking pins into the doll’s body. This imagery has helped perpetuate a
skewed understanding of the history of voodoo dolls and the religions with which they are
associated.

This portrayal contrasts sharply with the authentic spiritual practice where dolls are tools of
connection and healing. The misconception often ignores the cultural significance and the ethical
frameworks that guide practitioners of Vodou and related traditions. Moreover, the stereotype
contributes to the stigmatization of Afro-Caribbean religions, which are often misunderstood and
marginalized.



Comparative Perspectives: Voodoo Dolls and Other Magical
Effigies

Effigies or dolls used in magical or spiritual contexts are found worldwide, and comparing voodoo
dolls with similar objects can shed light on their diverse meanings:

Poppets in European folk magic: These dolls are used in sympathetic magic to represent
individuals for healing or cursing, sometimes similar in appearance to the voodoo doll
stereotype, but rooted in European pagan traditions.

Fetishes in African traditional religions: Objects believed to hold spiritual power, often
crafted to protect or empower the owner.

Tibetan torma dolls: Used in Buddhist rituals as offerings or symbolic representations of
deities or spirits.

These comparisons highlight that the use of dolls or effigies as conduits for spiritual interaction is a
widespread human practice, but the cultural context defines their meaning and ethical use.

The Role and Relevance of Voodoo Dolls Today

In contemporary spiritual practices, voodoo dolls continue to hold significance for many Vodou
practitioners, especially in Haiti and parts of the African diaspora. They serve as tangible links to
spiritual entities and as focal points for prayer, healing, and protection. Artisans craft these dolls
with care, incorporating traditional materials such as cloth, beads, feathers, and herbs, each chosen
for their symbolic power.

At the same time, voodoo dolls have been commodified and commercialized in some contexts, sold as
souvenirs or “magical” objects in tourist markets. This commercialization often strips the dolls of
their sacred meaning, reducing them to curiosities or props for entertainment. Such trends raise
important questions about cultural appropriation and the preservation of indigenous religious
practices.

Pros and Cons of Popular Perceptions

Pros: Popular culture’s fascination with voodoo dolls can generate interest in Afro-Caribbean
religions and encourage deeper exploration of their history and practices.

Cons: Misrepresentations can perpetuate stereotypes, foster fear and misunderstanding, and
contribute to the marginalization of practitioners.



Understanding the true history of voodoo dolls is crucial in fostering respect and appreciation for
the rich cultural traditions from which they originate.

The history of voodoo dolls is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of cultural practices
amid displacement and adversity. Far from the simplified and often sensationalized images common
in popular media, voodoo dolls are complex spiritual tools that embody the beliefs, struggles, and
creativity of the communities that use them. Recognizing this complexity allows for a more informed
and respectful engagement with a tradition that continues to thrive and evolve today.

History Of Voodoo Dolls

  history of voodoo dolls: Voodoo Dolls Marie Duvalier, 2023-02-26 Are you curious about the
mysterious world of Voodoo dolls? Look no further than Voodoo Dolls: The Power of Magic and
Rituals. In this comprehensive guide, you'll discover the secrets of creating and using Voodoo dolls
for spells, blessings, and manifestations. With step-by-step instructions, you'll learn how to make
your own authentic Voodoo doll and infuse it with your intentions for love, prosperity, protection,
and more. You'll also discover the history and mythology behind Voodoo dolls, and how they can be
used as a powerful tool for self-discovery and personal growth. Whether you're a seasoned
practitioner or just starting out, this book is perfect for anyone interested in the ancient art of
Voodoo dolls. Some key bullet points include: Learn the history and mythology behind Voodoo dolls
Discover how to create your own authentic Voodoo doll Infuse your doll with intentions for love,
prosperity, protection, and more Explore the power of Voodoo dolls for self-discovery and personal
growth Use Voodoo dolls for spells, blessings, and manifestations. Don't miss out on the opportunity
to unlock the magic and mystery of Voodoo dolls. Order Voodoo Dolls: The Power of Magic and
Rituals today!
  history of voodoo dolls: A Cursed Collection of Haunted Dolls Fiona Dodwell, 2025-09-08
Silent Stares and Malevolent Whispers from Possessed Dolls Robert. Annabelle. Peggy. The very
names of these dolls can strike fear into your heart. Fiona Dodwell, who has been gripped by the
idea of spirit-possessed dolls for years, dives into real world and fictional examples of toys gone
bad—playthings meant to comfort children but instead make life a living hell. Fiona presents a
comprehensive collection of true-life cases of haunted dolls, including lesser-known ones such as
Mandy and Okiku. She also explores the killer dolls that have inspired endless horror movies and
books. To chill your spine even further, Fiona shares interviews with Child's Play writer and director
Don Mancini, actress Jennifer Tilly, Patti Negri of Ghost Adventures, Jayne Harris of Help! My House
Is Haunted, and many, many more. Creepy, addictive, and meticulously researched, this book takes
paranormal enthusiasts on a thrilling journey into the dark and fascinating world of haunted dolls.
Includes a foreword by Fred Batt, demonologist on the TV show Most Haunted
  history of voodoo dolls: New Orleans Voodoo: A Cultural History Rory O'Neill Schmitt,
PhD, and Rosary Hartel O'Neill, PhD , 2019 There is no more compelling nor more spiritual city than
New Orleans. The city's Roman Catholic roots and its blended French, Spanish, Creole and American
Indian populations heavily influenced the rites and rituals that West Africans brought to Louisiana as
enslaved laborers. The resulting unique Voodoo tradition is now deeply rooted in the area. Enslaved
practitioners in the nineteenth century held Voodoo dances in designated public areas like Congo
Square but conducted their secret rituals away from the prying eyes of the city. By 1874, some
twelve thousand New Orleanians attended Voodoo queen Marie Laveau's St. John's Eve rites on the
shores of Lake Pontchartrain. The Voodoo tradition continues in the Crescent City even today. Rory
Schmitt and Rosary O'Neill study the altars, art, history and ceremonies that anchor Voodoo in New
Orleans culture.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-143/history-of-voodoo-dolls.pdf


  history of voodoo dolls: The Voodoo Doll Spellbook Alvarado, Denise, 2014-06-01 Presents
doll spells drawn from New Orleans Voodoo and hoodoo traditions as well as those from ancient
Greece, Egypt, Malaysia, Japan, and Africa, intended to produce fast-acting, long-lasting magic.
  history of voodoo dolls: Do You Do Voodoo? Shannon R. Turlington, 1999 By investigating
how stories about zombies and voodoo dolls began, Turlington dispels the myth popularized by
movies and books that Voodoo is the secret practice of mysterious sinister island magic and instead
reveals that it is a legitimate religion which is very much alive today. 4 photos. 6 illustrations.
  history of voodoo dolls: A History of Magic, Witchcraft, and the Occult DK, 2020-08-18 See the
history of witchcraft, magic and superstition come to life with this spectacular supernatural book!
From alchemy and modern Wicca to paganism and shamanism, this enchanting book takes you on a
mystical journey that will leave you spellbound. This is the perfect introduction to magic and the
occult! This reference book about magic is packed with: - Informative, engaging and accessible text
and lavish illustrations - Special features on aspects of magic, such as oracle bones of ancient China,
the Knights Templar and magic at the movies, and plants and potions like mandrake and belladonna
examine topics in great detail - Quick-fact panels that explore magic origins, key figures, key deities,
use in spells, structures of religions and more This indispensable witchcraft book explores the
common human fascination with spells, superstition and the supernatural. It provides you with a
balanced and unbiased account of everything from Japanese folklore and Indian witchcraft to the
differences between black and white magic and dispelling myths such as those surrounding the
voodoo doll and Ouija. Expect the unexpected with A History Of Magic, Witchcraft and the Occult. It
will open your eyes to other worlds. Discover forms of divination from astrology and palmistry to the
Tarot and runestones. Explore the presence of witchcraft in literature from Shakespeare's Macbeth
to the Harry Potter series, and the ways in which magic has interacted with religion. Whether you're
a believer or a skeptic, this richly illustrated history book provides a fresh approach to the extensive
and complex story of witchcraft, magic and the occult.
  history of voodoo dolls: The History & Use of Amulets, Charms and Talismans Gary R. Varner,
2008-01-27 Amulets and charms have been used since mankind evolved from its distant origins
millions of years ago. They have been used to protect and to harm, and in both the practice and
avoidance of witchcraft and sorcery. They are made of wood and stone, clay, metal, plants and dead
animals. They are carved into crude shapes and in the most exquisite forms. They may also be
composed entirely of words, which are believed to have great power and magical properties. Used
by pagans, Christians, Jews and followers of every faith and tradition known across the world, they
are considered direct links to the gods and local spirits. All are links to the supernatural. Regardless
if they are called amulets, charms or talismans, these objects are credited with providing cures,
causing evil, and bringing health and prosperity. This book, using ethnographic studies, ancient
records and folklore, will explore the history and use of amulets and will show that they continue to
be an important part of our modern culture.
  history of voodoo dolls: Greece Before History Curtis Neil Runnels, Priscilla Murray, 2001
Presents a guide to the people and monuments of ancient Greece.
  history of voodoo dolls: The Voodoo Doll Spellbook Denise Alvarado, 2014-06-01 The Pin Is
Mightier Than the Sword “Denise Alvarado is a true hoodoo mamba home girl who burned hi-octane
conjure in New Orleans where she grew up, and on visits to relatives in the Mississippi bayous,
where she was formally introduced to the Voodoo/hoodoo path. Called by the spirits and taught
conjuration by family members, she was working the goofer from five years old. That’s some serious
heat. Denise is no pretender. She’s for real. She fixes the formulas, raises the spirits, calculates the
mathematics, and works wonders at the old dirt track crossroads.” -Doktor Snake, author of Doktor
Snake’s Voodoo Spellbook When it comes to Voodoo, few things are more iconic than the Voodoo
doll. Known also as conjure dolls, doll babies, dollies, baby dolls, poppets, fetich, fetish, and effigies,
they are servants of fast-acting, long-lasting magic. If you are seeking a new job or new friends, need
to find your one true love or keep your lover at home, wish to be rid of your enemies or protect
yourself from thievery, in these pages you will find the doll and the spell to do just that and more.



Drawing not only on New Orleans Voodoo and hoodoo traditions, Alvarado also presents doll
spellwork from ancient Greece, Egypt, Malaysia, Japan, Africa, and the European grimoires of old
magic. You’ll learn how to make, use, and properly dispose of your Voodoo doll. Be warned: this is
some of the most effective magic that exists so be ready to reap what you are about to sow, or in this
case, sew!
  history of voodoo dolls: Voodoo Hoodoo Spellbook Denise Alvarado, 2025-09-12 Voodoo
Hoodoo is the unique variety of Creole Voodoo found in New Orleans. The Voodoo Hoodoo Spellbook
is a rich compendium of more than 300 authentic Voodoo and Hoodoo recipes, rituals, and spells for
love, justice, gambling luck, prosperity, health, and success.Cultural psychologist and root worker
Denise Alvarado, who grew up in New Orleans, draws from a lifetime of recipes and spells learned
from family, friends, and local practitioners. She traces the history of the African-based folk magic
brought by slaves to New Orleans, and shows how it evolved over time to include influences from
Native American spirituality, Catholicism, and Pentecostalism. She shares her research into folklore
collections and 19th- and 20th- century formularies along with her own magical arts.The Voodoo
Hoodoo Spellbook includes more than 100 spells for Banishing, Binding, Fertility, Luck, Protection,
Money, and more. Alvarado introduces readers to the Pantheon of Voodoo Spirits, the Seven African
Powers, important Loas, Prayers, Novenas, and Psalms, and much, much more, including:Oils and
Potions: Attraction Love Oil, Dream Potion, Gambler's Luck Oil, Blessing OilHoodoo Powders and
Gris Gris: Algier's Fast Luck Powder, Controlling Powder, Money Drawing PowderTalismans and
Candle MagicCurses and Hexes
  history of voodoo dolls: Alternative Healing in American History Michael Shally-Jensen,
2019-07-19 This book examines alternative healing practices in American popular culture. From
traditional folk approaches to more recent developments, it discusses the rise and fall of more than
100 popular approaches to addressing both physical ailments and mental health needs. Offering
insightful accounts of everything from aging prevention to voodoo & Santería, Alternative Healing in
American History: An Encyclopedia from Acupuncture to Yoga situates each popular approach in the
history and culture of health and wellness in America. Moreover, the book shows that orthodox
medicine and unconventional approaches may have more in common than many people think,
because both are subject to the changing nature of the medical understanding and the strength of
their appeal to consumers. While the main focus is on remedies lying outside the medical
mainstream, the book also highlights how many widely accepted therapeutic treatments of the
past—for example, the water cure (hydrotherapy) or lobotomy (psychosurgery)—fell out of favor and
were quickly forgotten. Besides examining popular healing techniques, the book also explores the
changing nature of the medical marketplace and how once-standard treatments (e.g., leeching,
psychoanalysis) have had their ups and downs. The book comprises five chronological sections
covering time periods from pre-1900 to the present.
  history of voodoo dolls: The Cambridge History of Magic and Witchcraft in the West David J.
Collins, S. J., 2015-03-02 This book presents twenty chapters by experts in their fields, providing a
thorough and interdisciplinary overview of the theory and practice of magic in the West. Its
chronological scope extends from the Ancient Near East to twenty-first-century North America; its
objects of analysis range from Persian curse tablets to US neo-paganism. For comparative purposes,
the volume includes chapters on developments in the Jewish and Muslim worlds, evaluated not
simply for what they contributed at various points to European notions of magic, but also as models
of alternative development in ancient Mediterranean legacy. Similarly, the volume highlights the
transformative and challenging encounters of Europeans with non-Europeans, regarding the
practice of magic in both early modern colonization and more recent decolonization.
  history of voodoo dolls: A Short History of Jazz Bob Yurochko, 2001
  history of voodoo dolls: The Voodoo Encyclopedia Jeffrey E. Anderson, 2015-08-26 This
compelling reference work introduces the religions of Voodoo, a onetime faith of the Mississippi
River Valley, and Vodou, a Haitian faith with millions of adherents today. Unlike its fictional
depiction in zombie films and popular culture, Voodoo is a full-fledged religion with a pantheon of



deities, a priesthood, and communities of believers. Drawing from the expertise of contemporary
practitioners, this encyclopedia presents the history, culture, and religion of Haitian Vodou and
Mississippi Valley Voodoo. Though based primarily in these two regions, the reference looks at
Voodoo across several cultures and delves into related religions, including African Vodu, African
Diasporic Religions, and magical practices like hoodoo. Through roughly 150 alphabetical entries,
the work describes various aspects of Voodoo in Louisiana and Haiti, covering topics such as
important places, traditions, rituals, and items used in ceremonies. Contributions from scholars in
the field provide a comprehensive overview of the subject from various perspectives and address the
deities and ceremonial acts. The book features an extensive collection of primary sources and a
selected, general bibliography of print and electronic resources.
  history of voodoo dolls: The History of Evil in Antiquity Tom Angier, Chad Meister, Charles
Taliaferro, 2018-06-14 This first volume of The History of Evil covers Graeco-Roman, Indian, Near
Eastern, and Eastern philosophy and religion from 2000 BCE to 450 CE. This book charts the
foundations of the history of evil among the major philosophical traditions and world religions,
beginning with the oldest recorded traditions: the Vedas and Upaniṣads, Confucianism and Daoism,
and Buddhism, and continuing through Graeco-Roman and Judaeo-Christian schools of thought. This
cutting-edge treatment of the history of evil at its crucial and determinative inception will appeal to
those with particular interests in the ancient period and early theories and ideas of evil and good, as
well as those seeking an understanding of how later philosophical and religious developments were
conditioned and shaped.
  history of voodoo dolls: The Fortney Encyclical Black History Albert Fortney Jr., 2016-01-15
The Encyclical Black History has been created for the critical and lack of vital Afro-Centric
Multi-Curriculum text in urban school systems and is a necessity for African Americans. This book
was created with careful and serious attention to biographical names that identifies history, culture
as well as biblical characters. The reason why of this encyclical history can be explained with the
facts and proof/evidence of the following. The point that has socio-psychological implications at the
unconscious as well as the conscious level is the great little white racist lie, seen long enough,
becomes the truth; like, portraying a white Jesus Christ who was a black man. Dr. Alvin Poussaint, a
Black psychiatrist associated with Harvard University and others have observed and explained the
most tragic part of all of this is that the African American has come to form his self image and
self-concept on the basis of what white racists have laid down as a guide or prescribed. Therefore,
black men and women learn quickly to hate themselves and each other more than their white
oppressor. There is almost infinite evidence that racism has left almost irreparable scars on the
psyche of Afro-Americans that burden with an unrelenting, painful anxiety that drives the psyche to
reach out for a sense of identity and self-esteem. Poussaint and others say that black children,
especially learn to hate themselves at very early ages. Studies reveal their preference for white dolls
over black ones. One study reported that black children in their drawings tend to show blacks as
small, incomplete people and whites as strong and powerful. To conclude, in western color
symbolism white is positive and black negative. Many people might ask why the contributions of
Africa should be included in American curriculum? Is because they bleach and still rob black history
and culture with black pictured as white that lie, leaves us mentally-dead, angry, and without
purpose, of where we are going! Human culture is the product of all humanity, not the possession of
a single racial or ethnic group. Afro-centric Multicultural educations major aim is to close the gap
between Western ideals of equality, justice and practices that contradict these ideas. Stereotype
people of color and people who are poor have just about no opportunities to become free of
perspectives that are monoculture, that devalue African culture victimize them mostly having an
inability to fully, function effectively in society. Many of these problems could be miraculously
remedied with astonishing results if explained of black scientific achievements, which occurred in
black Africa. There are also white African Americans living in the U.S.A. besides black African
Americans, should make the distinction. Carl Sandburg (1979) related a dialogue between a white
American and an American Indian which illustrates the need for multicultural education: The white



man drew a small circle in the sand and told the red man, This is what the Indian knows, and
drawing a big circle around the small one, this is what is what the white man knows. The Indian then
took the stick and swept an immensely big ring around both circles and said, this is where the white
man and the red man knows nothing.
  history of voodoo dolls: The Billionaire Pete Damianakis, 2021-04-06 WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN MOTHER NATURE ASKS YOU TO TIE THE ROPE THAT HUMANITY IS HANGING ITSELF
ON? A man with skills from an older time is needed now, in a broken digital world. His life is filled
with nostalgia. His possessions are old. He is the curator of ‘old’ things that he collects and when
they break, he fixes them. He is not connected to the world wide web. The only phone he uses is a
1966 red payphone. To operate, insert a ten-cent coin or shilling. He is an analogue man in a digital
world. The winds of change are in the air. Something odd has happened to his universe. There is a
new collection for Xavier to curate. He is about to save a life. In fact, one billion.
  history of voodoo dolls: Vodoo Hans Peter Oswald, 2008 Der Vodoo zieht Ethnologen,
Theologen und Esoteriker gleichermassen in seinen Bann
  history of voodoo dolls: Hoodoo, Voodoo, and Conjure Jeffrey E. Anderson, 2008-10-30
Hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure are part of a mysterious world of African American spirituality that has
long captured the popular imagination. These magical beliefs and practices have figured in literary
works by such authors as Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, and Ishmael Reed, and they have been
central to numerous films, such as The Skeleton Key. Written for students and general readers, this
book is a convenient introduction to hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure. The volume begins by defining
and classifying elements of these spiritual traditions. It then provides a wide range of examples and
texts, which illustrate the richness of these beliefs and practices. It also examines the scholarly
response to hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure, and it explores the presence of hoodoo, voodoo, and
conjure in popular culture. The volume closes with a glossary and bibliography. Students in social
studies classes will use this book to learn more about African American magical beliefs, while
literature students will enjoy its exploration of primary sources and literary works.
  history of voodoo dolls: Documentary as Exorcism Robert Beckford, 2014-01-16 Documentary
as Exorcism is an interdisciplinary study that builds upon the insights of postcolonial studies, critical
race theory, theological and religious studies and media and film studies to showcase the role of
documentary film as a system of signifying capable of registering complex theological ideas while
pursuing the authentic aims of documentary filmmaking. Robert Beckford marries the concepts of
'theology as visual practice' and 'theology as political engagement' to develop a new mode of
documentary filmmaking that embeds emancipation from oppression in its aesthetic. In various
documentaries made for Channel 4 and the BBC, Beckford narrates the complicit relationship of
Christianity with European expansion, slavery, and colonialism as a historic manifestation of evil. In
light of the cannibalistic practices of colonialism that devoured black life, and the church's role in
the subjugation and theological legitimation of black bodies, Beckford characterises this form of
historic Christian faith as 'colonial Christianity' and its malevolent or 'occult' practices as a form of
'bewitchment' that must be 'exorcised'. He identifies and exorcises the evil practices of colonialism
and their present impact upon African Caribbean Christian communities in Britain in films such as
Britain's Slave Trade and Empire Pays Back through a deliberate process of encoding/decoding. The
emancipatory impact of this form of documentary filmmaking is demonstrated by its ability to bring
issues such as reparations to the public square for debate, and its capacity to change a corporation's
trade policies for the good of Africans.
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