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history of public administration in the united states is a fascinating
journey that mirrors the growth and transformation of the nation itself. From
its early colonial days through the modern era, the evolution of public
administration has shaped how government functions and serves its citizens.
Understanding this history not only offers insights into administrative
practices but also reveals the social, political, and economic forces that
influenced public service structures over time.

Early Beginnings: Colonial Administration and
Foundations

The roots of public administration in the United States trace back to the
colonial period when the thirteen colonies operated under British rule.
During this time, governance was relatively simple and locally focused, with
town meetings and colonial assemblies managing day-to-day affairs. Public
administration was less formalized and largely based on community
participation and informal leadership structures.

One critical aspect of administration during this era was the reliance on
patronage and personal relationships. Positions in local government were
often filled based on connections rather than merit, a practice that would
later spark reform movements. The colonial governments laid the groundwork
for decentralized administration, which influenced how the federal government
would be structured after independence.

The Formation of Federal Public Administration

With the ratification of the United States Constitution in 1789, a more
formal federal government was established, creating the need for a more
structured public administration system. The early federal government was
small, with limited responsibilities compared to modern standards. Key
departments such as the Treasury, State, and War were created to manage
essential functions.

During this period, public administration was heavily influenced by political
patronage, also known as the "spoils system." This practice meant that
government jobs were awarded as political rewards, leading to inefficiency
and corruption. Despite this, the early federal bureaucracy began to take
shape, and basic principles of governance, such as separation of powers and
checks and balances, guided its operation.

The Civil Service Reform Movement: Towards



Professionalization

One of the most significant chapters in the history of public administration
in the United States was the Civil Service Reform Movement in the late 19th
century. The assassination of President James A. Garfield in 1881 by a
disgruntled office-seeker exposed the dangers of the spoils system and
galvanized public demand for reform.

In response, the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883 was passed,
marking a watershed moment. This legislation established that government jobs
should be awarded based on merit rather than political loyalty, introducing
competitive examinations and protections for civil servants. The act laid the
foundation for a professional public service, emphasizing efficiency,
competence, and neutrality.

Impact of the Pendleton Act

- Reduced corruption by limiting political patronage
- Created the United States Civil Service Commission to oversee hiring
practices
- Encouraged long-term career public servants instead of short-term political
appointees

This reform ushered in a new era where public administration was seen as a
distinct professional field, fostering the development of administrative
theories and practices.

Progressive Era and the Expansion of Government
Roles

As the United States industrialized and urbanized in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, the role of government expanded dramatically. The Progressive
Era (roughly 1890s to 1920s) was characterized by efforts to address social
problems, regulate business practices, and improve public welfare. Public
administration grew as a response to these complex challenges.

During this time, scholars like Woodrow Wilson began to articulate public
administration as a formal academic discipline. Wilson’s seminal essay, “The
Study of Administration” (1887), argued for a clear distinction between
politics and administration and advocated for efficient, science-based
management of government functions.

Key Features of Public Administration in the
Progressive Era

- Emphasis on efficiency and scientific management principles
- Creation of regulatory agencies to oversee commerce and labor
- Introduction of budgeting and accounting reforms to improve transparency

The expansion of administrative agencies and the professionalization of
government workers during this period helped establish modern bureaucratic



practices.

New Deal and the Growth of Federal Bureaucracy

The Great Depression of the 1930s brought about unprecedented challenges,
leading to a massive expansion of the federal government under President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal programs. This era transformed public
administration by greatly increasing the scope, scale, and complexity of
government operations.

The New Deal introduced numerous agencies and programs aimed at economic
recovery, social security, and public welfare. Managing this vast network
required more sophisticated administrative techniques and organizational
structures.

Administrative Innovations During the New Deal

- Development of program budgeting to allocate resources effectively
- Expansion of social services and regulatory functions
- Increased reliance on professional experts and specialists within agencies

This period also highlighted tensions between political leadership and
bureaucratic agencies, a dynamic that continues to influence public
administration today.

Post-War Era: Modernization and Accountability

After World War II, the United States experienced rapid economic growth and
global leadership responsibilities, which further shaped public
administration. The federal government took on new roles in defense,
education, infrastructure, and civil rights.

During this time, there was a push toward modernization and improving the
effectiveness of government operations. The rise of information technology,
management theories, and performance measurement tools influenced
administrative practices.

The Emergence of New Public Management

By the 1970s and 1980s, concerns about bureaucratic inefficiency and
accountability led to the development of New Public Management (NPM). This
approach emphasized:

- Decentralization of authority
- Performance measurement and results-oriented management
- Adoption of private-sector management techniques in government

NPM aimed to make public administration more responsive to citizens and
reduce waste, reflecting changing expectations about government transparency
and service quality.



Contemporary Public Administration: Challenges
and Innovations

Today, the history of public administration in the United States is a story
of continual adaptation to new challenges, including globalization,
technological change, and evolving public demands. Modern administrators must
balance efficiency with equity, innovation with accountability, and political
responsiveness with bureaucratic neutrality.

Digital governance, data analytics, and participatory decision-making are
some of the latest trends reshaping how public administration operates. At
the same time, issues such as diversity, inclusion, and sustainability have
become integral to administrative goals.

Lessons from History for Today’s Public
Administrators

- The importance of merit-based hiring and professional development
- The need for transparent and accountable governance
- Balancing administrative efficiency with democratic values
- Embracing innovation while safeguarding public trust

By understanding the history of public administration in the United States,
professionals and citizens alike can appreciate the complexity and
significance of government operations, as well as the ongoing efforts to
improve them.

The journey from informal colonial governance to a sophisticated,
professional public service reflects broader societal transformations and the
persistent quest to make government work better for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of public administration in the
United States?

The origin of public administration in the United States dates back to the
early 19th century when the need for efficient government operations became
apparent, particularly during the Jacksonian era which emphasized the spoils
system and later reforms aimed at merit-based civil service.

How did the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act impact
public administration?

The Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883 significantly impacted public
administration by establishing a merit-based system for federal employment,
reducing the influence of patronage and political favoritism in government
jobs.



Who is considered the father of public administration
in the U.S. and why?

Woodrow Wilson is considered the father of public administration in the U.S.
because of his 1887 essay 'The Study of Administration,' which argued for a
professional and efficient government bureaucracy, separating politics from
administration.

What role did the Progressive Era play in the
development of public administration?

The Progressive Era (1890s-1920s) played a crucial role by promoting reforms
that emphasized efficiency, expertise, and scientific management in
government, leading to the professionalization of public administration.

How did World War II influence public administration
practices in the United States?

World War II expanded the scope and complexity of public administration by
increasing federal government responsibilities, fostering new administrative
techniques, and emphasizing coordination and planning in public agencies.

What is the significance of the New Public
Administration movement in the 1960s and 1970s?

The New Public Administration movement emphasized social equity,
responsiveness, and ethical governance, challenging traditional bureaucratic
models and advocating for public administration to address social issues and
citizen needs.

How has technology affected the evolution of public
administration in the U.S.?

Technology has transformed public administration by enabling more efficient
data management, improving communication, facilitating e-government services,
and enhancing transparency and citizen engagement.

What is the role of the federal bureaucracy in U.S.
public administration?

The federal bureaucracy implements laws and policies, manages public
programs, and provides services to citizens, playing a central role in the
practical administration of government functions in the United States.

How do contemporary challenges shape public
administration in the United States?

Contemporary challenges such as globalization, cybersecurity, diversity, and
demands for transparency shape public administration by requiring adaptive
strategies, innovative governance models, and an emphasis on accountability
and public trust.



Additional Resources
History of Public Administration in the United States

History of public administration in the United States traces the evolution of
government management, organizational structures, and policy implementation
from the nation’s founding to the modern era. It reflects the growing
complexity of governing a diverse and expanding society, highlighting shifts
in political philosophy, administrative reforms, and the professionalization
of civil service. Understanding this historical trajectory sheds light on
contemporary challenges and innovations within the American public sector.

Early Foundations: Colonial and Revolutionary
Era

Public administration in the United States initially developed under British
colonial governance, where administrative functions were largely informal and
decentralized. Local town meetings, colonial assemblies, and appointed
governors managed public affairs with limited bureaucratic infrastructure.
The focus was primarily on enforcing colonial laws, collecting taxes, and
maintaining order.

Following independence in 1776, the newly formed United States faced the
daunting task of creating a government apparatus that balanced effective
administration with republican ideals of limited government and popular
sovereignty. The Articles of Confederation provided a weak central
government, which resulted in fragmented administrative practices. This
period underscored the tension between central authority and states’ rights—a
theme that would profoundly influence the development of public
administration.

The Constitution and Administrative Beginnings

With the ratification of the U.S. Constitution in 1789, a more structured
federal government emerged, laying the groundwork for public administration.
The Constitution established executive departments such as State, Treasury,
and War, each tasked with specific policy areas. However, the administrative
system remained rudimentary, relying heavily on patronage and political
appointments rather than professional civil service.

President George Washington’s administration set important precedents,
including the appointment of department heads and the establishment of the
Cabinet system. Despite these advancements, public administration was
characterized by limited specialization and minimal bureaucratic structure,
reflecting the early American suspicion of centralized power.

The Growth of Bureaucracy and the Patronage
System

Throughout the 19th century, the United States experienced rapid territorial
expansion, industrialization, and population growth. These changes increased



demands on government services and administration. However, public
administration was still largely informal, dominated by the “spoils system,”
where political loyalty dictated government employment.

The Spoils System and Its Impact

The spoils system, popularized by Andrew Jackson’s presidency in the 1820s
and 1830s, rewarded political supporters with government jobs. While this
approach democratized access to public office, it also fostered inefficiency,
corruption, and lack of accountability. Government agencies often suffered
from incompetence and instability as employees changed with political tides.

This era saw few attempts at formal administrative reform, and the expanding
federal government struggled to meet the needs of a growing nation
efficiently. The absence of merit-based hiring limited the professional
development of public administrators and complicated the delivery of public
services.

Early Reform Efforts

Calls for reform began to emerge in the mid-19th century, driven by public
dissatisfaction with corruption and inefficiency. The Civil War further
highlighted the need for a more capable bureaucracy, as the federal
government expanded its role in mobilization and reconstruction.

One early attempt to curb patronage was the Pendleton Civil Service Reform
Act of 1883, which established a merit-based system for certain federal jobs
through competitive exams. Although initially limited in scope, the Pendleton
Act marked a critical turning point toward professionalization and the
gradual erosion of the spoils system.

The Progressive Era and the Rise of Scientific
Management

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw the emergence of the Progressive
Era, a period marked by widespread social and political reform aimed at
addressing corruption, inefficiency, and social inequities. This era had a
profound impact on the history of public administration in the United States.

Scientific Management and Administrative Efficiency

One of the defining features of this era was the adoption of scientific
management principles, popularized by Frederick W. Taylor. The movement
emphasized systematic study, efficiency, and the application of business
management techniques to public administration. Progressives advocated for a
professionalized civil service, standardized procedures, and clear
organizational hierarchies.

Reformers sought to separate politics from administration, a concept famously
articulated by Woodrow Wilson in his seminal 1887 essay "The Study of



Administration." Wilson argued that public administration should be treated
as a distinct field of study and practice, emphasizing expertise and
neutrality.

Institutional Developments

The Progressive Era saw the establishment of institutions to support
administrative reform and research. Universities began offering courses in
public administration, and organizations like the American Society for Public
Administration were founded to promote professional standards.

At the federal level, agencies such as the Interstate Commerce Commission
expanded regulatory functions, requiring increasingly sophisticated
administrative capabilities. The growth of government responsibilities during
this period laid the foundation for the modern bureaucratic state.

New Deal Expansion and Administrative
Challenges

The Great Depression of the 1930s catalyzed an unprecedented expansion of the
federal government’s role in economic and social life. The New Deal programs
under President Franklin D. Roosevelt dramatically increased the size and
scope of public administration.

Administrative Innovation and Complexity

The New Deal era introduced a variety of new agencies and regulatory bodies
designed to stabilize the economy, provide social welfare, and promote public
works. This expansion required innovative administrative structures to manage
complex programs such as Social Security, unemployment insurance, and
agricultural subsidies.

While the increased government intervention helped alleviate economic
hardship, it also created challenges related to coordination, accountability,
and bureaucratic growth. The proliferation of agencies raised concerns about
overlapping jurisdictions and inefficiencies.

The Postwar Era and Professionalization

Following World War II, the federal government continued to expand,
especially in areas such as defense, health, and education. The history of
public administration in the United States during this period is
characterized by further professionalization, the introduction of management
science techniques, and the rise of policy analysis.

The establishment of the Bureau of the Budget (now the Office of Management
and Budget) and the General Accounting Office (now Government Accountability
Office) enhanced fiscal oversight and administrative control. Public
administration increasingly relied on data-driven decision-making and
performance measurement.



Modern Challenges and Reforms

In the latter half of the 20th century and into the 21st century, public
administration in the United States has faced evolving challenges related to
globalization, technology, and citizen engagement.

Government Reorganization and New Public Management

The 1970s and 1980s saw efforts to streamline government operations through
reorganization and the adoption of New Public Management (NPM) principles.
NPM emphasized efficiency, customer service, decentralization, and the use of
private-sector management practices within the public sector.

Agencies experimented with performance budgeting, contracting out services,
and increasing managerial autonomy. While these reforms aimed to enhance
responsiveness and reduce bureaucracy, critics argued that they sometimes
undermined public accountability and equity.

Digital Transformation and Public Participation

The rise of information technology has transformed public administration by
enabling e-government services, data transparency, and enhanced communication
between government and citizens. Digital tools have facilitated more
efficient service delivery but also introduced concerns about cybersecurity
and digital divides.

Moreover, there has been a growing emphasis on participatory governance,
where citizens are engaged in policy development and decision-making. This
shift reflects broader trends toward democratization and responsiveness
within public administration.

Contemporary Issues

Current public administration in the United States grapples with issues such
as budget constraints, regulatory complexity, intergovernmental relations,
and the need for diversity and inclusion within the civil service. The
COVID-19 pandemic further exposed strengths and weaknesses in administrative
capacity, emergency response, and public trust.

The ongoing evolution of public administration draws on historical lessons
while adapting to new realities, underscoring the dynamic nature of
governance in a complex society.

Key Milestones in the History of Public
Administration in the United States

1789: Establishment of executive departments under the U.S. Constitution



1829-1837: Andrew Jackson’s presidency and the rise of the spoils system

1883: Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act initiates merit-based hiring

1887: Woodrow Wilson’s essay advocating separation of politics and
administration

1930s: New Deal expands federal administrative apparatus

1946: Administrative Procedure Act formalizes rulemaking processes

1970s-1980s: New Public Management reforms focus on efficiency and
decentralization

2000s-present: Emphasis on digital government and citizen engagement

The history of public administration in the United States reveals a continual
balancing act between democratic ideals, administrative efficiency, and the
demands of an ever-changing society. From its modest beginnings to the
multifaceted bureaucracy of today, the field has evolved through reform,
innovation, and adaptation—reflecting the nation’s ongoing quest to govern
effectively and equitably.

History Of Public Administration In The United States

  history of public administration in the united states: A History of Public Administration in
the United States Mordecai Lee, 2023-10-27 Nowadays, we all tend to complain about bureaucracy,
if only because it touches our daily lives, sometimes in frustrating ways. This book examines the
gradual emergence of American public administration. As a history of American bureaucracy, it
focuses on key and pivotal events in its evolution and development. Chapters highlight major issues
and controversies including the anti-democratic origins of the field, Congressional hostility to the
bureaucracy, if appointed city managers should be subject to recall by voters, early limits on the role
of women, and the establishment of a membership association for practitioners and academics
alike—an unusual feature in the American professional world. This book will appeal to university
students, university faculty members, and academic libraries interested in American government
and US history. The subject is at the intersection of several academic disciplines, including public
administration, American history, political science, public management, management history, and
organization theory.
  history of public administration in the united states: A History of Public Administration in
the United States MORDECAI. LEE, 2023-11 Nowadays, we all tend to complain about bureaucracy,
if only because it touches our daily lives, sometimes in frustrating ways. This book examines the
gradual emergence of American public administration. As a history of American bureaucracy, it
focuses on key and pivotal events in its evolution and development. Chapters highlight major issues
and controversies including the anti-democratic origins of the field, Congressional hostility to the
bureaucracy, if appointed city managers should be subject to recall by voters, early limits on the role
of women, and the establishment of a membership association for practitioners and academics
alike--an unusual feature in the American professional world. This book will appeal to university
students, university faculty members, and academic libraries interested in American government
and US history. The subject is at the intersection of several academic disciplines, including public
administration, American history, political science, public management, management history, and
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organization theory.
  history of public administration in the united states: Public Administration Evolving Mary
E. Guy, Marilyn M. Rubin, 2015-03-02 Public Administration Evolving: From Foundations to the
Future demonstrates how the theory and practice of public administration has evolved since the
early decades of the twentieth century. Each chapter approaches the field from a unique perspective
and describes the seminal events that have been influential in shaping its evolution. This book
presents major trends in theory and practice in the field, provides an overview of its intellectual
development, and demonstrates how it has professionalized. The range from modernism to
metamodernism is reflected from the perspective of accomplished scholars in the field, each of
whom captures the history, environment, and development of a particular dimension of public
administration. Taken together, the chapters leave us with an understanding of where we are today
and a grounding for forecasting the future.
  history of public administration in the united states: Handbook of Public
Administration B. Guy Peters, Jon Pierre, 2003 This major international handbook provides a
complete review and guide to past and present knowledge in this essential field of inquiry.
Assembling an outstanding team of scholars from around the world, it comprehensively explores the
current state of the art in academic thinking and the current structures and processes for the
administration of public policy following this period of rapid transformation and change.
  history of public administration in the united states: Handbook of American Public
Administration Edmund C. Stazyk, H. George Frederickson, 2018-10-26 'Currently, public
administration as art and science ponders a challenging and uncertain future. Thus, no better time
exists to take stock and ponder the practical and theoretical value of its topical coverage to date.
Stazyk and Frederickson have assembled an eclectic and impressive group of senior and junior
scholars to join them in this intellectual exercise. Collectively, the contributors offer a stiletto-like
dissection of where and how the field's energy has been expended, what knowledge it has produced,
what its limitations are, and where future energies might best be expended. Kudos to all.' - Robert F.
Durant, American University, US This forward-thinking Handbook draws on the expertise of
established and emerging scholars to provide a comprehensive review of the current state and
future direction of theory and practice in US public administration. Chapters offer a
cross-disciplinary, holistic review of the field, pulling together leaders from subfields such as public
administration, public and nonprofit management, finance, human resource management, networks,
nonprofits, policy, and politics. Chapter authors conclude that the field is intellectually rich and
highly nuanced, but also identify numerous opportunities for growth and expansion in the coming
years. The Handbook charts an agenda for future research in the field. TheHandbook of American
Public Administrationis geared toward academics, researchers, and advanced graduate students. As
an authoritative text on the history and state of US public administration, it proves equally suitable
for national and international audiences. Practitioners who may be looking for background
information or state-of-the-art knowledge about practice will also benefit from this Handbook.
Contributors include: G. Arnold, G.A. Brewer, B.J. Cook, R.S. Davis, L. DeHart-Davis, M.D.
Farnworth, P.S. Federman, S. Fernandez, H.G. Frederickson, H. Getha-Taylor, R.K. Ghere, D.
Hatmaker, K. Hendren, C.J. Hill, N. Humphrey, K.R. Isett, S. Jo, J.E. Kellough, S.Y. Kim, Y. Kim, L.
Langbein, M. Leighninger, L.E. Lynn, Jr., D.S.T. Matkin, B. Merriman, C.C. Merritt, A.V.
Moldavanova, T. Nabatchi, S. Nicholson-Crotty, R. O'Leary, Z.W. Oberfield, A. Osorio, S.K. Pandey,
Y.J. Park, S. Portillo, B.A. Radin, W.G. Resh, R.L. St. Clair, J.R. Sandfort, L.M. Shimek, A.E. Smith,
S.R. Smith, E.C. Stazyk, S. Webeck, E.S. Zeemering, H.L. Zook
  history of public administration in the united states: A History of Government Public
Relations in the United States Mordecai Lee, 2025-07-09 This book presents a history of public
relations in the modern American administrative state. Because government agencies have a
democratic obligation to be open and transparent, the practice of public relations by government is
qualitatively different from that in business administration and nonprofit management. The duty of
government agencies to engage in public relations largely emerged during the Progressive era



(1890-1920). It evolved significantly under President Franklin Roosevelt. He wanted citizens to know
about New Deal programs they qualified for. During World War II, federal PR encouraged civic
participation in the war effort. By the 1990s, the media’s traditional coverage of government faded,
requiring agencies to communicate in new ways. Government PR continued evolving in the 21st
century to take advantage of advances in technology. This book relates to political science, American
history, public administration, and communication/PR. It is intended as a textbook, by researchers,
and for academic libraries.
  history of public administration in the united states: Handbook of Administrative
History Jos Raadschelders, 2017-07-05 Public administration is commonly assumed to be a young
discipline, rooted in law and political science, with little history of its own. Likewise, teaching and
scholarship in this field is often career oriented and geared either toward the search for immediately
usable knowledge or guidelines and prescriptions for the future. Although most administrative
scientists would acknowledge that their field has a history, their time horizon is limited to the recent
past. Raadschelders demonstrates that public administration has in fact a long-standing tradition,
both in practice and in writing; administration has been an issue ever since human beings
recognized the need to organize themselves in order to organize the environment in which they
lived. This history, in turn, underlines the need for administrators to be aware of the importance and
contemporary impact of past decisions and old traditions. In seeking to go beyond the usual
problem-solving and future-oriented studies of public administration, this volume adds greatly to the
cognitive richness of this field of research. Indeed, the search for theoretical generalizations will
profit from an approach that unravels long-term trends in the development of administration and
government.Raadschelders approaches public administration history from a dual perspective, as
trained historian and professor of public administration.... The volume is appropriately called a
aehandbook' in view of its methodical listing of the literature on administrative history, together
with summaries of numerous authors' principal theories. The second chapter is an essay on sources
in the field, including an extended bibliography.... These parts of the book alone make it useful to
scholars in the field.... Raadschelders is helpful in other ways as well. The third and fourth chapters
offer a highly sophisticated discussion of methodological problems encountered in writing
administrative history, including the issue of perceiving 'stage
  history of public administration in the united states: Public Administration Evolving
Mary E. Guy, Marilyn M. Rubin, 2015-03-02 Public Administration Evolving: From Foundations to
the Future demonstrates how the theory and practice of public administration has evolved since the
early decades of the twentieth century. Each chapter approaches the field from a unique perspective
and describes the seminal events that have been influential in shaping its evolution. This book
presents major trends in theory and practice in the field, provides an overview of its intellectual
development, and demonstrates how it has professionalized. The range from modernism to
metamodernism is reflected from the perspective of accomplished scholars in the field, each of
whom captures the history, environment, and development of a particular dimension of public
administration. Taken together, the chapters leave us with an understanding of where we are today
and a grounding for forecasting the future.
  history of public administration in the united states: Handbook of Public
Administration W. Bartley Hildreth, Gerald Miller, Jack Rabin, Gerald J. Miller, 2018-01-19 Since
the publication of the previous edition, the best-selling Handbook of Public Administration enters its
third edition with substantially revised, updated, and expanded coverage of public administration
history, theory, and practice. Edited by preeminent authorities in the field, this work is unparalleled
in its thorough coverage and comprehensive references. This handbook examines the major areas in
public administration including public budgeting and financial management, human
resourcemanagement, decision making, public law and regulation, and political economy. Providing
a strong platform for further research and advancement in the field, this book is a necessity for
anyone involved in public administration, policy, and management. This edition includes entirely
new chapters on information technology and conduct of inquiry. In each area of public



administration, there are two bibliographic treatises written from different perspectives. The first
examines the developments in the field. The second analyzes theories, concepts, or ideas in the
field’s literature.
  history of public administration in the united states: The Humanities and Public
Administration Edoardo Ongaro, Giovanni Orsina, Lorenzo Castellani, 2025-03-12 This perceptive
book is a much-needed exploration of the contribution of the humanities to the study of public
administration, public governance, public management, and public policy. Expert authors advocate
for reintegrating the humanities into this field, highlighting the ways in which the social sciences
and humanities complement each other in global governmental processes.
  history of public administration in the united states: American Public Administration
Maxwell Graduate School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, National Association of Schools of Public
Affairs and Administration, 1975 This collection of essays highlights the “peculiarly American” issues
of public administration ranging from 1870 to 1974, when they were first published. Every
contributor was assigned a period of American history and given the opportunity to write on what he
or she deemed the most important or relevant concern of that period. This method, employed for this
book and the connected National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration
conference, resulted in a wide-reaching, if eclectic, collection. Supplanted by Mosher’s impressive
summarization of the field throughout the years, the book still holds prominence as a source for
scholars, workers, and students alike in public administration. The essays raise such issues as the
education of civil servants, the changes necessitated by crises, the growth of social sciences in
governmental concerns, and primarily, the role of public administrators in America. Each author is a
distinguished expert in his own right, and each essay can stand alone as a remarkable insight into
the changing world of public administration within American society. Frederick Mosher’s expertise
and supervision shapes this work into a remarkable and holistic perspective on public administration
over time.
  history of public administration in the united states: The SAGE Handbook of Public
Administration B Guy Peters, Jon Pierre, 2012-08-16 The original Handbook of Public
Administration was a landmark publication, the first to provide a comprehensive and authoritative
survey of the discipline. The eagerly-awaited new edition of this seminal international handbook
continues to provide a complete review and guide to past and present knowledge in this essential
field of inquiry. Assembling an outstanding team of scholars from around the world, the second
edition explores the current state-of-the-art in academic thinking and the current structures and
processes for the administration of public policy. The second edition has been fully revised and
updated, with new chapters that reflect emerging issues and changes within the public sector: -
Identifying the Antecedents in Public Performance - Bureaucratic Politics - Strategy Structure and
Policy Dynamics - Comparative Administrative Reform - Administrative Ethics - Accountability
through Market and Social Instruments - Federalism and intergovernmental coordination. A
dominant theme throughout the handbook is a critical reflection on the utility of scholarly theory and
the extent to which government practices inform the development of this theory. To this end it
serves as an essential guide for both the practice of public administration today and its on-going
development as an academic discipline. The SAGE Handbook of Public Administration remains
indispensable to the teaching, study and practice of public administration for students, academics
and professionals everywhere.
  history of public administration in the united states: Mastering Public Administration Jos
C. N. Raadschelders, Brian R. Fry, 2022-07-13 Raadschelders and Fry provide a singular
investigation into the influence of 10 scholars on contemporary public administration as well as how
significant their work continues to be on contemporary research. In a field that is eclectic and
pragmatic, it is only fitting that the diversity of the following scholars reflects the diversity of the
field of public administration: Max Weber, Frederick W. Taylor, Luther H. Gulick, Mary Parker
Follett, Elton Mayo, Chester Barnard, Herbert A. Simon, Charles E. Lindblom, Elinor Ostrom, and
Dwight Waldo. The impacts of their personal life experiences on scholarly thought and their ideas



about science and a science of public administration are used to enhance an examination of their
ideas, concepts, and theories. The writings of such a wide-ranging group of scholars are also
connected by a recognition of the growth and organizational independence of the field of public
administration. For the Fourth Edition, a new perspective has been included: a review of Elinor
Ostrom’s work provides valuable new material on organization and decision making that is
applicable in many disciplines and across many fields. In addition, substantive updates to the
scholarship and analysis found in each of the chapters in the book encourage new avenues for
questions, insight, and exploration in the field of public administration.
  history of public administration in the united states: Public Administration in
Southeast Asia Evan M. Berman, 2017-09-25 While public administration practice and education in
general has become considerably professionalized in the last decade, existing knowledge on public
administration in Southeast Asia is fragmented at best, and often devoid of a useful reference. While
journal articles and government reports provide decentralized information, Public Administration in
Southeast Asia: Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Macao takes a comprehensive and
comparative look at the major components of administration systems. The selection of countries and
regions included reflects the diversity of Southeast Asia. Organized by Country The handbook fills a
critical need by bringing together leading scholars who provide an insider perspective and viewpoint
on essential and advanced issues. Divided into five sections, each dedicated to a particular country,
the text outlines topics relevant to modern public administration, including: History and Political
Context of Public Administration Decentralization and Local Governance Public Ethics and
Corruption Performance Management Reforms Civil Service System Focusing on recent
developments in public administration in these countries which are among the fastest growing
economies in the world, the book explores their practices and innovative approaches in public
administration. For many years people have been fascinated by the cultures, peoples, and
governments of Southeast Asia, and now they have a book that discusses the apparatus of
government in Southeast Asia – their agencies, contexts, processes, and values.
  history of public administration in the united states: Public Administration Herbert A.
Simon, 2017-07-28 At the time of its initial publication, Public Administration helped to define this
field of study and practice by introducing two major new emphases: an orientation toward human
behavior and human relations in organizations, and an emphasis on the interaction between
administration, politics, and policy. Without neglecting more traditional concerns with organization
structure, Simon, Thompson, and Smithburg viewed administration in its behavioral and political
contexts. The viewpoints they express still are at the center of public administration's concerns.
  history of public administration in the united states: Social Equity and Public
Administration: Origins, Developments, and Applications H George Frederickson, 2015-02-12 This
book is designed to be the definitive statement on social equity theory and practice in public
administration. Social equity is often referred to as the third pillar in PA, after efficiency and
economy. It concerns itself with the fairness of the organization, its management, and its delivery of
public services. H. George Frederickson is widely recognized as the originator of the concept and
the person most associated with its development and application. The book's introduction and
chapters 1-4 offer general descriptions of social equity in terms of its arguments and claims in
changing political, economic, and social circumstances, and trace the development of the concept
over the past forty years. Chapters 5-9 provide applications of social equity theory to particular
policy arenas such as education, or to specific public administration issues such as the range of
administrative discretion, the legal context, the research challenges, and social equity in the context
of time and generations. Chapters 10 and 11 describe the current state of social equity and look
towards the future.
  history of public administration in the united states: Government: A Public Administration
Perspective Jos C. N. Raadschelders, 2015-03-04 Most public administration texts overly
compartmentalize the subject and don't interconnect the various specializations within government,
which leaves a serious gap in preparing students for public service. Government: A Public



Administration Perspective is designed to fill that void. It provides a comprehensive,
multidisciplinary view of government that includes perspectives from political science, political
theory, international relations, organizational sociology, economics, and history. The text draws on
classic and modern literature from all these areas to analyze government at four different levels -
ideational, societal, organizational, and individual layers. It links public administration's various
subfields - human resource management, budgeting, policy making, organizational theory, etc. - into
a holistic framework for the study of government. It also includes an extensive bibliography drawing
from American and European literature in support of the book's global, historical, and comparative
approach.
  history of public administration in the united states: Public Administration J. C. N.
Raadschelders, 2013-05-16 The book examines the history and development of public administration,
the study of the internal structure and functioning of government and its interaction with society
and its citizens. It surveys different approaches to the field and the methodological and
epistemological issues surrounding an interdisciplinary, applied social science.
  history of public administration in the united states: Encyclopedia of Public Administration
and Public Policy - 5 Volume Set Domonic A. Bearfield, Evan Berman, Melvin J. Dubnick, 2020-08-14
Now in its third edition, Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public Policy remains the
definitive source for article-length presentations spanning the fields of public administration and
public policy. It includes entries for: Budgeting Bureaucracy Conflict resolution Countries and
regions Court administration Gender issues Health care Human resource management Law Local
government Methods Organization Performance Policy areas Policy-making process Procurement
State government Theories This revamped five-volume edition is a reconceptualization of the first
edition by Jack Rabin. It incorporates over 225 new entries and over 100 revisions, including a range
of contributions and updates from the renowned academic and practitioner leaders of today as well
as the next generation of top scholars. The entries address topics in clear and coherent language
and include references to additional sources for further study.
  history of public administration in the united states: The New Public Service Janet V
Denhardt, Robert B. Denhardt, 2016-09-16 This widely praised work provides a framework for the
many voices calling for the reaffirmation of democratic values, citizenship, and service in the public
interest. The expanded edition includes an all-new chapter that addresses the practical issues of
applying these ideals in actual, real-life situations. The New Public Service, Expanded Edition is
organized around a set of seven core principles: serve citizens, not customers; seek the public
interest; value citizenship and public service above entrepreneurship; think strategically, act
democratically; recognize that accountability isn't simple; serve, rather than steer; and value people,
not just productivity. The book asks us to think carefully and critically about what public service is,
why it is important, and what values ought to guide what we do and how we do it. It celebrates what
is distinctive, important and meaningful about public service and considers how we might better live
up to those ideals and values. All students and serious practitioners in public administration and
public policy should read this book. While debates about public policy issues will surely continue,
this compact, clearly written volume provides an important framework for public service based on
and fully integrated with citizen discourse and the public interest.
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