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Herbert Spencer Contribution to Sociology: Exploring the Legacy of a
Pioneering Thinker

herbert spencer contribution to sociology marks a significant chapter in the
evolution of social sciences. As one of the earliest and most influential
sociologists, Spencer's ideas helped shape the way societies are studied and
understood today. His work laid the groundwork for many sociological theories
and introduced concepts that remain relevant in contemporary discussions
about social structures, evolution, and human behavior.

Understanding Herbert Spencer’s role in sociology requires diving into his
unique approach, which combined evolutionary theory with social analysis.
Unlike many of his contemporaries, Spencer sought to explain society through
natural laws, drawing parallels between biological organisms and social
systems. This innovative perspective not only expanded the scope of sociology
but also influenced other disciplines such as anthropology, political
science, and economics.

Herbert Spencer’s Sociological Framework: The
Basics

At the heart of Herbert Spencer’s contribution to sociology was his belief in
society as an organism. He proposed that just like living beings, societies
evolve and adapt over time. This analogy became one of his most enduring
legacies.

Society as an Organism

Spencer argued that societies consist of various parts working together to
maintain stability and promote growth. These parts, such as institutions,
norms, and roles, function similarly to organs in a biological body. Each
component has a specific purpose, contributing to the overall health and
survival of society. This idea helped sociologists move beyond viewing
societies as mere collections of individuals and instead see them as complex,
interconnected systems.

This organic analogy also emphasized the importance of social cohesion and
order. Spencer believed that just as the human body requires harmony among
its organs to function effectively, societies need cooperation and consensus
to thrive.



Social Evolution and Progress

One of the most famous aspects of Herbert Spencer’s contribution to sociology
is his application of evolutionary theory to social development. He coined
the phrase “survival of the fittest,” which has often been misunderstood but
was central to his analysis of social change.

Spencer viewed social evolution as a gradual process where societies move
from simple to more complex forms. Early human groups, characterized by
homogeneity and minimal differentiation, evolve into complex societies with
specialized roles and institutions. This progression, he argued, leads to
increased efficiency and adaptation to environmental challenges.

This evolutionary perspective influenced how sociologists studied social
progress and the dynamics of change. It suggested that societal improvements
are natural outcomes of adaptation rather than the result of deliberate
intervention.

Key Contributions to Sociological Theory

Herbert Spencer’s ideas provided a foundation for several core concepts in
sociology, many of which continue to inform research and theory today.

Structural Functionalism

Spencer is often regarded as one of the pioneers of structural functionalism,
a framework that examines how social structures function to maintain societal
stability. His view of society as an organism with interdependent parts laid
the groundwork for later sociologists like Emile Durkheim and Talcott Parsons
to develop this theory further.

Structural functionalism explores how institutions such as family, religion,
government, and education serve specific functions that contribute to the
overall equilibrium of society. Spencer’s emphasis on harmony and order
within social systems helped shape this approach, highlighting the importance
of social roles and norms in preserving unity.

Individualism and Social Change

While Spencer emphasized social order, he also championed individual liberty
and minimal government interference. His sociological writings often
reflected a belief in the power of individuals to shape society through their
actions, a perspective that influenced classical liberal thought.



This focus on individualism intersected with his evolutionary ideas,
suggesting that social progress results from the freedom of individuals to
compete and innovate. Spencer’s thoughts on laissez-faire policies and social
Darwinism sparked debates about the role of the state in welfare and economic
regulation—discussions that remain relevant in contemporary sociology and
political philosophy.

Influence on Social Darwinism

Though controversial, Herbert Spencer’s interpretation of Darwinian
principles in social contexts gave rise to what is known as social Darwinism.
He applied the concept of “survival of the fittest” to justify certain social
inequalities, arguing that competition and natural selection drive societal
improvement.

It’s important to note that Spencer’s ideas were more nuanced than the
simplified versions often associated with social Darwinism. Nevertheless, his
work influenced debates on poverty, class structure, and social policy in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Herbert Spencer’s Lasting Impact on Sociology

The legacy of Herbert Spencer’s contribution to sociology extends beyond his
lifetime, affecting both academic thought and practical approaches to social
issues.

Shaping Sociological Methodology

Spencer’s commitment to applying scientific principles to the study of

society encouraged the development of sociology as a rigorous discipline. He
advocated for empirical observation and the search for natural laws governing
social phenomena, laying the foundation for systematic sociological research.

His comparative studies of different societies and historical stages helped
establish sociology as a science concerned with patterns and structures
rather than just philosophical speculation.

Influencing Later Sociologists and Thinkers

Many prominent sociologists built upon or reacted to Spencer’s ideas. Emile
Durkheim, for example, shared Spencer’s interest in social order but
emphasized collective conscience and social facts over biological analogies.
Max Weber critiqued Spencer’s evolutionary optimism by exploring the



complexities of social action and meaning.

Despite critiques, Spencer’s evolutionary framework and functionalist
insights continue to inform sociological theory and research. His work is
often referenced when discussing the origins of sociological thought and the
development of key theoretical paradigms.

Applying Herbert Spencer’s Ideas Today

Though some of Spencer’s views, especially those related to social Darwinism,
have been challenged or debunked, his broader contributions offer valuable
tools for understanding modern societies.

Understanding Social Systems and Change

In an increasingly complex world, Spencer’s idea of society as an integrated
system is still useful for analyzing how different social institutions
interact. Whether studying economic systems, political structures, or
cultural norms, viewing these elements as interconnected parts helps clarify
how societal stability and change occur.

Balancing Individual Freedom and Social Order

The tension between individualism and social cohesion that Spencer explored
remains central to contemporary sociology and public policy. His work
encourages ongoing reflection on how societies can foster personal liberty
while maintaining collective well-being.

Critically Engaging with Social Darwinism

Understanding the historical context and nuances of Spencer’s social
Darwinism helps modern scholars and thinkers avoid simplistic interpretations
of social inequality. It also serves as a cautionary tale about applying
biological theories to complex human societies without considering ethical
and social dimensions.

Herbert Spencer’s contribution to sociology is a testament to the power of
innovative thinking in shaping academic disciplines. By blending evolutionary
theory with social analysis, Spencer opened new pathways for exploring how
human societies function and evolve. His legacy invites us to continue asking
how natural laws, social structures, and individual actions interact in the
ongoing story of human civilization.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Herbert Spencer and why is he significant in
sociology?

Herbert Spencer was a 19th-century English philosopher and sociologist known
for applying evolutionary theory to sociology, making significant
contributions to the development of sociological thought.

What is Herbert Spencer's main contribution to
sociology?

Herbert Spencer's main contribution to sociology is the introduction of the
concept of 'Social Darwinism' and the application of the theory of evolution
to social development, emphasizing the idea of 'survival of the fittest' in
societies.

How did Herbert Spencer apply the theory of
evolution to society?

Herbert Spencer applied the theory of evolution to society by suggesting that
societies evolve from simple to complex forms through a process of natural
selection, where social institutions and norms adapt to meet the needs of the
population.

What is the concept of 'survival of the fittest'
according to Herbert Spencer?

According to Herbert Spencer, 'survival of the fittest' refers to the idea
that in society, individuals or groups best adapted to their environment
succeed and thrive, while those less adapted are naturally weeded out.

How did Herbert Spencer influence the structural
functionalist perspective?

Herbert Spencer influenced structural functionalism by viewing society as a
complex system with interrelated parts that work together to maintain
stability and social order, similar to the organs of a living organism.

What role did Herbert Spencer attribute to social
institutions?

Herbert Spencer viewed social institutions as essential components of society
that function to maintain social stability and help society adapt and evolve
over time.



Did Herbert Spencer's ideas support social reform?

Herbert Spencer generally opposed social reform, believing that interference
with the natural social order would hinder societal progress and evolution.

How did Herbert Spencer's views impact social
policy?

Herbert Spencer's ideas influenced social policies by promoting laissez-faire
attitudes and minimal government intervention, arguing that social problems
should be resolved through natural social evolution.

What criticisms have been made about Herbert
Spencer's contributions?

Critics argue that Herbert Spencer's Social Darwinism justifies social
inequality and neglects the role of social justice, and that his ideas were
misused to support racism and imperialism.

Why is Herbert Spencer still studied in sociology
today?

Herbert Spencer is studied for his pioneering efforts to apply evolutionary
theory to social sciences, his influence on sociological theory, and as a
historical figure whose ideas sparked important debates about social order
and change.

Additional Resources

Herbert Spencer Contribution to Sociology: An In-Depth Exploration

herbert spencer contribution to sociology stands as a pivotal chapter in the
evolution of social theory. As one of the foremost intellectuals of the 19th
century, Spencer’'s ideas left an indelible mark on the discipline, shaping
the way sociologists understand society, social change, and human behavior.
His influence extends beyond mere theory, touching upon methodologies and
conceptual frameworks that continue to underpin sociological inquiry today.

Herbert Spencer: The Architect of Social
Darwinism and Systematic Sociology

Herbert Spencer’s work emerged during a period when sociology was
crystallizing into a formal academic discipline. Unlike many of his
contemporaries who focused on normative or moralistic interpretations of
society, Spencer sought to apply a scientific, evolutionary lens to social



phenomena. His approach was systematic, emphasizing the interrelatedness of
social institutions and the organic nature of social development.

Spencer famously coined the phrase “survival of the fittest,” which, although
often associated with biological evolution, he applied extensively to social
structures. This concept became foundational in what later came to be known
as Social Darwinism—a controversial framework that interprets social progress
as a natural selection process among competing groups, classes, or
individuals.

The Principle of Evolution and Society as an
Organism

One of Herbert Spencer’s most significant contributions to sociology lies in
his analogy of society as a living organism. He proposed that just as
biological organisms evolve and adapt to their environments through complex
interdependent systems, societies too undergo evolutionary processes. This
organic model underscored the functional interdependence of various social
institutions, such as family, government, economy, and religion.

Spencer’s evolutionary theory argued that societies progress from simple,
homogeneous structures to more complex, differentiated ones. This progression
was not random but governed by natural laws akin to those observed in
biology. By framing society in this way, Spencer advanced the functionalist
perspective, which later sociologists like Emile Durkheim would further
develop.

Systematic Sociology and Methodological
Contributions

Beyond theoretical insights, Herbert Spencer contributed methodologically to
sociology. He was one of the first to advocate for a scientific, empirical
approach to the study of society, emphasizing observation and comparative
analysis. His multi-volume work, “The Synthetic Philosophy,” attempted to
unify knowledge across disciplines, including biology, psychology, and
sociology, under the umbrella of evolutionary principles.

Spencer’s insistence on interdisciplinary synthesis helped lay the groundwork
for more holistic approaches in social sciences. His work encouraged
sociologists to consider biological and psychological factors alongside
purely social variables, thus broadening the scope of sociological research.



Critical Reception and the Legacy of Spencer’s
Sociological Ideas

While Herbert Spencer’s contribution to sociology is undeniable, his ideas
have not been without criticism. His Social Darwinism, in particular,
attracted significant controversy for its implications regarding social
inequality and policies. Critics argue that applying “survival of the
fittest” to human societies can justify social stratification, neglecting
ethical considerations and the role of social welfare.

Despite these critiques, Spencer’s influence persists, especially in the
functionalist tradition and the study of social systems. His vision of
society as an interconnected organism continues to inform contemporary
sociological debates about social cohesion, integration, and change.

Comparative Influence: Spencer and His
Contemporaries

In comparison to other foundational sociologists like Karl Marx and Max
Weber, Herbert Spencer’s focus on evolution and organicism offers a distinct
lens. Marx emphasized conflict and economic factors as drivers of social
change, while Weber concentrated on rationalization and meaning. Spencer,
meanwhile, spotlighted gradual, adaptive change rooted in natural laws.

This diversity of perspectives enriches sociology, allowing for multifaceted
analyses of complex social phenomena. Spencer’s evolutionary framework

complements rather than contradicts other theories, providing valuable
insights into the stability and development of social systems.

Key Features of Herbert Spencer’s Sociological
Framework

e Evolutionary Theory: Societies evolve from simple to complex forms.

e Organic Analogy: Society functions like a living organism with
interdependent parts.

e Social Darwinism: Social progress is driven by natural selection and
competition.

e Interdisciplinary Approach: Integration of biology, psychology, and
sociology under a unified philosophy.

e Scientific Methodology: Emphasis on empirical observation and



comparative analysis.

Impact on Modern Sociology and Contemporary
Relevance

Herbert Spencer’s contribution to sociology extends into contemporary debates
around social evolution, complexity, and systemic analysis. Modern
sociologists sometimes revisit his organic analogy when investigating social
networks, institutions, and emergent behaviors. The rise of systems theory
and complexity science echoes Spencer’s early recognition of societal
interdependence and the non-linear nature of change.

Moreover, Spencer’s work serves as a cautionary tale regarding the
application of biological concepts to social realities. While his
evolutionary model provides useful heuristics, it also highlights the dangers
of reductionism and determinism in social theory. Today'’'s sociologists strive
to balance Spencer’s insights with critical ethical and cultural awareness.

Herbert Spencer’s intellectual legacy is thus multifaceted: a blend of
groundbreaking theoretical innovation, methodological rigor, and contentious
social philosophy. His contributions continue to provoke reflection and
inspire new directions in the ever-evolving field of sociology.

Herbert Spencer Contribution To Sociology

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Complete Essays by Herbert Spencer
(Vol. 1-3) Herbert Spencer, 2023-11-13 Herbert Spencer's The Complete Essays (Vol. 1-3)
showcases his profound exploration of sociology, philosophy, and ethics. With a distinctive style that
melds rigorous argumentation with a compelling narrative voice, Spencer navigates the complexities
of human society and development. His essays embody the essence of 19th-century intellectual
thought, demonstrating a commitment to empiricism and the application of evolutionary theory to
social constructs. The volumes offer a comprehensive examination of themes such as progress,
individualism, and the interplay of society and morality, representing a significant contribution to
the discourse of the era and influencing both social sciences and philosophical debates. Spencer,
often celebrated as one of history's foremost social philosophers, was deeply inspired by the
scientific developments of his time, particularly Darwin's theory of evolution. His background in
biology and keen interest in the natural world informed his analysis of societal evolution, making his
work a cornerstone of sociological thought. The integration of naturalistic perspectives into social
theory set Spencer apart, allowing him to interrogate societal structures and advocate for social
reforms grounded in rational thought and empirical evidence. Readers seeking a thoughtful
examination of the intersection between individual and society will find Spencer's essays invaluable.
His work remains relevant today, offering insights into contemporary issues related to social
organization and ethical governance. The Complete Essays invites readers to engage with
foundational ideas that continue to shape our understanding of human behavior and societal
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progress.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Herbert Spencer's Sociology Jay Rumney,
2017-07-12 The republication of this book is eminently fitting at this time. Jay Rumney's Herbert
Spencer's Sociology first appeared in 1937. In that year Talcott Parsons, citing Crane Brinton,
declared: Spencer is dead. But who killed him and how? It was the thesis of Parsons' famous The
Structure of Social Action that the evolution of scientific theory had put an end to Spencer. For more
than a generation the man whose name had been synonymous with sociology was, or so it seemed,
repressed and forgotten.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Herbert Spencer John Offer, 2000 This set
traces Herbert Spencer's influence, from his contemporaries to the present day. Contributions come
from across the social science disciplines and are often taken from sources which are difficult to
access.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Essays Herbert Spencer, 2022-11-13 Herbert
Spencer's Essays is a profound exploration of philosophical and sociological themes that interrogate
the development of human society and thought. Characterized by Spencer's distinctly analytic prose
and a systematic approach to complex ideas, this collection melds his pioneering ideas on evolution,
education, and ethics, situating them within the broader intellectual currents of the 19th century.
Spencer's essays serve not only as a critique of existing social doctrines but also as a call to embrace
progress and individualism, reflecting the Victorian era's tension between industrial advancement
and moral philosophy. Herbert Spencer, known for his application of evolutionary theory to the study
of society, was influenced deeply by the intellectual climate of his time, including the works of
Charles Darwin. His background in natural sciences, combined with an interest in social reform, led
Spencer to conceive of society as an organism, undergoing evolutionary changes akin to the
biological world. This unique perspective shaped his thought processes and underscored the essays
in this volume, showcasing his commitment to applying scientific principles to social constructs.
Essays is an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the roots of modern sociology and the
philosophical underpinnings of social evolution. Spencer's incisive arguments and innovative
concepts invite readers to reflect critically on contemporary societal issues, making this collection
both timely and timeless.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Herbert Spencer John Arthur Thomson, 1906 This
volume attempts to give a short account of Herbert Spencer's life, an appreciation of his
characteristics, and a statement of some of the services he rendered to science. Prominence has
been given to his Autobiography, to his Principles of Biology, and to his position as a cosmic
evolutionist; but little has been said of his psychology and sociology, which require another volume,
or of his ethics and politics, or of his agnosticism-the whetstone of so many critics. Our appreciation
of Spencer's services is therefore partial, but it may not for that reason fail in its chief aim, that of
illustrating the working of one of the most scientific minds that ever lived, -whose excess of science
was almost unscientific.-

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Herbert Spencer: Legacies Mark Francis,
Michael Taylor, 2014-10-10 Herbert Spencer: Legacies explores and assesses the impact of the ideas
and work of the great Victorian polymath Herbert Spencer across a wide range of disciplines. In the
course of the essays a significant re-evaluation of his influence on Victorian and Edwardian thought
is provided. Spencer's contribution to the fields of sociology, anthropology, psychology, biology and
ecology are considered, alongside his influence on key figures in science and philosophy. The book
brings together scholars from a wide range of disciplines to explore Spencer's nuanced and complex
ideas and will be invaluable for historians of science and ideas, and all those interested in the
intellectual culture of the late Victorian and Edwardian period. Contributors: Peter J. Bowler, James
Elwick, Mark Francis, Bernard Lightman, Chris Renwick, Vanessa L. Ryan, John Skorupski, Michael
W. Taylor, Stephen Tomlinson, and Jonathan H. Turner

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Study of Sociology Herbert Spencer, 1912

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Evolution of Society Herbert Spencer,




1967

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Herbert Spencer and Social Theory ]. Offer,
2010-10-20 Herbert Spencer remains a significant but poorly understood figure in 19th century
intellectual life. His ideas on evolution ranged across the natural sciences and philosophy, and he
pioneered new ideas in psychology and sociology. This book comprehensively examines his work and
strips away common misconceptions about his sociology.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Principles of Sociology Herbert Spencer,
2015-10-21 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As
a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Principles of Sociology - Completed Herbert
Spencer, 2016-11-09

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Principles of Sociology Herbert Spencer,
2010 Herbert Spencer sought to unify all of the sciences and ethics under a common set of
theoretical principles loosely derived from the physics of his time and outlined in First Principles
(1862). The Principles of Sociology was a later work in Spencer's grand scheme, with the first
installments appearing in 1874 and continuing until 1896. The re-issue of the complete volumes of
this great work will stimulate renewed interest in Spencer's sociology, not just as an historical
curiosity, but as a body of work that can still inform sociology. Indeed, at a time when it seems
sociology has mined its classics for all the gold they contain, Spencer's work provides a mother lode
of new treasures. Sociologists and others will be surprised at the profound insights they will find in
The Principles of Sociology.This complete three volume set of The Principles is divided into eight
Parts. Part I sets up the approach for the rest of the volumes. Here, Spencer distinguishes the
inorganic, organic, and superorganic realms of the universe, with the most important comparison
being the differences between the organic and superorganic. The most well-known sections appear
in Part II on The Introductions of Sociology where the similarities and differences between
superorganic and organic bodies are introduced. However, there is much more to Part II because
here the basic theory is developed, which still informs contemporary sociology. Approximately two
thirds of The Principles of Sociology is dedicated to analysis of human institutional systems. In these
pages, which comprise Parts III-VIII of The Principles, Spencer mobilizes even more data to develop
specific principles about the operation of institutional systems.The Principles of Sociology is filled
with insights and still worthwhile principles on the dynamics of human organization. Portrayals of
Spencer as a naive functionalist and advocate of laissez-faire are inaccurate and unfair, as these
volumes demonstrate. Spencer presents us with a set of principles about the operation of human
societies. This book will be essential to sociologists, and others professionally interested in social
science theory and the history of ideas.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Principles of Sociology, Volume 3
Herbert Spencer, 2015-10-21 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public



domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Contributions to Communicational, Cultural,
Media, and Digital Studies Paulo M. Barroso, 2020-10-15 This book is about communication, a
universal, yet particular, form of linking people and ideas. It details the growing and multiform uses,
functions, interactions, and effects of communication in the contemporary “world-society”, and
highlights the dialectic between society and communication. It will also serve to stimulate critical
thinking. The book is structured as a compendium of the sociology of communication, providing a
practical and pedagogical-didactic resource especially for students, including case studies,
summary-tables, questions for review, and excerpts from selected works and authors. This book is a
major contribution to cultural, media, and digital studies, and will be of interest to those who live in
an increasingly digital, technological, and global society, and want to understand a phenomenon as
social as it is inevitable, spontaneous, and influential.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Study of Sociology Herbert Spencer, 1961

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Study of Sociology, By: Herbert Spencer
Herbert Spencer, 2018-06-04 Herbert Spencer (27 April 1820 - 8 December 1903) was an English
philosopher, biologist, anthropologist, sociologist, and prominent classical liberal political theorist of
the Victorian era. Spencer developed an all-embracing conception of evolution as the progressive
development of the physical world, biological organisms, the human mind, and human culture and
societies. As a polymath, he contributed to a wide range of subjects, including ethics, religion,
anthropology, economics, political theory, philosophy, literature, astronomy, biology, sociology, and
psychology. During his lifetime he achieved tremendous authority, mainly in English-speaking
academia. The only other English philosopher to have achieved anything like such widespread
popularity was Bertrand Russell, and that was in the 20th century. Spencer was the single most
famous European intellectual in the closing decades of the nineteenth century but his influence
declined sharply after 1900: Who now reads Spencer? asked Talcott Parsons in 1937.[4] Spencer is
best known for the expression survival of the fittest, which he coined in Principles of Biology (1864),
after reading Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species. This term strongly suggests natural
selection, yet as Spencer extended evolution into realms of sociology and ethics, he also made use of
Lamarckism. Spencer was born in Derby, England, on 27 April 1820, the son of William George
Spencer (generally called George). Spencer's father was a religious dissenter who drifted from
Methodism to Quakerism, and who seems to have transmitted to his son an opposition to all forms of
authority. He ran a school founded on the progressive teaching methods of Johann Heinrich
Pestalozzi and also served as Secretary of the Derby Philosophical Society, a scientific society which
had been founded in 1783 by Erasmus Darwin, the grandfather of Charles Darwin. Spencer was
educated in empirical science by his father, while the members of the Derby Philosophical Society
introduced him to pre-Darwinian concepts of biological evolution, particularly those of Erasmus
Darwin and Jean-Baptiste Lamarck. His uncle, the Reverend Thomas Spencer vicar of Hinton
Charterhouse near Bath, completed Spencer's limited formal education by teaching him some
mathematics and physics, and enough Latin to enable him to translate some easy texts. Thomas
Spencer also imprinted on his nephew his own firm free-trade and anti-statist political views.
Otherwise, Spencer was an autodidact who acquired most of his knowledge from narrowly focused
readings and conversations with his friends and acquaintances.Both as an adolescent and as a young
man, Spencer found it difficult to settle to any intellectual or professional discipline. He worked as a
civil engineer during the railway boom of the late 1830s, while also devoting much of his time to
writing for provincial journals that were nonconformist in their religion and radical in their politics.



From 1848 to 1853 he served as sub-editor on the free-trade journal The Economist, during which
time he published his first book, Social Statics (1851), which predicted that humanity would
eventually become completely adapted to the requirements of living in society with the
consequential withering away of the state. Its publisher, John Chapman, introduced Spencer to his
salon which was attended by many of the leading radical and progressive thinkers of the capital,
including John Stuart Mill, Harriet Martineau, George Henry Lewes and Mary Ann Evans (George
Eliot), with whom he was briefly romantically linked. Spencer himself introduced the biologist
Thomas Henry Huxley, who would later win fame as 'Darwin's Bulldog' and who remained his
lifelong friend. However it was the friendship of Evans and Lewes that acquainted him with John
Stuart Mill's A System of Logic and with Auguste Comte's positivism and which set him on the road
to his life's work. He strongly disagreed with Comte....

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Publication of the American Sociological Society
American Sociological Association, 1927

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: The Philosophy of Style Herbert Spencer,
2009-04-01 Herbert Spencer was an English philosopher and prominent social theorist of the
Victorian era. In his work The Philosophy of Style he argues that written language should be as easy
to understand as possible, allowing for the most effective and efficient possible communication. His
suggestions for sentence structure supported ideas on formalist rhetoric.

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Principles of Sociology Herbert Spencer, 1906

herbert spencer contribution to sociology: Princeton Contributions to Philosophy: The
history of the principle of sufficient reason , 1905
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