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economic causes of maritime exploration by european states played a pivotal role in
shaping the Age of Discovery, a transformative period in world history. The drive for
economic gain motivated European powers to venture beyond their familiar shores, leading
to the discovery of new lands, trade routes, and resources. But what exactly were these
economic incentives, and how did they influence the decisions of countries like Spain,
Portugal, England, and the Netherlands? Let’s dive into the economic underpinnings that
fueled maritime exploration during this vibrant era.

The Quest for New Trade Routes

One of the foremost economic causes of maritime exploration by European states was the
urgent need to find new, more efficient trade routes to Asia. For centuries, European
markets had been hungry for spices, silk, precious metals, and other exotic goods
originating from the East. However, the traditional overland routes, such as the Silk Road,
had become long, perilous, and expensive due to political instability, wars, and the
dominance of Ottoman control over key territories.

Bypassing Middlemen to Maximize Profits

The existing trade systems involved numerous middlemen—merchants and rulers who
demanded hefty taxes and tolls, inflating the prices of goods. European merchants and
monarchs realized that accessing Asian goods directly could significantly reduce costs and
maximize profits. This realization spurred maritime nations to invest in expeditions that
sought sea routes circumventing the Ottoman-controlled land paths.

Portugal, for example, pioneered the exploration along the African coast, aiming to reach
India by sailing around Africa’s southern tip. The success of Vasco da Gama’s voyage to
India in 1498 opened up a sea route that allowed Portugal to dominate the spice trade for
decades. This direct access translated into enormous wealth and economic power.

Emergence of Mercantilism and Economic
Competition

During the late 15th and early 16th centuries, Europe was experiencing the rise of
mercantilism—a dominant economic theory that emphasized accumulating wealth,
particularly gold and silver, to strengthen national power. Mercantilism advocated for a
positive balance of trade and the establishment of colonies to provide raw materials and



markets for the mother country.

Colonial Expansion as Economic Strategy

European states were in fierce competition not only for trade dominance but also for
expanding their economic influence through colonization. Colonies served as sources of
valuable commodities like sugar, tobacco, cotton, and precious metals, which fueled
European economies. Establishing overseas colonies allowed states to control resource
production and trade, reducing dependence on foreign powers and increasing national
wealth.

Spain’s conquests in the Americas, particularly in regions rich in silver like Potosí,
drastically increased the influx of wealth into Europe. This silver fueled European
economies and allowed Spain to finance further military and exploratory ventures. The
economic incentive to claim and exploit new territories was therefore a major driver of
maritime exploration.

Technological Advancements and Economic
Incentives

While technological progress such as improvements in shipbuilding, navigation instruments
like the compass and astrolabe, and cartography made long sea voyages feasible, these
innovations were often motivated by economic factors. European states invested in
maritime technology because the potential economic returns from successful voyages were
enormous.

Investment and State Sponsorship

Economic causes of maritime exploration by European states also included the role of
monarchs and private investors who financed expeditions with the expectation of lucrative
returns. Monarchs like King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain sponsored Christopher
Columbus’s 1492 voyage, hoping to find new lands and riches to boost the Spanish
economy.

Furthermore, joint-stock companies emerged later, particularly in England and the
Netherlands, allowing merchants to pool capital to fund risky voyages. These economic
mechanisms spread the risk and promised profits from trade monopolies and colonial
enterprises, fueling further exploration.

Scarcity and Demand for Precious Metals

The European economy during the late medieval and early modern periods faced a



significant demand for precious metals, which were vital for coinage and trade. However,
Europe’s reserves of gold and silver were limited, making the discovery of new sources a
top economic priority.

The Allure of Gold and Silver in the New World

Explorers and their backers were driven by tales of vast wealth in unknown lands. The
discovery of the Americas unveiled enormous deposits of silver and gold, especially in areas
like Mexico and Peru. The influx of precious metals from these colonies had profound
economic effects, including inflation but also the capacity to finance larger-scale trade and
military endeavors.

This search for precious metals was not just about wealth accumulation; it was also a
strategic economic necessity to support expanding economies and the growing demand for
currency.

The Role of Trade Monopolies and Economic
Control

European states sought to establish trade monopolies in newly discovered territories and
sea routes to secure exclusive rights over lucrative goods. Controlling these trade channels
meant controlling wealth and power.

Chartered Companies and Economic Dominance

By granting charters to companies like the British East India Company and the Dutch East
India Company, European governments delegated the management of trade and
colonization efforts to private enterprises. These companies were granted monopolistic
rights to trade in specific regions, enabling them to control supply chains, dictate prices,
and accumulate wealth.

Such monopolies were a direct result of economic causes of maritime exploration by
European states, as both governments and private investors sought to maximize profits
from overseas trade and resources.

Population Growth and Economic Pressure

Another often overlooked economic cause of maritime exploration was the demographic
changes occurring in Europe. Population growth during the late 15th century increased
demand for food, land, and economic opportunities, putting pressure on traditional
economies.



Seeking New Markets and Resources

As Europe’s population expanded, so did the need for new resources and markets. Maritime
exploration promised access to untapped lands and commodities, offering solutions to
economic pressures at home. Colonies could absorb surplus population, provide raw
materials, and create new markets for European goods, creating a cycle of economic
growth.

Conclusion: A Complex Web of Economic
Motivations

The economic causes of maritime exploration by European states cannot be attributed to a
single factor but rather a complex interplay of trade ambitions, mercantilist policies,
technological advancements, resource scarcity, and demographic pressures. These
motivations created a powerful impetus for European nations to invest in maritime
ventures, leading to the profound global transformations we study today.

Understanding these economic drivers offers a richer perspective on why Europe ventured
into the unknown seas, forever altering the course of history through maritime exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary economic motives behind
European maritime exploration in the 15th and 16th
centuries?
The primary economic motives were to find new trade routes to Asia to access valuable
spices, silk, and other luxury goods, to establish direct trade links to reduce reliance on
intermediaries, and to acquire precious metals and new markets to boost national wealth.

How did the desire for spices influence European
maritime exploration?
Spices were highly valuable in Europe for preserving food and enhancing flavor, but they
were expensive due to long overland trade routes controlled by intermediaries. Europeans
sought maritime routes to Asia to obtain spices more cheaply and directly, motivating
voyages like those of Vasco da Gama.

In what way did the search for precious metals drive
European exploration?
European states were motivated by the prospect of discovering gold and silver to increase
their wealth and finance their growing economies and military ambitions. The discovery of



precious metals in the Americas became a significant economic incentive for exploration
and colonization.

How did the growth of mercantilism shape the
economic causes of maritime exploration?
Mercantilism emphasized the accumulation of wealth through trade surplus and colonial
expansion. European states sought new territories and trade routes to secure resources,
establish monopolies, and increase exports, driving maritime exploration to expand their
economic influence.

What role did the competition for trade dominance play
in European maritime exploration?
Competition among European states for control of lucrative trade routes and markets
spurred maritime exploration. Nations like Portugal, Spain, England, and the Netherlands
invested in exploration to outmaneuver rivals and secure economic advantages through
exclusive trade rights and colonies.

How did technological advancements contribute to the
economic causes of maritime exploration?
Advancements in navigation, shipbuilding, and cartography reduced the risks and costs of
long sea voyages, making it economically feasible for European states to explore distant
lands in search of trade opportunities and resources.

Why was the search for new markets important for
European states during the Age of Exploration?
European economies were growing, and states sought new markets to sell manufactured
goods and acquire raw materials. Maritime exploration provided access to previously
untapped regions, facilitating economic expansion and increased wealth through trade.

How did the decline of traditional overland trade routes
influence European maritime exploration?
The fall of Constantinople and the rise of Ottoman control over traditional land trade routes
to Asia made these routes expensive and dangerous. This disruption encouraged European
states to seek alternative maritime routes to maintain access to Asian goods, prompting
exploration efforts.

Additional Resources
Economic Causes of Maritime Exploration by European States: An Analytical Review

economic causes of maritime exploration by european states reveal a complex



interplay of ambition, necessity, and opportunity that shaped the early modern world. At
the heart of this transformative era was the pursuit of wealth, resources, and new trade
routes, which propelled European nations into uncharted waters. Understanding these
economic drivers is crucial for comprehending the motivations behind the Age of Discovery
and the subsequent establishment of global empires.

Contextualizing Maritime Exploration in Europe

The late 15th and early 16th centuries marked a period of intense maritime activity by
European states, notably Portugal, Spain, England, France, and the Netherlands. These
voyages were not merely adventurous undertakings but were deeply rooted in economic
imperatives. Europe, emerging from the Middle Ages, faced substantial economic
challenges including limited access to luxury goods, fluctuating trade dynamics, and
increasing competition among rising powers. Maritime exploration offered a promising
solution to these challenges by opening new avenues for commerce and resource
extraction.

Access to Valuable Commodities and Trade Routes

One of the primary economic causes of maritime exploration by European states was the
desire to access lucrative commodities such as spices, gold, silver, and textiles. The
overland trade routes to Asia, controlled by Ottoman and other middle-eastern powers,
were expensive and perilous, often involving numerous intermediaries that inflated costs.
For example, spices like pepper, cinnamon, and cloves were in high demand in Europe for
culinary, medicinal, and preservative purposes, yet their supply was monopolized by
eastern traders.

European states sought to bypass these intermediaries by discovering direct sea routes to
Asia. The Portuguese expeditions down the West African coast and around the Cape of
Good Hope, culminating with Vasco da Gama’s arrival in India in 1498, exemplify this
strategy. Similarly, Spain’s westward voyages, notably Christopher Columbus’s 1492
expedition, were driven by the ambition to find a faster passage to the riches of the Indies.

Mercantilism and the Quest for Economic Dominance

The rise of mercantilism profoundly influenced the economic causes of maritime exploration
by European states. Mercantilism, an economic theory prevalent from the 16th to 18th
centuries, emphasized the accumulation of wealth, primarily gold and silver, as a measure
of national power. European monarchies believed that controlling overseas territories and
trade networks was essential to achieving a favorable balance of trade.

This economic doctrine encouraged governments to sponsor voyages that could secure
monopolies over resources and markets. Colonies were seen as sources of raw materials
unavailable in Europe, such as sugar, tobacco, and precious metals, as well as captive
markets for manufactured goods. The Spanish conquests of the Americas, which led to the



influx of vast quantities of silver and gold, dramatically illustrate how maritime exploration
was intertwined with mercantilist goals.

Technological Advances and Economic Incentives

Although technological innovation is often regarded as a catalyst for exploration, it also had
significant economic implications. Improvements in shipbuilding, navigation, and
cartography reduced the risks and costs associated with long-distance sea voyages. For
instance, the development of the caravel, a nimble and sturdy sailing vessel, allowed
Portuguese and Spanish explorers to sail further and more efficiently.

From an economic perspective, these advancements made maritime exploration more
viable and attractive to investors and monarchs alike. The reduced expenses and increased
potential for profitable returns made financing expeditions more justifiable. European
states, therefore, were increasingly able to mobilize resources and capital for exploration
projects, with the expectation of economic gain from new trade networks and territorial
acquisitions.

Economic Motivations Among Key European
Powers

Different European states had distinct economic priorities that shaped their exploration
efforts, although common themes persisted.

Portugal: The Spice Trade and Strategic Outposts

Portugal’s maritime exploration was primarily driven by the quest to dominate the spice
trade. By establishing trading posts along the African coast, in India, and eventually in
Southeast Asia, Portugal aimed to control critical nodes in the global commerce network.
The economic incentives included not only direct profits from spices but also tariffs and fees
from passing vessels.

Moreover, these outposts served as military and logistical bases that enhanced Portugal’s
capacity to enforce trade monopolies. This strategy reflected a pragmatic economic
approach focused on maximizing revenue through trade control rather than territorial
conquest alone.

Spain: Resource Extraction and Colonial Wealth

Spain’s economic causes for maritime exploration were closely linked to the discovery and
exploitation of the Americas. The Spanish Crown was motivated by reports of vast mineral
wealth, which led to expeditions aimed at securing precious metals and establishing



plantations. The encomienda system, which granted colonists control over indigenous labor,
was an economic mechanism designed to extract wealth efficiently.

The influx of silver from mines such as Potosí in present-day Bolivia had far-reaching
economic effects, fueling European markets and financing further exploration and military
ventures. This wealth, however, also introduced economic imbalances, including inflation
and dependency on colonial resources.

England and the Netherlands: Trade Expansion and
Competition

By the late 16th century, England and the Netherlands emerged as significant maritime
powers with economic motivations centered on expanding trade and challenging Iberian
dominance. Both nations invested in joint-stock companies, such as the English East India
Company and the Dutch East India Company, which pooled capital to finance voyages and
establish trade monopolies.

These companies facilitated the growth of commercial networks spanning Asia, Africa, and
the Americas, focusing on commodities like spices, textiles, and sugar. Economic
competition also motivated these states to explore new territories for resource exploitation
and to secure strategic ports that could disrupt rival trade routes.

Economic Impacts and Considerations

While the economic causes of maritime exploration by European states were largely driven
by profit and power, the outcomes were multifaceted.

Economic Growth: The establishment of new trade routes and colonies contributed
to the expansion of European economies, enabling the rise of capitalist markets and
finance.

Resource Exploitation: Access to precious metals and raw materials fueled
industrial development and wealth accumulation but often at the expense of
indigenous populations and ecosystems.

Market Expansion: Colonies provided new markets for European goods, reinforcing
mercantilist policies that prioritized national economic self-sufficiency.

Risk and Cost: Maritime exploration involved significant financial risk, including
shipwrecks, piracy, and failed settlements, which sometimes led to economic
setbacks.

The economic calculus behind maritime exploration was thus a balance between high-
stakes investment and the potential for substantial returns. European states navigated this



balance with varying degrees of success, influencing the trajectory of global economic
history.

---

Economic causes of maritime exploration by European states are integral to understanding
the emergence of modern global capitalism and imperialism. The pursuit of wealth through
new trade routes, resource extraction, and market control not only reshaped the economies
of European powers but also laid the foundation for centuries of international trade and
cultural exchange. These economic motivations provided both the impetus and the
framework within which maritime exploration unfolded, charting a course that would
redefine the world’s economic landscape.

Economic Causes Of Maritime Exploration By European States

  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: 21st Century Economics: A
Reference Handbook Rhona C. Free, 2010-05-14 Interest in economics is at an all-time high. Among
the challenges facing the nation is an economy with rapidly rising unemployment, failures of major
businesses and industries, and continued dependence on oil with its wildly fluctuating price.
Economists have dealt with such questions for generations, but they have taken on new meaning and
significance. Tackling these questions and encompassing analysis of traditional economic theory and
topics as well as those that economists have only more recently addressed, 21st Century Economics:
A Reference Handbook is a must-have reference resource. Key Features Provides highly readable
summaries of theory and models in key areas of micro and macroeconomics, helpful for students
trying to get a big picture sense of the field Includes introductions to relevant theory as well as
empirical evidence, useful for readers interested in learning about economic analysis of an issue as
well for students embarking on research projects Features chapters focused on cutting-edge topics
with appeal for economists seeking to learn about extensions of analysis into new areas as well as
new approaches Presents models in graphical format and summarizes empirical evidence in ways
that do not require much background in statistics or econometrics, so as to maximize accessibility to
students
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Military Transition in Early
Modern Asia, 1400-1750 Kaushik Roy, 2014-05-22 A substantial amount of work has been carried
out to explore the military systems of Western Europe during the early modern era, but the military
trajectories of the Asian states have received relatively little attention. This study provides the first
comparative study of the major Asian empires' military systems and explores the extent of the
impact of West European military transition on the extra-European world. Kaushik Roy conducts a
comparative analysis of the armies and navies of the large agrarian bureaucratic empires of Asia,
focusing on the question of how far the Asian polities were able to integrate gunpowder weapons in
their military systems. Military Transition in Early Modern Asia, 1400-1750 offers important insights
into the common patterns in war making across the region, and the impact of firearms and artillery.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: The British National
Bibliography Arthur James Wells, 1979
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: The Economic History of
the United States Ernest Ludlow Bogart, 1908
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: International Crisis and
Conflict R. Clutterbuck, 1993-08-10 In this book, Richard Clutterbuck examines the experience of
crisis management and war in history, mainly through 24 case studies, culminating in the Gulf,
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Somalia, Cambodia and Bosnia in 1990-93. He examines the disintegration of the Soviet Union and
Yugoslavia, the opening of West European frontiers, and the conflicts arising or likely to arise from
them. He considers the opportunities for resolving conflicts by the post Cold War UN Security
Council, and the enormous potential of NATO now that it is no longer tied to the iron curtain. He
forecasts the patterns of future conflict, and the prospects of keeping the peace.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: The International Law of
Bays Mitchell P. Strohl, 2012-12-06 The purpose of this book is to describe the problems posed in
the formulation of international rules for bays at the present time, to investigate the history of the
several interests that have influenced the development of such rules, to trace the efforts that have
been made to codify the rules, and to suggest a further refinement of the rules. This book seeks to
combine the fruits of the writer's experience as a navigator with those of his studies in international
law, geography, history and economics. Although, after study and thought upon the subject, there is
likely to arise an initial desire to write a work that is truly definitive, one must resign himself to
something of lesser scope. That being so, there is, if anything, an increased demand upon the writer
to exercise careful judgment in his research, and in his exposition of the subject. This writer can only
hope that he has discharged this responsi bility to the degree that his efforts will have clarified some
issues and that what he has set on paper may be of some assistance to others. This writer has
attempted to be as objective as possible in his inter pretations, and he has made no attempt to
defend the policy of any State. In so doing, he is weil aware of the fact that for broader policy
reasons, some of the views expressed herein cannot be officiaily accept ed as bases for action.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Positivist and
Political-Economic Theories of International Relations Amartya Mukhopadhyay, 2023-10-20 This
book provides an introduction to positivist-pluralist theories of international relations (IR) which
emerged during the early-and mid-1950s along with Marxist political economic and non-Marxist
economic theories of IR. Positivist and Political-Economic Theories of International Relations is an
in-depth critical study of texts and literature which highlight IR’s methodological pluralism even
after it gained maturity. It examines how pluralist political status quo and radical economic criticism
coexist in discrete areas of the discipline. Insights are provided into key positivist liberal-pluralist
theories, namely decision-making approaches, and theories of integration, regionalism,
interdependence, and regime. It discusses the four political economic and critical theories of
Marxism, dependency, world systems, and international political economy. The book, as an advanced
supplementary reader, will be of great interest to researchers and students of international
relations, history, law, and the multidisciplinary social scientific field of political economy.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Natural Resource Conflicts
M. Troy Burnett, 2016-09-19 Natural resource and environmental conflicts have long been issues
confronting human societies. This case-based examination of a wide range of natural resource
disputes exposes readers to many contemporary examples that offer reasons for both hope and
concern. The Rwandan genocide, the Sudanese civil war, and perpetual instability in the Middle East
and Africa: each of these crises have arguably been instigated and maintained by natural resource
disputes. China has undertaken a Herculean task to plant hundreds of millions of trees along its
margins in an effort to save Beijing from crippling dust storms and halt the expansion of the Gobi
desert. Will it work, and is it worth it? These and many other cases of conflict stemming from natural
resource or environmental concerns are explained and debated in this up-to-date examination of
contemporary and ongoing topics. The book examines conflicts over precious resources and
minerals, such as diamonds, oil, water, and fisheries, as well as the pursuit of lesser-known minerals
like Coltan and other rare earth elements—important resources in our technological age—in remote
locations such as Greenland and the Congo. Each topic contains an overview and two position essays
from different authors, thereby providing the reader with highly informative and balanced
perspectives. Reference entries accompany each topic as well, helping students to better understand
each issue. As the world hurtles into the 21st century, these natural resource issues are becoming
increasingly important, with all global citizens having a significant stake in how these conflicts arise



and play out.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: War in Europe? Thibault
Muzergues, 2022-04-19 In this highly provocative and documented book, Thibault Muzergues
describes how war in Europe is now more likely than it has been for at least the past 30 years, how it
might come back to Europe and what Europeans can do to avoid getting drawn again in fratricide
conflicts. Many consider Europe a continent of peace, with NATO guaranteeing its security and the
EU providing the political glue for a Europe Whole and Free. But what if this was not the case
anymore? What if, after a decade of crisis, today’s Europe was much more fragile than we thought?
The author challenges our assumptions about peace in Europe and forces us to face the realities of a
world that has become much more dangerous. Far from being apocalyptic, this book serves as an
advance warning to the dangers, both internal and external that are now closing in on Europe – and
suggests solutions to avoid them. This book will be key reading for those interested in European
politics and history, the European Union, security, and strategic studies, and more broadly to
current affairs and international relations.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Maritime Transport Services
in the Law of the Sea and the World Trade Organization Chuyang Liu, 2009 Since the beginnings of
international law, the law of the sea has been of paramount importance for international trade. Yet
this area of law and international trade regulations have developed as two distinct areas with little
interface with each other. As the GATT/WTO emerged in parallel to the LOS Convention since the
1970s, both bodies have made extensive efforts in international treaty making. However, the
relationship between trade regulations and the law of the sea has hardly been explored. The author
examines some key aspects of this relationship, in particular port entry, access to cargo in coastal
shipping (cabotage) and access to cargo in international shipping. The inclusion of services in WTO
law will render this relationship of great importance in the future as the agreement extensively
covers maritime transport. It is just a matter of time until the current exclusion of maritime
transport under special exemptions will be reviewed in future negotiations. The book provides the
background and a normative basis for approaching some of the problems which members of the
WTO will have to address in coming years. It also deals briefly with the problem of choice of law and
competing jurisdictions between trade law and maritime law.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Marine Geography
Barbara Bischof, 2025-02-06 Marine Geography: Ocean Space and Sense of Place offers an
innovative and comprehensive exploration of ocean spaces through the lens of geographic thought,
establishing marine geography as a unique subdiscipline. It addresses the historical neglect of
oceans in geography, providing core theories and approaches that can be applied to address
geographic issues unique to this space, such as fisheries, blue economies, coastal development and
management, mobilities and shipping, and maritime governance. Expanding traditional geographic
concepts and incorporating the more-than-human elements inherent to this space, this work tweaks
ways that geographic analysis can be applied to ocean systems in meaningful ways. This book
explores mapping techniques and lays out the physical dynamics and scientific models that provide
the contextual realities with which we engage these complex environments and explores how our
land-based perspectives shape our interactions with the marine world. It assembles the innovative
theoretical geographical frameworks being applied to address ocean spaces and provides the
building blocks for establishing an ocean point of view. Filled with practical examples and
foundational theories, this book serves as a vital resource for students, researchers, and anyone
interested in bridging the gap between marine science and geography. - Offers ways to define ocean
geographies from within contexts of ocean systems rather than a view from land that is simply
extended seaward - Establishes a strategy to adapt or reframe core theories in both human and
physical geography and proposes a start to aformal subdiscipline of marine and coastal geography -
Provides a picture of geographic features unique to ocean systems and lays the foundation for a
distinct geography of marine spaces with which to confront issues in oceans (natural resource
management, marine science and exploration, communication and trade, boundaries, governance,



etc.)
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Human Security in a
Borderless World Derek S. Reveron, 2018-04-19 To fully understand contemporary security studies,
we must move beyond the traditional focus on major national powers and big wars. Modern threats
to security include issues such as globalization, climate change, pandemic diseases, endemic
poverty, weak and failing states, transnational narcotics trafficking, piracy, and vulnerable
information systems. Human Security in a Borderless World offers a fresh, detailed examination of
these challenges that threaten human beings, their societies, and their governments today. Authors
Derek S. Reveron and Kathleen A. Mahoney-Norris provide a thought-provoking exploration of civic,
economic, environmental, maritime, health, and cyber security issues in this era of globalization,
including thorough consideration of the policy implications for the United States. They argue that
human security is now national security. This timely and engaging book is an essential text for
today's courses on security studies, foreign policy, international relations, and global issues.
Features include three special sections in each chapter that explain potential counterarguments
about the topic under consideration; explore the policy debates that dominate the area of study; and
illuminate concrete examples of security threats. Richly illustrated and accessibly written, Human
Security in a Borderless World is designed to encourage critical thinking and bring the material to
life for students.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: A Contest for Supremacy
Aaron L. Friedberg, 2011-08-15 A political scientist describes the shifting global balance of power
between China and the United States and offers a wake-up call to American leaders and
policymakers to take action to counter the growing geopolitical strength in Asia.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Environmental Regime
Effectiveness Edward L. Miles, Steinar Andresen, Elaine M. Carlin, Jon Birger Skjaerseth, Arild
Underdal, 2001-11-09 This book examines why some international environmental regimes succeed
while others fail. Confronting theory with evidence, and combining qualitative and quantitative
analysis, it compares fourteen case studies of international regimes. It considers what effectiveness
in a regime would look like, what factors might contribute to effectiveness, and how to measure the
variables. It determines that environmental regimes actually do better than the collective model of
the book predicts. The effective regimes examined involve the End of Dumping in the North Sea, Sea
Dumping of Low-Level Radioactive Waste, Management of Tuna Fisheries in the Pacific, and the
Vienna Convention and Montreal Protocol on Ozone Layer Depletion. Mixed-performance regimes
include Land-Based Pollution Control in the North Sea, the Convention on Long-Range
Transboundary Air Pollution, Satellite Telecommunication, and Management of High Seas Salmon in
the North Pacific. Ineffective regimes are the Mediterranean Action Plan, Oil Pollution from Ships at
Sea, International Trade in Endangered Species, the International Whaling Commission, and the
Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: The Subject Index to
Periodicals , 1917
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists , 1978-11 The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on
scientific and technological developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan
Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic Doomsday Clock stimulates solutions for a safer world.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: The Political Economy of
Merchant Empires James D. Tracy, 1997-09-13 This book focuses on why Europe became the
dominant economic force in global trade between 1450 and 1750.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: A Brief History of the United
States John Bach McMaster, 2019-11-25 In A Brief History of the United States, John Bach
McMaster deftly chronicles the evolution of the American nation from its colonial roots to the late
19th century. His narrative combines meticulous research with a compelling prose style that makes
history engaging and accessible. McMaster's work is positioned within the context of 19th-century



historiography, characterized by a focus on national identity and moral clarity, as he interweaves
political, economic, and social themes to present a cohesive understanding of the American
experience. The book captures the complexities of key events and figures, enriching readers'
understanding of the formative moments that shaped the country. John Bach McMaster, a notable
historian and educator, devoted much of his life to the study of American history, profoundly
influenced by the turbulent social and political changes of his time. His background in academia and
his role as a professor at several institutions allowed him to engage deeply with the sources and
narratives that would inform his writing. McMaster's passion for presenting history as a living
tapestry resonates throughout the book, shaped by his belief in the importance of understanding the
past to inform the present. This work is highly recommended for anyone seeking a concise yet
thorough overview of U.S. history, offering insights that are both enlightening and
thought-provoking. Whether you're a student, a history enthusiast, or a casual reader, McMaster'Äôs
historical narrative will not only enrich your knowledge but also empower you to connect the past
with the present.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: Maritime Disputes and
International Law Constantinos Yiallourides, 2019-05-20 The settlement of the maritime boundary
disputes between China and Japan in the East China Sea, and between Greece and Turkey in the
Aegean Sea, is politically deadlocked. While diplomatic settlement efforts have been ongoing for the
past several decades, neither side in each case appears prepared to back down from its respective
maritime and territorial claims. Several incidents at sea have occurred, prompting diplomatic
protests, military standoffs, even exchange of fire. The existing status quo is inherently unstable and
does not favour either side to the extent that it holds hostage the multiple benefits that could
otherwise be generated from the exploitation of the seabed energy and mineral resources in the
disputed waters, creating an urgent need for a meaningful discussion on finding a practical way
forward. This monograph undertakes a comprehensive analysis of these disputes based on the rules
and principles of international law, critically evaluating possible institutional designs of inter-State
cooperation over seabed activities in disputed maritime areas and makes recommendations for the
prospect of realising joint development regimes in the East China Sea and the Aegean to coordinate
the exploration for and exploitation of resources without having resorted previously to boundary
delimitation settlement.
  economic causes of maritime exploration by european states: An Economic History of
Portugal, 1143–2010 Leonor Freire Costa, Pedro Lains, Susana Münch Miranda, 2016-05-03 A
fascinating exploration of the evolution of the Portuguese economy over the course of eight
centuries, from 1143 to 2010.
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