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bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma
offers a fresh and enlightening perspective on the grand narrative of
Scripture through the lens of Catholic theology. For many Catholics and
seekers alike, understanding salvation history—the unfolding story of God’s
saving work in human history—can sometimes feel daunting or abstract. John
Bergsma’s approach breaks down complex biblical themes with clarity, inviting
readers into a deeper appreciation of how the Bible tells one continuous
story centered on Jesus Christ.

If you’ve ever wanted to grasp salvation history more vividly, or to see how
the Old and New Testaments connect in the Catholic tradition, Bergsma’s
insights serve as a valuable guide. His work encourages readers to explore
biblical basics with renewed enthusiasm, revealing how the Scriptures narrate
a divine plan for humanity’s redemption.

Understanding Salvation History: The Heart of
Bible Basics for Catholics

At the core of Catholic biblical teaching lies the concept of salvation
history—a timeline of God’s interaction with humanity, culminating in the
person and work of Jesus Christ. Unlike a mere collection of stories or moral
lessons, salvation history presents a purposeful sequence of events where God
reveals Himself and offers salvation.

John Bergsma’s new picture of salvation history highlights this unfolding
plan with an accessible structure. He emphasizes how key moments in the Old
Testament foreshadow and prepare for the coming of Christ in the New
Testament. This approach helps Catholics see the Bible not as fragmented
books but as a unified story of redemption.

The Big Picture: From Creation to New Creation

One of Bergsma’s strengths is framing salvation history from the very
beginning—creation. The Bible starts with God creating a perfect world and
humanity designed in His image. However, the narrative quickly introduces the
reality of sin and separation from God, which sets the stage for the need for



salvation.

Throughout the Old Testament, God initiates covenants with figures like Noah,
Abraham, Moses, and David. Each covenant builds upon the previous one,
gradually revealing God’s plan for a Messiah who will restore humanity’s
original holiness and justice.

Bergsma carefully traces this progression, showing how the New Testament
fulfills these promises in Jesus, who inaugurates the “new creation” by
conquering sin and death through His death and resurrection.

How John Bergsma’s Approach Enhances Bible
Basics for Catholics

For Catholics eager to deepen their scriptural understanding, Bergsma’s
teaching offers several unique benefits that enrich traditional Bible study.

1. Linking Old Testament Typology with New Testament
Fulfillment

Typology is a method of interpreting the Bible where events, persons, or
institutions in the Old Testament prefigure realities fulfilled in Christ and
the Church. Bergsma excels at illuminating these connections, helping readers
appreciate why figures like Adam, Moses, and David are more than historical
characters—they are “types” pointing toward Jesus.

For example, Adam is often called the “first man,” but Bergsma underscores
how Jesus is the “new Adam,” undoing the damage caused by the original sin.
Recognizing these patterns strengthens one’s grasp of salvation history and
the continuity between the Testaments.

2. Emphasizing the Biblical Covenants as Milestones

Understanding the covenants God makes throughout Scripture is essential for
any Catholic studying the Bible. Bergsma’s framework clearly outlines how
each covenant represents a new stage in God’s plan:

- Noahic Covenant: God’s promise never to destroy the earth by flood again.
- Abrahamic Covenant: The promise of descendants and land, founding the
people of God.
- Mosaic Covenant: The giving of the Law to guide Israel’s holiness.
- Davidic Covenant: The promise of a king whose kingdom will last forever.
- New Covenant: Fulfilled in Jesus, establishing a kingdom not of this world
with salvation for all.



By highlighting these, Bergsma helps Catholics see how salvation history is a
progressive revelation moving toward Christ.

3. Integrating Catholic Tradition and Scripture

One of the beauties of Bergsma’s approach is his harmony between Scripture
and Catholic tradition. He draws on the Church Fathers, Magisterial
teachings, and liturgical practices to enrich the biblical narrative. This
integration reassures Catholics that their faith is deeply rooted in the Word
of God, interpreted within the living tradition of the Church.

For instance, his explanations often reference the Eucharist as the
fulfillment of Old Testament sacrifices, or the Church as the new Israel,
showing how biblical events continue to bear fruit in Catholic life today.

Practical Tips for Engaging with Bible Basics
for Catholics

If you’re inspired by John Bergsma’s new picture of salvation history and
want to deepen your study, here are some practical ways to engage with the
material:

1. Read with a Salvation History Timeline in Mind

Try to visualize the Bible as a timeline where each book and event fits into
God’s unfolding plan. This mindset helps you connect seemingly isolated
stories into one cohesive narrative of redemption.

2. Use a Catholic Study Bible or Companion Resources

Study Bibles like the Catholic Study Bible or the Ignatius Catholic Study
Bible often include helpful notes on typology, covenant theology, and Church
teachings, which complement Bergsma’s insights.

3. Reflect on the Liturgical Calendar

The Church’s liturgical year follows the salvation history narrative—from
Advent (awaiting Christ’s coming) to Easter (celebrating His resurrection)
and Pentecost (the birth of the Church). Participating in the liturgy can
deepen your understanding of biblical events as living realities.



4. Join Bible Study Groups Focused on Salvation
History

Many Catholic parishes and online communities offer programs based on
salvation history themes. Engaging with others helps clarify difficult
concepts and offers diverse perspectives.

The Impact of a New Picture of Salvation
History on Catholic Faith

Embracing John Bergsma’s new picture of salvation history does more than just
inform—it transforms how Catholics live their faith. When the Bible’s grand
narrative becomes clear, Scripture reading turns into a personal encounter
with God’s ongoing work in the world.

This perspective encourages believers to see their own lives as part of
salvation history, called to participate in God’s redemptive plan. It also
fosters a deeper love for the Mass, the sacraments, and the Church, all
understood as means through which Christ’s saving work continues.

Furthermore, learning Bible basics for Catholics in this way equips believers
to witness their faith more confidently. Understanding the unity of Scripture
and the fulfillment of God’s promises in Christ strengthens apologetics and
enriches spiritual conversations.

---

Whether you’re a longtime Catholic or someone exploring the faith, John
Bergsma’s approach to salvation history invites you into a vibrant, living
story. By connecting biblical events with Catholic teaching, he paints a new
picture of the Bible that is both accessible and profound—one that reveals
God’s unfailing love and the hope found in Jesus Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Bible Basics for
Catholics: A New Picture of Salvation History' by
John Bergsma?
The book focuses on presenting salvation history from a Catholic perspective,
emphasizing the overarching narrative of the Bible and how it reveals God's
plan for humanity's salvation.



How does John Bergsma structure the timeline of
salvation history in 'Bible Basics for Catholics'?
Bergsma structures salvation history around key covenants and events, such as
creation, the fall, the covenant with Abraham, the Exodus, the Davidic
kingdom, the prophets, and ultimately the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

Does 'Bible Basics for Catholics' by John Bergsma
align with Catholic teaching and tradition?
Yes, the book is written specifically for Catholics and aligns with Catholic
teaching, incorporating Church tradition, the Catechism, and magisterial
documents to explain biblical narratives and their significance in salvation
history.

What makes John Bergsma's approach to salvation
history unique in 'Bible Basics for Catholics'?
Bergsma combines scholarly biblical insights with accessible explanations,
using typology and covenant theology to show how Old Testament events
foreshadow New Testament realities, providing readers with a cohesive
understanding of salvation history.

Is 'Bible Basics for Catholics' suitable for
beginners or those new to biblical studies?
Yes, the book is designed to be accessible to beginners, including Catholics
who want to deepen their understanding of the Bible and salvation history,
presenting complex theological concepts in clear and engaging language.

Additional Resources
Bible Basics for Catholics: A New Picture of Salvation History by John
Bergsma

bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma
offers a fresh and insightful approach to understanding the grand narrative
of Scripture through the lens of Catholic theology. John Bergsma, a respected
biblical scholar and theologian, presents a compelling reinterpretation of
salvation history that seeks to bridge traditional Catholic teachings with
accessible biblical study. This work is increasingly recognized for its
clarity, scholarly depth, and pastoral sensitivity, making it a valuable
resource both for lay Catholics and catechists aiming to deepen their grasp
of the Bible’s message.

In exploring "Bible Basics for Catholics: A New Picture of Salvation



History," it’s essential to understand how Bergsma’s methodology differs from
conventional biblical commentaries. Rather than isolating individual books or
passages, Bergsma weaves a cohesive storyline that highlights God’s
progressive revelation and covenantal promises throughout the Bible. His
approach aligns with the Catholic emphasis on sacred tradition and
magisterial interpretation while inviting readers to engage with Scripture in
a holistic and historically grounded manner.

John Bergsma’s Approach to Salvation History

At the heart of Bergsma’s work lies a narrative-driven framework that
interprets the Bible as a unified story of God’s plan for humanity. He
emphasizes salvation history as a series of divine covenants, starting from
creation and culminating in the person and mission of Jesus Christ. This
thematic structure reflects the Catholic understanding that Scripture is not
merely a collection of ancient texts but a living testament to God’s ongoing
relationship with His people.

Bergsma skillfully integrates biblical archaeology, historical context, and
theological insight to enrich readers’ comprehension. For example, he
elucidates how Old Testament covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David
each build upon one another, setting the stage for the New Covenant
established by Christ. This layered perspective helps Catholics appreciate
the continuity and fulfillment present in the biblical narrative.

Distinctive Features of Bergsma’s Interpretation

One notable feature of "Bible Basics for Catholics" is Bergsma’s commitment
to making Scripture accessible without compromising academic rigor. His use
of clear language and structured outlines aids readers who may be unfamiliar
with biblical scholarship, while still offering depth for more advanced
students. This balance is particularly important for catechesis, where
understanding foundational biblical themes is crucial.

Additionally, Bergsma’s work incorporates the Church’s teachings on sacred
Scripture, including references to the Catechism and papal documents. This
integration reaffirms the Catholic principle that Scripture and Tradition
complement each other, promoting a faith-filled reading that respects
ecclesial authority.

Contextualizing Salvation History within
Catholic Tradition

Understanding salvation history through Bergsma’s perspective also requires



situating it within the broader context of Catholic doctrine. The Church has
long emphasized the centrality of Christ as the fulfillment of God’s
promises, a theme that Bergsma highlights with clarity and precision. His
narrative approach encourages believers to see their faith journey as part of
this divine history, fostering a deeper spiritual connection.

Bergsma’s portrayal of salvation history also illuminates the role of the
sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, as tangible manifestations of God’s
covenantal love. By connecting biblical events to liturgical practices, he
underscores the living reality of salvation history in the life of the Church
today.

Comparisons with Other Biblical Studies

When compared to other popular Catholic Bible studies, "Bible Basics for
Catholics" stands out for its systematic presentation of salvation history.
While many works focus heavily on either the Old or New Testament, Bergsma’s
comprehensive narrative bridges both testaments seamlessly. This holistic
approach is reminiscent of the narrative theology favored by scholars like
Scott Hahn, but Bergsma’s emphasis on covenantal progression adds a
distinctive analytical dimension.

Furthermore, Bergsma’s background as a former Protestant who embraced
Catholicism lends his work a unique ecumenical sensitivity. This perspective
allows him to address common misunderstandings about Catholic biblical
interpretation and foster dialogue across Christian traditions.

Practical Applications for Catechesis and
Personal Study

For catechists and educators, Bergsma’s "Bible Basics for Catholics" offers a
structured yet engaging curriculum that can be adapted for various learning
environments. The emphasis on salvation history provides a natural framework
for teaching the faith, enabling learners to grasp complex theological
concepts through a narrative lens.

Clear thematic divisions: The book segments salvation history into
manageable stages, making it easier to plan lessons and discussions.

Integration of Scripture and Tradition: References to Church documents
reinforce doctrinal accuracy.

Use of visuals and charts: Bergsma often employs graphic aids that help
visualize covenantal relationships and biblical timelines.



Accessible language: The writing style invites readers from diverse
backgrounds without sacrificing scholarly integrity.

On a personal study level, readers can benefit from Bergsma’s method by
developing a more coherent biblical worldview. Recognizing the Bible as a
unified story encourages ongoing reflection and spiritual growth, which
aligns with the Catholic emphasis on lifelong faith formation.

Potential Limitations and Critiques

While "Bible Basics for Catholics" has been widely praised, some critics
point out that Bergsma’s reliance on a covenantal framework might
oversimplify the multifaceted nature of biblical texts. The focus on linear
progression can sometimes underrepresent the rich diversity of genres,
voices, and theological themes present in Scripture.

Additionally, readers seeking a more devotional or mystical approach to the
Bible might find the scholarly tone less engaging. However, for those
prioritizing doctrinal clarity and historical context, Bergsma’s work remains
a valuable tool.

Enhancing Catholic Biblical Literacy with
Bergsma’s Insights

In an age where biblical literacy is often fragmented, "Bible Basics for
Catholics: A New Picture of Salvation History" by John Bergsma serves as a
vital resource that reorients Catholics towards the big picture of God’s
salvific plan. By combining rigorous scholarship with pastoral sensitivity,
Bergsma invites readers to rediscover the Bible not just as a religious text
but as the living story of salvation unfolding through history.

His work encourages a deeper engagement with Scripture that resonates with
the Church’s mission to evangelize and catechize effectively. For Catholics
seeking to anchor their faith in a solid biblical foundation, Bergsma’s fresh
portrayal of salvation history offers a compelling and enriching pathway.

Bible Basics For Catholics A New Picture Of Salvation History
John Bergsma

  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Bible Basics
for Catholics John Bergsma, 2015-10-02 John Bergsma’s popular Bible Basics for Catholics, which
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has sold more than 60,000 copies, offers readers an accessible vision of salvation history as it
unfolds in the Bible, showing readers how the Bible points us to the saving life and work of Jesus.
This new edition includes an additional chapter on covenant fulfillment in the Book of Revelation.
Bergsma brings to his theology a combination of academic expertise, pastoral wisdom, and unique
playfulness. Bible Basics for Catholics is based on Bergsma’s popular Introduction to Theology
course at Steubenville. As a teacher, Bergsma has an uncanny ability to make complex ideas
understandable and faith-inspiring while staying true to both Catholic teaching and biblical
scholarship. Readers will begin to see the Christian understanding of salvation by walking through
the Old Testament, going through the great stories of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Moses, the
great kings and prophets of Israel, and culminating in the person and work of Jesus Christ.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Psalm Basics
for Catholics John Bergsma, 2018-03-30 In his third back-to-basics look at the Bible, popular
theology professor and bestselling Catholic author and speaker John Bergsma highlights the
presence of Jesus in the psalms and helps us understand their meaning in light of the story of
salvation. Bergsma employs the same conversational style and simple illustrations found in Bible
Basics for Catholics and New Testament Basics for Catholics to help bridge the gap between the
world of contemporary Catholics and the ancient world of the Bible.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Love Basics for
Catholics John Bergsma, 2023-03-10 Winner of a honorable mention award in the popular scripture
studies category from the Catholic Media Association. When you begin to see the Bible as a book of
love, it will change the way you view love, sex, marriage, family, and your personal relationship with
God. Walk with popular scripture scholar John Bergsma from the creation of Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden to the wedding between the Lamb and the New Jerusalem in the Book of Revelation
to learn how marriage in the Bible represents the love between God and his people. Bergsma focuses
on what nine biblical marriages tell us about God’s relationship with us. These stories include: Adam
and Eve—who show us that marriage is the culmination of all creation and that marriage can be an
image of the Trinity; Ruth and Boaz—who display the tenderness and virtue of a marriage; Solomon
and his bride in the Song of Songs—who illustrate a positive, healthy view of the body and physical
beauty; and Jesus as Bridegroom of his people, the Church. Using his popular, whimsical stick-figure
illustrations and engaging style, Bergsma helps us understand scripture and salvation history in a
unique, memorable way. He also provides insight into Church teachings on marriage and
relationships—such as monogamy, the single life, the Sacrament of Matrimony, and Jesus’s words
about divorce—to show how these teachings come from the love God shares with his people through
the covenants in scripture.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Psalm Basics
for Catholics John Bergsma, 2018-03-16 In his third back-to-basics look at the Bible, popular
theology professor and bestselling Catholic author and speaker John Bergsma highlights the
presence of Jesus in the psalms and helps us understand their meaning in light of the story of
salvation. Bergsma employs the same conversational style and simple illustrations found in Bible
Basics for Catholics and New Testament Basics for Catholics to help bridge the gap between the
world of contemporary Catholics and the ancient world of the Bible. In Psalm Basics for Catholics,
John Bergsma introduces us to King David, the story of Israel, and the salvation of the Jewish people
through the coming of Jesus. For more than two thousand years, Christians have sung, chanted, and
prayed the psalms, a practice of worship inherited from our Jewish ancestors in faith. Whether
prayed during Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, or in personal reflection, these ancient hymns
continue to be a guiding light for Catholics. Yet rarely do we step back and look at how the psalms fit
into the story of salvation revealed in the Bible the way Bergsma does here. Bergsma also addresses
common questions about the psalms, including Do the psalms really predict Jesus? What do we make
of the so-called curse psalms? Why do we pray the psalms in the Liturgy of the Hours? How do I read
and pray the psalms? Bergsma's insightful, practical examination of the psalms helps Catholics see
how their promise is fulfilled in Christ.



  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Unleashing
the Power of Scripture Mark Hart, 2017-03-01 In his entertaining and engaging style, Mark Hart
(also known as The Bible Geek) shows readers why Scripture should be central to our life with the
Lord. When we become immersed in Scripture, he says, we allow it—not the secular culture—to form
our minds and hearts. In the story of the Bible, we find our own story as we discover how much God
loves us and desires to save us and dwell among us. This book also considers the place of Scripture
in the liturgy, introduces the practice of lectio divina, the prayerful reading of Scripture, and shows
how the Scriptures connect to the sacraments.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: The Catholic
Faith Explained Michel Therrien, 2020-03-19 Written for believers and others seeking to know the
faith of Catholics better, this simple, straightforward introduction presents the basics of what the
Church teaches about God and explains why believing in Him is important.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: The Decline
and Fall of Sacred Scripture: How the Bible Became a Secular Book Scott Hahn, Benjamin
Wiker, 2021-05-07 What is wrong with Scripture scholarship today? Why is it that the last place one
should go to study the Bible is a biblical studies program at virtually any university? Why are so
many faithful priests and pastors, and the people in their pews, unaware of the centuries-long effort
to turn the sacred Word of God into just another secular text? In The Decline and Fall of Sacred
Scripture: How the Bible Became a Secular Book, authors Scott Hahn and Benjamin Wiker trace the
various malformations of Scripture scholarship that have led to a devastating loss of trust in the
inspired Word of God. From the Reformation to the Enlightenment and beyond, Hahn and Wiker
sketch the revolutions and radical figures that led to the emergence of the historical-critical method
and the pervasive ill effects that are still being felt today.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Foundations
for Discipleship FOCUS, 2020-12-15 There’s a lot of talk about Missionary Discipleship. But how do
you practically live it? Foundations for Discipleship is not simply a book you read. It’s a tool you use
to form and accompany others on their journey as Christian disciples. For use with small groups or
individuals, these captivating articles provide the roadmap for training in the basic skills of Christian
living and evangelization, including: How to live “The Little Way of Evangelization” How to
accompany others on the journey of “Win,” “Build,” and “Send” How to help others grow in prayer,
Eucharistic devotion, Christian friendship, and care for the poor How to share the Gospel and your
testimony How to deepen one’s own interior life, from which all evangelization flows How to invite
others into mission This book is a toolbox for leaders who want to walk with others in discipleship. If
you read it by yourself, it might change your life; if you use it to lead others, you might change the
world.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Many Roads
Lead Eastward Robert D. Miller II, OFS, 2016-10-27 Is there a gap between the academic study of
the Bible and the work of theologians? What lies behind this gap? And most important, how have
biblical scholars tried to bridge the gap with hermeneutical methods? This book addresses the
exegesis vs. theology impasse and categorizes the most important attempts to bridge it over the past
century, especially those of the last decades. These attempts are assessed and evaluated so that
readers can see the philosophies undergirding each and the potential each has for a true theological
interpretation of the Bible.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Five Models
of Scripture Mark Reasoner, 2021-08-24 “To relish the feast that is Scripture, we need to use
multiple models.” A Christian never gains all that Scripture offers by reading it with just one
approach. Yet too often this is attempted—whether through an academic obsession with the
historical-critical method or through a consumerist approach that seeks only the motivation of the
moment. Mark Reasoner broadens the options for scriptural engagement by describing five models
of Scripture: documents, stories, prayers, laws, and oracles. To illustrate each, he uses examples
from throughout the history of interpretation. While he concedes that certain books of the Bible will



naturally lend themselves to particular models, Reasoner shows how an appreciation for all five will
enrich one’s scriptural insights while also bridging divides between the various branches of the
Christian family. In addition to the five models, Reasoner surveys Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant
constructions of the biblical canon and addresses specific issues relevant to their respective
interpretations of Scripture, including scriptural metanarratives, the use of the Bible in Christian
worship, and the principle of sola Scriptura. Through it all, Reasoner remains unequivocally focused
on his goal: “to help readers grow in their love for Scripture in ways that will help them plant this
love in those to whom they minister.”
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: 2015 U.S.
Higher Education Faculty Awards, Vol. 1 Faculty Awards, 2015-11-30 FacultyAwards.org is the
first and only university awards program in the United States based on faculty peer evaluation.
Faculty Awards was created to recognize outstanding faculty members (as viewed by their Faculty
peers) at colleges and universities across the United States. Faculty members voted through the
2014-2015 academic year for their peers at their academic departments and schools within a
number of categories. Access to FacultyAwards.org to nominate and vote for Faculty was limited to
university professors or faculty members at accredited U.S. institution of higher education. Faculty
members were nominated and voted for by other faculty members in their own academic
departments and schools. We strove to maintain an accurate peer-review process. Voting was not
open to students or the public at large. In addition, faculty members voted for educators only at their
own college or university. Winners for the 2014-2015 academic year, in all departments and colleges
across U.S. institutions of higher education were announced in March 2015 and are permanently
archived at FacultyAwards.org, as well as recognized in this 2015 print edition of the Faculty
Awards Compendium. For the academic year 2014-2015 votes were cast to nominate and vote for
Faculty members, and no self-voting was allowed, to assure the integrity of the whole process. This
volume of the Faculty Awards Compendium includes Faculty awardees within Fine Arts, Humanities,
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences Disciplines for the 2014-2015 academic year. A total of 1608
winning Faculty members in 584 higher education institutions were determined after tallying the
votes. We would like to thank all Faculty members who participated in the voting process and to
wish all the Faculty awardees continued success in their academic endeavors. We look forward to
resuming the voting process for the 2015-2016 academic year awards.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Yes, There is a
God John Bergsma, 2017-07-03 How many times have you wanted to convey to someone the joy and
excitement of the basic gospel message—but stumbled in the process? Here is a book that explains
the kerygma—the proclamation of the gospel—in a simple way. Dr. Bergsma, a professor at
Franciscan University and noted biblical scholar, uses both words and illustrations to tell the story of
the Bible. In this short book, he brings the gospel to life for believers and nonbelievers alike.
Readers will want to buy multiple copies of this book to give away to friends and family so that they
can truly understand the amazing good news of what God has done for us in Christ Jesus.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: New
Testament Basics for Catholics John Bergsma, 2015-10-02 Award-winning author and theology
professor John Bergsma follows up his popular Bible Basics for Catholics—which has sold more than
60,000 copies—with a more in-depth look at the New Testament. Using simple illustrations and the
same clear, conversational style that characterized his earlier book, Bergsma introduces four of the
most important writers in the New Testament: Matthew, Luke, Paul, and John. With humor and
simple illustrations, theology professor John Bergsma focuses on Matthew, Luke, Paul, and John,
whose writings comprise about 90 percent of the New Testament. The gospel of Matthew, written
for Jewish Christians, illuminates the life and teachings of Christ as the long-promised Messiah. In
Luke's gospel, readers will delve into the infancy and Triduum narratives, as well as the Acts of the
Apostles and the life of the early Church. This leads the reader to discover St. Paul and his first and
arguably greatest theological treatise: Romans. Finally, “the beloved apostle” St. John draws us in to
the unsurpassed beauty of the fourth gospel, as well as the most mysterious book of the New



Testament: the book of Revelation. A concluding chapter offers suggestions for further study.
Intended as an introductory work for those who are new to scripture study, New Testament Basics
for Catholics does not aspire to be a comprehensive guide to all twenty-seven books of the New
Testament, but is intended to lay the foundation for a lifetime of scripture reading.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Foundations
for Discipleship, Spanish Curtis Martin, Edward Sri, 2023-01-30 Se habla mucho del Discipulado
Misionero. Pero ¿cómo lo vivimos prácticamente? Fundamentos para el discipulado no es
simplemente un libro para leer. Es una herramienta para formar y acompañar a otros en su camino
como discípulos cristianos. Para usar con grupos pequeños o individuos, estos cautivadores artículos
brindan una guía para la capacitación en las habilidades básicas de la vida cristiana y la
evangelización, que incluyen: Cómo vivir El Caminito de la Evangelización Cómo acompañar a otros
en el caminar de Atraer, Formar y Enviar Cómo ayudar a otros a crecer en la oración, la devoción
eucarística, las amistades cristianas y el cuidado de los pobres Cómo compartir el Evangelio y tu
testimonio Cómoo profundizar en la propia vida interior, de la que brota toda evangelización Cómo
invitar a otros a la misión Este libro es una caja de herramientas para los líderes que quieren
acompañar a otros en el discipulado. Si lo lees por ti mismo, puede cambiar tu vida; si lo usas para
guiar a otros, podrías cambiar el mundo.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Declínio e
queda das Sagradas Escrituras Scott Hahn, Benjamin Wiker, 2025-07-15 Quando se desmoronam os
fundamentos, que pode fazer o justo? — Sl 11, 3 Vivemos numa era em que praticamente todos os
aspectos da vida humana foram absorvidos por disputas ideológicas. Mas e se a própria Bíblia — por
séculos o coração espiritual da civilização ocidental — também tiver sido politizada? Quando o texto
sagrado passa a ser lido como um artefato humano, desprovido de inspiração divina, perde-se não
apenas a fé em suas verdades, mas também os alicerces morais que sustentaram toda uma cultura. A
substituição da Escritura por métodos críticos e visões céticas abriu um abismo profundo entre o
mundo moderno e o cristianismo histórico, ecoando com inquietante atualidade a pergunta do
salmista: Quando se desmoronam os fundamentos, que pode fazer o justo?. Scott Hahn e Benjamin
Wiker traçam a surpreendente origem desse processo, revelando como a politização da Bíblia
começou ainda no século XIV, muito antes da ciência moderna, e culminou na descristianização da
cultura contemporânea. Com clareza e profundidade, os autores desmontam os pressupostos da
crítica bíblica moderna e convidam o leitor a reencontrar a Sagrada Escritura como ela sempre foi:
palavra viva de Deus, fundamento da verdadeira teologia e farol para uma civilização que busca
reencontrar seu caminho.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: The Bible and
Marriage (A Catholic Biblical Theology of the Sacraments) John S. Bergsma, 2024-11-05 The
Catholic Biblical Theology of the Sacraments series provides readers with a deeper appreciation of
God's gifts and call in the sacraments through a renewed encounter with God's Word. In The Bible
and Marriage, leading Catholic teacher and popular speaker John Bergsma offers a biblical theology
of marriage rooted in the Old and New Testaments that will be interesting and informative to the
church catholic. This book shows the biblical basis for the teaching that marriage is a sacrament. It
provides lay teachers with background and depth on a topic taught frequently in the parish, making
it suitable for classroom use and parish ministry. Series editors Timothy C. Gray and John Sehorn
teach at the Augustine Institute Graduate School of Theology. Gray is also president of the
Augustine Institute.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: The Bible and
Marriage John S. Bergsma, 2022-08-16 The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture series has
proven widely successful, with series volumes having sold over 250,000 copies. Designed to
complement the CCSS, this new series on the seven Sacraments provides readers with a deeper
appreciation of God's gifts and call in the Sacraments through a renewed encounter with God's
Word. Leading Catholic teacher and popular speaker John Bergsma offers a biblical theology of
marriage rooted in the Old and New Testaments that will be interesting and informative to the



church catholic. This book shows the biblical basis for the teaching that marriage is a sacrament. It
provides lay teachers with background and depth on topics taught frequently in the parish, making it
suitable for classroom use and parish ministry. The series editors are Timothy C. Gray and John
Sehorn. Gray is president of the Augustine Institute, which has one million subscribers to its online
content channel, Formed.org. Gray and Sehorn both teach at the Augustine Institute Graduate
School of Theology, which prepares students for Christian mission through on-campus and distance
education programs.
  bible basics for catholics a new picture of salvation history john bergsma: Bible Basics
for Catholics (Expanded Edition) John Bergsma, Timothy P O'Malley, McGrath Institute for Church
Life, 2025-10-31 An easy-to-read, straightforward, and thorough look at the big picture of salvation
history. Do you feel overwhelmed by or guilty for not knowing the Bible better? Bible Basics for
Catholics by award-winning scripture professor John Bergsma is here to change that. With more
than 120,000 copies sold and 700-plus five-star Amazon reviews, this bestselling guide offers a clear,
concise, and easy-to-understand walk through salvation history--from Adam and Eve to Jesus
Christ--providing valuable insights to help you see how God's love story unfolds in scripture.
Drawing from his popular Principles of Biblical Study course at Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Bergsma blends academic expertise, pastoral wisdom, and an unmistakable sense of
humor to make complex ideas easy to understand--and even fun! This new and expanded edition
features all of the original stick figures and drawings readers everywhere have come to know and
love while adding new features that are especially useful in sharing this powerful message with your
small group, parish, classroom, or family. Whether you're exploring the Bible on your own or leading
others in study, this edition offers valuable tools to deepen your understanding and faith. New
features include: Chapter-by-chapter study questions Seven-week program for small groups
Companion videos for deeper understanding Don't let uncertainty about scripture hold you back.
Discover the big picture of God's love for his people and learn how this story becomes your
own--helping you live out your Catholic faith with greater confidence and joy.
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