
baltasar and blimunda jose saramago
Baltasar and Blimunda by José Saramago: A Deep Dive into Love, History, and Magic

baltasar and blimunda jose saramago is a phrase that instantly brings to mind one of
the most enchanting novels by the renowned Portuguese author José Saramago. This
work, often hailed as a masterpiece of historical fiction, weaves together themes of love,
faith, politics, and the supernatural in a manner that is both captivating and thought-
provoking. If you’ve ever been curious about what makes "Baltasar and Blimunda" a
standout in Saramago’s literary career or how it reflects Portuguese culture and history,
this article will guide you through its core aspects, providing insights into its narrative,
characters, and underlying messages.

Understanding the Essence of Baltasar and
Blimunda José Saramago

At its heart, "Baltasar and Blimunda" is more than just a historical novel; it is a profound
exploration of human connection and the bounds of imagination. Set in 18th-century
Portugal during the construction of the Convent of Mafra, the story follows the lives of two
extraordinary individuals—Baltasar, a soldier with a missing hand, and Blimunda, a
woman with the supernatural ability to see inside people’s souls. Their love story unfolds
amidst the backdrop of political intrigue, religious fervor, and social change.

The Historical Context: The Convent of Mafra

The novel is deeply rooted in a real historical event—the building of the massive Convent
and Palace of Mafra, commissioned by King João V. Saramago uses this monumental
construction project as a symbol of the era’s ambition and the intersection of power,
religion, and human labor. The convent’s construction involved thousands of workers,
representing the exploitation and hardship of the common people during that period.

By situating the narrative here, Saramago not only grounds the story in a tangible time
and place but also critiques the forces that shape society. The grandiosity of the convent
contrasts sharply with the intimate and often painful experiences of the characters,
highlighting disparities in power and human dignity.

Exploring the Characters: Baltasar and Blimunda

Baltasar, a former soldier, is a man marked by loss and resilience. Having lost his right
hand in war, he embodies sacrifice and endurance. Blimunda, on the other hand, is a
mystical figure with the rare gift of “seeing inside” people’s souls—a metaphor for insight
and empathy. Their relationship is tender but complex, blending realism with magical
elements that give the story a unique flavor.



Their love transcends the ordinary, symbolizing hope and spiritual freedom in a world
often constrained by rigid structures. Together, they embark on a quest involving the
enigmatic inventor Father Bartolomeu Lourenço de Gusmão, who aspires to create a flying
machine. This subplot introduces themes of innovation and the pursuit of dreams against
overwhelming odds.

Thematic Richness in Baltasar and Blimunda

José Saramago’s storytelling is layered with themes that resonate beyond the historical
setting, making the novel relevant to modern readers.

Love and Spirituality

The relationship between Baltasar and Blimunda is not just a romantic tale; it is deeply
spiritual. Blimunda’s ability to see souls is symbolic of an inner vision that goes beyond
superficial appearances. Their love represents a form of rebellion against societal norms
and a search for a deeper connection with life and the divine.

Power, Religion, and Oppression

Through the depiction of the convent’s construction and the involvement of the Catholic
Church, the novel critiques the intertwining of religious authority and political power.
Saramago exposes the exploitation inherent in such systems and invites readers to
question accepted truths.

Magic Realism and Imagination

Baltasar and Blimunda is often celebrated for its use of magic realism—a literary style that
blends fantastical elements with realistic narrative. Blimunda’s supernatural vision and
the flying machine project infuse the story with wonder, challenging the limits of what is
possible and inviting readers to imagine new realities.

José Saramago’s Writing Style and Its Impact

Saramago’s distinctive prose is a hallmark of "Baltasar and Blimunda." His sentences often
flow in long, winding structures with minimal punctuation, mimicking natural speech and
thought patterns. This style demands attentive reading but rewards with a rhythmic and
immersive experience.

Moreover, Saramago’s narrative voice often breaks the fourth wall, addressing readers
directly or commenting on historical events and literary conventions. This playful yet



profound approach adds layers to the reading experience, making the novel both
intellectually stimulating and emotionally engaging.

Why This Book Matters in Portuguese Literature

"Baltasar and Blimunda" is a cornerstone of contemporary Portuguese literature. It
showcases Saramago’s ability to blend history, mythology, and philosophy, bringing
Portuguese culture and history to an international audience. The novel’s translation into
multiple languages and its critical acclaim, including Saramago’s Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1998, underscore its global significance.

Tips for Reading Baltasar and Blimunda

If you’re planning to read this novel, here are some helpful suggestions to enhance your
experience:

Be patient with the prose: Saramago’s unique writing style can take some getting
used to, but it rewards close attention.

Research the historical background: Knowing about 18th-century Portugal and
the Convent of Mafra provides valuable context.

Embrace the magic realism: Don’t hesitate to suspend disbelief and enjoy the
mystical elements as metaphors for deeper truths.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how love, power, and spirituality intersect in the
story and what they mean in today’s world.

The Legacy of Baltasar and Blimunda in Modern
Culture

Beyond the pages of the novel, "Baltasar and Blimunda" has inspired various adaptations
and discussions. Its rich narrative has made it a popular subject in academic circles,
particularly in studies of postmodern literature and Portuguese cultural identity.

The novel’s exploration of human resilience, creativity, and love continues to resonate,
influencing writers, artists, and readers worldwide. Its blend of history and imagination
offers a timeless reflection on the human condition, making it a source of inspiration
across generations.

In the end, "Baltasar and Blimunda" by José Saramago stands as a testament to the power



of storytelling to illuminate the past and enrich the present. Whether you are drawn by its
historical depth, its magical realism, or its profound exploration of love and humanity, this
novel offers a journey well worth taking.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Baltasar and Blimunda in José Saramago's
novel?
Baltasar and Blimunda are the two main characters in José Saramago's novel 'Baltasar and
Blimunda.' Baltasar is a soldier and marksman, while Blimunda possesses the mystical
ability to see inside people and objects, often referred to as having 'the gift.'

What is the central theme of 'Baltasar and Blimunda' by
José Saramago?
The novel explores themes of love, faith, power, and the intersection of the mystical and
the political, set against the backdrop of 18th-century Portugal during the construction of
the Convent of Mafra.

How does José Saramago portray the relationship
between Baltasar and Blimunda?
Saramago portrays their relationship as deeply spiritual and transformative, emphasizing
mutual support, love, and shared resistance against oppressive societal structures.

What historical event is depicted in 'Baltasar and
Blimunda'?
The novel is set during the early 18th century and centers around the construction of the
Convent of Mafra in Portugal, a massive architectural project commissioned by King João
V.

What is the significance of the 'flying machine' in the
novel?
The flying machine, built by the priest Bartolomeu Lourenço de Gusmão with the help of
Baltasar and Blimunda, symbolizes human aspiration, innovation, and the tension between
enlightenment and dogma.

How does José Saramago use magical realism in
'Baltasar and Blimunda'?
Saramago incorporates magical realism through Blimunda's supernatural ability to see the



'will' of people, blending historical facts with fantastical elements to deepen the
narrative's emotional and philosophical impact.

What role does religion play in 'Baltasar and Blimunda'?
Religion is portrayed ambivalently, highlighting both its oppressive aspects—such as the
Inquisition and rigid dogma—and its potential for genuine spirituality and human
connection.

Why is 'Baltasar and Blimunda' considered an important
work in Portuguese literature?
The novel is celebrated for its innovative narrative style, rich historical context, and
profound exploration of human nature, making it a landmark work that showcases José
Saramago's literary genius and Portugal's cultural heritage.

Additional Resources
Baltasar and Blimunda José Saramago: A Timeless Exploration of Love and Power

baltasar and blimunda jose saramago stands as one of the most compelling works in
contemporary Portuguese literature, penned by the Nobel laureate José Saramago. This
novel, often hailed as a masterpiece, intricately weaves historical fiction with magical
realism, exploring themes of love, faith, oppression, and human resilience. Set against the
backdrop of 18th-century Portugal during the construction of the Convent of Mafra, the
narrative delves into the extraordinary lives of two protagonists—Baltasar, a soldier with a
lost hand, and Blimunda, a woman gifted with the mystical ability to see inside people’s
souls.

The timeless appeal of "Baltasar and Blimunda" lies not only in its rich storytelling but also
in how José Saramago employs his distinctive literary style to challenge conventional
narrative forms. This article offers a comprehensive, analytical review of the novel,
examining its historical context, thematic depth, character development, and its place
within Saramago’s broader oeuvre.

Historical and Cultural Context of Baltasar and
Blimunda

José Saramago’s "Baltasar and Blimunda" is deeply rooted in the socio-political and
religious atmosphere of 18th-century Portugal. The construction of the Convent of Mafra,
ordered by King João V, serves as the novel’s historical anchor. This monumental edifice
symbolizes the excesses of absolutist power and the Catholic Church’s influence in
Portuguese society.

Saramago’s portrayal of this era is not merely descriptive but critically analytical. He
exposes the stark contrasts between the ruling elite’s grandeur and the suffering of



ordinary citizens, such as the laborers conscripted to build the convent. This duality
underscores the novel’s exploration of power dynamics and institutional oppression.

The historical setting also allows Saramago to examine the tension between science,
religion, and superstition. The character of Padre Bartolomeu Lourenço de Gusmão, an
inventor experimenting with early flying machines, embodies the conflict between
enlightenment and dogma, which resonates throughout the narrative.

Exploring Themes of Love and Freedom

At its heart, "Baltasar and Blimunda" is a story about love transcending societal
constraints. Baltasar and Blimunda’s relationship is portrayed with profound tenderness
and complexity. Blimunda’s supernatural ability to "see" souls adds a mystical dimension
to their bond, suggesting that true connection goes beyond physical or social barriers.

The novel also explores the concept of freedom—both literal and metaphorical. Baltasar’s
missing hand symbolizes physical limitation, yet his spirit remains unbroken. Blimunda’s
vision represents an inner freedom and insight that contrasts sharply with the external
oppression they face. Together, their journey questions what it means to be free in a world
dominated by authoritarianism and religious orthodoxy.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

One of the defining characteristics of José Saramago’s writing, evident in "Baltasar and
Blimunda," is his unconventional narrative style. The author employs long, flowing
sentences with minimal punctuation, which creates a rhythmic, almost hypnotic reading
experience. This technique immerses readers into the characters’ consciousness and the
novel’s atmospheric setting.

Saramago’s use of magical realism is subtle yet powerful. The supernatural element of
Blimunda’s ability is never overly explained but integrated seamlessly into the story,
reflecting the coexistence of the mystical and the mundane. This blend enhances the
novel’s contemplative tone, inviting readers to reflect on reality’s layers.

Additionally, the narrative perspective often shifts between intimate character
introspection and broader social commentary. This dual focus enriches the novel’s texture,
making it both a personal love story and a critique of historical forces.

Character Analysis: Baltasar and Blimunda

Baltasar and Blimunda are not just romantic leads; they are symbolic figures representing
resilience and insight.

Baltasar: A former soldier who lost his right hand, Baltasar embodies sacrifice and



endurance. His physical impairment is a constant reminder of the body’s
vulnerability, yet his spirit is unyielding. His pragmatic yet compassionate nature
grounds the narrative.

Blimunda: Gifted with the rare and mystical ability to see the souls of others,
Blimunda is a figure of empathy and spiritual depth. Her vision is both a blessing and
a burden, isolating her from society but connecting her deeply to human suffering
and hope.

Their relationship challenges traditional gender roles and social hierarchies. Together,
they navigate a world where personal desire clashes with institutional control, making
their love an act of subtle rebellion.

The Role of Supporting Characters

Supporting characters such as Padre Bartolomeu and King João V serve critical narrative
functions. Padre Bartolomeu’s obsession with flight symbolizes human ambition and the
quest for transcendence, while King João V represents the oppressive structures of power.

These characters enrich the novel’s exploration of themes like faith versus reason, the
intersection of science and religion, and the cost of progress. Their interactions with
Baltasar and Blimunda highlight the complex interplay between individual agency and
systemic forces.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary
Significance

When compared to other works of historical fiction and magical realism, "Baltasar and
Blimunda" stands out for its deep philosophical inquiry and stylistic innovation. Unlike
Gabriel García Márquez’s more overt magical realism, Saramago’s subtle blend invites
readers to question reality without abandoning historical accuracy.

In the context of Portuguese literature, this novel marks a significant contribution by
bringing national history to life through a universal lens. Its exploration of power, love,
and spirituality resonates beyond Portugal, making it relevant to global audiences.

From an SEO perspective, keywords such as "José Saramago novel," "historical fiction
Portugal," "magical realism literature," and "Baltasar and Blimunda analysis" are naturally
embedded throughout this discussion, enhancing visibility for readers interested in
literary critique and Portuguese cultural history.



Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Literary Approach

Pros:

Rich historical detail provides educational value.

Innovative narrative style challenges readers to engage actively.

Deep thematic exploration of love, freedom, and oppression.

Blend of magical realism adds a unique dimension to historical narrative.

Cons:

The unconventional punctuation and long sentences may be challenging for
some readers.

The mystical elements may feel ambiguous or underexplained to those seeking
concrete fantasy.

Slow pacing may not appeal to readers expecting action-driven plots.

These factors highlight the novel’s appeal primarily to readers who appreciate literary
experimentation and philosophical depth rather than straightforward storytelling.

Baltasar and Blimunda José Saramago remains a profound meditation on human
experience, blending historical reality with imaginative insight. Its enduring legacy lies in
its ability to speak across centuries, inviting reflection on love’s power and the
complexities of living under systems of control. Whether approached as a historical
document, a love story, or a philosophical treatise, the novel offers rich rewards for
thoughtful readers.

Baltasar And Blimunda Jose Saramago

  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Baltasar and Blimunda José Saramago, 1998-10-16
“A romance and an adventure, a rumination on royalty and religion in 18th-century Portugal and a
bitterly ironic comment on the uses of power.” —The New York Times Portugal, 1711. The
Portuguese king promises the greedy prelates of the Church an expansive new convent, should they
intercede with God to give him an heir. A lonely priest works in maniacal solitude on his Passarola, a
heretical flying machine he hopes will allow him to soar far from the madness surrounding him. A
young couple, brought together by chance, live out a sweet, if tormented, romance. Meanwhile, amid
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the fires and horrors of the Inquisition, angry crowds and abused peasants rejoice in spectacles of
cruelty, from bullfighting to auto-da-fe; disgraced priests openly flout God’s laws; and chaos reigns
over a society on the brink of disaster. Weaving together multiple storylines to present both
breathtaking fiction and incisive commentary, renowned Portuguese writer and winner of the 1998
Nobel Prize in Literature, José Saramago spins an epic and captivating yarn, equal parts historical
fiction, political satire, religious criticism, and whimsical romance. Hailed by USA Today as “an
unexpected gem,” Baltasar and Blimunda is a captivating literary tour de force, full of magic and
adventure, exquisite historical detail, and the power of both human folly and human will.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Collected Novels of Josè Saramago José
Saramago, 2010-11-29 This essential anthology presents thirteen acclaimed works by the Nobel
Prize-winning author of Blindness—with anintroduction by Ursula Le Guin. This collection, available
exclusively in e-book form, brings together twelve novels (and one novella) of the great Portuguese
writer José Saramago. From Saramago’s early work, like the enchanting Baltasar & Blimunda and
the controversial Gospel According to Jesus Christ, through his masterpiece Blindness and its sequel
Seeing, to his later fables of politics, chance, history, and love, like All the Names and Death with
Interruptions, this volume showcases the range and depth of Saramago’s career, his inimitable
narrative voice, and his vast reserves of invention, humor, and understanding.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: A Companion to Magical Realism Stephen M. Hart,
Wen-chin Ouyang, 2005 The Companion to Magical Realism provides an assessment of the
world-wide impact of a movement which was incubated in Germany, flourished in Latin America and
then spread to the rest of the world. It provides a set of up-to-date assessments of the work of
writers traditionally associated with magical realism such as Gabriel Garc a M rquez in particular his
recently published memoirs], Alejo Carpentier, Miguel ngel Asturias, Juan Rulfo, Isabel Allende,
Laura Esquivel and Salman Rushdie, as well as bringing into the fold new authors such as W.B.
Yeats, Seamus Heaney, Jos Saramago, Dorit Rabinyan, Ovid, Mar a Luisa Bombal, Ibrahim al-Kawni,
Mayra Montero, Nakagami Kenji, Jos Eustasio Rivera and Elias Khoury, discussed for the first time
in the context of magical realism. Written in a jargon-free style, and with all quotations translated
into English, this book offers a refreshing new interdisciplinary slant on magical realism as an
international literary phenomenon emerging from the trauma of colonial dispossession. The
companion also has a Guide to Further Reading. Stephen Hart is Professor of Hispanic Studies,
University College London and Doctor Honoris Causa of the Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Lima, Peru. Wen-chin Ouyang lectures in Arabic Literature and Comparative Literature at
the School of Oriental and African Studies, London. CONTRIBUTORS: Jonathan Allison, Michael
Berkowitz, John D. Erickson, Robin Fiddian, Evelyn Fishburn, Stephen M. Hart, David Henn,
Stephanie Jones, Julia King, Efra n Kristal, Mark Morris, Humberto N ez-Faraco, Wen-Chin Ouyang,
Lois Parkinson Zamora, Helene Price, Tsila A. Ratner, Kenneth Reeds, Alejandra Rengifo, Lorna
Robinson, Sarah Sceats, Donald L. Shaw, Stefan Sperl, Philip Swanson, Jason Wilson.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Skylight José Saramago, 2014 Published for the very
first time, an early novel by Nobel Laureate and literary master José Saramago that tells the
intertwined stories of the residents of a faded Lisbon apartment building in the late 1940s.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Novels of José Saramago David Gibson Frier,
2007 A comprehensive introduction for the English-speaking reader to the novels of Portugal's
best-known literary figure, José Saramago. The book covers both his acclaimed historically-based
fictions and his more recent, allegorical works. Attention is paid to questions of ideological content,
and the exploitation of specifically Portuguese literary and cultural traditions.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Seeing José Saramago, 2006 Four years after a
bizarre blindness plague hits the capital, the political arena is thrown into turmoil when election day
is marked by an unprecedented turnout of blank ballots and rebellious acts that prompt a state of
emergency declaration.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Keyboard Sonatas of Domenico Scarlatti and
Eighteenth-Century Musical Style W. Dean Sutcliffe, 2008-08-28 W. Dean Sutcliffe investigates one



of the greatest yet least understood repertories of Western keyboard music: the 555 keyboard
sonatas of Domenico Scarlatti. Scarlatti occupies a position of solitary splendour in musical history.
The sources of his style are often obscure and his immediate influence is difficult to discern. Further,
the lack of hard documentary evidence has hindered musicological activity. Dr Sutcliffe offers not
just a thorough reconsideration of the historical factors that have contributed to Scarlatti's position,
but also sustained engagement with the music, offering both individual readings and broader
commentary of an unprecedented kind. A principal task of this book is to remove the composer from
his critical ghetto (however honourable) and redefine his image. In so doing it will reflect on the
historiographical difficulties involved in understanding eighteenth-century musical style.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: A Responsibility to the World: Saramago, Politics,
Philosophy Burghard Baltrusch , Carlo Salzani, Kristof K. P. Vanhoutte, 2023-11-22 In a 1987
interview, José Saramago eloquently expressed what could be considered his political-philosophical
manifesto: “Human beings should not content themselves with the role of mere observers. They bear
a responsibility to the world; they must actively engage and intervene.” In 1998 the celebrated
writer was honoured with the Nobel Prize for Literature. So Saramago did not only as a human
being and a citizen, but also as an artist refuse to be a passive observer. Despite his profound and
always critical pessimism, he tirelessly propelled both his public and artistic persona toward
impactful actions and interventions, showcasing an unwavering dedication to reshaping the world.
This volume seeks to delve into this facet of his legacy, exploring it from diverse political and
philosophical perspectives.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Intelligence, Creativity and Fantasy Mário S. Ming
Kong, Maria do Rosário Monteiro, Maria João Pereira Neto, 2019-09-30 The texts presented in
Proportion Harmonies and Identities (PHI) - INTELLIGENCE, CREATIVITY AND FANTASY were
compiled with the intent to establish a multidisciplinary platform for the presentation, interaction
and dissemination of research. The aim is also to foster the awareness and discussion on the topics
of Harmony and Proportion with a focus on different visions relevant to Architecture, Arts and
Humanities, Design, Engineering, Social and Natural Sciences, and their importance and benefits for
the sense of both individual and community identity. The idea of modernity has been a significant
motor for development since the Western Early Modern Age. Its theoretical and practical
foundations have become the working tools of scientists, philosophers, and artists, who seek
strategies and policies to accelerate the development process in different contexts.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Translator's Dialogue Giovanni Pontiero,
1997-01-01 The Translator's Dialogue: Giovanni Pontiero is a tribute to an outstanding translator of
literary works from Portuguese, Luso-Brasilian, Italian and Spanish into English. The translator
introduced authors such as Carlos Drummond de Andrade, Manuel Bandeira, Clarice Lispector and
Jose Saramago to the English reading world.Pontiero's essays shed light on the process of literary
translation and its impact on cultural perception. This process is exemplified by Pontiero the
translator and analyst, some of the authors he collaborated with, publishers' editors and literary
critics and, finally, by an unpublished translation of a short story by Jose Saramago, Coisas.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: A Study Guide for Jose Saramago's "Blindness"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Jose Saramago's Blindness, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: All the Names José Saramago, 2001-10-05 From a
Nobel Prize winner: “A psychological, even metaphysical thriller that will keep you turning the pages
. . . with growing alarm and alacrity.” —The Seattle Times A Washington Post Book World Favorite
Book of the Year Senhor José is a low-grade clerk in the city’s Central Registry, where the living and
the dead share the same shelf space. A middle-aged bachelor, he has no interest in anything beyond
the certificates of birth, marriage, divorce, and death that are his daily routine. But one day, when
he comes across the records of an anonymous young woman, something happens to him. Obsessed,



Senhor José sets off to follow the thread that may lead him to the woman—but as he gets closer, he
discovers more about her, and about himself, than he would ever have wished. The loneliness of
people’s lives, the effects of chance, the discovery of love—all coalesce in this extraordinary novel
that displays the power and art of José Saramago in brilliant form.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Cave José Saramago, 2003-10-15 An unassuming
family struggles to keep up with the ruthless pace of progress in “a genuinely brilliant novel” from a
Nobel Prize winner (Chicago Tribune). A Los Angeles Times Best Book of the Year and a New York
Times Notable Book Cipriano Algor, an elderly potter, lives with his daughter Marta and her
husband Marçal in a small village on the outskirts of The Center, an imposing complex of shops,
apartments, and offices. Marçal works there as a security guard, and Cipriano drives him to work
each day before delivering his own humble pots and jugs. On one such trip, he is told not to make
any more deliveries. People prefer plastic, apparently. Unwilling to give up his craft, Cipriano tries
his hand at making ceramic dolls. Astonishingly, The Center places an order for hundreds, and
Cipriano and Marta set to work—until the order is cancelled and the penniless trio must move from
the village into The Center. When mysterious sounds of digging emerge from beneath their new
apartment, Cipriano and Marçal investigate; what they find transforms the family’s life, in a novel
that is both “irrepressibly funny” (The Christian Science Monitor) and a “triumph” (The Washington
Post Book World). “The struggle of the individual against bureaucracy and anonymity is one of the
great subjects of modern literature, and Saramago is often matched with Kafka as one of its premier
exponents. Apt as the comparison is, it doesn’t convey the warmth and rueful human dimension of
novels like Blindness and All the Names. Those qualities are particularly evident in his latest
brilliant, dark allegory, which links the encroaching sterility of modern life to the parable of Plato’s
cave . . . [a] remarkably generous and eloquent novel.” —Publishers Weekly Translated from the
Portuguese by Margaret Jull Costa
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Rough Guide to Lisbon Matthew Hancock, 2003
Lisbon's gentle pace and almost provincial feeling belie its position as one of Europe's most
Cosmopolitan cities. This guide begins by showing the reader the traditional life of the city's historic
neighbourhoods, then goes on to review the most contemporary bars and nightspots.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: A Report on the Afterlife of Culture Stephen
Henighan, 2008-04-30 In this essay collection, Henighan ranges across continents, centuries and
linguistic traditions to examine how literary culture and our perception of history are changing as
the world grows smaller. He weaves together daring literary criticism with front-line reporting on
events such as the end of the Cold War in Poland and African reactions to the G8 Summit.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: The Facts on File Companion to the World Novel
Michael Sollars, Arbolina Llamas Jennings, 2008
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Utopias of Otherness Fernando Arenas, 2003
Forges a new understanding of how these two Lusophone nations are connected. The closely
entwined histories of Portugal and Brazil remain key references for understanding
developments--past and present--in either country. Accordingly, Fernando Arenas considers Portugal
and Brazil in relation to one another in this exploration of changing definitions of nationhood,
subjectivity, and utopias in both cultures. Examining the two nations' shared language and histories
as well as their cultural, social, and political points of divergence, Arenas pursues these definitive
changes through the realms of literature, intellectual thought, popular culture, and political
discourse. Both Brazil and Portugal are subject to the economic, political, and cultural forces of
postmodern globalization. Arenas analyzes responses to these trends in contemporary writers
including Jose Saramago, Caio Fernando Abreu, Maria Isabel Barreno, Vergilio Ferreira, Clarice
Lispector, and Maria Gabriela Llansol. Ultimately, Utopias of Otherness shows how these writers
have redefined the concept of nationhood, not only through their investment in utopian or
emancipatory causes such as Marxist revolution, women's liberation, or sexual revolution but also by
shifting their attention to alternative modes of conceiving the ethical and political realms.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Nobel Writers on Writing Ottar G. Draugsvold, 2000



When in 1901 Alfred Nobel bequeathed to the world the funds to support the Nobel Prize, one of his
few directives for the category of literature was that the artists selected be of idealistic tendency.
Since its inception, the prize has given a very public voice to some of the world's greatest writers,
and their responses to the honor-their acceptance speeches-have themselves often been epochal
within each author's body of literature. From the famed call to arms by William Faulkner to the
multicultural song of Derek Walcott, from 1903's Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson to 1999's Günter Grass, this
collection traces the ideals of the artists and the selection committee itself throughout the entirety of
the 20th century. Interestingly, writes Draugsvold, none [of the writers] discuss the more technical
aspects of their craft. Equally striking is the strength of the common thread of idealism found in
these addresses-a firm belief in humankind and the power of art, in its role in the service of truth
and the service of liberty as Albert Camus said in 1957. I decline to accept the end of man wrote the
Old Man, William Faulkner. The speeches presented here were chosen not by subjective but rather
by substantive criteria, with biographical presentations and brief statements of gratitude omitted.
Included are an introduction to each of the 28 writers chosen, an excerpted copy of the speech or
lecture and a bibliography of works in English. The work concludes with a complete list of prize
winners in literature and a bibliography of sources cited in the writer's introductions.
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: BALTASAR AND BLIMUNDA. TRANS.BY
GIOVANNI PONTIERO. José Saramago, 1987
  baltasar and blimunda jose saramago: Small Memories José Saramago, 2021-03-19 The
Nobel Prize–winning author of Blindness recalls the days of his youth in Lisbon and the Portuguese
countryside in this charming memoir. José Saramago was eighteen months old when he moved from
the village of Azinhaga with his father and mother to live in Lisbon. But he would return to the
village throughout his childhood and adolescence to stay with his maternal grandparents, illiterate
peasants in the eyes of the outside world, but a fount of knowledge, affection, and authority to young
José. Small Memories traces the formation of a man who emerged, against all odds, as one of the
world's most respected writers. Shifting between childhood and his teenage years, between
Azinhaga and Lisbon, this mosaic of memories looks back into the author's boyhood: the tragic death
of his older brother at the age of four; his mother pawning the family's blankets every spring and
buying them back in time for winter; his grandparents bringing the weaker piglets into their bed on
cold nights; and Saramago's early encounters with literature, from teaching himself to read to
poring over a Portuguese-French conversation guide, not realizing that he was in fact reading a play
by Molière.
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