american indian studies programs

American Indian Studies Programs: Exploring Culture, History, and Contemporary Issues

american indian studies programs offer an enriching and vital academic path for
students interested in understanding the diverse histories, cultures, and contemporary
issues of Indigenous peoples across North America. These programs provide a unique
interdisciplinary approach that combines anthropology, history, literature, political
science, and art to explore the rich heritage and ongoing contributions of Native American
communities. Whether you are drawn to activism, cultural preservation, or academic
research, American Indian Studies programs open the door to a deeper appreciation and
knowledge of Indigenous experiences.

What Are American Indian Studies Programs?

American Indian Studies programs are academic courses or degrees focused on the
systematic study of Native American tribes, their histories, cultures, languages, and
modern-day challenges. Unlike traditional history or anthropology programs that might
touch on Indigenous topics as a subset, these programs place Native perspectives and
voices at the center. This approach helps dismantle stereotypes and acknowledges the
complexity and sovereignty of Indigenous nations.

These programs can be found at many colleges and universities across the United States
and sometimes Canada, often housed within ethnic studies or social sciences departments.
They typically offer undergraduate and graduate degrees, certificates, and sometimes
minors, making them accessible to a wide range of students interested in Indigenous
studies.

Core Areas of Study

American Indian Studies programs cover a broad spectrum of topics, including:
e Tribal Histories: Examining pre-colonial societies, treaties, resistance movements,
and the impact of colonization.

e Language Preservation: Studying Indigenous languages to support revitalization
efforts and cultural transmission.

e Contemporary Politics: Exploring sovereignty, tribal governance, and legal battles
over land and rights.

e Art and Literature: Analyzing Native American art forms, storytelling, and literary
works that express Indigenous identity.



¢ Environmental Issues: Understanding Indigenous relationships with land, natural
resource management, and activism.

By engaging with these subjects, students gain a holistic understanding of Native
American life that goes beyond textbooks, often involving community-based learning and
collaboration with tribal members.

Why Choose American Indian Studies Programs?

Choosing to study in American Indian Studies programs is more than just an academic
decision; it’s a commitment to cultural awareness, social justice, and community
engagement. Here are some compelling reasons why students pursue these programs:

Amplifying Indigenous Voices

Traditional academic narratives have often marginalized or misrepresented Native
peoples. American Indian Studies programs prioritize Indigenous epistemologies and
worldviews, giving students the chance to learn directly from Native scholars and
community leaders. This emphasis fosters respect and understanding that can lead to
meaningful advocacy and allyship.

Career Opportunities

Graduates with expertise in American Indian Studies find diverse career paths, such as:
e Working in tribal governments or non-profits focused on Indigenous rights and
development.

e Engaging in cultural preservation through museums, archives, or language
programs.

e Participating in environmental and land management efforts rooted in Indigenous
knowledge systems.

e Teaching or conducting research in academia.

e Contributing to legal and policy advocacy around Native sovereignty and social
justice.

These programs equip students with critical thinking, cross-cultural communication, and
research skills that are valuable in many professional contexts.



Popular Courses within American Indian Studies
Programs

The curriculum of American Indian Studies programs is intentionally diverse and
interdisciplinary. Some commonly offered courses include:

Indigenous Histories and Sovereignty

These courses examine the histories of Indigenous nations from pre-contact times through
colonization to modern sovereignty movements. Students learn about treaty rights, federal
policy, and the ongoing struggle for self-determination.

Native American Literature and Arts

Focusing on creative expressions, this class explores oral traditions, contemporary Native
authors, visual arts, and performance. It highlights how art serves as a medium for
cultural survival and political resistance.

Indigenous Language Revitalization

Since many Native languages are endangered, this course focuses on linguistic
preservation methods, teaching students how to support language learning and
revitalization initiatives within communities.

Environmental Justice and Indigenous Knowledge

Here, students study the intersection of Indigenous ecological wisdom and modern
environmental challenges, including climate change, resource extraction, and land rights.

How to Choose the Right American Indian Studies
Program

If you're considering enrolling in an American Indian Studies program, it’s important to
evaluate your options carefully to find the best fit for your goals and interests.



Look for Community Connections

Programs that maintain strong relationships with local or regional tribal communities offer
richer learning experiences through internships, service projects, and guest speakers.
These connections help ground academic study in real-world contexts.

Check Faculty Expertise

Review the faculty profiles to see if they include Indigenous scholars or professors with
experience in relevant fields. Faculty who are actively engaged in Native communities or
research can provide mentorship and open doors for students.

Consider Interdisciplinary Opportunities

Since American Indian Studies is inherently interdisciplinary, programs that allow you to
combine your studies with other departments—such as environmental science, political
science, or education—can broaden your skill set.

Evaluate Support Services

Look into whether the school offers support for Native students, such as cultural centers,
scholarships, or mentorship programs. A supportive environment can greatly enhance
your academic experience.

The Growing Importance of American Indian
Studies in Education

In recent years, awareness of Indigenous histories and issues has increased across
educational institutions. American Indian Studies programs play a crucial role in
addressing gaps in traditional curricula and promoting social justice. They encourage
students to critically examine historical narratives and understand the ongoing legacies of
colonization.

Moreover, these programs empower Indigenous students by validating their identities and
histories within academia. For non-Indigenous students, they provide an opportunity to
become informed allies and advocates for Native communities.

Impact Beyond the Classroom

Many students and graduates of American Indian Studies programs become active



participants in cultural revitalization, legal advocacy, and public policy reform. Their work
can influence how Native issues are represented in media, government, and society at
large.

Additionally, these programs foster cross-cultural dialogue and understanding, which are
essential in a diverse and interconnected world.

Resources for Prospective Students

If you're interested in learning more or applying to American Indian Studies programs,
consider exploring these resources:

e Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs): Many TCUs offer specialized programs
focused on Indigenous knowledge and leadership.

¢ National Association for Ethnic Studies: Provides information on ethnic studies
programs, including American Indian Studies.

e Scholarship Opportunities: Organizations such as the American Indian Graduate
Center offer scholarships specifically for Native students pursuing higher education.

e Community Organizations: Local Indigenous groups often host events, lectures,
and cultural activities that complement academic learning.

Engaging with these resources can help you gain insight into the field and connect with a
supportive network.

American Indian Studies programs represent a vital avenue for education, empowerment,
and cultural preservation. By immersing yourself in these studies, you contribute to a
broader understanding and respect for Indigenous peoples, their histories, and their
futures. Whether your passion lies in activism, academia, or community work, these
programs offer meaningful opportunities to make a difference.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are American Indian Studies programs?

American Indian Studies programs are academic programs that focus on the history,
culture, languages, politics, and contemporary issues of Native American peoples.

Which universities offer American Indian Studies



programs?

Many universities across the United States offer American Indian Studies programs,
including the University of Arizona, University of New Mexico, University of California-
Santa Cruz, and Harvard University.

What careers can I pursue with a degree in American
Indian Studies?

Graduates can pursue careers in education, tribal administration, law, social work,
cultural resource management, public policy, and advocacy related to Native American
communities.

Are American Indian Studies programs
interdisciplinary?

Yes, these programs are typically interdisciplinary, incorporating history, anthropology,
sociology, political science, literature, and indigenous languages to provide a
comprehensive understanding of Native American experiences.

Do American Indian Studies programs include language
preservation?

Many programs include courses and initiatives focused on the preservation and
revitalization of Native American languages as an essential aspect of cultural heritage.

Can non-Native students enroll in American Indian
Studies programs?

Yes, American Indian Studies programs are generally open to all students interested in
learning about Native American histories, cultures, and issues, regardless of their
background.

How do American Indian Studies programs support
tribal communities?

These programs often collaborate with tribal communities through research, cultural
preservation projects, advocacy, and providing educational resources to support
sovereignty and self-determination.

What is the importance of American Indian Studies in
higher education?

American Indian Studies is important because it promotes understanding and respect for
Native American histories and cultures, challenges stereotypes, and addresses social
justice issues related to indigenous peoples.



Additional Resources

American Indian Studies Programs: Exploring Indigenous Histories, Cultures, and
Contemporary Issues

american indian studies programs have emerged as vital academic fields within
universities across the United States, offering critical insights into the histories, cultures,
languages, and political realities of Indigenous peoples. These programs serve not only as
educational platforms but also as spaces for cultural preservation, activism, and
interdisciplinary scholarship. As awareness of Native American contributions and
challenges grows, so does the significance of American Indian studies in higher education.

The Evolution and Importance of American Indian
Studies Programs

American Indian studies programs originated during the civil rights movements of the
1960s and 1970s, when Native American activists demanded representation and the
recognition of their histories in academic curricula. Prior to this era, Indigenous
perspectives were frequently marginalized or misrepresented within mainstream
education. The establishment of dedicated programs helped correct these omissions and
fostered a more nuanced understanding of Indigenous experiences.

Today, these programs encompass a broad range of disciplines, including anthropology,
history, literature, political science, and law, reflecting the multifaceted nature of Native
American life. They contribute to decolonizing education by centering Indigenous voices

and methodologies, challenging stereotypes, and addressing issues such as sovereignty,
treaty rights, and cultural revitalization.

Curriculum and Core Areas of Study

American Indian studies programs typically offer undergraduate and graduate degrees
that integrate diverse approaches to Indigenous knowledge. Core subjects often include:

e History and Sovereignty: Examining Native American treaties, colonialism, and
resistance movements.

e Language and Literature: Preserving and revitalizing Indigenous languages,
exploring oral traditions and contemporary writings.

e Cultural Practices: Investigating ceremonies, art, and social structures.

e Political Science and Law: Understanding tribal governance, federal policies, and
legal battles affecting Indigenous rights.

e Contemporary Issues: Addressing health disparities, environmental justice, and



economic development in Native communities.

By combining these elements, students develop critical thinking skills and cultural
competence needed for careers in education, advocacy, public policy, and more.

Program Structures and Institutional Variations

American Indian studies programs vary significantly between institutions in terms of
focus, faculty expertise, and resources. Some universities offer comprehensive
interdisciplinary departments, while others provide minors or certificate programs that
complement other majors.

For example, institutions like the University of Arizona and the University of New Mexico
are renowned for their robust American Indian studies departments, featuring extensive
research centers and community partnerships. In contrast, smaller colleges may
emphasize localized Indigenous cultures and tribal collaborations, providing more
personalized educational experiences.

The inclusion of Indigenous scholars and community members as faculty is a hallmark of
quality programs, ensuring authenticity and relevance. Additionally, many programs
incorporate experiential learning through fieldwork, internships, and cultural immersion
opportunities.

Impact of American Indian Studies on Indigenous
Communities and Society

Beyond academia, American Indian studies programs play a pivotal role in empowering
Indigenous communities. They act as custodians of cultural heritage and drivers of social
change by:

e Supporting Language Revitalization: Many programs collaborate with tribal
elders to document and teach endangered languages.

 Promoting Sovereignty and Advocacy: Graduates often engage in legal and
political efforts to uphold tribal rights and self-determination.

e Enhancing Public Awareness: Through public lectures, exhibitions, and media,
these programs disseminate accurate representations of Native American histories
and contemporary issues.

The academic study of Indigenous issues also challenges mainstream narratives and
contributes to national conversations on race, identity, and reconciliation. However, some



critique exists around institutional constraints that may limit Indigenous autonomy within
these programs, highlighting ongoing tensions between academic frameworks and tribal
sovereignty.

Challenges and Opportunities Within American Indian
Studies

Despite their importance, American Indian studies programs face several challenges:

1. Funding and Resources: Many programs struggle to secure adequate funding,
impacting faculty hires, research, and student support.

2. Balancing Academic and Community Needs: Programs must navigate the
demands of scholarly rigor while honoring Indigenous epistemologies and community
priorities.

3. Enrollment and Awareness: Attracting students, particularly Indigenous students,
remains a concern, especially in regions with smaller Native populations.

Conversely, opportunities abound with increased interest in Indigenous issues globally.
The rise of digital technologies facilitates virtual learning and cultural preservation
initiatives, expanding access and engagement. Moreover, interdisciplinary collaborations
with environmental science, health, and education sectors broaden the impact and
relevance of American Indian studies.

Key Universities and Their American Indian
Studies Offerings

Several universities stand out for their comprehensive American Indian studies programs.
Highlighting a few provides insight into program diversity and specialization:

e University of California, Berkeley: Offers a Native American Studies major with a
strong emphasis on decolonial theory, activism, and cultural studies.

¢ University of Minnesota: Known for its community-engaged research and
partnerships with local tribes in the Midwest.

e Haskell Indian Nations University: A federally operated tribal university
dedicated to serving Indigenous students with culturally grounded curricula.

e University of Washington: Provides interdisciplinary programs integrating
Indigenous law, policy, and health studies.



These institutions exemplify the range of American Indian studies programs, from
research-intensive models to community-centered education.

Career Paths and Professional Outcomes

Graduates of American Indian studies programs pursue diverse career trajectories,
leveraging their specialized knowledge to impact multiple sectors:

¢ Education: Teaching Native history and culture at K-12 and higher education levels.

e Tribal Governance: Working within tribal councils, administration, and advocacy
organizations.

* Legal and Policy Fields: Engaging in Indigenous rights law, environmental justice,
and public policy.

e Cultural Preservation: Museum curation, language revitalization programs, and
archival work.

e Health and Social Services: Addressing community health disparities through
culturally informed programs.

The interdisciplinary nature of these programs equips graduates with critical analytical
skills, cultural sensitivity, and practical expertise valued across professions.

American Indian studies programs continue to evolve, reflecting the dynamic realities of
Indigenous peoples and their contributions to society. As these academic fields expand,
they offer essential perspectives that enrich understanding and foster respectful
engagement with Native communities nationwide.

American Indian Studies Programs

american indian studies programs: American Indian Studies Program Guide Dr Byron Lee
Blackwell, 2010-12-08 In this increasingly homogenous society, the American Indian Studies
Program Guide provides a framework for college educators and administrators to develop degree
programs focusing on American Indian studies, with an eye toward creating future leaders for Indian
communities. These degree programs are intended to help American Indians gain control of their
own educational systems and develop institutions that can help to reverse the alarmingly high
dropout rate. This book provides all the tools necessary for college educators and administrators to
develop top-notch programs, including: Diagnostic tests to determine students level of knowledge
Defined learning goals and objectives Seminar descriptions Established grading criteria Useful
outside resources Six courses make up the interdisciplinary curriculum: The North American Indian,
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American Indian History, American Indian Law and Federal Policy, American Indian Religion and
Philosophy, American Indian Literature, and the History of American Indian Education. The
American Indian Studies Program Guide offers a proven approach and insights into the problems
American Indians have faced in the past and the battles they continue to fight today.

american indian studies programs: A Guide to Native American Studies Programs in the
United States , 1994

american indian studies programs: Native American Studies in Higher Education Duane
Champagne, 2002 In this collection, Champagne and Stauss demonstrate how the rise of Native
studies in American and Canadian universities exists as an extraordinary achievement in higher
education. In the face of historically assimilationist agendas, institutional racism, and structural
opposition by Western educational institutions, collaborative programs continue to grow and
promote the values and goals of sovereign tribal communities. The contributors show how many
departments grew significantly following the landmark 1969 Senate report, 'Indian Education: A
National Tragedy, A National Challenge.' They evaluate the university efforts to offer Native
students intellectual and technical skills, and the long battle to represent Native cultures and world
views in the university curriculum. In twelve case studies, Indian and non-Indian teachers provide
rich, contextual histories of their programs through three decades of growth. They frankly discuss
successes and failures as innovative strategies and models are tested. Programs from University of
California-Davis, Harvard, Saskatchewan, Arizona and others provide detailed analyses of academic
battles over curriculum content, the marginalization of indigenous faculty and students, the
pedagogical implications of integrating native instructors, the vagaries of administrative support and
funding, Native student retention, the vulnerability of native language programs, and community
collaborations. A vision of Indian education that emerges from these pages that reveals the
university's potential as a vehicle for Indian nation-building, one in which the university curriculum
also benefits from sustained contacts with tribal communities. As Native populations grow and the
demand for university training increases, this book will be a valuable resource for Native American
leaders, educators in Native American studies, race and ethnic studies, comparative education,
minorities in education, anthropology, sociology, higher education administration and educational
policy.

american indian studies programs: An Organizational History of American Indian
Studies Programs in Higher Education Barbara T. Abrams, 1984

american indian studies programs: American Indian Issues in Higher Education University of
California, Los Angeles. American Indian Studies Center, 1981

american indian studies programs: Issues for the Future of American Indian Studies
Charlotte Heth, Susan Guyette, 1985 This book is an outgrowth of a project aimed at developing a
communication and support network for effectively involving Indian students in the educational
process. The book contains two parts. The first part reports on three surveys assessing (1) the
current conditions and needs of 107 academic programs of Indian studies (types, financial sources,
institutional cooperation, and support programs); (2) occupational needs of 117 Indian communities
(community types, job market in the community, and needs for vocational and professional training);
and (3) problems and needs perceived by 30 Indian college seniors (causes of dropout and specific
educational needs). Major findings are: programs were rated high in financial assistance but low in
sharing information on strategies and success stories; the communities indicated high needs for
trained people in professional fields, particularly in the humanities-based professions; students
reported differences associated with financial problems, cultural pressure, and psychological
adjustment. Steps in forming an Indian studies program and institutional barriers that keep Indian
students from succeeding are discussed. Based on the research findings, the gaps between available
programs and determined needs are summarized, and recommendations are made for program
development. The book contains 50 references and the questionnaires used the in surveys. The
second part of the book is a directory of 105 programs of American Indians studies. (GGH)

american indian studies programs: American Indian Studies Mark L. M. Blair, Mary Jo



Tippeconnic Fox, Kestrel A. Smith, 2022-03-29 In American Indian Studies, Native PhD graduates
share their personal stories about their educational experiences and how doctoral education has
shaped their identities, lives, relationships, and careers. This collection of personal narratives from
Native graduates of the University of Arizona’s American Indian Studies (AIS) doctoral program, the
first such program of its kind, gifts stories of endurance and resiliency, hardship and struggle, and
accomplishment and success. It provides insight into the diverse and dynamic experiences of Native
graduate students. The narratives address family and kinship, mentorship, and service and giving
back. Essayists share the benefits of having an AIS program at a mainstream academic
institution—not just for the students enrolled but also for their communities. This book offers Native
students aspiring to a PhD a realistic picture of what it takes. While each student has their own path
to walk, these stories provide the gift of encouragement and serve to empower Native students to
reach their educational goals, whether it be in an AIS program or other fields of study.

american indian studies programs: American Indian Studies Program Guide Byron Lee
Blackwell, Dr Byron Lee Blackwell Jd Ed D., 2010-12 In this increasingly homogenous society, the
American Indian Studies Program Guide provides a framework for college educators and
administrators to develop degree programs focusing on American Indian studies, with an eye toward
creating future leaders for Indian communities. These degree programs are intended to help
American Indians gain control of their own educational systems and develop institutions that can
help to reverse the alarmingly high dropout rate. This book provides all the tools necessary for
college educators and administrators to develop top-notch programs, including: * Diagnostic tests to
determine students' level of knowledge * Defined learning goals and objectives * Seminar
descriptions * Established grading criteria * Useful outside resources Six courses make up the
interdisciplinary curriculum: The North American Indian, American Indian History, American Indian
Law and Federal Policy, American Indian Religion and Philosophy, American Indian Literature, and
the History of American Indian Education. The American Indian Studies Program Guide offers a
proven approach and insights into the problems American Indians have faced in the past and the
battles they continue to fight today.

american indian studies programs: American Indian Studies Program Guide Byron Lee
Blackwell, Byron Lee Blackwell Jd Ed D., 2010-12 In this increasingly homogenous society, the
American Indian Studies Program Guide provides a framework for college educators and
administrators to develop degree programs focusing on American Indian studies, with an eye toward
creating future leaders for Indian communities. These degree programs are intended to help
American Indians gain control of their own educational systems and develop institutions that can
help to reverse the alarmingly high dropout rate. This book provides all the tools necessary for
college educators and administrators to develop top-notch programs, including: - Diagnostic tests to
determine students' level of knowledge - Defined learning goals and objectives - Seminar
descriptions - Established grading criteria - Useful outside resources Six courses make up the
interdisciplinary curriculum: The North American Indian, American Indian History, American Indian
Law and Federal Policy, American Indian Religion and Philosophy, American Indian Literature, and
the History of American Indian Education. The American Indian Studies Program Guide offers a
proven approach and insights into the problems American Indians have faced in the past and the
battles they continue to fight today.

american indian studies programs: American Indian Studies Mark L. M. Blair, Mary Jo
Tippeconnic Fox, Kestrel A. Smith, 2022-03-29 Native American doctoral graduates of American
Indian Studies (AIS) at the University of Arizona, the first AIS program in the United States to offer a
PhD, gift their stories. The Native PhD recipients share their journeys of pursuing and earning the
doctorate, and its impact on their lives and communities.

american indian studies programs: American Indian Nations George Horse Capture, Duane
Champagne, Chandler C. Jackson, 2007-08-13 American Indian Nations takes stock of Indian history,
policy, and culture over the past 30 years. A distinctive contribution to the understanding and
interpretation of current Indian affairs, policies, and community development, this dynamic



commentary of contemporary issues brings together a Who's Who of tribal leaders, scholars, and
activists. No other collection offers such a thought-provoking and utterly current series of essays on
the problems and achievements of modern Native peoples.

american indian studies programs: Native American Studies in Higher Education Duane
Champagne, 2002 Thirty-three academics from the U.S. and Canada discuss the formation of
American Indian studies programs in mainstream universities over the past 30 years. Coverage
includes the origination of the programs, their relations with the Indian community, financial and
administrative relations with their university administration, contributing factors to their successes
and setbacks, specific courses offered, and the philosophy for Indian studies. The 12 case studies
detail several specific programs, including Dartmouth, U. of California-Davis, UCLA, Harvard, U. of
Alaska-Anchorage, U. of Minnesota-Duluth and Twin Cities, U. of Oklahoma, U. of Arizona, U. of
North Carolina-Pembroke, Trent U., and Saskatchewan Indian Federated College. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

american indian studies programs: Native American Studies Clara Sue Kidwell, Alan R. Velie,
2005-01-01 Native American Studies covers key issues such as the intimate relationship of culture to
land; the nature of cultural exchange and conflict in the period after European contact; the unique
relationship of Native communities with the United States government; the significance of language;
the vitality of contemporary cultures; and the variety of Native artistic styles, from literature and
poetry to painting and sculpture to performance arts.

american indian studies programs: Native American Studies Clara Sue Kidwell, 2005-01-01
Native American Studies covers key issues such as the intimate relationship of culture to land; the
nature of cultural exchange and conflict in the period after European contact; the unique
relationship of Native communities with the United States government; the significance of language;
the vitality of contemporary cultures; and the variety of Native artistic styles, from literature and
poetry to painting and sculpture to performance arts.

american indian studies programs: Studying Native America Russell Thornton, 1998 This
book addresses for the first time in a comprehensive way the place of Native American studies in the
university curriculum.--Provided by publisher.

american indian studies programs: Native American Voices Susan Lobo, Steve Talbot,
Traci Morris Carlston, 2016-02-19 This unique reader presents a broad approach to the study of
American Indians through the voices and viewpoints of the Native Peoples themselves.
Multi-disciplinary and hemispheric in approach, it draws on ethnography, biography, journalism, art,
and poetry to familiarize students with the historical and present day experiences of native peoples
and nations throughout North and South America-all with a focus on themes and issues that are
crucial within Indian Country today. For courses in Introduction to American Indians in departments
of Native American Studies/American Indian Studies, Anthropology, American Studies, Sociology,
History, Women's Studies.

american indian studies programs: American Indian Studies, University of Wyoming
University of Wyoming. American Indian Studies Program, 2002

american indian studies programs: The American Indian Mind in a Linear World Donald L.
Fixico, 2024-09-27 Now in its second edition, The American Indian Mind in a Linear World examines
the persistence of Native peoples in retaining their own worldviews, from the pre-Columbian era into
the twenty-first century. The book explores the ways in which Indian people who are close to their
cultural traditions think in a circular fashion, understand by relying on visual analysis, and make
decisions from an Indigenous logic. Yet, Comanches have a different reality from Mohawks, Apache
ethos is not like that of the Lakotas, and Indian men and women see things differently. How and why
is the Native mind different from the western world? Why have white teachers and missionaries
tried to change the minds of Native students? The Indian perspective is not wrong; it is simply
different and inclusive, another way of looking at the world and universe. This edition updates the
discussion with a new chapter on contemporary American Indian intellectualism and further analysis
of the preservation of Indigenous traditional knowledge. Approachable and engaging, this volume is



a key resource for students and scholars of Native American and Indigenous studies and Indigenous
history.

american indian studies programs: The American Indian Mind in a Linear World Donald
Fixico, 2013-07-04 Currently, there are three approaches to studying American Indians: from how
white Americans approach Indian studies, from the dynamics or exchange of Indian-white relations
and from the Indian point of view. Donald Fixico, an American Indian, has been teaching and writing
history for a quarter of a century. This book is the direct result of his experience as a scholar who
'thinks like an Indian' in an academic environment created predominantly by non-Indian thinkers.
This book addresses current approaches to studying Native American traditional knowledge and
acknowledges an Indian intellectualism that has up until now been ignored in studying Native
American history. Written primarily from inside the Native world, but fully cognizant of the
American cultures outside of that world, his unique voice speaks to a need for understanding the
interior Native world: a world in which linear thinking is atypical and circularity is preferable.

american indian studies programs: Final Report to the American Indian Policy Review
Commission United States. American Indian policy review commission, 1976
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