
what is truth in philosophy

**What Is Truth in Philosophy? Exploring the Nature of Truth**

what is truth in philosophy is a question that has fascinated thinkers for centuries. It’s not just about

knowing facts or confirming what’s accurate; it’s about understanding the very essence of reality,

belief, and knowledge. Philosophers have wrestled with this concept, trying to pin down what truth

really means and how it relates to human experience. In this article, we’ll journey through different

philosophical perspectives on truth, unpack key theories, and explore why the question remains as

relevant today as ever.

The Roots of Truth: Why Does It Matter?

Before diving into complex theories, it helps to understand why philosophers care so deeply about

truth. At its core, truth is about alignment—between our statements, beliefs, or perceptions and the way

things actually are. Without truth, communication breaks down, science loses its footing, and trust

becomes impossible. Philosophically, truth is crucial because it underpins knowledge itself: if what we

believe isn’t true, can we ever truly “know” anything?

This foundational role makes the question “what is truth in philosophy” not just abstract, but practical.

It shapes ethics, epistemology (the study of knowledge), logic, and even metaphysics.

Classical Theories of Truth

Philosophers have proposed various theories to explain truth, each offering a unique lens. Let’s look at

some of the most influential ones.



The Correspondence Theory

One of the oldest and most intuitive answers to what is truth in philosophy is the correspondence

theory. This idea suggests that a statement is true if it corresponds to reality or facts. For example, the

statement “snow is white” is true if, in reality, snow is indeed white.

The correspondence theory appeals because it aligns with everyday thinking about truth. However, it

raises questions: how exactly do words or thoughts correspond to reality? And what about abstract

concepts that don’t have a direct physical counterpart?

The Coherence Theory

In contrast, the coherence theory argues that truth depends on the consistency and logical harmony of

a set of beliefs or statements. A statement is true if it fits well within a coherent system of ideas.

This approach emphasizes the internal relationships between beliefs rather than their direct link to

external facts. It’s particularly influential in areas like mathematics and philosophy itself, where truth

relies heavily on logical consistency.

The Pragmatic Theory

Popularized by thinkers like William James and Charles Sanders Peirce, the pragmatic theory defines

truth based on practical consequences. A belief is true if it “works” or is useful in helping us navigate

the world.

This theory shifts the focus from abstract accuracy to practical effectiveness, highlighting how truth can

be dynamic and context-dependent. It’s a compelling approach but also opens the door to relativism,

where truth might vary depending on individual or cultural needs.



The Deflationary Theory

Another important perspective is the deflationary or minimalist theory, which suggests that truth is not

a substantial property but a logical convenience. Saying “It is true that snow is white” is simply

another way of affirming “Snow is white.”

This view challenges the need for deep metaphysical explanations of truth and focuses instead on how

the concept functions in language.

Exploring Related Concepts: Belief, Knowledge, and Reality

Understanding what is truth in philosophy inevitably leads us to related ideas like belief and

knowledge. Truth is often considered a component of knowledge—the classic definition being “justified

true belief.” For someone to know something, it’s not enough just to believe it; the belief must be true

and supported by good reasons.

Reality itself is a tricky concept when discussing truth. Philosophical debates often revolve around

whether there is an objective reality independent of our perceptions or whether reality is shaped by our

minds and experiences (idealism versus realism).

Contemporary Challenges and Debates

In the modern philosophical landscape, questions about truth have become even more complex due to

developments in science, language, and culture.



Relativism and Subjectivity

One of the biggest challenges is the rise of relativism—the idea that truth can vary based on

perspective, culture, or context. This challenges the notion of universal or absolute truth and raises

important questions about whether truth is discoverable or constructed.

Postmodern Perspectives

Postmodern philosophy often critiques traditional ideas of truth, emphasizing the role of power,

language, and social constructs. From this viewpoint, what we call “truth” is often intertwined with

ideology and discourse, making the pursuit of objective truth more complicated.

Truth in the Digital Age

Technology and the internet have added new dimensions to the discussion. With misinformation, “fake

news,” and echo chambers, understanding truth and how it spreads is a pressing concern.

Philosophers and thinkers now also explore how truth operates in digital communication and media.

Why Engaging with the Question Matters

You might wonder, why should we care about what is truth in philosophy beyond academic curiosity?

The answer lies in how truth impacts everyday life. From making decisions to forming opinions, from

scientific inquiry to moral judgments, our grasp of truth shapes our actions and society.

Learning about different theories of truth can also improve critical thinking skills. It encourages us to

question assumptions, recognize biases, and appreciate the complexity behind seemingly simple facts.



Tips for Navigating Truth in Everyday Life

Seek Multiple Sources: Avoid accepting information at face value; cross-check facts against

credible sources.

Understand Context: Recognize that truth can be nuanced and influenced by circumstances.

Reflect on Coherence: See if new information fits logically within what you already know or if it

challenges existing beliefs.

Stay Open to Revision: Being willing to change your mind when presented with better evidence is

a sign of intellectual honesty.

Inquiring Further: Philosophical Truth Beyond Definitions

The search for truth in philosophy isn’t about settling on one final definition but embracing an ongoing

inquiry. It invites us to explore how language, thought, culture, and experience shape our

understanding of what’s real and what’s not.

Whether you lean towards correspondence, coherence, pragmatism, or another perspective, each

theory offers valuable insights that can deepen your appreciation of knowledge and reality.

Ultimately, the question “what is truth in philosophy” is as much about the journey of thinking critically

and reflectively as it is about arriving at definitive answers. It’s a reminder that truth, while elusive,

remains a central and compelling pursuit in human life.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept of truth in philosophy?

In philosophy, truth is generally understood as the property of statements, beliefs, or propositions that

accurately reflect reality or facts. It is a fundamental concept that deals with the relationship between

thoughts or language and the actual state of affairs.

What are the main theories of truth in philosophy?

The main theories of truth include the Correspondence Theory (truth corresponds to reality), the

Coherence Theory (truth is coherence among a set of beliefs), the Pragmatic Theory (truth is what

works or has practical effects), and the Deflationary Theory (truth is a redundant concept used for

linguistic convenience).

How does the Correspondence Theory define truth?

The Correspondence Theory defines truth as a relation between propositions and the actual state of

affairs in the world. A statement is true if it accurately describes or corresponds to reality.

What is the Coherence Theory of truth?

The Coherence Theory of truth holds that a belief or proposition is true if it coheres or is consistent

with a set of other beliefs or propositions within a system, emphasizing logical consistency and

integration.

How does the Pragmatic Theory approach the idea of truth?

The Pragmatic Theory suggests that truth is what is useful or works in practice. A belief is true if it

leads to successful action or solves problems effectively.



What role does truth play in epistemology?

In epistemology, truth is crucial as it relates to knowledge and justified belief. Epistemologists study

how we can know what is true, the nature of truth, and how to differentiate true beliefs from false

ones.

Can truth be subjective in philosophy?

Some philosophical perspectives argue that truth can be subjective, depending on individual

perspectives, experiences, or cultural contexts. However, many traditional theories emphasize objective

truth that is independent of personal opinions.

What is the Deflationary or Minimalist theory of truth?

The Deflationary theory claims that the concept of truth is not a substantial property but rather a

linguistic convenience. Saying 'It is true that snow is white' is equivalent to saying 'Snow is white,'

making 'truth' a redundant term.

How do postmodern philosophers view truth?

Postmodern philosophers often challenge the notion of absolute or universal truth, arguing that truth is

constructed through language, power relations, and social contexts, and that multiple, competing truths

can exist simultaneously.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Truth in Philosophy: An In-Depth Exploration**

what is truth in philosophy has been a fundamental question that has intrigued thinkers, scholars, and

philosophers for millennia. At its core, truth represents one of the most essential concepts in human

understanding, shaping how knowledge is validated, beliefs are justified, and reality is perceived.

Philosophical inquiry into truth is not merely an abstract exercise; it influences disciplines ranging from



science and law to ethics and epistemology. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of truth in

philosophy, examining its prevailing theories, implications, and the ongoing debates that continue to

challenge conventional wisdom.

The Nature of Truth: A Philosophical Overview

Philosophy traditionally regards truth as the correspondence between statements or beliefs and reality.

This correspondence theory suggests that a proposition is true if it accurately reflects the way things

actually are. However, exploring what constitutes “reality” and how language or thought aligns with it

quickly reveals complexity. Over the centuries, alternative theories have emerged to address perceived

limitations and nuances in understanding truth.

Truth in philosophy is not a monolithic concept but a spectrum of interpretations, each addressing

different aspects of truth’s relationship to knowledge, language, and existence. These interpretations

are often shaped by historical context, linguistic analysis, and cultural factors, adding layers to the

ongoing quest to define what truth truly means.

Correspondence Theory of Truth

One of the oldest and most intuitive accounts, the correspondence theory, traces back to classical

philosophers like Aristotle and Aquinas. According to this view, a statement is true if it corresponds to

a fact or state of affairs in the world. For example, the statement “snow is white” is true if, in reality,

snow is white.

**Pros:**

- Intuitive and straightforward.

- Aligns with common-sense notions of truth.

- Provides an objective basis for truth claims.



**Cons:**

- Difficulties arise in defining what counts as a “fact.”

- Challenges with abstract concepts or moral truths.

- The theory struggles with statements about future events or hypothetical scenarios.

Coherence Theory of Truth

In contrast, the coherence theory proposes that truth depends on the consistency and coherence of a

set of beliefs or propositions within a system. A statement is true if it fits logically within an established

web of beliefs without contradictions.

This approach is often favored in contexts where empirical verification is challenging, such as

mathematics or ethics. It places an emphasis on the relational integrity of ideas rather than direct

correspondence with an external reality.

**Pros:**

- Useful for abstract domains like logic and mathematics.

- Emphasizes systemic consistency.

- Accommodates complex belief systems.

**Cons:**

- Coherent yet false belief systems may exist.

- Lacks direct connection to empirical reality.

- Difficult to determine which coherence system is authoritative.

Pragmatic Theory of Truth

Originating from American pragmatists like Charles Peirce, William James, and John Dewey, the

pragmatic theory views truth as what works in practical terms. A proposition is true if it proves useful,



effective, or satisfactory in practical application.

This practical lens ties truth to human experience and outcomes, making it dynamic and context-

dependent rather than fixed and absolute.

**Pros:**

- Emphasizes utility and functionality.

- Adapts to changing contexts and knowledge.

- Bridges theory with real-world consequences.

**Cons:**

- May conflate truth with belief or usefulness.

- Risk of relativism.

- Practical success does not always equate to objective truth.

Deflationary and Minimalist Theories

More recent philosophical approaches, such as deflationary or minimalist theories, argue that “truth” is

not a substantial property but a linguistic convenience. According to this view, asserting that “it is true

that snow is white” is equivalent to simply stating “snow is white.” The concept of truth does not

correspond to a deeper metaphysical reality but serves a functional role in language for generalization

and endorsement.

This perspective challenges traditional theories by minimizing the metaphysical weight of truth and

focusing on its role in communication.

Key Philosophical Debates Surrounding Truth

The question of what is truth in philosophy naturally leads to broader debates that have engaged



thinkers across ages.

Relativism vs. Absolutism

One major fault line divides those who see truth as absolute and universal from those who argue truth

is relative to cultural, linguistic, or individual contexts. Absolutists maintain that truth exists

independently of human beliefs or perceptions, while relativists contend that truth varies based on

frameworks and perspectives.

This debate has profound implications for ethics, politics, and intercultural dialogue, often influencing

how societies negotiate differing viewpoints.

Truth and Language

Philosophers such as Ludwig Wittgenstein and the later analytic tradition have emphasized the role of

language in shaping truth. The idea that the limits of language are the limits of one’s world suggests

that truth might be intricately tied to linguistic structures.

Interpretations of truth thus depend on semantics, syntax, and the pragmatic use of language, making

the investigation into truth inseparable from linguistic analysis.

Truth in Epistemology

In epistemology—the study of knowledge—the concept of truth is central to understanding what it

means to know something. Truth is often paired with justification and belief in traditional models of

knowledge (the “justified true belief” model). However, challenges such as the Gettier problem reveal

complexities in equating knowledge simply with truth and justified belief, prompting ongoing refinement.



Contemporary Relevance and Applications

Understanding what is truth in philosophy is not confined to academic circles; it resonates in

contemporary discussions about misinformation, scientific inquiry, and legal standards.

Science: The scientific method relies on empirical evidence and falsifiability, linking truth closely

to reproducibility and correspondence.

Media and Information: In an era of “fake news” and information overload, philosophical insights

into truth help navigate the challenges of verifying claims and combating misinformation.

Law: Legal systems grapple with truth in the context of evidence, testimony, and justice, often

balancing factual accuracy with interpretive frameworks.

The Impact of Postmodernism

Postmodernist critiques have questioned the very notion of objective truth, emphasizing power

structures, narratives, and subjective experience. While controversial, this perspective has expanded

the philosophical discourse by highlighting the socio-cultural dimensions of truth and encouraging

pluralism.

The Enduring Quest for Truth

The question of what is truth in philosophy remains an open, evolving inquiry. Each theory offers

valuable insights yet encounters challenges that keep the dialogue vibrant. Whether through the lens



of correspondence, coherence, pragmatism, or linguistic analysis, truth is an indispensable concept

that underpins human knowledge and understanding.

Philosophy’s exploration of truth continues to influence how societies define knowledge, navigate

uncertainty, and pursue wisdom—reminding us that truth, while elusive, remains central to the human

experience.

What Is Truth In Philosophy

  what is truth in philosophy: What Philosophers Should Know About Truth Fred
Stoutland, 2019-05-06 Fred Stoutland was a major figure in the philosophy of action and philosophy
of language. This collection brings together essays on truth, language, action and mind and thus
provides an important summary of many key themes in Stoutland’s own work, as well as offering
valuable perspectives on key issues in contemporary philosophy.
  what is truth in philosophy: Truth Chase Wrenn, 2014-12-22 What is truth? Is there anything
that all truths have in common that makes them true rather than false? Is truth independent of
human thought, or does it depend in some way on what we believe or what we would be justified in
believing? In what sense, if any, is it better for beliefs or statements to be true than to be false? In
this engaging and accessible new introduction Chase Wrenn surveys a variety of theories of the
nature of truth and evaluates their philosophical costs and benefits. Paying particular attention to
how the theories accommodate realist intuitions and make sense of truth’s value, he discusses a full
range of theories from classical correspondence to relatively new deflationary and pluralist
accounts. The book provides a clear, non-technical entry point to contemporary debates about truth
for non-specialists. Specialists will also find new contributions to those debates, including a new
argument for the superiority of deflationism to causal correspondence and pluralist theories.
Drawing on a range of traditional and contemporary debates, this book will be of interest to students
and scholars alike and anyone interested in the nature and value of truth.
  what is truth in philosophy: Rethinking Truth Philip Higgs, Jane Smith, 2006 By offering the
statement, the truth or truths we accept determine what our lives are and will be, the authors of this
volume explore the contemporary world and all of its contradictions, from starvation, AIDS, and
illiteracy to digital technology, the human genome project, and the financial markets of Wall Street
and Tokyo. This engaging, accessible text examines the truth propounded by a range of philosophies,
such as critical theory, existentialism, feminism, and nihilism, discussing their practical applications
and offering responses to the questions asked.
  what is truth in philosophy: Truth and Its Nature (if Any) Jaroslav Peregrin, 1999-08-31
The question how to turn the principles implicitly governing the concept of truth into an explicit
definition (or explication) of the concept hence coalesced with the question how to get a finite grip
on the infinity of T-sentences. Tarski's famous and ingenious move was to introduce a new concept,
satisfaction, which could be, on the one hand, recursively defined, and which, on the other hand,
straightforwardly yielded an explication of truth. A surprising 'by-product' of Tarski's effort to bring
truth under control was the breathtaking finding that truth is in a precisely defined sense ineffable,
that no non trivial language can contain a truth-predicate which would be adequate for the very 4
language . This implied that truth (and consequently semantic concepts to which truth appeared to
be reducible) proved itself to be strangely 'language-dependent': we can have a concept of truth-in-L
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for any language L, but we cannot have a concept of truth applicable to every language. In a sense,
this means, as Quine (1969, p. 68) put it, that truth belongs to transcendental metaphysics, and
Tarski's 'scientific' investigations seem to lead us back towards a surprising proximity of some more
traditional philosophical views on truth. 3. TARSKI'S THEORY AS A PARADIGM So far Tarski
himself. Subsequent philosophers then had to find out what his considerations of the concept of
truth really mean and what are their consequences; and this now seems to be an almost
interminable task.
  what is truth in philosophy: Truth in Context Michael P. Lynch, 1998-12-01 A Choice
Outstanding Academic Title for 1999 Academic debates about pluralism and truth have become
increasingly polarized in recent years. One side embraces extreme relativism, deeming any talk of
objective truth as philosophically naïve. The opposition, frequently arguing that any sort of
relativism leads to nihilism, insists on an objective notion of truth according to which there is only
one true story of the world. Both sides agree that there is no middle path. In Truth in Context,
Michael Lynch argues that there is a middle path, one where metaphysical pluralism is consistent
with a robust realism about truth. Drawing on the work of Hilary Putnam, W.V.O. Quine, and Ludwig
Wittgenstein, among others, Lynch develops an original version of metaphysical pluralism, which he
calls relativistic Kantianism. He argues that one can take facts and propositions as relative without
implying that our ordinary concept of truth is a relative, epistemic, or soft concept. The truths may
be relative, but our concept of truth need not be.
  what is truth in philosophy: Essays on Truth and Reality Francis Herbert Bradley, 1914
  what is truth in philosophy: Substantive Perspectivism: An Essay on Philosophical
Concern with Truth Bo Mou, 2009-09-16 I have been thinking about the philosophical issue of
truth for more than two decades. It is one of several fascinating philosophical issues that motivated
me to change my primary re ective interest to philosophy after receiving BS in mathem- ics in 1982.
Some serious academic work in this connection started around the late eighties when I translated
into Chinese a dozen of Donald Davidson’s representative essays on truth and meaning and when I
assumed translator for Adam Morton who gave a series of lectures on the issue in Beijing (1988),
which was co-sponsored by my then institution (Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social
Science). I have loved the issue both for its own sake (as one speci c major issue in the phil- ophy of
language and metaphysics) and for the sake of its signi cant involvement in many philosophical
issues in different subjects of philosophy. Having been attracted to the analytic approach, I was then
interested in looking at the issue both from the points of view of classical Chinese philosophy and
Marxist philosophy, two major styles or frameworks of doing philosophy during that time in China,
and from the point of view of contemporary analytic philosophy, which was then less recognized in
the Chinese philosophical circle.
  what is truth in philosophy: Psalms and Hebrews Dirk J. Human, Gert Jacobus Steyn,
2010-10-28 The reception of early Jewish/Israelite texts in early Christianity provides valuable
insights into the hermeneutics of ancient authors and studies in this regard are vital for an
understanding of their theology/ies. By focusing particularly on the reception of the Psalms through
the hand of the unknown author of Hebrews, Old Testament and New Testament scholars combine
forces in this collection to determine the shifts in interpretation of the Psalms that took place during
the processes of (re)interpretation within the work of a particular early Christian writer. By paying
careful attention to the original reading(s) of the text versions utilized as well as to the manner in
which those texts were embedded in a later literary context by the author of Hebrews, they provide
a window into the trajectories of the Psalm traditions. A contextual contribution illustrates the
versification of the Psalms in a contemporary African language, Afrikaans, to illustrate how the
Psalms' reception remains a vivid endeavor in current times.
  what is truth in philosophy: The Primitivist Theory of Truth Jamin Asay, 2013-10-03 Jamin
Asay's book offers a fresh and daring perspective on the age-old question 'What is truth?', with a
comprehensive articulation and defence of primitivism, the view that truth is a fundamental and
indefinable concept. Often associated with Frege and the early Russell and Moore, primitivism has



been largely absent from the larger conversation surrounding the nature of truth. Asay defends
primitivism by drawing on a range of arguments from metaphysics, philosophy of language and
philosophy of logic, and navigates between correspondence theory and deflationism by reviving
analytic philosophy's first theory of truth. In its exploration of the role that truth plays in our
cognitive and linguistic lives, The Primitivist Theory of Truth offers an account of not just the nature
of truth, but the foundational role that truth plays in our conceptual scheme. It will be valuable for
students and scholars of philosophy of language and of metaphysics.
  what is truth in philosophy: Donald Davidson Urszula M. Żegleń, 1999 Donald Davidson has
made enormous contributions to the philosophy of action, epistemology, semantics and philosophy of
mind and today is recognized as one of the most important analytical philosophers of the late
twentieth century. Davidson's philosophy is characterised not only by its rigour and intellectual
integrity but also by its continued interest in dialogue and re-evaluation of its paradigms. In the
spirit of this openness, this volume brings together essays on the major themes of Davidson's
thought by leading academics, along with individually penned responses by the philosopher himself.
  what is truth in philosophy: Social Domains of Truth Lambert Zuidervaart, 2023-03-10 Truth
is in trouble. In response, this book presents a new conception of truth. It recognizes that prominent
philosophers have questioned whether the idea of truth is important. Some have asked why we even
need it. Their questions reinforce broader trends in Western society, where many wonder whether or
why we should pursue truth. Indeed, some pundits say we have become a post-truth society. Yet
there are good reasons not to embrace the cultural Zeitgeist or go with the philosophical flow,
reasons to regard truth as a substantive and socially significant idea. This book explains why. First it
argues that propositional truth is only one kind of truth—an important kind, but not all important.
Then it shows how propositional truth belongs to the more comprehensive process of truth as a
whole. This process is a dynamic correlation between human fidelity to societal principles and a
life-giving disclosure of society. The correlation comes to expression in distinct social domains of
truth, where either propositional or nonpropositional truth is primary. The final chapters lay out five
such domains: science, politics, art, religion, and philosophy. Anyone who cares about the future of
truth in society will want to read this pathbreaking book.
  what is truth in philosophy: Post-Truth, Philosophy and Law Angela Condello, Tiziana
Andina, 2019-05-09 In the wake of Brexit and Trump, the debate surrounding post-truth fills the
newspapers and is at the center of the public debate. Democratic institutions and the rule of law
have always been constructed and legitimized by discourses of truth. And so the issue of post-truth
or fake truth can be regarded as a contemporary degeneration of that legitimacy. But what,
precisely, is post-truth from a theoretical point of view? Can it actually change perceptions of law, of
institutions and political power? And can it affect our understanding of society and social relations?
What are its ideological premises? What are the technical conditions that foster it? And most
importantly, does it have anything to teach lovers of the truth? Pursuing an interdisciplinary
perspective, this book gathers both well-known and newer scholars from a range of subject areas, to
engage in a philosophical interrogation of the relationship between truth and law.
  what is truth in philosophy: The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics Martin
Heidegger, 1995 This book, the text of Martin Heidegger's lecture course of 1929/30, is crucial for
an understanding of Heidegger's transition from the major work of his early years, Being and Time,
to his later preoccupations with language, truth, and history. First published in German in 1983 as
volume 29/30 of Heidegger's collected works, The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics presents
an extended treatment of the history of metaphysics and an elaboration of a philosophy of life and
nature. Heidegger's concepts of organism, animal behavior, and environment are uniquely
developed and defined with intensity. Of major interest is Heidegger's brilliant phenomenological
description of the mood of boredome, which he describes as a fundamental attunement of modern
times.
  what is truth in philosophy: Semantic-Truth Approaches in Chinese Philosophy Bo Mou,
2018-11-06 This book explains a distinctive pluralist account of truth, jointly-rooted perspectivism



(‘JRP’ for short). This explanation unifies various representative while philosophically interesting
truth-concern approaches in early Chinese philosophy on the basis of people’s pre-theoretic
“way-things-are-capturing” understanding of truth. It explains how JRP provides effective
interpretative resources to identify and explain one unifying line that runs through those distinct
truth-concern approaches and how they can thus talk with and complement each other and
contribute to the contemporary study of the issue of truth. In so doing, the book also engages with
some distinct treatments in the modern study of Chinese philosophy. Through testing its explanatory
power in effectively interpreting those representative truth-concern approaches in the Yi-Jing
philosophy, Gongsun Long’s philosophy, Later Mohist philosophy, classical Confucianism and
classical Daoism, JRP is also further justified and strengthened. Mou defends JRP as an original
unifying pluralist account in the context of cross-tradition philosophical engagement, which can also
effectively engage with other accounts of truth (including other types of pluralist accounts) in
contemporary philosophy. The purpose of this book is dual: (1) it is to enhance our understanding
and treatment of the truth concern as one strategic foundation of various movements of thought in
classical Chinese philosophy that are intended to capture “how things are”; (2) on the other hand, it
is to explore how the relevant resources in Chinese philosophy can contribute to the contemporary
exploration of the philosophical issue of truth in philosophically interesting and engaging way.
  what is truth in philosophy: The Meaning of Truth William James, 2018-05-23 Reproduction
of the original: The Meaning of Truth by William James
  what is truth in philosophy: The Verbal Philosophy of Real Time Andrzej Jarczewski,
2020-01-15 This book examines reality using verbs in their real time, which, like a segment of clock
time, runs from the occurrence of the cause to the inevitable effect. As argued here, errors in our
decisions often result from a ‘noun approach’ to the problem. A good decision depends on whether it
is made on the basis of real premises and whether the decision-maker is able to define what is
‘good’. These two eternal issues, ‘truth’ and ‘goodness’ are the subject of inquiry here. The findings
presented in this book invalidate the paradigm of ‘noun philosophy’ of the 20th century. It will
appeal to philosophers, as well as managers and decision makers.
  what is truth in philosophy: Science, Truth, Religion and Ethics as Foundations of a
Rational Philosophy of Life Harry Mann Gordin, 1924
  what is truth in philosophy: Truth, Language, and History Donald Davidson, 2005-02-17
Truth, Language, and History is the much-anticipated final volume of Donald Davidson's
philosophical writings. In the four groups of essays that comprise it, Davidson continues to explore
the themes that occupied him for more than fifty years: the relations between language and the
world; speaker intention and linguistic meaning; language and mind; mind and body; mind and
world; mind and other minds. He asks: what is the role of the concept of truth in these explorations?
And, can a scientific world view make room for human thought without reducing it to something
material and mechanistic? Davidson's underlying picture, which can be seen in many of these
essays, is that we are acquainted directly with the world, not indirectly via some intermediary such
as sense-data, representations, or language itself; that thought emerges in the first place through
interpersonal communication in a shared material world, and continues to develop as we engage
each other in dialogue; and that language depends on communication, not vice versa. This is the
triangulating situation - two creatures communicating about a common world - about which
Davidson has written elsewhere. As for the mind-body relation: our ontology need posit nothing
more that material objects and events; but as explainers we require two mutually irreducible
vocabularies: mind and body. In the last six essays Davidson finds interconnections between his own
views and those of some of the major philosophers of the past. Including a new introduction by his
widow, Marcia Cavell, this volume completes Donald Davidson's colossal intellectual legacy.
  what is truth in philosophy: Truth Alexis G. Burgess, John P. Burgess, 2014-08-31 This is a
concise introduction to current philosophical debates about truth. Combining philosophical and
technical material, the book is organized around, but not limited to, the view known as deflationism.
In clear language, Burgess and Burgess cover a wide range of issues, including the nature of truth,



the status of truth-value gaps, the relationship between truth and meaning, relativism and pluralism
about truth, and semantic paradoxes from Alfred Tarski to Saul Kripke and beyond. The book
provides a rich picture of contemporary philosophical theorizing about truth, one that will be
essential reading for philosophy students as well as philosophers specializing in other areas.
  what is truth in philosophy: The Force of Truth Daniele Lorenzini, 2023-09-13 Translated,
revised, and expanded by the author.
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