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To Be Young Gifted and Black Play: A Powerful Exploration of Identity and Art

to be young gifted and black play is more than just a theatrical production; it is a resonant piece
of art that celebrates the complexity, brilliance, and challenges of Black youth. This play, inspired by
Lorraine Hansberry’s legacy and the spirit of the African American experience, continues to captivate
audiences with its profound portrayal of race, identity, and cultural pride. In this article, we will dive
deep into the significance of the to be young gifted and black play, its historical context, themes, and
the enduring impact it has on contemporary theater and society.

The Origins of the To Be Young Gifted and Black Play

The phrase "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" originally comes from a song by Nina Simone, which itself
was inspired by the life and writings of Lorraine Hansberry, the acclaimed playwright of “A Raisin in
the Sun.” The song and the play both serve as affirmations of Black excellence and resilience during a
time of intense social upheaval in the 1960s.

Connection to Lorraine Hansberry

Lorraine Hansberry was a groundbreaking African American playwright whose work challenged racial
segregation and inequality. Her untimely death in 1965 inspired friends and fellow artists to create
tributes that would carry forward her legacy. The to be young gifted and black play is one such
tribute, weaving together Hansberry’s unpublished writings, letters, and poetry to tell a story that
honors her vision and voice.

The Play’s Debut and Evolution

First performed in the late 1960s, the to be young gifted and black play arrived during the height of
the Civil Rights Movement, making its messages even more poignant. Over the decades, it has
evolved with new interpretations and productions, each emphasizing different facets of Black identity,
creativity, and political struggle. Theatre companies across the United States have embraced the play
as an essential work that speaks to both historical and contemporary audiences.

Key Themes Explored in the To Be Young Gifted and
Black Play

The play delves deeply into themes that are both timeless and timely, making it a vital piece in
understanding Black cultural expression.



Celebration of Black Identity and Excellence

At its core, the play is an ode to the potential and brilliance of Black youth. It challenges the
stereotypical narratives imposed by society and instead celebrates intelligence, creativity, and
ambition. This theme resonates strongly today, as conversations about representation and
empowerment continue to grow.

Struggle Against Oppression

The to be young gifted and black play does not shy away from confronting the harsh realities of
racism and systemic oppression. It portrays the fight for equality and justice, reflecting the historical
context of the 1960s Civil Rights Movement but also echoing current social justice movements like
Black Lives Matter.

The Role of Art and Expression

Art, music, and poetry are central to the play’s message. They serve as tools for resistance, healing,
and storytelling. By incorporating various artistic forms, the play mirrors the rich cultural heritage of
the Black community and emphasizes the importance of creative expression as a means of
empowerment.

Why the To Be Young Gifted and Black Play Still
Matters Today

In today’s world, where conversations about race, identity, and equality are front and center, the to
be young gifted and black play remains incredibly relevant. It offers a historical perspective that
enriches our understanding of ongoing social challenges.

Educational Value

Many schools and universities include the play in their curricula to provide students with insight into
African American history and literature. It serves as a powerful teaching tool that fosters empathy,
cultural awareness, and critical thinking.

Inspiration for New Generations of Artists

The play continues to inspire playwrights, poets, musicians, and performers who seek to tell authentic
stories about the Black experience. It acts as a bridge between past and present artists, encouraging
them to push boundaries and explore themes of identity and justice.



Community and Cultural Impact

Productions of the to be young gifted and black play often serve as community events, bringing
people together to reflect on shared histories and aspirations. These performances create spaces for
dialogue, healing, and celebration, reinforcing the importance of theatre as a communal art form.

Tips for Experiencing the To Be Young Gifted and Black
Play

If you’re interested in seeing or studying the play, here are some helpful tips to enhance your
experience:

Research Historical Context: Understanding the era in which the play was written and first
performed will deepen your appreciation of its themes.

Explore Lorraine Hansberry’s Work: Reading “A Raisin in the Sun” or Hansberry’s essays
can provide valuable background.

Engage with the Music: Listening to Nina Simone’s "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" song
adds an emotional layer to the play’s narrative.

Attend Talkbacks or Panel Discussions: Many theater productions offer discussions after
the show that provide insights from the cast, director, or scholars.

Reflect on Contemporary Connections: Consider how the play’s messages relate to ongoing
conversations about race and identity today.

Impactful Performances and Adaptations

Over the years, numerous theaters and artists have brought the to be young gifted and black play to
life with unique perspectives.

Notable Productions

Several notable productions have stood out for their innovative staging and powerful performances.
Some companies have integrated multimedia, live music, and dance to enrich the storytelling, while
others have emphasized intimate, character-driven portrayals that highlight personal narratives.



Modern Interpretations

Contemporary directors often incorporate modern elements—such as references to current social
movements or updated dialogue—to connect the play’s original message with today’s audiences. This
ensures the play remains a living, breathing work that continues to challenge and inspire.

The Legacy of To Be Young Gifted and Black in Black
Theatre

The to be young gifted and black play holds a pivotal place within the broader tradition of Black
theatre. It helped pave the way for more diverse stories on stage and contributed to the rise of Black
playwrights and actors in mainstream theatre.

The play’s blend of political activism and artistic expression exemplifies how theatre can be a catalyst
for social change. It has inspired countless artists to use their craft as a form of resistance and
empowerment, reinforcing the importance of representation and storytelling in shaping cultural
narratives.

In embracing the to be young gifted and black play, audiences are invited to witness a powerful
celebration of Black youth, creativity, and resilience—a message that continues to resonate and uplift
across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the play 'To Be Young, Gifted
and Black'?
The central theme of the play is the struggle and resilience of African Americans during the Civil
Rights Movement, highlighting issues of identity, racism, and empowerment.

Who wrote 'To Be Young, Gifted and Black'?
'To Be Young, Gifted and Black' was written by Lorraine Hansberry, based on her unpublished writings
and personal experiences.

When and where was 'To Be Young, Gifted and Black' first
performed?
The play was first performed in 1969 in the United States, shortly after Lorraine Hansberry's death.

How does 'To Be Young, Gifted and Black' reflect Lorraine



Hansberry's life?
The play is a semi-autobiographical work that draws from Hansberry's own diaries, letters, and
experiences as a young black woman facing racial and social challenges.

Why is 'To Be Young, Gifted and Black' considered an
important work in African American literature?
It is considered important because it gives a powerful voice to black youth and intellectuals during a
pivotal time in American history, inspiring pride and activism.

What impact has 'To Be Young, Gifted and Black' had on
contemporary theater and culture?
The play has influenced contemporary theater by highlighting African American narratives and has
inspired generations to embrace their identity and advocate for social justice.

Additional Resources
**To Be Young, Gifted and Black Play: A Powerful Exploration of Identity and Legacy**

to be young gifted and black play stands as a seminal theatrical work that delves into the
intricate layers of African American identity, artistry, and the ongoing struggle for recognition and
equality. Rooted in the cultural and historical terrain of the Black experience, this play not only
resonates as a dramatic piece but also as a profound social commentary. Its enduring relevance is
evident in contemporary discussions about race, talent, and the societal expectations placed on
young Black individuals.

The Origins and Significance of To Be Young, Gifted
and Black Play

The play is inspired by the life and writings of Lorraine Hansberry, a distinguished African American
playwright best known for her groundbreaking work "A Raisin in the Sun." The title itself originates
from a song by Nina Simone, which was dedicated to Hansberry after her untimely death in 1965. This
connection between music, literature, and theater underscores the multidisciplinary nature of the play
and its message.

"To Be Young, Gifted and Black" was adapted for the stage by Hansberry’s ex-husband, Robert
Nemiroff, who sought to preserve her legacy by compiling her autobiographical writings, letters, and
unpublished works. The play’s structure is unconventional, blending narrative, poetry, and musical
elements to create a collage-like portrayal of Hansberry’s life and the wider Black experience during
the mid-20th century.



Thematic Exploration: Identity, Artistry, and Activism

At its core, the play is an exploration of what it means to be young, gifted, and Black in America—a
phrase that encapsulates both pride and the weight of societal challenges. The narrative confronts
themes such as racial discrimination, artistic expression, and the quest for social justice. These
themes are not only reflective of the historical context in which Hansberry lived but also resonate with
ongoing struggles faced by Black communities today.

The play’s thematic richness invites audiences to reflect on the intersectionality of identity—how race,
talent, and youth converge to shape experiences and opportunities. It challenges stereotypes by
presenting Black characters who are intellectual, creative, and politically engaged, countering
reductive portrayals often seen in mainstream media.

Structure and Style: A Non-Linear, Multimedia
Approach

Unlike traditional narrative plays, "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" employs a non-linear structure that
weaves together various forms of storytelling. This format allows for a multifaceted portrayal of
Hansberry’s life, blending her personal reflections with historical events and cultural commentary.

The use of music, particularly Nina Simone’s iconic song, enhances the emotional depth and cultural
resonance of the performance. The integration of poetry and letters provides intimate access to
Hansberry’s thoughts and experiences, creating a powerful connection between the playwright and
the audience.

Impact on Theater and Cultural Representation

The play has been influential in expanding the scope of African American theater by foregrounding
Black voices and stories that were historically marginalized. It paved the way for subsequent works
that explore Black identity with nuance and complexity.

Moreover, the play’s success demonstrated the viability and importance of plays centered on Black
experiences in mainstream theater. It has been celebrated for inspiring a generation of artists and
activists, emphasizing the role of art as a vehicle for social change.

Performance History and Critical Reception

Since its debut in the late 1960s, "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" has seen numerous revivals and
adaptations, each reaffirming its relevance across different eras. The play has been staged in various
theaters worldwide, including prominent venues such as the Negro Ensemble Company and the Public
Theater.

Critics have praised the play for its emotional intensity and innovative storytelling. Reviews often



highlight its ability to convey a powerful message without resorting to didacticism, making it both an
artistic and educational experience. The play’s blend of personal narrative and political discourse
invites audiences to engage with history while contemplating contemporary issues.

Pros and Cons of the Play’s Format and Presentation

Pros: The multimedia approach enriches the storytelling, allowing for a dynamic and immersive
experience. Its non-linear narrative invites deep reflection and emotional engagement.

Cons: Some viewers may find the structure challenging to follow due to its fragmented nature.
The play’s heavy reliance on historical context might require additional background knowledge
for full appreciation.

Relevance in Modern Contexts

In today’s landscape of renewed focus on racial justice and representation, "To Be Young, Gifted and
Black" remains a vital work. Its themes align with contemporary movements that emphasize
empowerment and visibility for Black youth. The play’s affirmation of Black talent and resilience
continues to inspire educational programs and theatrical productions aimed at fostering inclusivity.

Educational institutions often include the play in curricula exploring African American literature and
theater, recognizing its value in understanding cultural history and the arts. Furthermore, its message
encourages ongoing dialogue about the role of young Black individuals in shaping society and culture.

Comparisons with Similar Works

When compared to other landmark plays such as August Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle or Lorraine
Hansberry’s own "A Raisin in the Sun," "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" occupies a unique space.
While Wilson’s plays often focus on the African American experience through generational narratives,
and "A Raisin in the Sun" dramatizes family struggles with systemic racism, "To Be Young, Gifted and
Black" adopts a more autobiographical and poetic format. This distinction allows it to serve as both a
personal memoir and a collective anthem for Black empowerment.

The Legacy of Lorraine Hansberry Through the Play

The play serves as a testament to Lorraine Hansberry’s enduring influence as a pioneer in African
American theater and literature. By presenting her life and work on stage, it preserves her voice and
vision for future generations.

Hansberry’s legacy extends beyond theater; she was an activist committed to civil rights and social



justice. "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" encapsulates this spirit, highlighting the power of art to
challenge oppression and inspire change.

The play remains a cornerstone for those studying the intersections of race, art, and politics in
American history. It continues to encourage young artists and activists to embrace their gifts and
confront societal barriers with courage and creativity.

---

"To Be Young, Gifted and Black play" is more than a theatrical production—it is a cultural milestone
that bridges past and present struggles, celebrating the brilliance and resilience of Black youth. Its
layered narrative, innovative style, and profound themes make it an essential work for anyone
seeking to understand the complexities of identity and the transformative power of art.

To Be Young Gifted And Black Play

  to be young gifted and black play: To Be Young, Gifted and Black Lorraine Hansberry, 2021
The story of black playwright Lorraine Hansberry. Woven together from letters, diaries, notebooks
and extracts from her plays by Robert Nemiroff, her husband and literary executor. Arranged
chronologically but without sharp divisions between scenes. No single member of the cast plays
Lorraine Hansberry - all in turn (both male and female) play her, as well as characters from her
plays and the people who most affected her. Specifies three black actresses (one older), one black
actor, two white actresses and one white actor. More people can be used with less doubling.
  to be young gifted and black play: To Be Young, Gifted and Black Lorraine Hansberry,
1996-01-03 Assembled from plays, essays, letters, drawings, and photographs, this memoir records
the passionate engagement and spectacular accomplishment of the playwright of A Raisin in the
Sun. It follows Lorraine Hansberry from her childhood in Chicago (where her family encountered
vicious resistance when it moved into a white neighborhood), through her arrival in New York,
where the triumph of A Raisin in the Sun made her famous virtually overnight, to her death at the
tragically early age of thirty-four. Above all, Hansberry's autobiography rings with the voice of its
creator: a black woman who could be angry, loving, bitter, touchingly funny, and defiantly proud.
  to be young gifted and black play: "... to be Young, Gifted, and Black" Lorraine
Hansberry, 1967 Script of play, without cast of characters. Contains prologue and two acts.
  to be young gifted and black play: To be Young, Gifted, and Black Lorraine Hansberry, 1971
  to be young gifted and black play: To Be Young, Gifted, and Black: Lorraine Hansberry
in Her Own Words Lorraine Hansberry, James A. Baldwin, 1996 Includes autobiographical
sketches, play excerpts, and poetry from the African American playwright
  to be young gifted and black play: To Be Young, Gifted and Black Lorraine Hansberry,
1970-09
  to be young gifted and black play: To Be Young, Gifted and Black Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason,
2025-05-08 What does it mean – and how does it feel – to grow up as a Black artist today? ‘This
exceptional book, written with a mother’s love for her seven creative children, sensitively offers
profound and original insights and perspectives that enrich our culture. I feel so much wiser for
reading it.’ Bernardine Evaristo When Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason’s eldest daughter, Isata, made her
solo debut at the BBC Proms in 2023, she could not have been prouder. Watching years of hard work
transform into a transcendent performance was profoundly moving, both as music-lover and parent.
All fractured when her younger daughter turned to her in tears a few days later, having read online
abuse about her sister. Isata, it was declared, did not deserve to be there. How do you prepare your

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-142/to-be-young-gifted-and-black-play.pdf


child for the fact that no matter their talent, technique or dedication, they will be told they do not
belong? Through conversations with her extraordinarily gifted family, Kanneh-Mason explores what
it’s like to come of age in these turbulent times, when Black artistic self-expression is so often met
with disparagement and abuse online – and offers a hopeful, powerful way through.
  to be young gifted and black play: To be Young, Gifted and Black Robert Nemiroff, 1969
  to be young gifted and black play: Young, Gifted and Black Danny Ray Christian, 2017-03-02
The most crucial information this generation of African American youth must know is the fact that
unless they live their life with a sense of urgency and purpose, the world is going to pass them by.
Now is the time for those who want something more out of life than mediocrity and the status quo to
go out and get it. The people who are going to survive and prosper in this era of rapid change are
those who are able to be radical in both their thinking and dreaming. Young people of today cannot
content themselves with waiting on others to give them an opportunity and open doors for them but
must become proactive in creating opportunities for themselves. Know this one thing for sure:
opportunity doesnt breed purpose. Purpose creates opportunities by virtue of it, driving you out of
your comfort zone. I wish for my son and every other African American youth to know that the more
of their comfort they are willing to give up, the more of their dream and success they can achieve.
You are reading this book because I sacrificed five hundred of my seven-hundred-dollars-a-month
income to publish it, without having a place to live or knowing how I was going to make it through
the rest of the month. But that is what dream chasers do They throw everything they have behind
their dream. I caution every young person to not listen to those who tell you that you cant afford to
spend your last dollar on your dream. The truth is, you cant afford not to if you hope to ever see your
dream come true.
  to be young gifted and black play: To be Young, Gifted and Black , 1971
  to be young gifted and black play: Black Cultural Capital Vanessa Garry, E. Paulette
Isaac-Savage, Sha-Lai L. Williams, 2023-09-01 In antebellum America, Black children, even those of
tax-paying Blacks in most states could not attend White public schools or in some states any schools.
Nevertheless, with the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, Blacks assumed they
would receive all inalienable rights granted to them as American freedmen. For most, the right to a
proper public education for their children was paramount. Nevertheless, White educators often
neglected or poorly implemented Black schools, especially secondary schools. With their reluctance
to provide schools for Blacks, African American communities organized and petitioned school
districts to develop Black schools on par with those for Whites. In the book, Black Cultural Capital:
Activism that Spurred African American High Schools, authors describe the role of the Black
community in the development of high schools. Their narratives reveal White educators’
unwillingness to implement state laws requiring the education of all children. Their lack of
engagement galvanized Blacks to petition boards to adhere to the law. Additionally, they forced
school districts to hire Black teachers and provide facilities for Black children equal to those of
White children. The fruits of their labor enabled Black children to attend suitable facilities, as well as
learn from Black teachers who attended outstanding White and Black colleges and universities.
Furthermore, stories of the high schools illustrate how communities sprouted up around them
during their heydays as well as, for some, their demise as laws and court decisions eradicated Jim
Crow and enabled all Americans to live and learn where they desired. ENDORSEMENTS:
Throughout America, the freedom dreams of Black people and the intellectual currents that guided
them were first unleashed within one-room schoolhouses, dilapidated shacks, and church basements
that were converted into laboratories of discovery and dissent. In short – Black spaces matter and
have always mattered in the struggle for Black liberation. The authors of Black Cultural Capital have
delivered one of the most comprehensive collection of essays to date that highlight the monumental
legacy and rich history of America’s first Black high schools. Utilizing a vast array of sources, the
authors have created an intimate portrait of the struggle to carve out historic spaces that educated
and affirmed Black youth while simultaneously countering pernicious systems of white supremacy
that sought to undermine them at every step. This volume of essays is a must have for any serious



scholar or student of the Black freedom struggle in America. — Jelani M. Favors, North Carolina
A&T State University This is a long-awaited, quintessential contribution to our still-incomplete
knowledge and understanding of the unique but intertwined histories of Black education and
secondary schools in the United States. The narratives are incisive, enlightening, and inspiring. A
welcome advancement to the historical foundations of education. — Tondra L. Loder-Jackson, The
University of Alabama at Birmingham At a time when there is a deservingly greater appreciation for
historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs), we must also remember that K-12 Black high
schools played a pivotal role in anchoring communities and creating a sense of place and freedom
for Black people. In this edited book, Black Cultural Capital: Activism that Spurred African American
High Schools, Drs. Vanessa B. Garry, E. Paulette Isaac-Savage, and Sha-Lai L. Williams produced a
timely and much-needed book about the significant role Black high schools have historically--and
continue to play--in Black communities and the Black freedom struggle. With detailed historical case
studies of Black high schools throughout the United States, the various authors illuminate how these
schools served as pillars in Black communities. — Jerome Morris, The University of Missouri - St.
Louis
  to be young gifted and black play: A to Z of American Women Writers Carol Kort,
2014-05-14 Presents a biographical dictionary profiling important women authors, including birth
and death dates, accomplishments and bibliography of each author's work.
  to be young gifted and black play: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1964 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  to be young gifted and black play: Examining Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun
as Counternarrative Carl A. Grant, 2023-09-29 Examining Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the
Sun as Counternarrative: Understanding the Black Family and Black Students shows how and why
Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun, should be used as a teaching tool to help educators
develop a more accurate and authentic understanding of the Black Family. The purpose of this book
is to help educators develop a greater awareness of Black children and youth’s, humanity, academic
potential and learning capacity, and for teachers to develop the consciousness to disavow white
supremacy, American exceptionalism, myths, racial innocence, and personal absolution within the
education system. This counternarrative responds to the flawed and racist perceptions, stereotypes,
and tropes that are perpetuated in schools and society about the African American family and Black
students in US schools. It is deliberative and reverberating in addressing anti-Black racism. It
argues that, if Education is to be reimagined through a social justice structure, teachers must be
educated with works that include Black artists and educators, and teachers must be committed to
decolonizing their own minds. Examining Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun as
Counternarrative: Understanding the Black Family and Black Students is important reading for
undergraduate and postgraduate courses in Educational Foundations, Curriculum and Instruction,
Education Policy, Multicultural Education, Social Justice Education, and Black Studies. It will also be
beneficial reading for in-service educators.
  to be young gifted and black play: N'Digo Legacy Black Luxe 110: Fashion, Theatre and
Historians Edition Hermene Hartman, David Smallwood, 2017-12-12 Iconic Black Chicagoan
profiles. This volume is a book of comedians, athletes, and musicians of Chicago. A must have for
everyone who cherishes the history of Chicago within the African American community. A
contemporary history of over 30 years.
  to be young gifted and black play: Encyclopedia of African American Popular Culture Jessie
Smith, 2010-12-17 This four-volume encyclopedia contains compelling and comprehensive
information on African American popular culture that will be valuable to high school students and
undergraduates, college instructors, researchers, and general readers. From the Apollo Theater to



the Harlem Renaissance, from barber shop and beauty shop culture to African American holidays,
family reunions, and festivals, and from the days of black baseball to the era of a black president, the
culture of African Americans is truly unique and diverse. This diversity is the result of intricate
customs forged in tightly woven communities—not only in the United States, but in many cases also
stemming from the traditions of another continent. Encyclopedia of African American Popular
Culture presents information in a traditional A–Z organization, capturing the essence of the customs
of African Americans and presenting this rich cultural heritage through the lens of popular culture.
Each entry includes historical and current information to provide a meaningful background for the
topic and the perspective to appreciate its significance in a modern context. This encyclopedia is a
valuable research tool that provides easy access to a wealth of information on the African American
experience.
  to be young gifted and black play: American Culture in the 1950s Martin Halliwell,
2007-03-13 This book provides a stimulating account of the dominant cultural forms of 1950s
America: fiction and poetry; theatre and performance; film and television; music and radio; and the
visual arts. Through detailed commentary and focused case studies of influential texts and events -
from Invisible Man to West Side Story, from Disneyland to the Seattle World's Fair, from Rear
Window to The Americans - the book examines the way in which modernism and the cold war offer
two frames of reference for understanding the trajectory of postwar culture. The two core aims of
this volume are to chart the changing complexion of American culture in the years following World
War II and to provide readers with a critical investigation of 'the 1950s'. The book provides an
intellectual context for approaching 1950s American culture and considers the historical impact of
the decade on recent social and cultural developments.
  to be young gifted and black play: World Encyclopedia of Contemporary Theatre Arthur
Holmberg, Carlos Solorzano, 2014-06-03 The second volume of the World Encyclopedia of
Contemporary Theatre covers the Americas, from Canada to Argentina, including the United States.
Entries on twenty-six countries are preceded by specialist introductions on Theatre in Post-Colonial
Latin America, Theatres of North America, Puppet Theatre, Theatre for Young Audiences, Music
Theatre and Dance Theatre. The essays follow the series format, allowing for cross-referring across
subjects, both within the volume and between volumes. Each country entry is written by specialists
in the particular country and the volume has its own teams of regional editors, overseen by the main
editorial team based at the University of York in Canada headed by Don Rubin. Each entry covers all
aspects of theatre genres, practitioners, writers, critics and styles, with bibliographies, over 200
black & white photographs and a substantial index. This is a unique volume in its own right; in
conjunction with the other volumes in this series it forms a reference resource of unparalleled value.
  to be young gifted and black play: The ABCs of Black History Rio Cortez, 2020-12-08 A
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER B is for Beautiful, Brave, and Bright! And for a Book that takes a
Bold journey through the alphabet of Black history and culture. Letter by letter, The ABCs of Black
History celebrates a story that spans continents and centuries, triumph and heartbreak, creativity
and joy. It’s a story of big ideas––P is for Power, S is for Science and Soul. Of significant moments––G
is for Great Migration. Of iconic figures––H is for Zora Neale Hurston, X is for Malcom X. It’s an ABC
book like no other, and a story of hope and love. In addition to rhyming text, the book includes back
matter with information on the events, places, and people mentioned in the poem, from Mae Jemison
to W. E. B. Du Bois, Fannie Lou Hamer to Sam Cooke, and the Little Rock Nine to DJ Kool Herc.
  to be young gifted and black play: World Encyclopedia of Contemporary Theatre Don Rubin,
Carlos Solorzano, 2013-10-08 This new in paperback edition of World Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Theatre covers the Americas, from Canada to Argentina, including the United States. Entries on
twenty six countries are preceded by specialist introductions on Theatre in Post-Colonial Latin
America, Theatres of North America, Puppet Theatre, Theatre for Young Audiences, Music Theatre
and Dance Theatre. The essays follow the series format, allowing for cross-referring across subjects,
both within the volume and between volumes. Each country entry is written by specialists in the
particular country and the volume has its own teams of regional editors, overseen by the main



editorial team based at the University of York in Canada headed by Don Rubin. Each entry covers all
aspects of theatre genres, practitioners, writers, critics and styles, with bibliographies, over 200
black & white photographs and a substantial index. This Encyclopedia is indispensable for anyone
interested in the cultures of the Americas or in modern theatre. It is also an invaluable reference
tool for students and scholars of a wide range of disciplines including history, performance studies,
anthropology and cultural studies.
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