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st andrews old course hole by hole guide – if you’re a golf enthusiast or someone dreaming of
playing the “Home of Golf,” understanding the nuances of this iconic course is essential. The Old
Course at St Andrews, with its rich history dating back to the 15th century, has become a pilgrimage
site for golfers worldwide. This hole-by-hole guide will take you through each of the 18 holes,
offering insights, strategic tips, and a glimpse into what makes this legendary links course so
unique.

Understanding the St Andrews Old Course

Before diving into the hole-by-hole journey, it’s worth noting what sets the Old Course apart from
other championship courses. Situated on the east coast of Scotland, the course is a classic links
layout characterized by undulating fairways, deep bunkers, and large double greens shared by
adjacent holes. The famous Swilcan Bridge and the Road Hole bunker are just a couple of the
landmarks that define the Old Course experience.

Playing the Old Course requires not just power but strategy, creativity, and patience. Weather
conditions, especially the wind coming off the North Sea, can dramatically affect play, making
knowledge of each hole’s quirks invaluable.
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Hole 1: Burn

The opening hole at St Andrews is a relatively short par-4, measuring about 376 yards. While it
seems straightforward, the presence of the “Burn” – a small stream running near the fairway –
demands accuracy off the tee. A well-placed drive down the left-center of the fairway avoids the burn
and sets up a mid-iron approach to a large green. The green slopes from back to front, so avoid
going long to prevent tricky downhill putts.

Hole 2: Dyke

At 453 yards, the second hole is a challenging par-4 that requires a precise tee shot to avoid the
massive “Principal’s Nose” bunker on the right. The fairway slopes towards the right, so a fade can
be advantageous. The approach shot is uphill to a green protected by bunkers in front that can catch
any short balls. Club selection is key here, as the green can be quite undulating.



Hole 3: Cartgate (Out)

This hole is a longer par-4, around 397 yards, nicknamed after the Cartgate bunker guarding the left
side. The tee shot needs to avoid this deep hazard, encouraging a drive towards the safer right side
of the fairway. The approach shot is tricky because of the large double green shared with the 15th
hole, with subtle breaks that challenge even the best putters.

Hole 4: Ginger Beer

Hole 4 is a classic short par-4, measuring just 264 yards, and often tempting players to go for the
green off the tee. However, the green is heavily protected by bunkers, including the notorious
“Ginger Beer” bunker on the right. For most, a controlled tee shot to the fairway followed by a
wedge approach is the smarter play to avoid trouble.

Hole 5: Hole O’Cross (Out)

At 568 yards, this par-5 is one of the longest on the front nine. The fairway is wide but features
several deep bunkers on both sides, requiring careful navigation. The green is large and slightly
elevated, guarded by deep bunkers. Many players aim to reach the green in two, but laying up short
and to the left is often the safer strategy.

Hole 6: Heathery (Out)

This par-4, measuring 412 yards, is framed by heather rough on the left and several bunkers on the
right. The hole doglegs slightly right, inviting a draw off the tee. The approach is to a large green
that slopes significantly from back to front, so club selection and distance control are critical to
avoid three-putting.

Hole 7: High (Out)

A relatively short par-4 at 371 yards, the seventh hole challenges players with an elevated tee shot
and a green protected by deep bunkers. The fairway slopes from left to right, meaning the ball can
roll into trouble if not placed correctly. The green’s subtle breaks require careful reading for
successful putting.

Hole 8: Short (Out)

One of the most iconic holes at St Andrews, the eighth is a par-3 playing just 175 yards. The tee shot
requires precision, as the green is surrounded by deep bunkers, including the infamous “Short
bunker.” Wind conditions can make club selection tricky here. The green slopes severely from back
to front, so landing short can lead to difficult up-and-downs.



Hole 9: End (Out)

The front nine closes with a long par-4 of 423 yards. The fairway is generous, but the approach shot
is complicated by the large, undulating green shared with the 17th hole. Bunkers guard the front
and left sides, demanding an accurate iron shot. The green’s subtle breaks make putting a test of
skill.

Hole 10: Bobby Jones (In)

The back nine begins with a challenging par-4 of 386 yards. The tee shot must avoid the deep
“Bobby Jones” bunker on the right. The fairway slopes gently, and the approach is uphill to a green
protected by bunkers on both sides. With its name honoring the legendary golfer, this hole carries a
sense of history and challenge.

Hole 11: High (In)

A long par-3 measuring 174 yards, the 11th is a demanding hole with a green guarded by deep
bunkers on all sides. The prevailing wind often affects this hole, making club choice difficult.
Precision is paramount, as any miss can leave a challenging bunker shot or a tricky chip.

Hole 12: Heathery (In)

At 348 yards, the 12th is a short par-4 that tempts players to drive the green. However, the
“Heathery” rough and deep bunkers protect the putting surface. A conservative tee shot followed by
a precise approach is the safer route, especially when the wind is strong.

Hole 13: Hole O’Cross (In)

Playing 465 yards, this par-5 mirrors its front nine counterpart but with slightly different bunker
placements. The fairway is wide but guarded by the “Hole O’Cross” bunker on the left. Many players
attempt to reach the green in two, but the approach is tricky due to the green’s undulations and
surrounding bunkers.

Hole 14: Long (In)

A lengthy par-5 measuring 618 yards, the 14th demands distance and accuracy. The fairway is wide
but features several deep bunkers, including “Long Bunker” on the left. Most golfers lay up short of
the green to avoid the well-placed hazards, then rely on a precise wedge shot to set up a birdie
opportunity.



Hole 15: Cartgate (In)

This par-4 of 423 yards shares its green with the third hole, making it a unique challenge. The
“Cartgate” bunker guards the left side, and the fairway slopes toward it. The approach shot requires
careful club selection to handle the large, undulating green.

Hole 16: Corner of the Dyke (In)

A shorter par-4 at 423 yards, the 16th hole is named for the corner of the “Dyke” bunker on the left.
The fairway slopes from left to right, encouraging a fade off the tee. The approach is to a green with
tricky contours and bunkers protecting the front.

Hole 17: Road Hole

Perhaps the most famous hole on the Old Course and one of the most challenging par-4s in golf, the
17th is a true test of nerve and skill. Measuring 495 yards, the tee shot must avoid the deep “Road
Hole” bunker on the right and the out-of-bounds road and wall behind it. The approach requires a
blind shot over the corner of a stone wall onto a narrow green that slopes severely. Many players
consider this hole the ultimate challenge in links golf.

Hole 18: Tom Morris

The finishing hole at St Andrews is a memorable par-4 of 357 yards. The iconic “Swilcan Bridge”
divides the fairway early on, and players often feel the weight of history as they cross it. The green is
large but guarded by the “Hell Bunker” on the left and other deep bunkers. The closing hole
combines strategic shot-making with a touch of drama, perfect for ending a round at the Home of
Golf.

Tips for Playing the Old Course at St Andrews

Playing St Andrews requires more than just a good swing; understanding the course’s layout and
strategy is essential. Here are some tips to keep in mind when tackling the Old Course:

Study the wind: The coastal location means wind direction and speed change constantly,
affecting shot selection.

Respect the bunkers: The Old Course has some of the deepest and most penal bunkers in
golf; avoid them at all costs.

Play the angles: Many holes reward thoughtful positioning rather than sheer distance.



Master the double greens: Knowing which side of the green you are on affects putting lines
and strategies.

Be prepared for uneven lies: The natural contours mean you’ll often be hitting shots from
slopes or uneven ground.

The Legacy of St Andrews Old Course

The Old Course is more than just a golf course; it’s a symbol of the game’s heritage. Hosting The
Open Championship multiple times, it has seen legends like Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, and Tiger
Woods test their skills on its fairways. Playing each hole offers not only a challenge but a connection
to centuries of golf history.

Whether you’re planning a trip to Scotland or simply want to deepen your appreciation of the
course, this St Andrews Old Course hole by hole guide provides a window into the tactical intricacies
and charm of this world-famous layout. Understanding each hole’s personality helps you appreciate
why St Andrews is revered as the spiritual home of golf.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1st hole on the St Andrews Old
Course?
The 1st hole, known as "Burn," is a challenging par 4 that requires accuracy off the tee to avoid the
Burn bunker and the Swilcan Burn, setting the tone for the round.

How does the 6th hole, 'Heathery,' test a golfer's skills?
The 6th hole is a long par 4 that demands precise driving to avoid the heather and strategically
placed bunkers, emphasizing accuracy and distance control.

What makes the 17th hole, 'Road,' famous at the Old Course?
The 17th hole is iconic for its large double green shared with the 18th hole and the Swilcan Bridge
nearby, requiring careful approach shots over a narrow fairway to avoid bunkers and rough.

Can you describe the challenges of the 4th hole, 'Ginger Beer'?
The 4th hole is a short par 4 that tempts players to drive the green, but numerous bunkers and the
strategic layout penalize overly aggressive shots, making course management crucial.



What strategy is recommended for playing the 8th hole,
'Cartgate (Out)'?
The 8th hole requires a well-placed tee shot to avoid the Cartgate bunker and an accurate approach
to a sloping green, favoring players who can control trajectory and spin.

How does the 11th hole, 'High Hole,' test a golfer's shot-
making?
The 11th hole is a long par 3 with a large, undulating green guarded by deep bunkers, demanding
precise distance control and the ability to handle difficult pin positions.

What is unique about the 18th hole, 'Tom Morris'?
The 18th hole is a par 4 with a double green shared with the 17th hole, featuring the famous Swilcan
Bridge and a challenging approach over bunkers, making it a memorable finishing hole.

How do the bunkers influence play throughout the Old
Course?
The Old Course is famous for its strategically placed deep bunkers, such as the Hell Bunker on the
14th hole, which significantly affect shot selection and course strategy.

What role does the wind play on the St Andrews Old Course?
Wind is a major factor at St Andrews, as the open links terrain allows strong and variable winds that
can dramatically change the difficulty and strategy for every hole.

Are there any holes on the Old Course that share greens?
Yes, the Old Course has two double greens: one shared by the 1st and 18th holes, and another
shared by the 17th and 18th holes, which is a unique feature requiring careful putting and approach
play.

Additional Resources
St Andrews Old Course Hole by Hole Guide: A Detailed Examination of Golf’s Historic Links

st andrews old course hole by hole guide offers an indispensable resource for golf enthusiasts,
historians, and professionals aiming to deepen their understanding of one of the sport’s most iconic
venues. The Old Course at St Andrews, often revered as the "Home of Golf," is steeped in tradition
and challenges that have shaped the game for centuries. This comprehensive hole-by-hole analysis
not only highlights the unique characteristics of each hole but also provides insight into strategic
considerations, course architecture, and how this legendary layout continues to influence modern
golf.



Understanding the St Andrews Old Course

The Old Course at St Andrews, located in Fife, Scotland, is one of the oldest golf courses in the
world, dating back to the early 15th century. Renowned for its distinctive double greens, vast
bunkers, and sprawling fairways, the course is a par 72, stretching approximately 6,720 yards.
Unlike many modern courses designed for power and precision, St Andrews emphasizes strategy,
course management, and an intimate knowledge of the land’s natural contours.

The unique features of the Old Course, such as the famous Road Hole bunker and the expansive
Swilcan Bridge on the 18th, have become symbols not just of the course itself but of golf’s heritage
worldwide. Each hole presents its own set of challenges and nuances, making the hole-by-hole guide
essential for players who wish to tackle this historic layout successfully.

Hole-by-Hole Analysis of St Andrews Old Course

Hole 1 – The Burn

The opening hole, a par 4 measuring around 376 yards, sets the tone for the round. The tee shot
must navigate the strategically placed bunkers and the infamous "Burn" (a small stream) that
crosses the fairway approximately 100 yards from the tee. Precision off the tee is vital to avoid
hazards and secure a comfortable approach to the green, which is generous but slopes subtly from
back to front.

Hole 2 – The Dyke

A short par 4, approximately 352 yards, the second hole demands accurate tee shots to avoid the
out-of-bounds area along the left and the strategically placed bunkers on the right. The approach
shot is critical, as the green is shallow and guarded by deep bunkers, requiring finesse and careful
club selection.

Hole 3 – Cartgate (Out)

This par 4, measuring about 397 yards, is named after the Cartgate bunker, one of the largest on the
course. The tee shot is challenging due to the narrow fairway and the presence of the Cartgate
bunker on the right side. Players must decide whether to play safe to the left or risk a more
aggressive line. The green slopes from front to back and is protected by deep bunkers, demanding
precise iron play.

Hole 4 – The Railway



A straightforward par 4 of 480 yards, the fourth hole is one of the longest on the front nine. The
challenge lies in its length and the positioning of the large railway bunker that guards the left side of
the fairway. Modern players often favor a long, accurate drive to set up a manageable approach
shot.

Hole 5 – The Hole

This par 5, approximately 568 yards, offers birdie opportunities but requires strategic shot
placement. The fairway is broad but flanked by bunkers that come into play for errant tee shots. The
green is relatively flat, encouraging aggressive approaches, but the surrounding bunkers punish
miscalculations.

Hole 6 – Heathery (Out)

A demanding par 4 of 412 yards, the sixth hole is characterized by undulating terrain and a green
protected by the notorious "Heathery" bunker on the right. The strategic element lies in the
positioning of the tee shot to allow the best angle into the green.

Hole 7 – High (Out)

This short par 3, measuring just 174 yards, is deceptively difficult. The elevated tee offers a
panoramic view, but swirling coastal winds can complicate club selection. The green is large but
slopes severely, requiring precise putting.

Hole 8 – Short (Out)

Another par 4, approximately 370 yards, the eighth hole demands accuracy off the tee to avoid
bunkers on both sides of the fairway. The green slopes from back to front and is guarded by deep
bunkers that challenge approach shots.

Hole 9 – End (Out)

The ninth hole is a par 4 of 352 yards and is considered one of the most strategic holes on the front
nine. The famous "End Bunker" lies in wait on the right side of the fairway, forcing players to
carefully select their tee shot placement.

Hole 10 – Bobby Jones (In)

Named after the legendary golfer, the tenth hole is a long par 4 of 495 yards. The tee shot requires
length and accuracy, with the fairway sloping from left to right. The green is protected by deep



bunkers, demanding confident approach shots.

Hole 11 – High (In)

A par 3 of 174 yards, the eleventh hole requires a precise tee shot to a green that slopes severely
from back to front. The hole’s challenge is compounded by wind conditions and the positioning of
bunkers around the green.

Hole 12 – Heathery (In)

This par 4 stretches to about 348 yards and features a narrow fairway flanked by deep bunkers. The
green is relatively small and well-protected, requiring careful iron play.

Hole 13 – Hole O’Cross (In)

At 465 yards, this par 5 is one of the longest holes on the course. The fairway is wide but guarded by
strategically placed bunkers. The green is large, offering birdie chances but punishing inaccurate
approaches.

Hole 14 – Long (In)

A testing par 4, roughly 453 yards, the fourteenth demands a long and accurate tee shot. The second
shot often plays uphill to a green protected by bunkers, requiring a precise approach.

Hole 15 – Cartgate (In)

This par 5, about 500 yards, is named for the large Cartgate bunker that guards the fairway. The
hole offers risk-reward opportunities for long hitters but penalizes errant shots.

Hole 16 – Corner of the Dyke (In)

A challenging par 4 of 423 yards, the sixteenth hole’s name reflects the strategic corner bunker that
influences tee shot placement. Precision is key to setting up a manageable approach.

Hole 17 – Road (In)

Arguably the most famous hole on the Old Course, the seventeenth hole is a par 4 measuring 495
yards. The tee shot requires a blind drive over the corner of the Old Course Hotel, while the



approach shot must navigate the infamous Road Hole bunker and a road that borders the green. This
hole epitomizes the blend of risk and strategy that defines St Andrews.

Hole 18 – Tom Morris

The final hole, a par 4 of 356 yards, is named after the legendary golfer Old Tom Morris. The hole is
known for the iconic Swilcan Bridge that players cross on their way to the green. The green is large
but slopes and is guarded by bunkers, providing a fittingly dramatic finish to the round.

Strategic Considerations and Course Features

The St Andrews Old Course is less about raw power and more about tactical shot-making. Players
must carefully navigate natural hazards, variable wind conditions, and unique course features such
as double greens and shared fairways. The interplay between the expansive bunkers and the
undulating terrain demands a nuanced understanding of the course.

Additionally, the Old Course’s shared fairways—where players on different holes may tee off or
approach simultaneously—add a layer of complexity and require awareness and etiquette. The
course’s subtle topography and prevailing coastal winds also make club selection and shot shape
critical components for success.

Why a Hole-by-Hole Guide Matters

For both first-time visitors and seasoned professionals, a detailed hole-by-hole guide is invaluable. It
allows players to prepare mentally and strategically for each unique challenge, improving shot
selection and course management. Moreover, understanding the historical context behind certain
holes enriches the playing experience, connecting golfers with centuries of tradition.

In conclusion, the St Andrews Old Course hole by hole guide serves as both a practical tool and a
historical document, inviting players to engage deeply with one of golf’s most hallowed grounds.
Whether facing the intimidating Road Hole or savoring the iconic scenery at the Swilcan Bridge,
each hole offers a narrative and a test, making the Old Course a timeless challenge in the world of
golf.
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