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**Contributions of Emile Durkheim to Sociology™**

Contributions of Emile Durkheim to sociology are foundational to understanding how modern social
sciences have evolved. Often hailed as one of the founding fathers of sociology, Durkheim’s work laid
the groundwork for analyzing society in a systematic and scientific way. His ideas not only shaped
academic discussions but also influenced how societies comprehend social cohesion, collective
consciousness, and the role of institutions. If you’ve ever wondered why societies function the way
they do or how social norms keep us connected, Durkheim’s theories offer compelling insights that

continue to resonate today.

Understanding Social Facts: Durkheim’s Cornerstone Concept

One of Durkheim’s most significant contributions to sociology was his introduction of the concept of
**social facts**. These are aspects of social life that exist outside of individual choices but exert control
over individuals. Social facts include norms, values, laws, customs, and institutions that influence

behavior.

Unlike psychological explanations that focus on individuals, Durkheim insisted that sociologists must
study these external forces to understand how society operates. For example, the law is a social fact

because it governs behavior and exists independently of any single person’s will.

This idea shifted the focus of sociology from purely philosophical speculation to empirical investigation.
Durkheim’s emphasis on social facts paved the way for sociology to be recognized as a distinct

scientific discipline.



Why Social Facts Matter in Sociology

Social facts help explain collective behavior and social order. They provide a framework for analyzing
how societies maintain stability despite individual differences. When social facts weaken or break

down, society risks falling into disorder or anomie—a concept Durkheim famously explored.

Durkheim’s Study of Social Cohesion and Solidarity

Another major area where Durkheim made invaluable contributions is in his exploration of social
cohesion. He was deeply interested in understanding what binds people together in society. His work

identifies two primary types of solidarity: **mechanical solidarity** and **organic solidarity**.

Mechanical Solidarity: The Glue of Traditional Societies

In simpler, pre-industrial societies, mechanical solidarity describes a form of social cohesion based on
shared beliefs, values, and customs. People feel connected because they perform similar tasks and
have common experiences. Here, the collective conscience—the set of shared norms and values—is

strong and dominant.

Organic Solidarity: The Bond in Complex Societies

In contrast, organic solidarity emerges in modern, industrial societies where individuals perform highly
specialized roles. Social cohesion is maintained not through similarity but through interdependence.

People rely on each other’s expertise and contributions, creating a network of mutual dependence.

Durkheim’s theory of solidarity is fundamental for understanding social integration and how societies

evolve from homogeneity to complex differentiation.



The Role of Religion in Society According to Durkheim

Durkheim also explored the social functions of religion in his seminal work, *The Elementary Forms of
Religious Life*. He argued that religion is a key source of social cohesion because it reinforces

collective values and beliefs.

Religion as a Reflection of Society

According to Durkheim, religious symbols and rituals represent the collective conscience. They serve
to unite members of a community and reaffirm social norms. Religion, therefore, is less about the

supernatural and more about the social realities it embodies.

This perspective was groundbreaking because it shifted the analysis of religion from theology to

sociology, emphasizing its social role rather than its metaphysical claims.

Durkheim’s Impact on the Study of Deviance and Anomie

Durkheim was one of the first sociologists to study deviance systematically. He believed that deviance
is not only inevitable but also necessary for society. It challenges norms, prompts social change, and

clarifies moral boundaries.

Understanding Anomie: Social Disorder Explained

In his classic work *Suicide*, Durkheim introduced the concept of **anomie**, a state of normlessness
that occurs during times of rapid social change or crisis. When social norms break down, individuals

feel disconnected and uncertain about expectations, which can lead to increased deviance or even



suicide.

This insight has been incredibly influential in sociology and criminology, helping scholars understand

the connections between social structure and individual behavior.

Durkheim’s Methodological Contributions to Sociology

Beyond his theoretical ideas, Durkheim’s methodological approach revolutionized sociology. He

championed the use of rigorous scientific methods to study social phenomena.

Empirical Research and Objectivity

Durkheim insisted that sociologists should treat social facts as "things," meaning they should be
observed and studied objectively. This approach encouraged the use of statistics, comparative studies,

and systematic observation.
For instance, Durkheim’s study of suicide rates across different social groups was one of the earliest

examples of applying empirical data to social questions. His methodology established the importance

of data-driven research in sociology, influencing generations of scholars.

Legacy of Emile Durkheim in Modern Sociology

The contributions of Emile Durkheim to sociology cannot be overstated. His ideas about social facts,
collective conscience, solidarity, and the role of institutions continue to underpin much of sociological

thought today.

His work laid the foundation for several subfields, including the sociology of religion, social integration,



deviance studies, and social theory. Moreover, Durkheim’s belief in sociology as a rigorous science

helped the discipline gain legitimacy in academic circles.

As societies continue to evolve and face new challenges, revisiting Durkheim’s theories offers valuable
tools for interpreting social change, cohesion, and conflict. His insights remind us that understanding
the invisible social forces at play is essential for addressing the complexities of human life and

community.

In essence, Durkheim’s legacy is a testament to the power of sociology to illuminate the structures that
shape our everyday experiences, helping us navigate the social world with greater awareness and

understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Emile Durkheim and why is he important in sociology?

Emile Durkheim was a French sociologist considered one of the founding figures of sociology. He is
important for establishing sociology as a formal academic discipline and for his contributions to

understanding social order, cohesion, and the role of institutions.

What is Emile Durkheim's concept of social facts?

Durkheim introduced the concept of social facts as norms, values, and structures external to
individuals that exert social control and influence behavior. Social facts are key to understanding how

societies maintain order and cohesion.

How did Durkheim contribute to the study of social solidarity?

Durkheim distinguished between mechanical solidarity, based on similarity and shared beliefs in
traditional societies, and organic solidarity, based on interdependence in modern, complex societies.

This helped explain how social cohesion evolves.



What role did Durkheim play in the development of the sociology of
religion?

Durkheim analyzed religion as a social institution that reinforces social norms and collective
consciousness. His work 'The Elementary Forms of Religious Life' explored how religious beliefs and

rituals contribute to social cohesion.

How did Durkheim's study of suicide contribute to sociology?

Durkheim's book 'Suicide' was pioneering in using empirical methods to study social phenomena. He
demonstrated that suicide rates vary according to social integration and regulation, showing that social

forces influence individual behavior.

What is Durkheim's theory of anomie and its significance?

Durkheim's theory of anomie describes a state of normlessness or social instability caused by rapid
social change or lack of regulation. Anomie explains social problems like deviance and suicide,

emphasizing the importance of social regulation.

How did Durkheim influence the methodology of sociology?

Durkheim advocated for sociology to be studied scientifically and empirically. He emphasized the use

of systematic observation, statistics, and comparative methods to study social facts objectively.

What is the significance of Durkheim's work on education within
sociology?

Durkheim viewed education as a key institution for socializing individuals and transmitting societal
values, norms, and cohesion. He believed education helps maintain social order and prepares

individuals to participate in society.



How did Durkheim differentiate sociology from philosophy and
psychology?

Durkheim argued that sociology studies social facts, which are external and coercive to individuals,
unlike psychology which focuses on individual consciousness, and philosophy which is speculative.

Sociology relies on empirical methods to study society objectively.

What lasting impact has Emile Durkheim had on modern sociology?

Durkheim's theories on social facts, solidarity, anomie, and his methodological rigor laid the foundation
for modern sociology. His work continues to influence sociological research, theory, and the

understanding of social structures and institutions.

Additional Resources

Contributions of Emile Durkheim to Sociology: Foundations of Modern Social Science

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology represent some of the most pivotal developments in the
discipline’s evolution. As one of the founding figures of modern sociology, Durkheim’s theoretical
frameworks, methodological rigor, and empirical inquiries laid the groundwork for understanding society
as a complex, objective reality. His insights continue to influence sociological research, education, and
theory-building, shaping the way scholars analyze social structures, collective behaviors, and cultural

norms.

Durkheim’s work is particularly notable for establishing sociology as an independent academic
discipline distinct from philosophy and psychology. By emphasizing empirical observation and the
scientific study of social facts, he introduced a systematic approach to examining how societies
function and maintain cohesion. This article explores the multifaceted contributions of Emile Durkheim
to sociology, highlighting his foundational theories, methodological innovations, and enduring legacy in

social science.



Durkheim’s Concept of Social Facts

One of Durkheim’s most significant contributions to sociology is the introduction of the concept of
social facts. Social facts refer to the norms, values, structures, and institutions that exist outside
individual consciousness but exert coercive power over individuals. Durkheim argued that these facts

are external to the individual yet shape behaviors and social interactions in profound ways.

By framing social phenomena as social facts, Durkheim established a framework for studying society
empirically and objectively. This approach was revolutionary in shifting sociology towards a science
that could measure and analyze social forces independently of personal opinions or psychological
states. His insistence that social facts should be treated as “things” allowed researchers to apply
scientific methods to the study of social phenomena, distinguishing sociology from speculative

philosophy or subjective interpretation.

Examples and Implications of Social Facts

Durkheim’s analysis of social facts is evident in his seminal study on suicide, where he demonstrated
that suicide rates vary systematically according to social integration and regulation levels rather than
individual psychological factors. This study exemplified how social facts like community ties and
societal norms influence individual actions, reinforcing the notion that society cannot be reduced to the

sum of its parts but must be studied as a whole.

This conceptualization also implies that policies and social reforms must account for these collective
forces rather than focusing solely on individual behavior. It underscored the importance of social
cohesion and the dangers posed by social disintegration, a theme that recurs throughout Durkheim’s

work.



Division of Labor and Social Solidarity

Another monumental contribution of Emile Durkheim to sociology lies in his exploration of the division
of labor and its effects on social solidarity. In his 1893 work, “The Division of Labour in Society,”
Durkheim examined how the increasing specialization of work in industrial societies transforms social

bonds.

Durkheim distinguished between two types of solidarity: mechanical and organic. Mechanical solidarity
characterizes traditional societies where individuals share similar roles, beliefs, and lifestyles, resulting
in strong collective consciousness. Organic solidarity, by contrast, emerges in modern, complex
societies where individuals perform specialized roles and depend on one another, fostering social

cohesion through interdependence rather than similarity.
This analysis not only advanced sociological theory on social cohesion but also provided a framework
to understand societal change and modernization. By linking economic structures to social integration,

Durkheim highlighted how shifts in labor organization impact collective consciousness and societal

stability.

Pros and Cons of Durkheim’s Division of Labor Theory

e Pros: Durkheim’s theory offers a nuanced understanding of how social cohesion can adapt to

modernization and industrialization, emphasizing functional interdependence.

e Cons: Critics argue that the theory tends to idealize organic solidarity and underestimates

conflicts and inequalities generated by economic specialization.

Despite criticisms, Durkheim’s insights remain foundational for analyzing the relationship between



economic structures and social order.

Durkheim’s Methodological Contributions

Emile Durkheim’s contributions extend beyond theoretical innovations to methodological advancements
in sociological research. He championed the use of empirical data, comparative methods, and rigorous

analysis to uncover the underlying laws governing social phenomena.

Durkheim’s approach combined qualitative and quantitative data, exemplified in his comparative
studies of suicide rates across different societies and religious groups. This method demonstrated the
importance of cross-cultural comparison and social statistics in identifying patterns and causal

relationships.

Moreover, Durkheim insisted on the neutrality and objectivity of the researcher, advocating for a
scientific stance that minimizes bias and subjective interpretation. His emphasis on methodological
rigor helped establish sociology as a credible academic discipline capable of producing reliable

knowledge about society.

Impact on Contemporary Sociological Research

Today, Durkheim’s methodological principles underpin much of sociological research design. The use
of social statistics, longitudinal studies, and mixed-method research owes a debt to his pioneering
work. His insistence on treating social phenomena as observable and measurable continues to

influence how sociologists formulate hypotheses, collect data, and interpret social realities.



Durkheim’s Study of Religion and Collective Conscience

Durkheim’s exploration of religion represents a critical aspect of his contributions to sociology. In “The
Elementary Forms of Religious Life” (1912), he analyzed religion as a social institution that reinforces

collective conscience — the shared beliefs and moral attitudes that bind individuals together.

Durkheim argued that religion functions primarily to promote social cohesion and maintain moral order
rather than focusing on supernatural truths. By studying totemism among Australian Aboriginal tribes,

he illustrated how religious symbols reinforce group identity and solidarity.

This approach framed religion not as a mere set of beliefs but as a vital social phenomenon that
reflects and sustains the collective values of a society. Durkheim’s analysis paved the way for further

sociological inquiries into the role of culture, rituals, and symbols in social life.

Relevance in Modern Sociology

Durkheim’s theory of religion has influenced diverse fields such as anthropology, cultural studies, and
the sociology of religion. His perspective encourages analysts to consider how collective rituals and
symbols contribute to social integration and how secular forms of solidarity might replace traditional

religious functions in modern societies.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

The contributions of Emile Durkheim to sociology resonate across various subfields and continue to
inspire contemporary social theorists. By establishing sociology as a distinct science focused on social
facts, collective phenomena, and empirical inquiry, he set the stage for subsequent developments in

structural functionalism, social integration theory, and the sociology of knowledge.



His work’s enduring relevance is evident in ongoing debates about social cohesion, the impact of
modernization, and the role of institutions in shaping individual behavior. While some aspects of his
theories have been critiqued or revised, the core principles he advanced remain integral to

understanding how societies operate and evolve.

In sum, Durkheim’s contributions to sociology are characterized by a rigorous scientific approach,
profound theoretical insights, and a lasting commitment to analyzing the social forces that shape
human life. His legacy continues to inform and challenge sociologists seeking to decipher the

complexities of social order and change.
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contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim's Contributions to
Sociological Theory Charles Elmer Gehlke, 2015-06-26 Excerpt from Emile Durkheim's Contributions
to Sociological Theory As the title of this study suggests, the scope of it is relatively limited.
Sociological theory has been taken to include the study of the psychological phenomena conditioned
by man's social life; the method and scope of sociology; the problem of the conduct relations of the
individual as a member of a social group; social morphology; the causes of social changes; in short,
what is usually denominated general sociology. Into the field of Durkheim's specialized work on
primitive social life no excursions have been made save for material illustrative of points coming up
in the discussions of theory. Furthermore, no attempt has been made to attack the problem of the
influences that have helped to shape our author's views. This question has been treated by M. Simon
Deploige, with the result of an acrimonious argument between Deploige and Durkheim. This
controversy will be considered later. It seems scarcely worth while to do more than to point out, in
this connection, similarities between the thought of Durkheim and that of several other writers, and
to accept his statement as to the origin of his ideas. Professor Emile Durkheim was born April 15,
1858. From 1879 to 1882 he was a student at the, Ecole Normale Superieure. From 1882 to 1887 he
served as professor of philosophy in various lycees. In 1887 he became a member of the Faculte des
lettres of the Universite de Bordeausx, first as charged d'un cours, later, in 1896, as Professor of
Social Science. In 1902 he was called to Paris, serving at first as charged d'un cours, and since
1906, as Professor of Sociology and the Science of Education in the Faculte des lettres in the
Universite de Paris. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-142/contributions-of-emile-durkheim-to-sociology.pdf

the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in
our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Contributions to L'Année Sociologique
Emile Durkheim, 2008-06-30 These reviews, notices, and introductory sections by a major figure in
intellectual history represent more than a decade of effort to define and clarify a new form of
scientific investigation. Together, they offer a suggestive new picture of Emile Durkheim as
Scholarch of the French School and master of a whole school of social thought. For fifteen years,
Emile Durkheim worked on the journal L'Annee Sociologique—selecting, editing, writing, and
shaping the goals and methods of the French School of sociology. Now, Durkheim's own
contributions to L'Annee are available in English. Classified and explained by Durkheim scholar Yash
Nandan, this useful collection clarifies the role of L'Annee Sociologique in the development of
scientific sociology; the position of L'Annee in the body of Durkheim's own work and the
development of Durkheim's ideas; the importance and function of Durkheim's categories of
sociological data; Durkheim's view of contemporaries, including Simmel, Westermarck, Tarde, Glotz,
and Steinmetz; the exchange of ideas between historians and the L'Annee group; and the reasons for
L'Annee's reputation as a unique publication in the history of sociology. Professor Nandan has
organized this material according to Durkheim's own classification system, with major sections on
the concepts and methodologies of general, juridic, and moral sociology, criminal sociology, and the
statistics on morals. Subdivisions treat issues in law, suicide, social, political, and domestic
organization, juridic and moral systems, the social contexts of crime, the sociology of knowledge,
political sociology, social history, and historical sociology.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Individual and Society: Understanding the
Sociology of Emile Durkheim N. Jayaram, 2024-12-10 This comprehensive volume explores the
foundational contributions of the eminent French sociologist Emile Durkheim. It delves into his
writings in political sociology and the sociology of education. It discusses the seminal contributions
of Emile Durkheim to the development of sociology as a positivist social science. It offers an in-depth
analysis of Durkheim's methodological rules for studying 'social facts,' exploring critical topics like
the division of labor, education, political society, state, religion, secular morality, socialism, and
suicide. Chapter by chapter, the book unfolds Durkheim's life and milieu, providing insights into the
background and context that fueled his conceptualization of sociology and the creation of his
seminal works. From portraying sociology as an empirical science of human society to dissecting the
moral basis of social order and delving into the pathology of suicides, it navigates Durkheim's
multifaceted contributions. The book explores Durkheim's groundbreaking analyses of the interplay
between society, religion, politics, and education. It highlights his pioneering contributions to the
subdisciplines of the sociology of religion, political sociology, and the sociology of education. It
underscores the contemporary relevance of Durkheim's sociological legacy. This book is highly
relevant for postgraduate students and researchers in sociology, social anthropology, and social
sciences in understanding Emile Durkheim's work in sociology.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim's Contributions to
Sociological Theory (Classic Reprint) Charles Elmer Gehlke, 2017-12-10 Excerpt from Emile
Durkheim's Contributions to Sociological Theory This introductory chapter will contain: first, a
discussion of terminology; and second, a setting forth of Durkheim's conception of the mind of the
individual, as preparation for the examination of his social psychology. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left




to preserve the state of such historical works.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim's Contributions to
Sociological Theory Charles Elmer Gehlke, 2020-01-15 This book has been considered by
academicians and scholars of great significance and value to literature. This forms a part of the
knowledge base for future generations. So that the book is never forgotten we have represented this
book in a print format as the same form as it was originally first published. Hence any marks or
annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its true nature.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim's Contributions to
Sociological Theory Gehlke Charles Elmer 1884-, 2013-01 Unlike some other reproductions of
classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality
books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches
etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the
original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we
feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Rules of Sociological Method Emile
Durkheim, 1982-12 First published in 1895: Emile Durkheim's masterful work on the nature and
scope of sociology--now with a new introduction and improved translation by leading scholar Steven
Lukes.The Rules of the Sociological Method is among the most important contributions to the field of
sociology, still debated among scholars today. Through letters, arguments, and commentaries on
significant debates, Durkheim confronted critics, clarified his own position, and defended the
objective scientific method he applied to his study of humans. This updated edition offers an
introduction and extra notes as well as a new translation to improve the clarity and accessibility of
this essential work. In the introduction, Steven Lukes, author of the definitive biography Emile
Durkheim: His Life and Work, spells out Durkheim's intentions, shows the limits of Durkheim's view
of sociology, and presents its political background and significance. Making use of the various texts
in this volume and Durkheim's later work, Lukes discusses how Durkheim's methodology was
modified or disregarded in practice--and how it is still relevant today. With substantial notes on
context, this user-friendly edition will greatly ease the task of students and scholars working with
Durkheim's method--a view that has been a focal point of sociology since its original publication. The
Rules of the Sociological Method will engage a new generation of readers with Durkheim's rich
contribution to the field.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim's Contributions to the
Sociology of Formal Organizations David Edward Greenwald, 1970

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Sociology and Philosophy (Routledge
Revivals) Emile Durkheim, 2009-12-15 First published in English in 1953, this volume represents a
collection of three essays written by seminal sociologist and philsopher Emile Durkheim in which he
puts forward the thesis that society is both a dynamic system and the seat of moral life. Each essay
stands alone, but their connecting thread is the dialectic demonstration that a phenomenon, be a
sociological or psychological one, is relatively independent of its matrix. The essays provide a
valuable insight into Durkeheimian thought on sociological and philsophical matters and offer an
excellent guide to Durkheim for students of both disciplines.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Ethics and the Sociology of Morals Emile
Durkheim, 2010-12-31 Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) was one of the founders of modern sociology.
Ethics and the Sociology of Morals (La science positive de la morale en Allemagne) laid the
foundation for Durkheim'"s future work. More than a review of current thought, it was a
proclamation that ethics needed to be liberated from its philosophical bondage and developed as a
distinct branch of sociology. Written when Durkheim was charting the course of his own research, it
provides a unique key to the interpretation of his earlier work and presents a number of points of
Durkheim's ethical theory which are of considerable interest in light of current ethical theory. This
volume makes available in English a crucial essay by a master of social thought.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Classical Theorists in the Social Sciences



Dejo Abdulrahman, 2023-05-05 This book is a useful companion to every social science student who
desires an understanding of classical theoretical developments in and evolution of the disciplines.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Classical Sociological Theory Bert N. Adams,
R A Sydie, 2002-01-29 A concise, yet surprisingly comprehensive theory text, given the range of
ideas, historical context, and theorists discussed. Unlike other books of the type, Classical
Sociological Theory focuses on how the pivotal theories contributed not only to the development of
the field, but also to the evolution of ideas concerning social life.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Evolutionary Social Theory and Political
Economy Clifford S. Poirot Jr., 2023-02-27 Evolutionary Social Theory and Political Economy traces
the origins, extension, marginalization and revival of evolutionary approaches to social theory from
the Enlightenment through the beginning of the 21st century. It demonstrates how changes in
understandings of social evolution corresponded to changes in definitions of Political Economy and
how both reflected changes in the Philosophy of Science. This book is written for students and
researchers alike in all the social sciences. Economists will benefit from understanding how ideas
about evolution in Economics corresponded to ideas about evolution in other social sciences, and
Social Scientists outside of Economics will benefit from understanding how Economics has related to
their discipline.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: The Oxford Handbook of Political
Communication Kate Kenski, Kathleen Hall Jamieson, 2017-06-23 Since its development shaped by
the turmoil of the World Wars and suspicion of new technologies such as film and radio, political
communication has become a hybrid field largely devoted to connecting the dots among political
rhetoric, politicians and leaders, voters' opinions, and media exposure to better understand how any
one aspect can affect the others. In The Oxford Handbook of Political Communication Kate Kenski
and Kathleen Hall Jamieson bring together leading scholars, including founders of the field of
political communication Elihu Katz, Jay Blumler, Doris Graber, Max McCombs, and Thomas
Paterson,to review the major findings about subjects ranging from the effects of political advertising
and debates and understandings and misunderstandings of agenda setting, framing, and cultivation
to the changing contours of social media use in politics and the functions of the press in a
democratic system. The essays in this volume reveal that political communication is a hybrid field
with complex ancestry, permeable boundaries, and interests that overlap with those of related fields
such as political sociology, public opinion, rhetoric, neuroscience, and the new hybrid on the quad,
media psychology. This comprehensive review of the political communication literature is an
indispensible reference for scholars and students interested in the study of how, why, when, and
with what effect humans make sense of symbolic exchanges about sharing and shared power. The
sixty-two chapters in The Oxford Handbook of Political Communication contain an overview of past
scholarship while providing critical reflection of its relevance in a changing media landscape and
offering agendas for future research and innovation.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim on the Family Mary Ann
Lamanna, 2001-10-24 This valuable source for a systematic and comprehensive understanding of
Durkheim’s ideas on the family constitutes a major addition to the literature on the family, social
theory, women's studies, and family law. Highly recommended for upper-division undergraduates
and above. -CHOICE Emile Durkheim on the Family is intended to bring attention to this classical
sociologist’'s work on the family. Durkheim’s writings in this area are little known, but the family was
nevertheless one of his primary interests, the subject of an intended book that was never written.
Durkheim’s ideas on the family appear only in scattered sources and a number of those sources have
not been translated into English. Durkheim’s Sociology of the family has not heretofore been
presented and analyzed holistically. The purpose of Lamanna’s book is to bring together Durkheim’s
ideas on the family from diverse sources and to present his family sociology systematically and
comprehensively. Quotations from Durkheim’s writing or speaking enrich the analysis. Durkheim'’s
work on the family is situated in its historical context and comparisons are drawn to present-day
sociology of the family is situated in its historical context and comparisons are drawn to present-day




sociology of the family and family issues. Chapter topics include: Durkheim’s life and times His
evolutionary theory of the family Methodologies for studying the family The changing relationship of
kin Conjugal family and the state The interior of the family Family policy Gender Sexuality An
examination of Durkheim’s work on the family reveals its close connections to his wee-known books
and theories. Emile Durkheim on the Family should interest audiences in sociology of the family,
social theory, family science, European intellectual history women's studies, legal history, and those
generally interested in family studies and / or nineteenth and early twentieth century Europe.

contributions of emile durkheim to sociology: Emile Durkheim Steven Lukes, 1985 This
study of Durkheim seeks to help the reader to achieve a historical understanding of his ideas and to
form critical judgments about their value. To some extent these tow aims are contradictory. On the
one hand, one seeks to understand: what did Durkheim really mean, how did he see the world, how
did his ideas related to one another and how did they develop, how did they related to their
biographical and historical context, how were they received, what influence did they have and to
what criticism were they subjected, what was it like not to make certain distinctions, not to see
certain errors, of fact or of logic, not to know what has subsequently become known? On the other
hand, one seeks to assess: how valuable and how valid are the ideas, to what fruitful insights and
explanations do they lead, how do they stand up to analysis and to the evidence, what is their
present value? Yet it seems that it is only by inducing oneself not to see and only by seeing them that
one can make a critical assessment. The only solution is to pursue both aims--seeing and not
seeing--simultaneously. More particularly, this book has the primary object of achieving that
sympathetic understanding without which no adequate critical assessment is possible. It is a study in
intellectual history which is also intended as a contribution to sociological theory.
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