
comedy writing step by step
Comedy Writing Step by Step: Unlocking the Secrets to Crafting Hilarious Stories

comedy writing step by step is an art form that combines creativity, timing, and a deep
understanding of human nature. Whether you're aiming to write a sitcom script, a stand-up
routine, or a funny short story, mastering the process can feel daunting at first. However,
breaking down comedy writing into manageable steps can help you develop your unique
comedic voice and consistently produce material that resonates with audiences. In this
article, we'll explore the essential stages of comedy writing step by step, share insights into
comedic techniques, and provide practical tips for anyone eager to make people laugh
through the written word.

Understanding the Foundations of Comedy
Writing Step by Step

Before diving into the mechanics of comedy writing, it’s important to grasp what makes
something funny. Comedy often springs from conflict, surprise, and relatability. When
writing comedy, the goal is to set up expectations and then cleverly subvert them, leading
to laughter. This foundational principle shapes every aspect of comedy writing step by step,
from developing characters to constructing punchlines.

Identifying Your Comedy Style

Not all comedy is created equal. Some writers lean towards satire, others prefer slapstick,
observational humor, or dark comedy. Knowing your preferred style early on will guide your
writing process and help you connect with the right audience. Experiment with different
comedic voices by reading widely—from classic comedians like Woody Allen to
contemporary writers like Mindy Kaling—and noting what resonates with you.

Finding the Right Funny Idea

Comedy writing step by step always begins with an idea. This might be a quirky character,
a ridiculous situation, or an ironic twist on everyday life. Ideas can come from personal
experiences, news stories, or simply observing the world around you. Keep a notebook
handy to jot down funny thoughts or moments that strike you throughout the day, as these
can be goldmines for later development.

Structuring Your Comedy Writing Step by Step

Structure is crucial in comedy because timing and pacing can make or break a joke.



Comedy writing step by step involves organizing your material in a way that maximizes its
humorous impact.

Setups and Punchlines: The Heart of Jokes

At the core of many comedic pieces is the setup-punchline structure. The setup introduces
a premise or expectation, while the punchline delivers an unexpected twist. Crafting
effective setups and punchlines requires precision and practice.

Keep setups concise: The setup should be clear and straightforward to avoid
confusing the audience.

Surprise with punchlines: The punchline works best when it takes the listener or
reader by surprise while still making logical sense.

Use misdirection: Lead your audience down one path, then cleverly switch direction
at the punchline.

Building Scenes and Sketches

For longer formats like sitcoms or sketches, comedy writing step by step requires
constructing scenes that flow naturally and build comedic tension. Start with a strong
premise, then introduce obstacles or misunderstandings that escalate the humor.
Remember that conflict drives comedy—characters with opposing goals or quirky traits
often spark the funniest interactions.

Developing Characters with Comedic Potential

Characters are the lifeblood of comedy. Without compelling, relatable, and often flawed
characters, even the funniest jokes can fall flat. When practicing comedy writing step by
step, focus on creating characters who possess distinct voices, motivations, and quirks that
can generate humor organically.

Using Exaggeration and Flaws

Exaggeration is a classic comedic tool. Amplifying certain traits—like a character’s
stubbornness or naivety—can lead to hilarious situations. Similarly, characters’ flaws often
create comedic conflict, especially when they clash with other characters or their
environment.



Dialogue: Making Characters Come Alive

Dialogue is where characters’ personalities shine, and it’s a great place for comedy to
flourish. Writing witty, snappy exchanges requires careful attention to rhythm and word
choice. When developing dialogue, think about how your characters would naturally speak
and then twist their words to reveal humor through misunderstandings, sarcasm, or absurd
logic.

Incorporating Humor Techniques in Comedy
Writing Step by Step

To elevate your comedy writing, it’s helpful to understand and apply various humor
techniques that seasoned writers use to keep audiences laughing.

Timing and Pacing

Good timing is essential in comedy writing step by step. The placement of a joke within a
scene or narrative influences its impact. Sometimes a quick punchline works best; other
times, a slow build creates more anticipation and laughter. Reading your material out loud
or performing it can help you gauge the best pace.

Playing with Language

Wordplay, puns, and double entendres are staples of comedic writing. These rely on the
multiple meanings of words or the sounds of language to create humor. Be mindful not to
overuse these devices, but when used sparingly, they can add cleverness and charm to
your work.

Callbacks and Running Gags

Callbacks refer to jokes or references made earlier in the script that are repeated later for
comedic effect. Running gags create familiarity and build a rapport with the audience. Both
techniques require careful planning during the comedy writing step by step process to
ensure they feel natural rather than forced.

Revising and Polishing Your Comedy Writing Step
by Step

Comedy writing is rarely perfect on the first try. Revising is an essential part of the comedy



writing step by step journey. It involves refining jokes, tightening dialogue, and cutting
anything that slows down the humor.

Seeking Feedback

One of the best ways to improve your comedy writing is to share your work with trusted
friends, fellow writers, or comedy groups. Honest feedback can highlight which jokes land
and which fall flat. Be open to constructive criticism and be prepared to rewrite sections
multiple times.

Testing Your Material

If possible, perform your comedy writing live—whether it’s a stand-up set, a staged reading,
or a workshop. Audience reactions provide invaluable clues about timing, pacing, and
content. Comedy writing step by step becomes more effective when you see how real
people respond.

Maintaining Creativity and Consistency in
Comedy Writing

Comedy writing step by step is not only about technique but also about cultivating a
mindset that nurtures creativity. Writing regularly, staying curious, and embracing failure
are key habits for long-term success.

Writing Daily and Embracing Imperfection

Even if you only have a few minutes per day, writing comedy regularly helps build muscle
memory and keeps your ideas fresh. Don’t get discouraged if some jokes don’t work right
away—comedy writing is a process of trial and error.

Drawing Inspiration from Life

The funniest material often comes from real-life observations. Pay attention to the
absurdities in everyday situations, social interactions, or current events. Comedy writing
step by step thrives when grounded in genuine human experience.

---

Mastering comedy writing step by step is a rewarding journey that blends creativity, skill,
and perseverance. By understanding comedic foundations, structuring your work
thoughtfully, developing lively characters, applying humor techniques, and embracing



revision, you can craft stories and scripts that bring joy and laughter to audiences. Keep
experimenting, stay open to feedback, and most importantly, enjoy the process of making
people laugh.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first steps in comedy writing step by step?
The first steps in comedy writing typically include brainstorming ideas, identifying your
target audience, choosing a comedic style or format, and outlining your main premise or
joke structure.

How do you develop characters in comedy writing step
by step?
Start by defining your character's traits and flaws, then place them in humorous situations,
use exaggeration and contrast to highlight their quirks, and refine their dialogue to enhance
comedic timing and personality.

What techniques can improve punchlines in comedy
writing step by step?
Focus on timing and brevity, use surprise or misdirection, employ wordplay or puns, edit
ruthlessly to remove unnecessary words, and test your punchlines with an audience to
gauge effectiveness.

How can you structure a comedy sketch step by step?
Begin with a clear premise, introduce characters and the conflict quickly, build tension
through escalating comedic situations, deliver a strong punchline or twist, and end with a
resolution or callback to earlier jokes.

What are common mistakes to avoid in comedy writing
step by step?
Avoid over-explaining jokes, relying on clichés, neglecting character development, ignoring
pacing and timing, and failing to revise and test material with real audiences.

Additional Resources
Comedy Writing Step by Step: A Professional Guide to Crafting Humor

Comedy writing step by step is a nuanced craft that combines creativity, timing, and a
keen understanding of human nature. Unlike other forms of writing, comedy requires a
delicate balance between originality and relatability, ensuring that humor resonates with



diverse audiences. This article delves into the methodical process of comedy writing,
dissecting essential techniques and strategies that professionals employ to produce
effective comedic content. By exploring each phase of the writing journey, from ideation to
refinement, this analysis offers a comprehensive roadmap for aspiring humorists and
seasoned writers alike.

Understanding the Foundations of Comedy
Writing

Before diving into the practicalities, it is critical to grasp what makes comedy compelling.
Comedy writing step by step begins with an exploration of core elements such as timing,
punchlines, and comedic structure. These components not only define the rhythm of a joke
but also influence how the audience perceives humor.

Identifying the Types of Comedy

Comedy manifests in multiple forms, including slapstick, satire, observational humor, and
dark comedy. Each style appeals to different sensibilities and demands tailored writing
techniques.

Slapstick: Physical humor often involving exaggerated actions, ideal for visual
mediums.

Satire: Utilizes irony and exaggeration to critique societal norms, requiring sharp wit
and insight.

Observational Humor: Focuses on everyday life quirks, relying on relatability.

Dark Comedy: Addresses taboo or serious subjects with a humorous lens,
demanding careful balance.

Recognizing the genre early in the writing process directs the tone and style, enabling
writers to align their content with audience expectations.

Comedy Writing Step by Step: The Creative
Process

The journey of comedy writing unfolds through distinct stages, each contributing to the
overall impact of the material. A structured approach enhances productivity and sharpens
the comedic voice.



1. Ideation and Brainstorming

The initial phase involves generating ideas and concepts. Writers often engage in
freewriting or mind mapping to uncover unique angles. At this point, it is beneficial to draw
inspiration from personal experiences, current events, or cultural phenomena. Incorporating
trending topics can increase relevance and SEO value, attracting broader readership.

2. Crafting the Setup

In comedy, the setup lays the groundwork for the punchline. It establishes context and
builds anticipation. Effective setups are concise yet descriptive, providing just enough
information to guide the audience without revealing the joke’s conclusion prematurely.

3. Developing the Punchline

The punchline delivers the unexpected twist or payoff. It is the crux of comedic writing and
often involves wordplay, surprise, or subversion of expectations. Precision in wording and
timing is crucial; even slight alterations can enhance or diminish the joke’s effectiveness.

4. Refinement and Editing

Comedy writing step by step demands rigorous revision. Writers must evaluate pacing,
clarity, and humor impact. Peer reviews or workshops can offer valuable feedback,
highlighting areas that may fall flat or offend unintentionally. Editing also involves trimming
excess words to maintain rhythm and flow.

5. Testing and Performance

For stand-up or scripted comedy, live testing is indispensable. Audience reactions provide
real-time data on joke reception, enabling writers to refine timing and delivery. In written
comedy, sharing drafts with target readers or online communities offers similar insights.

Key Techniques and Tools in Comedy Writing

Beyond the basic steps, mastering specific techniques can elevate comedic writing to
professional standards. Utilizing these tools thoughtfully enhances creativity and audience
engagement.



Rule of Three

A classical comedic device, the rule of three involves presenting two normal items followed
by an unexpected third, creating a pattern and surprise. This technique is prevalent in
jokes, sketches, and comedic narratives.

Incongruity and Surprise

Humor often arises from incongruity—juxtaposing incompatible ideas or expectations.
Writers leverage surprise to disrupt the audience’s assumptions, eliciting laughter through
cognitive shifts.

Exaggeration and Hyperbole

Amplifying traits or scenarios to absurd levels can highlight humor effectively. However,
excessive exaggeration risks alienating the audience if it strays too far from believability.

Character and Voice

Distinctive comedic voices and well-defined characters add depth and consistency. A
unique perspective or persona can make humor more memorable and authentic.

Challenges in Comedy Writing and How to
Overcome Them

Despite its appeal, comedy writing is fraught with difficulties that require strategic
solutions.

Navigating Sensitivities

Modern audiences are diverse, and humor that offends or marginalizes can harm a writer’s
reputation. Balancing edginess with respect necessitates awareness and empathy.

Maintaining Originality

With abundant comedic content available, creating fresh material is challenging. Writers
should avoid clichés and seek unique insights to stand out.



Timing and Pacing

In written comedy, pacing differs from performance. Writers must adapt timing cues to text,
employing sentence length, punctuation, and paragraph breaks to mimic rhythm.

SEO Considerations in Comedy Writing Step by
Step

In today’s digital landscape, integrating SEO strategies within comedy writing can boost
visibility without compromising humor.

Incorporate relevant keywords naturally, including “comedy writing step by step,”
“how to write comedy,” and “joke writing techniques.”

Use engaging headlines and subheadings to improve readability.

Optimize content length and structure to meet search engine preferences.

Embed examples and references to trending comedic topics for topical relevance.

Balancing SEO with creative integrity requires finesse, but when done correctly, it expands
the reach of comedic content effectively.

Crafting comedy is a deliberate, multifaceted endeavor that unfolds through careful
planning, creativity, and refinement. By following a structured approach to comedy writing
step by step, writers can hone their craft, navigate challenges, and engage audiences with
humor that resonates. Whether for stand-up, scripts, or digital content, understanding and
applying these principles equips writers to harness the power of laughter in their work.

Comedy Writing Step By Step

  comedy writing step by step: The New Comedy Writing Step by Step Gene Perret,
2007-07-01 Three-time Emmy Award-winner Gene Perret's Comedy Writing Step by Step has been
the manual for humor writers for 25 years. In this new book, his first update, Perret offers readers a
treasure trove of guidelines and suggestions covering a broad range of comedy writing situations,
along with many all-important insights into the selling of one's work. Perret covers all aspects of
comedy writing in his uniquely knowledgeable and anecdotal fashion.
  comedy writing step by step: Comedy Writing Step by Step Gene Perret, 1982 A seasoned
professional comedy writer offers a treasure trove of guidelines and suggestions covering a broad
range of comedy writing situations, and many all-important insights into selling work.
  comedy writing step by step: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Comedy Writing James
Mendrinos, 2004-07-06 Comedy is serious business—and serious money. In this guide, comedian,

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-142/comedy-writing-step-by-step.pdf


writer, and teacher James Mendrinos explains the principles of comedy and how to apply them to
forms from stand-up to sitcoms- including fiction, film, speeches, articles, essays, and more. He also
includes exercises designed to hone the craft, break through writer’s block, and tailor a piece to its
intended audience. In this Complete Idiot’s Guide®, you get: • Foolproof advice for writing scripts,
feature films, plays, cartoons, stand-up jokes—even working humor into your presentation at work. •
Terrific techniques for brainstorming, free associating, and drafting lists to make your writing
better—and funnier. • Stand-up tips on identifying with and writing for your audience and genre. •
Navigation tools for the inroads to marketing and selling your comedy.
  comedy writing step by step: Comedy Writing Self-Taught Workbook Gene Perret, Linda
Perret, 2015-01-15 Can you tell me how to get to Carnegie Hall? Practice, practice, practice. That's
more than a joke; it's solid advice. Consider world-class performers in any field -- golf, figure skating,
music, whatever. One thing you can safely say about each is that they achieved their level of skill
through practice. To excel in any endeavor, you must work on and perfect your technique. Comedy
writing is no exception. In this book, Emmy-winning TV writer and producer Gene Perret and
professional writer Linda Perret have compiled a collection of over 100 comedy writing workouts
that will challenge your joke writing skills and develop your sketch and sitcom writing abilities. This
book suggests that talent is earned through observation, study, analysis, and repetition. The authors
also encourage you to analyze your writing, discover where improvement is required, and create
your own skill-creating exercises. The work can be demanding, but that's what it takes to become a
success in any field, including comedy writing. If you study Comedy Writing Self-Taught Workbook --
with or without the companion volume, Comedy Writing Self-Taught -- when your break comes, you'll
be ready.
  comedy writing step by step: Comedy Writing Self-Taught Gene Perret, 2015-01-15 No one is
born a comedy writer. No matter how much innate talent you have, you need to learn, develop, and
hone comedy writing techniques to make it as a professional comedy writer. Fortunately, the best
teachers are as close as your TV set. By studying the great comedians of the past and present, in
current shows, reruns, and DVD collections, you can give yourself a Ph.D. training in comedy
writing. In Comedy Writing Self-Taught, Gene Perret, a three-time Emmy Award winner and former
head writer for Bob Hope and Phyllis Diller, teaches you how to teach yourself the essential
principles of writing stand-up comedy, sketch comedy, and sitcom scripts-all by observing,
analyzing, and recreating the work of master comedians and comedy writers. Entirely designed for
self-study at home, Comedy Writing Self-Taught shows you how to select the right comedy mentor
for your personal style of comedy, how to analyze your mentor's techniques, and how to use your
mentor's principles in your own original comedy writing. Numerous drills and exercises help you
develop your comedy writing creativity, and there are even more exercises and writing workouts in
the companion volume Comedy Writing Self-Taught Workbook. You'll do the work-and it will require
work-but in return you'll get a master class in professional comedy writing, and you'll have fun doing
it. Book jacket.
  comedy writing step by step: Writing Comedy John Byrne, 2012-02-16 Comedy has always
been one of the most high-profile, glamorous and potentially lucrative markets for scriptwriters, but
it is also perceived as one of the hardest. In the fourth edition of this highly regarded handbook,
John Byrne breaks down the basics of writing comedy into simple steps and shows you how to make
the most of your own comedy writing talent and - just as importantly - your ability to market that
talent. Here is a wealth of practical advice both on how to get your career off the ground and how to
keep developing it. Whether you are writing comedy routines, sketches or sitcoms, and aiming your
work at the page, the stage or the ever-expanding world of broadcasting, you will find something in
this book to encourage, inform and inspire you. As with any art form, the basics of good comedy
never go out of fashion. While the easy steps in this book are illustrated with examples of work by
classic comedians old and new, you will also find useful advice on developing and adapting your
work for the twenty-first century market, whether your aim is to promote your work online or simply
to keep your gags fresh and topical in a world where the news changes by the minute and gets



flashed around the world in seconds.
  comedy writing step by step: Comedy Made Easy David Kline Lovett, 2015-06-11 This book
helps you to write and deliver jokes to attract more money, honey and health into your life. What
makes this book unique is that it has 123 joke templates. The templates allow even someone who
considers themselves as not funny the ability to easily write and present original funny jokes. This
book is much more than simply writing and delivering jokes. When one has the ability to create and
present original humor they have the power to create a better world for themselves. Having the gift
of humor gives you more: 1. Health 2. Wealth 3. Love It is proven than laughter and humor improves
your health, that funny people are more liked and respected. People who are more liked and
respected have an easier path to more financial success.
  comedy writing step by step: Writing Comedy ,
  comedy writing step by step: A Beginner's Guide to Screen Writing - Step by Step Instructions
to Plot, Character and Continuity. Including Exercises to Complete at the End of Each Chapter
Howard T. Dimick, 2013-05-31 A classic guide to creating and writing your first screenplay,
including chapters on, basic problems, plot and plotting, externalizing the play, surprise or the
unforeseen, character development and much more.
  comedy writing step by step: The Secrets to Writing Great Comedy Lesley Bown, 2011-04-29
The Secrets to Writing Great Comedy will show you how to unlock your inner anarchist and write
fantastic comedy, using a combination of practical exercises and creative inspiration. Whatever your
preferred genre, from sitcom to sketch show, you will fi nd guidance on everything from wordplay
and visual humour to plots, characters and different styles. There is even detailed coverage of how
to submit, copyright and, most importantly, get your work noticed.
  comedy writing step by step: Editor-Proof Your Writing Don McNair, 2013-04-01 Don’t let
simple mistakes ruin your book’s chances! If you’re not getting published, you may suffer from foggy
writing—writing that’s full of unnecessary, misused, and overused words. Foggy writing drives
editors crazy, and it’s the number one reason most manuscripts are rejected on first glance. Let
veteran editor Don McNair show you how to clear up your foggy writing and produce sparkling copy
that will attract agents, editors, readers, and sales. Editor-Proof Your Writing will show you how to
avoid fatal writing mistakes by eliminating unnecessary words—and in the process you’ll strengthen
your book’s action, invigorate your dialogue, and make your writing crackle with life. Containing 21
simple, straightforward principles, Editor-Proof Your Writing teaches how to edit weak verb forms,
strip away author intrusions, ban redundancies, eliminate foggy phrases, correct passive-voice
sentences, slash misused and overused words, and fix other writing mistakes. A must-have addition
to every writer’s toolkit, Editor-Proof Your Writing won’t just make your writing clearer; it will make
you a better writer — more expressive, more entertaining, and more likely to sell.
  comedy writing step by step: Comedy Writing Secrets Mel Helitzer, Mark Shatz, 2005-09-15
The Only Handbook for Humor Writers! What is comedy? Comedy is the art of making people laugh
without making them puke.Steve Martin Become the funniest person in the room! With Comedy
Writing Secrets, 2nd edition, you can master the fundamentals of humor writing and turn your
comedic talent into a well-paying pursuit. For more than a decade, Comedy Writing Secrets has been
giving aspiring comedians a leg up on the competition. In this expanded new edition, Mel Helitzer,
named the funniest professor in the country by Rolling Stone magazine, and funnyman Mark Shatz
pack in even more insight and instruction, including: • Humor writing exercises to punch up your
jokes • Extra information on writing for sitcoms and stand-up • Comedic brainstorming techniques
using associations and listings • Exclusive tips for writing humor for specific markets like editorials,
columns, speeches, advertising, greeting cards, t-shirts, and more Tap into your comedic genius with
Comedy Writing Secrets, 2nd edition, and you'll always leave 'em laughing!
  comedy writing step by step: The Fast-Track Course on How to Write a Nonfiction Book
Proposal, 2nd Edition Stephen Blake Mettee, 2012-05 A step-by-step guide through the process of
proposing a book to a publisher, this straightforward and accessible work helps aspiring authors get
their nonfiction work published quickly. Packed with specific examples of proposals, query letters,



publishing contracts, and more, this reference addresses the many questions authors have in this
digital age. Written by a seasoned editor and used in publishing classes at numerous universities,
the book is a proven tool for nonfiction book authors. A glossary of key terms, a list of selected books
for further reading, and a book proposal checklist are also included.
  comedy writing step by step: Comedy Writing Secrets Mark Shatz, Mel Helitzer, 2016-03-18
The Must-Have Guide to Humor Writing Bring on the funny! With Comedy Writing Secrets 3rd
Edition, you can discover the secrets of humor writing that will keep your readers rolling in their
seats. Learn the basics of joke construction, as well as in-depth comedy-writing techniques that you
can apply to a variety of print and online markets. If your aim is to make 'em laugh--and make a
career in comedy writing--then look no further. In this completely revised and refreshed edition,
you'll discover: • Hundreds of updated one-liners, anecdotes, and bits from top comedians like Louis
C.K., Conan O’Brien, Tina Fey, Amy Schumer, Rodney Dangerfield, Jon Stewart, Steve Martin, Ellen
DeGeneres, Jimmy Fallon, George Carlin, Zach Galifianakis, Stephen Colbert, Erma Bombeck, and
more. • Exclusive tips for injecting humor into articles, speeches, advertisements, greeting cards,
and more. • New instruction on writing for online markets and social media. • Advice on
brainstorming and editing to beat writer's block and generate new material. • Exercises and
expanded instructions for exaggeration, reverses, word play and more to practice and refine your
writing skills. For more than twenty years, Comedy Writing Secrets has helped humor writers of all
skill levels write and sell their work. With Comedy Writing Secrets 3rd Edition, you'll be
laugh-out-loud funny and leave readers wanting more.
  comedy writing step by step: Write Your Book Now Gene Perret, 2011-08-01 Ideal for
aspiring authors who only dream of actually finishing their works in progress, this guide features
proven, field-tested tools guaranteed to successfully complete that romance, expert guide to
business success, or great American novel. The chapters simplify the writing process by breaking it
down into a series of discrete tasks, from creating a schedule in order to finish within a reasonable
time, brainstorming sections of the book, and organizing ideas into chapters to rewriting, editing,
submitting for publication, and even marketing. This reference is tailored to help writers avoid
distractions and delays by establishing and maintaining a powerful writing momentum, thereby
carrying their projects to completion. The psychological blocks that prevent writers from completing
their manuscripts as well as how to combat them are also explored.
  comedy writing step by step: The Portable Writer's Conference Stephen Blake Mettee, 2007
Over 45 editors, authors, and agents provide insight on the writing craft and the business of getting
published. Learn from the experts!--From publisher's description.
  comedy writing step by step: Chicken Soup for the Writer's Soul Jack Canfield, Mark Victor
Hansen, 2012-09-11 Being a writer can be a lonely and frustrating experience. The stories in this
book-by a wide range of professional writers, novelists, journalists, freelancers, poets and
screenwriters-will give readers insight into the human trials, tribulations and triumphs of writers,
and writers a source of inspiration and commiseration.
  comedy writing step by step: Chicken Soup for the Soul Unlocking the Secrets to Living
Your Dreams Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, 2012-09-18 In this commemorative tenth
anniversary edition, readers will find fifty of the best-loved stories from the series, those that
exemplify the spirit of Chicken Soup and its ability to illuminate the path we all walk on. Included
are poignant letters from readers whose lives were transformed by what they read and a special
section written by coauthors, master motivators Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen, on the
special principles of living your dreams that everyone can follow.
  comedy writing step by step: Only Joking Jimmy Carr, Lucy Greeves, 2006-09-21 Britain’s
hottest young comedian presents a seriously funny, up-close look at joking matters—from the social
origins of laughter, to the art and craft of humor, to why we can never remember the punch
line—featuring over 300 jokes. As the host of the hit game show Distraction (now in its third season
on Comedy Central) and one of the premier stand-up acts working today, award-winning comedian
Jimmy Carr has won over millions of fans around the world with his trademark rapier wit, laced with



exquisitely economical and perfectly timed one-liners (The Guardian). For this book he teams up
with friend and fellow comedy writer Lucy Greeves to take an in-depth look at where humor comes
from and how it works, through exploring its purest form: the joke. Only Joking begins with the
mechanism of laughter—how it happens and why even infants do it—then delves into the power of
the punch line, exploring the basics of all jokes, from the use of shock and surprise to advanced
stand-up techniques such as the pull-back/reveal. Carr and Greeves go on to explore taboo humor,
jokes that bomb, and the psychology of finding something funny. They look into the long-standing
connection between politics and humor, and discuss the survival prospects for contentious jokes in
the current political climate. Throughout the book they conjure up a supporting cast of colorful joke
enthusiasts, from Sigmund Freud to Lenny Bruce, and discuss their influence on the jokes we tell
today. Surveying across national, ethnic, and gender divides, this rollicking analysis of why joking
will always be close to the human heart is an irresistible exploration of humor that makes clear why
we need a good laugh now more than ever.
  comedy writing step by step: Writing Television Sitcoms (revised) Evan S. Smith,
2009-12-01 This new edition of Writing Television Sitcoms features the essential information every
would-be teleplay writer needs to know to break into the business, including: - Updated examples
from contemporary shows such as 30 Rock, The Office and South Park - Shifts in how modern stories
are structured - How to recognize changes in taste and censorship - The reality of reality television -
How the Internet has created series development opportunities - A refined strategy for approaching
agents and managers - How pitches and e-queries work - or don't - The importance of screenwriting
competitions
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