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What Subjects Are Tested on the Bar Exam: A Detailed Breakdown

what subjects are tested on the bar exam is one of the most common questions
aspiring lawyers ask themselves as they prepare for this challenging
milestone. Understanding which topics are covered not only helps you
strategize your study plan but also builds confidence as you approach test
day. The bar exam is designed to assess your knowledge of essential legal
principles, your ability to apply the law, and your overall readiness to
practice law. Let’s take a deep dive into the core subjects typically tested,
along with some insights to help you navigate the study process more
effectively.

The Core Subjects on the Bar Exam

The bar exam generally tests a wide range of legal topics, which can vary
slightly depending on the jurisdiction. However, there are several
universally tested subjects that form the backbone of the exam content. These
subjects are tested in various formats, including multiple-choice questions,
essay responses, and performance tests.

1. Contracts

Contracts is a fundamental subject on the bar exam, as it deals with the
formation, enforcement, and breach of agreements between parties. You can
expect questions on offer and acceptance, consideration, defenses to contract
enforcement, remedies for breach, and the interpretation of contract terms.
Since contracts form the basis of many legal relationships, mastering this
area is crucial.

2. Torts

Torts test your knowledge of civil wrongs that cause harm or loss to others,
outside of contractual obligations. Key topics include negligence,
intentional torts (such as battery and assault), strict liability, and
defenses like contributory negligence. Understanding how liability is
assigned and damages are calculated is vital for this section.

3. Criminal Law and Procedure

This section covers both substantive criminal law—defining crimes and their
elements—and criminal procedure, which involves the rules governing the
investigation, prosecution, and trial of criminal cases. Expect topics like
homicide, theft, constitutional protections (such as the Fourth, Fifth, and
Sixth Amendments), and the exclusionary rule.



4. Evidence

Evidence law focuses on the rules governing what information can be presented
in court and how it should be evaluated. Topics include relevancy, hearsay
and its exceptions, privileges, witness competency, and the burden of proof.
Since evidence is central to both civil and criminal trials, it’s a subject
that requires close attention.

5. Property

Property law questions test your understanding of ownership rights, land use,
leases, mortgages, and real estate transactions. Topics often include future
interests, adverse possession, easements, and landlord-tenant relationships.
This subject is notoriously complex due to its technical vocabulary and
nuanced rules.

6. Constitutional Law

Constitutional law forms the foundation of American legal principles,
addressing the structure of government, separation of powers, and individual
rights. The exam often tests federalism, judicial review, equal protection,
due process, and First Amendment freedoms. This subject requires both
memorization and the ability to analyze hypotheticals.

7. Civil Procedure

Civil procedure covers the rules and standards courts follow in civil
lawsuits. This includes jurisdiction, venue, pleadings, motions, discovery,
and appeals. Understanding the procedural framework is essential for
effectively navigating the legal system.

8. Trusts and Estates

This area involves the laws governing wills, trusts, and the administration
of estates. Although not tested on every bar exam, it frequently appears in
states that include the Multistate Essay Exam (MEE). Key topics include
intestacy, formalities for wills, probate, and fiduciary duties.

9. Business Associations (Corporations and Agency)

Questions in this subject focus on the formation, governance, and liabilities
of business entities such as corporations, partnerships, and limited
liability companies. Agency law, which deals with relationships where one
person acts on behalf of another, is also a common component.



Understanding the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE)
Subjects

A large portion of the bar exam, especially in most U.S. jurisdictions, is
the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE). This is a standardized multiple-choice section
that tests your ability to apply legal principles to fact patterns. The MBE
includes questions primarily from:

- Contracts
- Torts
- Constitutional Law
- Criminal Law and Procedure
- Evidence
- Real Property (Property)
- Civil Procedure

Because the MBE covers these subjects, focusing your study on them is
essential for maximizing your score on this crucial portion of the exam. Many
bar prep courses emphasize mastering MBE subjects due to their weight and
standardized format.

Essay and Performance Test Subjects

While the MBE is multiple-choice, bar exams also include essays and
performance tests. Essays require you to analyze legal issues and write
clear, organized responses. Performance tests simulate real-world legal
tasks, such as drafting memos or client letters, to assess practical skills.

Multistate Essay Exam (MEE)

The MEE often tests subjects beyond those on the MBE, including:

- Trusts and Estates
- Business Associations
- Family Law (in some states)
- Secured Transactions (UCC Article 9)
- Conflicts of Law

For example, Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) topics like sales and secured
transactions are frequently tested in the essay portion, so it’s important to
include these subjects in your study plan.

Performance Test (PT)

The performance test gauges your ability to apply legal knowledge in
realistic scenarios, often using provided case files and statutes. PTs do not
test specific substantive law independently but rather your skills in legal
analysis, organization, and writing. Preparing for the PT involves practicing
timed exercises that mimic the actual test environment.



Tips for Tackling the Bar Exam Subjects

Knowing what subjects are tested on the bar exam is only half the battle.
Here are some practical suggestions to help you handle the breadth of
material effectively:

Create a Study Schedule: Allocate more time to subjects heavily weighted
on the MBE and the essay portion. Balance your time to cover both
breadth and depth.

Use Practice Questions: Regularly working through practice questions,
especially from past exams, helps reinforce your understanding and
improves your test-taking skills.

Understand the Black Letter Law: Memorizing key rules and
principles—often referred to as “black letter law”—is critical. These
serve as the foundation for applying the law in essays and multiple-
choice questions.

Develop Issue-Spotting Skills: Many bar exam questions hinge on
recognizing the relevant legal issues. Practice identifying these
quickly and accurately.

Practice Timed Writing: Since essays have strict time limits, working on
timed essay practice helps you communicate your analysis clearly and
efficiently under pressure.

Variations Across Jurisdictions

It’s important to note that while many subjects are common across states,
individual jurisdictions can have variations in the subjects they test or the
format they use. Some states have adopted the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE), which
standardizes the exam components and subjects tested, making it easier to
transfer scores across states. Other states maintain their own exams, which
may include additional state-specific law sections.

Before starting your preparation, check your jurisdiction’s bar exam website
to confirm which subjects will be tested and in what format. This way, you
can tailor your study materials and strategies accordingly.

Final Thoughts on Mastering Bar Exam Subjects

When preparing for the bar exam, understanding what subjects are tested on
the bar exam is the foundation of a successful study approach. From contracts
and torts to evidence and constitutional law, each subject builds your legal
knowledge and analytical skills. By combining a solid grasp of substantive
law with strategic practice and time management, you can approach the bar
exam with greater confidence.

Remember, the bar exam is not only a test of memorization but also a test of
your ability to think like a lawyer. Focusing on the subjects tested,



practicing with real questions, and honing your writing and analytical skills
will help you navigate this challenging step toward becoming a licensed
attorney.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main subjects tested on the bar exam?

The main subjects tested on the bar exam typically include Contracts, Torts,
Constitutional Law, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, Real Property, and
Civil Procedure.

Does the bar exam test both state and federal law
subjects?

Yes, the bar exam generally tests both state-specific laws and federal law
subjects, especially in areas like Constitutional Law and Civil Procedure.

Are there any subjects tested on the bar exam that
vary by state?

Yes, some states include additional subjects or emphasize certain areas more
heavily, such as community property, business associations, or family law.

Is Professional Responsibility or Ethics tested on
the bar exam?

Yes, Professional Responsibility or Legal Ethics is a required subject on the
Multistate Bar Exam (MBE) and is often included in the Multistate Essay Exam
(MEE) as well.

Do bar exams include questions on procedural law?

Yes, procedural law is tested, including both Civil Procedure and Criminal
Procedure, to assess understanding of the legal process in courts.

Are subjects like wills and trusts tested on the bar
exam?

Wills, trusts, and estates are tested on some bar exams, particularly in the
essay portion, but they are not part of the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE)
subjects.

How can I find out the specific subjects tested in my
state's bar exam?

You can visit your state's Board of Bar Examiners website or the National
Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) website to find detailed information about
the subjects tested on your state's bar exam.



Additional Resources
**Understanding What Subjects Are Tested on the Bar Exam: A Detailed
Analysis**

what subjects are tested on the bar exam is a fundamental question for
aspiring attorneys preparing to enter the legal profession. The bar exam, a
critical gateway to legal practice in the United States, evaluates
candidates’ mastery over a wide range of legal disciplines. However, the
specific subjects and format can vary depending on the jurisdiction, making
it essential for examinees to comprehend the core topics and how they are
assessed. This article explores the various subjects tested on the bar exam,
offering a comprehensive overview of the exam’s content, structure, and the
nuances that every prospective lawyer should understand.

Overview of the Bar Exam Structure and Subject
Coverage

The bar exam typically comprises multiple components designed to test
different facets of legal knowledge and skills. Most jurisdictions use a
combination of the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE), essay questions, and
performance tests. The MBE is a standardized multiple-choice exam covering
several foundational areas of law, while the essay and performance sections
assess analytical ability, legal reasoning, and practical skills in applying
the law to specific fact patterns.

While the exact subjects vary slightly by state, the National Conference of
Bar Examiners (NCBE) provides a general framework used by many jurisdictions.
Understanding what subjects are tested on the bar exam requires knowing the
common core subjects and how they are integrated into the exam’s components.

The Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) Core Subjects

The MBE accounts for a significant portion of the bar exam score in most
states and focuses on the following seven major subjects:

Contracts: This includes the formation, performance, breach, and
remedies associated with contractual agreements.

Torts: Covering negligence, intentional torts, strict liability, and
damages.

Constitutional Law: Issues related to the structure of government,
individual rights, and judicial review.

Criminal Law and Procedure: Encompassing substantive crimes and the
procedural rules governing criminal prosecutions.

Evidence: Rules and principles governing the admissibility of evidence
in court proceedings.

Real Property: Rights, interests, and transactions related to land and
real estate.



Civil Procedure: Procedures and rules governing civil litigation.

These core subjects represent fundamental areas of American law and are
tested extensively through multiple-choice questions designed to evaluate
both substantive knowledge and the ability to apply legal principles.

Essay Subjects: Variations and Expanded Scope

Beyond the MBE, essay portions of the bar exam allow states to test
additional subjects tailored to local laws or emphasize areas particularly
relevant to the jurisdiction. Common essay subjects often include:

Business Associations: Covering partnerships, corporations, agency, and
limited liability companies.

Family Law: Including marriage, divorce, child custody, and support
issues.

Trusts and Estates: Involving wills, trusts, probate, and estate
administration.

Uniform Commercial Code (UCC): Focused mainly on sales (Article 2),
negotiable instruments (Article 3), and secured transactions (Article
9).

Professional Responsibility: Ethical rules and standards governing
attorney conduct.

Some states incorporate additional subjects such as workers’ compensation,
remedies, or state-specific laws, meaning candidates must review their
jurisdiction’s exam syllabus thoroughly. For example, California’s bar exam
includes more state-specific content than many other states, reflecting its
unique legal environment.

Performance Tests and Practical Application

Many bar exams also include performance tests designed to simulate real-world
legal tasks. These may require examinees to draft legal memoranda, client
letters, or pleadings based on provided fact patterns and statutory
materials. While performance tests do not usually focus on specific
substantive subjects, they often draw upon knowledge from contracts, torts,
civil procedure, and other core areas to assess practical lawyering skills.

The inclusion of performance tests underscores the importance of not only
mastering theoretical knowledge but also developing effective legal writing
and analytical abilities. For candidates wondering what subjects are tested
on the bar exam, it is crucial to recognize that the exam measures both
substantive law and practical skills.



Comparative Subject Coverage Across Jurisdictions

Despite the broad similarity in tested subjects, the depth and focus can vary
notably between states. The Uniform Bar Examination (UBE), adopted by over 30
jurisdictions, standardizes the exam content and score portability. The UBE
includes the MBE, Multistate Essay Examination (MEE), and Multistate
Performance Test (MPT), with a prescribed list of subjects for the essays,
such as:

Business Associations

Conflict of Laws

Constitutional Law

Contracts (including the UCC)

Criminal Law and Procedure

Evidence

Family Law

Real Property

Torts

Trusts and Estates

Civil Procedure

In contrast, states that do not use the UBE may have unique additional
subjects or different emphases. For instance, Louisiana tests civil law
rather than common law due to its distinctive legal tradition, highlighting
the importance of understanding jurisdiction-specific requirements when
preparing for the bar exam.

Implications for Bar Exam Preparation

Knowing what subjects are tested on the bar exam helps candidates prioritize
their study plans effectively. The diverse range of topics requires a
disciplined approach to mastering both breadth and depth. Candidates often
benefit from starting with the MBE subjects, given their foundational nature
and ubiquitous presence across jurisdictions.

Furthermore, understanding the essay subjects and performance test formats
allows examinees to hone their writing and analysis skills, which are often
decisive factors in passing. Many bar prep programs emphasize integrated
study techniques that address multiple subjects simultaneously, reflecting
the interconnectedness of legal principles tested on the exam.

It is also beneficial to stay informed about any changes or updates to the
exam content in the candidate’s jurisdiction, as bar examiners periodically



revise tested subjects to reflect evolving legal standards and priorities.

The question of what subjects are tested on the bar exam extends beyond mere
content recall; it involves grasping the underlying legal frameworks and
developing the ability to think like a lawyer under exam conditions. This
comprehensive understanding equips candidates to navigate the multifaceted
challenges of the bar exam confidently.
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