the americanization of benjamin franklin

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin: Shaping an Icon of Identity and Innovation

the americanization of benjamin franklin is a fascinating journey that reflects not only
the transformation of a historical figure but also the evolution of American identity itself.
Benjamin Franklin, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, is often portrayed as
a quintessential American icon—embodying values like ingenuity, pragmatism, and
democratic spirit. Yet, understanding how Franklin came to symbolize these ideals
requires delving into how his image and legacy were Americanized over time, shaped by
cultural, political, and social forces.

Who Was Benjamin Franklin? A Brief Overview

Before exploring the Americanization process, it's important to grasp who Benjamin
Franklin was in his own lifetime. Born in 1706 in Boston, Franklin was a polymath: a
printer, inventor, scientist, writer, diplomat, and political philosopher. His early years
were steeped in colonial British America, and his identity was initially tied to the British
Empire. Franklin’s accomplishments—from inventing the lightning rod to founding the
University of Pennsylvania—were remarkable, but he did not start out as the emblematic
American patriot we imagine today.

Franklin’s life spanned a period of immense change. He witnessed the growing tensions
between the American colonies and Great Britain, eventually becoming a leading figure in
the struggle for independence. However, the way Franklin has been remembered and
celebrated reflects a process of myth-making and cultural adaptation that helped solidify
his American identity.

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin: How
Did It Happen?

The concept of the americanization of benjamin franklin involves more than just his
participation in the American Revolution. It is about how Franklin’s persona was molded,
repurposed, and idealized to fit the narrative of an emerging nation. This process took
place over centuries and through various mediums.

Franklin as a Symbol of American Values

Franklin’s image was deliberately shaped to reflect core American principles such as self-
reliance, hard work, and innovation. His famous aphorisms, like “Early to bed and early to
rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise,” echo the Protestant work ethic and
entrepreneurial spirit central to American cultural identity. These sayings helped



transform Franklin into a moral guide and role model for the new nation.

This americanization was also about aligning Franklin’s story with the ideals of democracy
and republicanism. His advocacy for freedom of the press, civic responsibility, and public
education positioned him as a forward-thinking patriot who embodied the aspirations of a
democratic society. Schools, museums, and political rhetoric have since emphasized these
qualities, reinforcing his status as an American icon.

Political and Cultural Reinvention

After Franklin’s death in 1790, his legacy was continuously reinvented to suit political
agendas and cultural needs. In the 19th century, as the United States expanded westward
and sought a unifying national identity, Franklin’s image was used to inspire patriotism
and unity. He was depicted in textbooks and popular media as the “First American” — a
practical, inventive, and wise elder statesman.

The americanization of benjamin franklin also involved downplaying or reinterpreting
aspects of his life that didn’t fit the idealized narrative. For example, his complex views on
slavery and his initial loyalty to the British Crown were often minimized in favor of his
later revolutionary activities. This selective memory helped create a more straightforward
hero figure.

Benjamin Franklin’s Americanization Through
Literature and Media

Autobiography and Personal Writings

One of the most influential factors in the americanization of benjamin franklin is his own
autobiography. Franklin’s autobiography is not just a historical document; it’s a crafted
narrative that highlights his rise from humble beginnings to success, emphasizing virtues
like thrift, education, and industriousness. This self-portrayal resonated deeply with
American audiences, reinforcing the ideal of the self-made man.

Art, Monuments, and Popular Culture

Visual art and monuments have also played a crucial role in Franklin’s Americanization.
Statues, paintings, and postage stamps depict him in ways that emphasize his wisdom and
patriotism. Popular culture—from school lessons to films—continues to celebrate Franklin
as a symbol of American ingenuity and democratic ideals.

These cultural depictions have helped embed Franklin into the national consciousness,
making him a touchstone for American identity and values. Even his image on the $100



bill serves as a daily reminder of his status as a foundational figure.

The Impact of Franklin’s Americanization on
National Identity

The americanization of benjamin franklin is more than a study of one man—it’s a lens
through which we can understand how Americans have constructed their own identity.
Franklin’s story encapsulates themes of innovation, independence, and civic duty that
remain central to how Americans view themselves.

Inspiring Innovation and Civic Engagement

Franklin’s legacy encourages Americans to value creativity and public service. His
scientific experiments and inventions symbolize the spirit of innovation that drives
economic and technological progress. Meanwhile, his engagement in politics and
diplomacy models the importance of active citizenship and compromise.

Educational Influence

In schools, Franklin is often presented as a model citizen, inspiring students to embrace
curiosity and responsibility. This educational framing reinforces the americanization of
benjamin franklin, teaching younger generations how their historical roots connect to
their present-day values.

Lessons from the Americanization of Benjamin
Franklin

Looking at Franklin’s journey from colonial citizen to American icon offers valuable
lessons about how history and identity are intertwined:

e History is often shaped by cultural needs: Franklin’s image was adapted to meet
the needs of a young nation seeking heroes and ideals.

e Legacy is a living process: Franklin’s story continues to evolve as society
reinterprets his life in new contexts.

¢ Symbols matter: Franklin’s transformation shows how individuals can become
symbols that unify and inspire a nation.



Understanding the americanization of benjamin franklin encourages us to think critically
about how historical figures are remembered and the ways their stories are used to craft
national narratives.

Benjamin Franklin’s life and legacy remain a testament to the power of reinvention—not
just his personal reinvention but the cultural reinvention that made him a lasting emblem
of American identity. His journey from a colonial printer’s son to a symbol of American
ideals offers a rich and nuanced example of how history, culture, and politics intersect to
shape the heroes we celebrate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin'
about?

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin is a play by Walter Isaacson that explores the
personal and political transformation of Benjamin Franklin as he evolves from a British
loyalist to a founding father of the United States.

Who wrote 'The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin'?

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin was written by Walter Isaacson, a renowned
biographer and historian.

Why is Benjamin Franklin considered a symbol of
Americanization?

Benjamin Franklin is considered a symbol of Americanization because he embodies the
values of innovation, self-improvement, and democratic ideals that shaped the identity of
the United States during its founding.

How does 'The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin'
portray Franklin's views on independence?

The play portrays Franklin's evolving views on independence, showing his initial loyalty to
Britain and his gradual shift toward supporting American independence as he recognizes
the colonies' need for self-governance.

What lessons does 'The Americanization of Benjamin
Franklin' offer about identity and cultural assimilation?

The play offers lessons on how identity can evolve through cultural assimilation and
political change, illustrating Franklin's journey of embracing new ideas and adapting to
the emerging American identity during a pivotal historical period.



Additional Resources

The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin: Myth, Memory, and Modern Identity

the americanization of benjamin franklin is a complex cultural phenomenon that
reflects not only how Benjamin Franklin is remembered but also how his image has been
shaped to serve evolving American ideals. As one of the Founding Fathers, Franklin’s
legacy extends beyond his scientific achievements and political contributions; it embodies
the construction of an American identity that has been continually reinterpreted over the
centuries. Understanding this process requires an investigation into how Franklin’s
persona has been adapted in literature, education, popular culture, and political discourse
to symbolize quintessential American values.

Understanding the Americanization of Benjamin
Franklin

At its core, the americanization of Benjamin Franklin involves the selective emphasis and
sometimes the oversimplification of Franklin’s life and accomplishments to align with
dominant narratives about American exceptionalism, ingenuity, and democratic spirit.
Franklin was a polymath—printer, inventor, diplomat, philosopher, and statesman—but
the way he is portrayed often highlights specific traits such as his self-made success,
pragmatism, and wit. This construction serves a dual purpose: it reinforces a national
mythology and provides a moral exemplar for citizens.

The process transcends mere historical retelling. It is a form of cultural canonization that
transforms Franklin from a complex historical figure into a symbol of “American values.”
This transformation is evident in textbooks, monuments, and public commemorations,
where Franklin is frequently depicted as the embodiment of the “American Dream” long
before the term existed.

The Role of Education in Shaping Franklin’s American
Image

Educational curricula have played a significant role in the americanization of benjamin
franklin. From early schooling, Franklin is introduced as a pioneer of self-improvement
and innovation. His Poor Richard’s Almanack, for example, is often referenced as a source
of homespun wisdom and practical advice, reinforcing values like hard work, frugality, and
industriousness.

However, this pedagogical approach tends to gloss over the more nuanced aspects of
Franklin’s life, including his early years as a slave owner and his complex views on race
and politics. The selective narrative promotes a heroic image, which serves to inspire but
occasionally distorts historical accuracy.



Franklin in Popular Culture and Media

The americanization of benjamin franklin extends prominently into popular culture. Films,
television programs, and literature often depict Franklin in ways that underscore his role
as a founding figure of American democracy and innovation. For instance, Franklin’s
image as the witty diplomat who negotiated crucial alliances during the American
Revolution is a recurring theme in media portrayals.

Such representations contribute to the mythologizing of Franklin. They emphasize his
charm, intelligence, and foresight, often simplifying his political maneuvers and
downplaying the contentious aspects of his career. This selective storytelling caters to a
national audience eager for heroes who embody the country’s foundational principles.

The Impact of the Americanization Process on
Historical Perception

The cultural phenomenon of americanizing Benjamin Franklin has tangible effects on how
history is understood and taught. While it elevates Franklin’s stature as a national icon, it
also risks creating a one-dimensional portrait that may obscure critical historical contexts.

Balancing Myth with Historical Complexity

One challenge is balancing the mythologized Franklin with the more complicated realities
of his life. Franklin’s achievements in science, diplomacy, and civic activism are
indisputable, yet his legacy also includes contradictions and moral ambiguities. Scholars
argue that acknowledging these complexities enriches our understanding of both Franklin
and the early American republic.

This balanced approach is increasingly important in academic circles and public history.
Museums and historical societies are adapting their presentations to include diverse
perspectives on Franklin’s legacy, including his role in issues like slavery and Native
American relations.

Comparative Perspectives: Franklin and Other Founding
Fathers

The americanization of benjamin franklin can be contrasted with the cultural
representations of other founding figures such as Thomas Jefferson and George
Washington. While Jefferson is often portrayed as the philosophical architect of American
liberty and Washington as the stoic leader, Franklin’s image leans more heavily on his self-
made man narrative and inventive genius.

This comparative lens highlights how each figure fulfills different symbolic needs within



the American identity framework. Franklin’s americanization emphasizes innovation and
practicality, which complements the ideals of leadership and vision attributed to his
contemporaries.

Contemporary Relevance and Legacy

Today, the americanization of benjamin franklin continues to shape how Americans
perceive their history and national character. Franklin’s image is leveraged in political
rhetoric, branding, and even technology sectors, where his inventive spirit is invoked as
inspiration.

Franklin’s Enduring Symbolism in Modern America

Franklin’s name graces institutions ranging from universities to nonprofit organizations,
reinforcing his status as a symbol of enlightenment and progress. The emphasis on his
self-education and civic engagement resonates strongly in discussions about American
values of opportunity and responsibility.

Moreover, Franklin’s legacy is often cited in debates about innovation policy and public
service, underscoring how his historic persona has been adapted to contemporary
contexts. This ongoing reimagining underscores the dynamic nature of
americanization—not as a static historical fact but as an evolving cultural process.

Challenges of Reassessing Franklin in the 21st Century

Reevaluating Franklin’s legacy amid modern values presents challenges. As society
grapples with issues of racial justice and historical accountability, there is increased
scrutiny of the previously sanitized versions of Franklin’s life. This has prompted calls for
more inclusive narratives that recognize both his contributions and contradictions.

Educational reforms and public history projects are gradually incorporating these
perspectives, indicating a shift toward a more nuanced understanding. This evolution
reflects a broader trend in American culture toward confronting complex histories rather
than maintaining idealized myths.

The americanization of benjamin franklin remains a potent example of how historical
figures are continually reinterpreted to meet the needs of the present. His story, shaped
by both fact and myth, serves as a mirror reflecting the changing values, aspirations, and
challenges of American society. Through this lens, Franklin’s legacy is not merely a relic of
the past but an active component of national identity and cultural dialogue.



The Americanization Of Benjamin Franklin

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin Gordon
S. Wood, 2005-05-31 “I cannot remember ever reading a work of history and biography that is quite
so fluent, so perfectly composed and balanced . . .” —The New York Sun “Exceptionally rich
perspective on one of the most accomplished, complex, and unpredictable Americans of his own time
or any other.” —The Washington Post Book World From the most respected chronicler of the early
days of the Republic—and winner of both the Pulitzer and Bancroft prizes—comes a landmark work
that rescues Benjamin Franklin from a mythology that has blinded generations of Americans to the
man he really was and makes sense of aspects of his life and career that would have otherwise
remained mysterious. In place of the genial polymath, self-improver, and quintessential American,
Gordon S. Wood reveals a figure much more ambiguous and complex—and much more interesting.
Charting the passage of Franklin’s life and reputation from relative popular indifference (his death,
while the occasion for mass mourning in France, was widely ignored in America) to posthumous
glory, The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin sheds invaluable light on the emergence of our
country’s idea of itself.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin Gordon
S. Wood, 2006-08 Ten years in the making, the new book from Pulitzer Prize-winning historian
Gordon S. Wood reveals Benjamin Franklin's life and meaning. Why did Benjamin Franklin retire
from business and become gentleman? Why did he admire the British Empire--and join the American
Revolution? Why did he being writing his Autobiography when he did? And how did the first
American become an American in the first place? Renowned historian Gordon S. Wood spent ten
years studying a legend. In this untraditional biography, he penetrates beneath 200 years'
accumulation of images and representations to find the historical Franklin. He places his subject's
amazing life in its 18th century context an shatters forever the comforting stereotypes: homespun
patriot, cracker-barrel philosopher, folksy founder, genial self-improver. Groundbreaking and
riveting, this book is a must for anyone interested in American history and the roots of American
character.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin
Gordon S. Wood, 2004 Offers a portrait of the complex, often contradictory figure of Benjamin
Franklin, a man who was at once the quintessential American and a cosmopolitan lover of Europe,
and a one-time loyalist turned revolutionary.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Americanization of Benjamin Fr Gordon S
Wood, 2001-01-01 Wood scrutinizes the less typically American traits possessed by Franklin--such as
his longtime loyalty to the Crown--and why he still became one of the Revolution's necessary men.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin Unmasked Jerry
Weinberger, 2005-09-07 Moral paragon, public servant, founding father; scoundrel, opportunist,
womanizing phony: There are many Benjamin Franklins. Now, as we celebrate the tercentenary of
Franklin's birth, Jerry Weinberger reveals the Franklin behind the many masks and shows that the
real Franklin was far more remarkable than anyone has yet discovered. Taking the Autobiography as
the key to Franklin's thought, Weinberger argues that previous assessments have not yet probed to
the bottom of Ben's famous irony and elusiveness. While others take the self-portrait as an elder
statesman's relaxed and playful retrospection, Weinberger unveils it as the window to Franklin's
deepest reflections on God, virtue, justice, equality, natural rights, love, the good life, the modern
technological project, and the place and limits of reason in politics and human experience. Along the
way, Weinberger explores Franklin's ribald humor, usually ignored or toned down by historians and
critics, and shows it to be charming-and philosophic. Following Franklin's rhetorical twists and
turns, Weinberger discovers a serious thinker who was profoundly critical of religion, moral virtue,
and political ideals and whose grasp of human folly constrained his hopes for enlightenment and
political reform. This close and amusing reading of Franklin portrays a scrupulous dialectical
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philosopher, humane and wise, but more provocative and disturbing than even the most hardboiled
interpreters have taken Franklin to be-a freethinking critic of Enlightenment freethinking, who
played his moral and theological cards very close to the vest. Written for general readers who want
to delve more deeply into the mind of a great man and great American, Benjamin Franklin
Unmasked shows us a massively powerful intellect lurking behind the leather-apron countenance.
This lively, witty, and revelatory book is indispensable for those who want to meet the real Franklin.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin Darryl G. Hart, 2021 This
compelling biography interprets Franklin as the embodiment of Protestant attitudes toward print
culture, urban life, science, intellectual life, and politics. It shows that Franklin should be included in
the company of figures like Lincoln for whom Protestant convictions informed their outlook on and
contribution to the world.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Cambridge Companion to Benjamin
Franklin Carla Mulford, 2008 Benjamin Franklin's library / Kevin J. Hayes -- The art of virtue /
Douglas Anderson -- Franklin's satiric vein / Paul E. Kerry -- Franklin in the republic of letters / David
S. Shields -- Benjamin Franklin's natural philosophy / Joyce E. Chaplin -- Franklin and the
Enlightenment / Frank Kelleter -- Franklin and the question of religion / Kerry Walters -- The
pragmatist in Franklin / James Campbell -- Franklin on national character and the Great Seal of the
United States / Lester C. Olson -- Protestant ethic or conspicuous consumption? : Benjamin Franklin
and the Gilded Age / Wilson ]J. Moses -- Benjamin Franklin and the American dream / Nian-Sheng
Huang and Carla Mulford -- Benjamin Franklin's autobiography, then and now / Stephen Carl Arch

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Summary and Analysis of Benjamin Franklin
Worth Books, 2017-02-28 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of Benjamin Franklin
tells you what you need to know—before or after you read Walter Isaacson's book. Crafted and
edited with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a
well-informed reader. This short summary and analysis of Benjamin Franklin by Walter Isaacson
includes: Historical context Chapter-by-chapter overviews Character profiles Detailed timeline of
events Important quotes Fascinating trivia Glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your
understanding of the original work About Benjamin Franklin: An American Life by Walter [saacson:
In his thorough examination of one of America's Founding Fathers, biographer Walter Isaacson
explores the life and times of Benjamin Franklin and his legacy as a scientist, writer, diplomat,
printing mogul, and voice for the common man. Isaacson follows Franklin from young runaway
teenager in Philadelphia, to the savvy statesman coordinating the Franco-American alliance during
the Revolutionary War, to the wise, 80-year-old politician at the Constitutional Convention. In
between, we learn about Franklin the person—his complicated relationships, his scientific curiosity
and brilliant discoveries, and the civic-mindedness that caused him to found a library, a fire
department, a university, and a hospital. Franklin's principles of democracy and admiration for the
middle class continue to be at the foundation of American society. The summary and analysis in this
ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of
nonfiction.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin's Intellectual World Paul E.
Kerry, Matthew S. Holland, 2012-12-27 This volume attempts to throw fresh light on two areas of
Benjamin Franklin’s intellectual world, namely: his self-fashioning and his political thought. It is an
odd thing that for all of Franklin’s voluminous writings—a fantastically well-documented
correspondence over many years, scientific treatises that made his name amongst the brightest
minds of Europe, newspaper articles, satires, and of course his signature on the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution—and yet scholars debate how to get at his political thought,
indeed, if he had any political philosophy at all. It could be argued, that he is perhaps the American
Founder most closely associated with the Enlightenment. Similarly, for a man who left so much
evidence about his life—as a printer, bookseller, postmaster, inventor, diplomat, politician, scientist,
among other professions—one who wrote an autobiography that has become a piece of American
national literature and, indeed, a contribution to world culture; the question of who Ben Franklin



continues to engage scholars and those who read about his life. His identity seems so stable that we
associate it with certain virtues that apply to the way we live our lives, time management, for
example. The image of the stable figure of Franklin is applied to create a sense of trust in everything
from financial institutions to plumbers. His constant drive to improve and fashion himself reveal,
however, a man whose identity was not static and fixed, but was focused on growth, on bettering his
understanding of himself and the world he lived in and attempted to influence and improve.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Benjamin Franklin and the Politics of
Improvement Alan Craig Houston, 2008-11-18 This fascinating book explores Benjamin Franklin’s
social and political thought. Although Franklin is often considered “the first American,” his
intellectual world was cosmopolitan. An active participant in eighteenth-century Atlantic debates
over the modern commercial republic, Franklin combined abstract analyses with practical proposals.
Houston treats Franklin as shrewd, creative, and engaged—a lively thinker who joined both learned
controversies and political conflicts at home and abroad. Drawing on meticulous archival research,
Houston examines such tantalizing themes as trade and commerce, voluntary associations and civic
militias, population growth and immigration policy, political union and electoral institutions, freedom
and slavery. In each case, he shows how Franklin urged the improvement of self and society.
Engagingly written and richly illustrated, this book provides a compelling portrait of Franklin, a
fresh perspective on American identity, and a vital account of what it means to be practical.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Dictionary of Early American Philosophers
John R. Shook, 2012-04-05 The Dictionary of Early American Philosophers, which contains over 400
entries by nearly 300 authors, provides an account of philosophical thought in the United States and
Canada between 1600 and 1860. The label of philosopher has been broadly applied in this Dictionary
to intellectuals who have made philosophical contributions regardless of academic career or
professional title. Most figures were not academic philosophers, as few such positions existed then,
but they did work on philosophical issues and explored philosophical questions involved in such
fields as pedagogy, rhetoric, the arts, history, politics, economics, sociology, psychology, medicine,
anthropology, religion, metaphysics, and the natural sciences. Each entry begins with biographical
and career information, and continues with a discussion of the subject's writings, teaching, and
thought. A cross-referencing system refers the reader to other entries. The concluding bibliography
lists significant publications by the subject, posthumous editions and collected works, and further
reading about the subject.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Babel of the Atlantic Bethany Wiggin, 2019-04-24
Despite shifting trends in the study of Oceanic Atlantic history, the colonial Atlantic world as it is
described by historians today continues to be a largely English-only space; even when other
language communities are examined, they, too, are considered to be monolingual and discrete.
Babel of the Atlantic pushes back against this monolingual fallacy by documenting multilingualism,
translation, and fluid movement across linguistic borders. Focusing on Philadelphia and surrounding
areas that include Germantown, Bethlehem, and the so-called Indian country to the west, this
volume demonstrates the importance of viewing inhabitants not as members of isolated language
communities, whether English, German, Lenape, Mohican, or others, but as creators of a vibrant
zone of mixed languages and shifting politics. Organized around four themes—religion, education,
race and abolitionism, and material culture and architecture—and drawing from archives such as
almanacs, newspapers, and the material world, the chapters in this volume show how polyglot,
tolerant, and multilingual spaces encouraged diverse peoples to coexist. Contributors examine
subjects such as the multicultural Moravian communities in colonial Pennsylvania, the Charity
School movement of the 1750s, and the activities of Quaker abolitionists, showing how educational
and religious movements addressed and embraced cultural and linguistic variety. Drawing early
American scholarship beyond the normative narrative of monolingualism, this volume will be
invaluable to historians and sociolinguists whose work focuses on Pennsylvania and colonial,
revolutionary, and antebellum America. In addition to the editor, the contributors include Craig
Atwood, Patrick M. Erben, Cynthia G. Falk, Katherine Faull, Wolfgang Fligel, Katharine Gerbner,



Maruice Jackson, Lisa Minardi, Jurgen Overhoff, and Birte Pfleger.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Novel and the Blank Matthew P. Brown,
2025-08-26 This book explores eighteenth-century British American print shops, highlighting their
diverse output--including blank forms, novels, and religious tracts-and their impact on literary
culture, the public sphere, and the interplay of religion and secularism-- Provided by publisher

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Men Who Made the Constitution John R.
Vile, 2013-10-10 Few events in the history of the United States were of greater consequence than
the Constitutional Convention of 1787. Although most histories have focused on the issues and
compromises that dominated the debates, the exchanges were also shaped by the dynamic
personalities of the fifty-five delegates who attended from twelve of the thirteen states. In The Men
Who Made the Constitution, constitutional scholar John R. Vileexplores the lives and contributions of
all delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention, including those who left before the Convention
ended and those who stayed until the last day but refused to sign. Each biography records the
delegate’s birth, education, previous positions or public service roles, homes, family life, life after
the Convention, death, and resting place. Drawing directly from Convention debates and a vast array
of secondary sources, Vile covers the positions of each delegate at the Convention on both major and
minor issues and describes his service on committees and afterward at state ratification
conventions. The Men Who Made the Constitution includes a bibliography of key sources, engravings
of delegates for whom portraits were created, a quiz on key facts, and a transcript of the
Constitution of the United States. This work is the perfect reference for students and scholars, as
well as professional and amateur historians, of colonial and early American history, constitutional
law, and American jurisprudence.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: A Companion to Benjamin Franklin David
Waldstreicher, 2011-06-13 This companion provides a comprehensive survey of the life, work and
legacy of Benjamin Franklin - the oldest, most distinctive, and multifaceted of the founders. Includes
contributions from across a range of academic disciplines Combines traditional and cutting-edge
scholarship, from accomplished and emerging experts in the field Pays special attention to the
American Revolution, the Enlightenment, journalism, colonial American society, and themes of race,
class, and gender Places Franklin in the context of recent work in political theory, American Studies,
American literature, material culture studies, popular culture, and international relations

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Term Paper Resource Guide to Colonial
American History Roger M. Carpenter, 2009-06-22 With this guide, major help for term papers
relating to Colonial American history has arrived in a volume sure to enrich and stimulate students
in challenging and enjoyable ways. Chock full of stimulating and creative term paper suggestions
and vetted research resources focusing on the Colonial Era, this volume is indispensable for
students, librarians, and instructors. Students from high school age to undergraduate will use it to
get a jumpstart on assignments in Colonial American history with the hundreds of term paper
suggestions and research information offered here in an easy-to-use format. Users can quickly
choose from the 100 important events, ranging from the first attempt at colonization at the Lost
Colony of Roanoke, Virginia, in 1585 to the ratification of the Constitution in 1791. With this book,
the research experience is transformed and elevated. Term Paper Resource Guide to Colonial
American Historyis a superb source to motivate and educate students who have a wide range of
interests and talents. Coverage includes key wars and conflicts, establishment of colonies and
colleges, legislation and treaties, religious events, exploration, publications, and more.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The British Are Coming Rick Atkinson, 2019-05-14
Winner of the George Washington Prize Winner of the Barbara and David Zalaznick Book Prize in
American History Winner of the Excellence in American History Book Award Winner of the Fraunces
Tavern Museum Book Award From the bestselling author of the Liberation Trilogy comes the
extraordinary first volume of his new trilogy about the American Revolution Rick Atkinson, author of
the Pulitzer Prize-winning An Army at Dawn and two other superb books about World War II, has
long been admired for his deeply researched, stunningly vivid narrative histories. Now he turns his



attention to a new war, and in the initial volume of the Revolution Trilogy he recounts the first
twenty-one months of America’s violent war for independence. From the battles at Lexington and
Concord in spring 1775 to those at Trenton and Princeton in winter 1777, American militiamen and
then the ragged Continental Army take on the world’s most formidable fighting force. It is a gripping
saga alive with astonishing characters: Henry Knox, the former bookseller with an uncanny
understanding of artillery; Nathanael Greene, the blue-eyed bumpkin who becomes a brilliant battle
captain; Benjamin Franklin, the self-made man who proves to be the wiliest of diplomats; George
Washington, the commander in chief who learns the difficult art of leadership when the war seems
all but lost. The story is also told from the British perspective, making the mortal conflict between
the redcoats and the rebels all the more compelling. Full of riveting details and untold stories, The
British Are Coming is a tale of heroes and knaves, of sacrifice and blunder, of redemption and
profound suffering. Rick Atkinson has given stirring new life to the first act of our country’s creation
drama.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Exchange of Ideas Adam R. Nelson, 2023-12-05 In
this first volume of a planned trilogy that will recast the history of the university in a fresh and
surprising light, Adam R. Nelson aims to show how knowledge itself was commodified, starting in
the late eighteenth century. Nelson follows the market transformation in the age of revolutions to
show how American colleges were drawn into transatlantic commercial relations. Fusing the history
of higher education with the history of capitalism, Nelson opens up an array of questions: How do we
distinguish between knowledge and education as goods? Are they public or private? What
determines their prices? In the most fundamental sense, what is the optimal system of higher
education in a capitalist democracy? The answers have jarring relevance today--

the americanization of benjamin franklin: The Founding Fathers Reconsidered R. B.
Bernstein, 2009-05-05 In a scholarly, yet accessible work, Bernstein reveals the Founding Fathers
not as shining demigods but as imperfect human beings who nevertheless achieved political
greatness.

the americanization of benjamin franklin: Parallel Lives Karl Baughman, Brook Poston,
2022-06-01 This book compares selected Romans of the late Republic with American Founders in the
style of Plutarch, encouraging readers to rethink how we view heroes and villains and their
conceptions of republicanism. Through entertaining yet informative short comparisons, this volume
demonstrates the humanity of heroes and villains from different times and places through their often
idiosyncratic similarities and differences. Readers gain not only a fuller understanding of the late
Roman and early American Republics and their leaders but also an appreciation for comparative
biography in its ability to make connections across the human experience. The book provides a way
to connect two different areas of study, focusing on how republicanism shaped both Romans and
American Founders and providing a previously unexplored contribution to a growing trend of
broadening historical exposure. In doing so, Baughman and Poston demonstrate the continued need
for connecting different fields of history while also helping students understand their connection to
the ancient past. This book is suitable for students and scholars interested in the late Roman and the
early American Republics and also appeals to readers of varied interests across historical times and
places, particularly those studying the connections between the classical past and modern world.
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