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Small Group Math Activities for Kindergarten: Engaging Young Learners in Numbers

Small group math activities for kindergarten are an excellent way to introduce young
children to foundational math concepts in a supportive and interactive environment. When
children work in small groups, they benefit from personalized attention, collaborative
learning, and hands-on experiences that make abstract ideas concrete. This approach not
only fosters a deeper understanding of numbers and patterns but also encourages social
skills like communication and teamwork. If you're a teacher or parent looking to enrich your
kindergarten math lessons, exploring small group math activities can transform how your
little learners engage with math.

Why Choose Small Group Math Activities for
Kindergarten?

Small group instruction allows educators to tailor lessons to the unique needs of each child,
which is especially important in early education. Kindergarteners often come with varying
levels of exposure to math, so working in smaller clusters helps ensure that no child is left
behind or feels overwhelmed. Instead of a one-size-fits-all lesson, small group settings
promote differentiated learning by adapting activities to suit different skill levels.

Another benefit is the chance for children to learn from each other. Peer interactions in a
math context encourage problem-solving discussions, shared strategies, and confidence-
building. By engaging in collaborative tasks, students develop critical thinking and
communication skills that will serve them well beyond kindergarten.

Effective Small Group Math Activities for
Kindergarten

Below are several tried-and-true activities that make math tangible and fun when done in
small groups.

1. Counting Collections

Counting collections involve giving children a set of objects—like buttons, beads, or
blocks—and asking them to count and sort them. In a small group, kids can compare their
counting strategies and help each other keep track. This tactile approach supports number
recognition, one-to-one correspondence, and categorization skills.



To enhance the activity, prompt children to group items by color, size, or shape and then
count the groups separately. This encourages early sorting and data organization skills,
which are essential math foundations.

2. Number Matching Games

Number matching games are simple yet powerful tools for reinforcing number recognition.
Use cards or manipulatives with numbers and corresponding quantities (such as dots or
pictures), and have children match the number to the correct quantity.

In small groups, kids can take turns, discuss their choices, and explain their reasoning. This
promotes verbal math vocabulary and cements the connection between numerals and
amounts.

3. Shape Exploration with Pattern Blocks

Geometry often takes a backseat in early math instruction, but shape recognition and
spatial awareness are vital skills. Small groups working with pattern blocks can explore
different shapes, create designs, and discuss attributes like sides and corners.

Encourage children to build patterns or replicate simple pictures using the blocks. This not
only sharpens shape identification but also introduces sequencing and symmetry concepts.

4. Simple Addition and Subtraction with Story Problems

Kindergarteners love stories, so integrating math word problems into small group sessions
can make addition and subtraction meaningful. Present scenarios like “If three ducks are in
the pond and two more join, how many ducks are there now?” and use physical objects to

model the problem.

Working in small groups allows children to collaborate on solutions, share ideas, and build
their confidence with basic operations.

5. Interactive Math Centers

Math centers structured for small groups give children autonomy and variety. Each center
can focus on a different skill—counting, measuring, patterning, or number sense. Rotating
through centers keeps the energy high and caters to diverse learning styles.

For instance, one station might have a number line game, another could include measuring
objects with non-standard units like paper clips, and a third might focus on identifying coins
and their values.



Tips for Successful Small Group Math Instruction
in Kindergarten

Implementing small group math activities effectively requires careful planning and a few
strategic considerations.

Keep Groups Small and Flexible

The ideal size for a small group is generally 3 to 5 children. This ensures everyone has a
chance to participate actively without feeling overwhelmed. Group composition can be
flexible—sometimes grouping students with similar abilities, other times mixing skill levels
to encourage peer learning.

Use Hands-On Materials

Kindergarten learners are tactile and visual. Incorporating manipulatives, colorful visuals,
and interactive tools helps make abstract math concepts concrete. Materials like counting
bears, number cards, blocks, and pattern tiles engage multiple senses, facilitating better

retention.

Incorporate Movement and Play

Young children thrive on movement, so incorporating physical activity into math learning
can boost engagement. Activities like hopscotch number games, “math relays,” or using
body movements to represent numbers add a fun, dynamic element that keeps kids
motivated.

Focus on Process Over Speed

At this developmental stage, understanding concepts is more important than completing
tasks quickly. Encourage children to explain their thinking, explore different problem-
solving methods, and take their time to grasp ideas fully. This builds a strong foundation for
future mathematical learning.

Supporting Math Language and Communication

One often overlooked advantage of small group math activities for kindergarten is the
opportunity to develop math vocabulary and communication skills. When children discuss
their strategies or explain how they solved a problem, they begin to use terms like “more,
“less,” “equal,” “add,” and “subtract” meaningfully.

”



Teachers and facilitators can model correct math language and gently guide children to
express their reasoning clearly. This verbal practice reinforces understanding and prepares
young learners for more complex math conversations later on.

Integrating Technology with Small Group Math
Learning

While hands-on materials are essential, technology can also complement small group math
instruction. Interactive math apps designed for kindergarteners can be used in small
groups, allowing children to practice skills in a gamified, engaging way.

For example, tablets can provide games that focus on counting, number recognition, or
basic operations. When used thoughtfully and in moderation, technology offers immediate
feedback and adaptation to individual learning paces, enhancing the small group
experience.

Adaptations for Diverse Learners

Kindergarten classrooms often include children with a range of abilities and learning styles.
Small group math activities provide the perfect platform for differentiation. For learners
who need extra support, activities can be simplified or scaffolded with visual aids and step-
by-step guidance.

Conversely, for advanced learners, small groups offer space to introduce enrichment
activities, such as exploring patterns or solving more challenging problems. This
personalized approach helps every child feel successful and engaged.

By incorporating small group math activities for kindergarten into your teaching routine,
you create a vibrant, interactive space where children can explore numbers, shapes, and
patterns in a way that’'s both educational and enjoyable. These activities not only build
essential math skills but also nurture collaboration, communication, and a love for learning
that sets the stage for future academic success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective small group math activities for
kindergarten?

Effective small group math activities for kindergarten include counting games, number
matching, shape sorting, pattern recognition, and simple addition using manipulatives.



How can small group math activities benefit
kindergarten students?

Small group math activities allow for personalized instruction, increased student
engagement, collaborative learning, and better opportunities for teachers to assess
individual understanding.

What materials are commonly used in small group math
activities for kindergarten?

Common materials include counting bears, number cards, shape puzzles, pattern blocks,
dice, and simple math games or worksheets.

How long should small group math activities last for
kindergarteners?

Small group math activities for kindergarteners should typically last between 15 to 30
minutes to maintain attention and maximize learning.

Can technology be integrated into small group math
activities for kindergarten?

Yes, educational apps and interactive whiteboards can be integrated to make math
activities more engaging and provide visual and interactive learning experiences.

How do you differentiate math activities in small groups
for kindergarten students with varying skill levels?

You can differentiate by providing varied levels of difficulty, using different manipulatives,
offering additional support or challenges, and grouping students by skill level or learning
style.

What role do manipulatives play in small group math
activities for kindergarten?

Manipulatives help make abstract math concepts concrete, enhance hands-on learning, and
improve understanding through tactile and visual experiences.

How can teachers assess student progress during small
group math activities in kindergarten?

Teachers can observe students’ problem-solving strategies, ask guiding questions, use
checklists, and conduct informal assessments or quick quizzes to monitor progress.



Additional Resources

Small Group Math Activities for Kindergarten: Enhancing Early Numeracy Skills

small group math activities for kindergarten have increasingly become a focal point
for educators aiming to foster early numeracy skills in young learners. As the foundational
years of education set the stage for future academic success, implementing targeted
strategies like small group instruction has garnered attention for its potential to address
individual learning needs more effectively than whole-class approaches. This article delves
into the critical aspects of small group math activities for kindergarten, exploring their
benefits, implementation strategies, and example activities that promote engagement and
understanding.

The Importance of Small Group Math Activities in
Kindergarten

Kindergarten marks a pivotal time when children transition from informal play to structured
learning, particularly in mathematics. Research underscores the value of differentiated
instruction—tailoring teaching methods to student readiness and learning styles—to bridge
gaps and enhance comprehension. Small group math activities for kindergarten create an
environment where teachers can provide personalized attention, facilitating deeper
understanding of fundamental concepts such as counting, number recognition, patterns,
and basic operations.

One of the primary advantages of small group settings is the opportunity for increased
interaction and immediate feedback. According to a 2022 study published in the Journal of
Early Childhood Education, students participating in small group math interventions
demonstrated a 20% higher proficiency rate in number sense assessments compared to
peers in whole-class settings. This suggests that smaller groups enable educators to
diagnose misconceptions promptly and scaffold learning appropriately.

Benefits of Small Group Math Instruction

Implementing small group math activities offers several distinct benefits:

Personalized Learning: Teachers can adjust pacing and complexity to match each
child's readiness.

Enhanced Engagement: Interactive and hands-on activities are more manageable
and effective with fewer students.

Supportive Environment: Children feel more comfortable asking questions and
taking risks in a smaller group.

Peer Learning: Small groups promote collaboration, allowing children to learn from



one another through discussion and shared problem-solving.

Despite these advantages, challenges such as classroom management and time constraints
must be thoughtfully addressed to maximize effectiveness.

Implementing Effective Small Group Math
Activities for Kindergarten

The success of small group math activities hinges on careful planning and alignment with
curriculum standards. Educators should consider group composition, activity selection, and
assessment methods to optimize learning outcomes.

Group Formation Strategies

Deciding how to group students is a critical step. Groups can be formed based on:
e Skill Level: Homogeneous groups allow for targeted instruction at a specific
proficiency level.

¢ Mixed Abilities: Heterogeneous groups encourage peer tutoring and diverse
perspectives.

e Behavioral Needs: Grouping students who work well together fosters a positive
learning environment.

Each approach has pros and cons. Homogeneous grouping provides focused support but
may limit peer interaction, while heterogeneous groups enhance social learning but require
skilled facilitation.

Types of Small Group Math Activities

Effective small group math activities for kindergarten are often hands-on, engaging, and
aligned with developmental milestones. Some widely used activities include:

1. Counting Games: Using manipulatives like counters, blocks, or beads, children
practice one-to-one correspondence and number sequencing.

2. Number Matching: Activities that involve matching numerals to quantities reinforce
number recognition.



3. Pattern Exploration: Creating and extending patterns with colored tiles or shapes
cultivates early algebraic thinking.

4. Simple Addition and Subtraction: Using story problems and physical objects helps
children visualize basic operations.

5. Shape Sorting and Geometry: Identifying and classifying shapes enhances spatial
reasoning.

Incorporating technology, such as interactive math apps designed for small groups, can
further diversify instructional methods.

Assessment and Feedback in Small Groups

Ongoing assessment is integral to small group instruction. Formative assessments through
observation, questioning, and quick checks inform instructional adjustments. For instance,
if a child struggles with number order during a counting game, the teacher can provide
additional practice or modify the activity’s difficulty.

Furthermore, feedback in a small group is immediate and specific, enabling children to
correct errors and build confidence. The intimate setting fosters a supportive atmosphere
where mistakes are viewed as learning opportunities rather than failures.

Comparing Small Group Activities to Whole-Class
Instruction

While whole-class instruction remains prevalent, small group math activities for
kindergarten often produce more nuanced learning gains. Whole-class lessons are efficient
for introducing concepts but may not accommodate diverse learning speeds and styles. In
contrast, small groups allow teachers to differentiate content and pacing, crucial for early
learners who develop foundational skills at varying rates.

A comparative analysis by the Early Childhood Learning Center (2023) revealed that
students exposed to weekly small group math sessions exhibited a 15% improvement in
number sense and problem-solving skills over those receiving only whole-class instruction.
However, the study also noted increased preparation time for educators and the necessity
of managing multiple groups within limited classroom hours.

Challenges and Considerations

Despite the benefits, several challenges must be acknowledged:



e Resource Allocation: Small group activities often require additional materials and
planning.

* Teacher Training: Effective facilitation demands specialized skills in differentiation
and classroom management.

e Time Constraints: Balancing small group sessions with whole-class activities and
transitions can be demanding.

Addressing these concerns through professional development and strategic scheduling can
enhance the overall effectiveness of small group math instruction.

Examples of Practical Small Group Math Activities
for Kindergarten

To illustrate how small group math activities can be integrated into kindergarten
classrooms, consider the following examples:

1. “Number Hunt”

In this activity, children work in groups of three to find and collect objects that correspond
to a target number. For example, if the number is five, students might gather five blocks or
toy animals. This hands-on approach reinforces counting skills and number-object
association.

2. “Pattern Builders”

Using colored beads or blocks, children create repeating patterns (e.qg., red-blue-red-blue).
The teacher guides discussion on pattern rules and encourages students to predict what
comes next, fostering critical thinking.

3. “Story Problem Stations”

Each station presents a simple addition or subtraction story problem using physical props.
Small groups rotate through stations, solving problems collaboratively and explaining their
reasoning to peers.



4. “Shape Sort and Discuss”

Children sort a mixed collection of shapes by various attributes such as color, size, or
number of sides. The group discusses similarities and differences, developing vocabulary
and classification skills.

Looking Forward: Integrating Small Group Math
Activities into Kindergarten Curriculum

As education continues to evolve towards personalized learning paradigms, small group
math activities for kindergarten hold promise for nurturing foundational numeracy skills in a
meaningful way. Their ability to cater to individual needs while promoting social interaction
aligns well with contemporary pedagogical goals. Future innovations may include more
adaptive digital tools and enhanced teacher training programs focused specifically on small
group facilitation.

In practice, integrating these activities requires balancing curriculum demands, classroom
logistics, and teacher expertise. Nonetheless, the evidence points to the value of small
group math instruction as a critical component of early childhood education, offering a
pathway to improved mathematical understanding and lifelong learning success.

Small Group Math Activities For Kindergarten

small group math activities for kindergarten: 100 Math Activities , 1975

small group math activities for kindergarten: Classroom Routines that Really Work for PreK
and Kindergarten Kathleen Hayes, Renee Creange, 2001 Help children learn classroom routines!
Filled with ideas for introducing and managing essential early childhood routines and activities that
foster independence and build community.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Teaching Literacy in Kindergarten Lea M.
McGee, Lesley Mandel Morrow, 2005-05-05 Kindergarten is a time for playful and enriching learning
activities that support children's literacy emergence while enhancing their social and cognitive
development. The routines of a busy, engaged, productive kindergarten classroom are vividly
brought to life in this information-packed book. Demonstrated are whole-class and small-group
strategies for helping children acquire concepts about print and the alphabet, build phonological and
phonemic awareness, learn to read sight words, develop their listening comprehension and writing
abilities, and much more.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Math Activities and Games for Early Learners
Denise LaRose, 2007-01-23 Games and activities for both whole class and small groups introduce
math concepts in a fun and interactive way.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Mathematics Learning in Early Childhood
National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Center for
Education, Committee on Early Childhood Mathematics, 2009-11-13 Early childhood mathematics is
vitally important for young children's present and future educational success. Research
demonstrates that virtually all young children have the capability to learn and become competent in
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mathematics. Furthermore, young children enjoy their early informal experiences with mathematics.
Unfortunately, many children's potential in mathematics is not fully realized, especially those
children who are economically disadvantaged. This is due, in part, to a lack of opportunities to learn
mathematics in early childhood settings or through everyday experiences in the home and in their
communities. Improvements in early childhood mathematics education can provide young children
with the foundation for school success. Relying on a comprehensive review of the research,
Mathematics Learning in Early Childhood lays out the critical areas that should be the focus of
young children's early mathematics education, explores the extent to which they are currently being
incorporated in early childhood settings, and identifies the changes needed to improve the quality of
mathematics experiences for young children. This book serves as a call to action to improve the state
of early childhood mathematics. It will be especially useful for policy makers and practitioners-those
who work directly with children and their families in shaping the policies that affect the education of
young children.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Guided Math Lessons in Kindergarten
Nicki Newton, 2021-11-29 Guided Math Lessons in Kindergarten provides detailed lessons to help
you bring guided math groups to life. Based on the bestselling Guided Math in Action, this practical
book offers 16 lessons, taught in a round of three—concrete, pictorial and abstract. The lessons are
based on the priority standards and cover fluency, word problems, counting and cardinality, and
place value. Author Dr. Nicki Newton shows you the content as well as the practices and processes
that should be worked on in the lessons, so that students not only learn the content but also how to
solve problems, reason, communicate their thinking, model, use tools, use precise language, and see
structure and patterns. Throughout the book, you'll find tools, templates and blackline masters so
that you can instantly adapt the lesson to your specific needs and use it right away. With the
easy-to-follow plans in this book, students can more work effectively in small guided math
groups—and have loads of fun along the way! Remember that guided math groups are about doing
the math. So throughout these lessons you will see students working with manipulatives to make
meaning, doing mathematical sketches to show what they understand and can make sense of the
abstract numbers. When students are given the opportunities to make sense of the math in hands-on
and visual ways, then the math begins to make sense to them!

small group math activities for kindergarten: Early Childhood Mathematics Activities
Denise LaRose, 2010 Engage early learners with these lively and easy-to-use mathematics activities
designed to introduce and build developmentally-appropriate skills. Step-by-step directions make
implementation easy and students will have fun while learning! Each activity is research and
standards-based including whole-class and small-group activities to enhance learning. Books include
all patterns and game pieces as well as a Teacher Resource CD containing all of the activities in full
color.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Guided Math Made Easy, Grade K
Warkulwiz, 2012-01-03 Differentiate math instruction using Guided Math Made Easy for grade K.
This 96-page book includes large-group lessons that are paired with smaller, individualized
mini-lessons at three levels of difficulty. The lessons support NCTM standards, which allows for easy
integration into an existing math curriculum. The book includes reproducibles and aligns with state,
national, and Canadian provincial standards.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Growing Mathematical Ideas in Kindergarten
Linda Schulman Dacey, Rebeka Eston, 1999 Grade level: k, t.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Full-day and Half-day Kindergarten in the
United States Jill Walston, 2004

small group math activities for kindergarten: Handbook of Educational Psychology Lyn
Corno, Eric M. Anderman, 2015-07-06 The third edition of the Handbook of Educational Psychology
is sponsored by Division 15 of the American Psychological Association. In this volume, thirty
chapters address new developments in theory and research methods while honoring the legacy of
the field’s past. A diverse group of recognized scholars within and outside the U.S. provide




integrative reviews and critical syntheses of developments in the substantive areas of psychological
inquiry in education, functional processes for learning, learner readiness and development, building
knowledge and subject matter expertise, and the learning and task environment. New chapters in
this edition cover topics such as learning sciences research, latent variable models, data analytics,
neuropsychology, relations between emotion, motivation, and volition (EMOVO), scientific literacy,
sociocultural perspectives on learning, dialogic instruction, and networked learning. Expanded
treatment has been given to relevant individual differences, underlying processes, and new research
on subject matter acquisition. The Handbook of Educational Psychology, Third Edition, provides an
indispensable reference volume for scholars in education and the learning sciences, broadly
conceived, as well as for teacher educators, practicing teachers, policy makers and the academic
libraries serving these audiences. It is also appropriate for graduate level courses in educational
psychology, human learning and motivation, the learning sciences, and psychological research
methods in education and psychology.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Literature-based Math Activities Alison
Abrohms, 1992 This unique resource uses 40 popular children's books as springboards to math
learning. It's brimming with activities and reproducibles that focus on number sense, operations,
fractions, patterns, measurement, money, time, probability, and much more.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Teaching Young Children Mathematics Janice
Minetola, Robert G. Ziegenfuss, J. Kent Chrisman, 2013-09-11 Teaching Young Children
Mathematics provides a comprehensive overview of mathematics instruction in the early childhood
classroom. Taking into account family differences, language barriers, and the presence of special
needs students in many classrooms throughout the U.S., this textbook situates best practices for
mathematics instruction within the larger frameworks of federal and state standards as well as
contemporary understandings of child development. Key topics covered include: developmental
information of conceptual understanding in mathematics from birth through 3rd grade, use of
national and state standards in math, including the new Common Core State Standards, information
for adapting ideas to meet special needs and English Language Learners, literacy connections in
each chapter, ‘real-world’ connections to the content, and information for family connections to the
content.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Handbook of Early Childhood Education
Robert C. Pianta, Susan M. Sheridan, 2015-08-12 Comprehensive and authoritative, this
forward-thinking book reviews the breadth of current knowledge about early education and
identifies important priorities for practice and policy. Robert C. Pianta and his associates bring
together foremost experts to examine what works in promoting all children's school readiness and
social-emotional development in preschool and the primary grades. Exemplary programs,
instructional practices, and professional development initiatives?and the systems needed to put
them into place?are described. The volume presents cutting-edge findings on the family and social
context of early education and explores ways to strengthen collaboration between professionals and
parents.

small group math activities for kindergarten: The Whole-Faculty Study Groups
Fieldbook Dale W. Lick, Carlene U. Murphy, 2006-07-06 Master one of today’s most successful
school reform and school improvement strategies! The Whole-Faculty Study Group (WFSG) System
is a student-centered, teacher-driven process for facilitating major staff development and schoolwide
change. When applied properly, it has produced extraordinary results for thousands of educators
and students in schools and school districts across the country. The Whole-Faculty Study Groups
Fieldbook is a comprehensive guide to applying the WFSG process. Edited by Dale Lick and Carlene
Murphy, this practical manual provides concrete strategies for implementing and sustaining a school
improvement process in any environment. Offering extensive experience, each contributor explores
a different aspect of Whole-Faculty Study Groups and supplies lessons learned and many first-hand
examples of successful school reform and student performance enhancement. Written to
complement existing resources or serve as a stand-alone guide, this book will Demonstrate how




concepts can be applied in a variety of school improvement efforts Present relevant strategies and
activities Illustrate how to use suggestions in real-world situations Highlight critical concepts
through extensive case examples Provide helpful tips and lessons learned Explain how findings can
be applied to professional learning communities Offering numerous illustrations of the WFSG
System in action and a comprehensive collection of tools for initiating and sustaining successful
improvement programs, this fieldbook is an essential resource for K-12 administrators, staff
developers, and teachers involved with any type of school transformation effort.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Early Childhood Mathematics Education
Research Julie Sarama, Douglas H. Clements, 2009-04-01 This important new book synthesizes
relevant research on the learning of mathematics from birth into the primary grades from the full
range of these complementary perspectives. At the core of early math experts Julie Sarama and
Douglas Clements's theoretical and empirical frameworks are learning trajectories—detailed
descriptions of children’s thinking as they learn to achieve specific goals in a mathematical domain,
alongside a related set of instructional tasks designed to engender those mental processes and move
children through a developmental progression of levels of thinking. Rooted in basic issues of
thinking, learning, and teaching, this groundbreaking body of research illuminates foundational
topics on the learning of mathematics with practical and theoretical implications for all ages. Those
implications are especially important in addressing equity concerns, as understanding the level of
thinking of the class and the individuals within it, is key in serving the needs of all children.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Math Experiences for Young Learners, Grades
PK - K Whiting Woodfield, 2010-06-11 Make math matter to students in grades PK-K using Math
Experiences for Young Learners! This 64-page book provides activities and meaningful learning
opportunities for students and useful information for educators. It includes standards and skills,
information on how to create a math environment, math file-folder games, suggested read-aloud
titles, cross-curricular activities, home-school connections, and math explorations. The book
supports NAEYC and NCTM standards.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Engaging Young Children in Mathematics
Douglas H. Clements, Julie Sarama, 2004 Engaging Young Children in Mathematics: Standards for
Early Childhood Mathematics Education brings together the combined wisdom of a diverse group of
experts involved with early childhood mathematics. The book originates from the landmark 2000
Conference on Standards for Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten Mathematics Education, attended
by representatives from almost every state developing standards for young children's mathematics;
federal government officials; mathematicians; mathematics educators; researchers from
mathematics education, early childhood education, and psychology; curriculum developers;
teachers; policymakers; and professionals from organizations such as the National Conference of
Teachers of Mathematics and the National Association for the Education of Young Children. The
main goal of the Conference was to work collectively to help those responsible for framing and
implementing early childhood mathematics standards. Although it has its roots in the Conference,
the expanded scope of the standards and recommendations covered in this book includes the full
range of kindergarten to grade 2. The volume is organized into two main parts and an online
appendix (http://www.gse.buffalo.edu/org/conference/). Part One, Major Themes and
Recommendations, offers a framework for thinking about pre-kindergarten - grade 2 mathematics
education and specific recommendations. Part Two, Elaboration of Major Themes and
Recommendations, provides substantive detail regarding young students' understandings of
mathematical ideas. Each Part includes five parallel subsections: Standards in Early Childhood
Education; Math Standards and Guidelines; Curriculum, Learning, Teaching, and Assessment;
Professional Development; and Toward the Future: Implementation and Policy. As a whole the book:
* presents comprehensive summaries of research that provide specific guidelines for standards,
curriculum, and teaching; * takes the recent reports and recommendations for early childhood
mathematics education to the next level; * integrates practical details and research throughout; and
* provides a succinct, but thorough review of research on the topics, sequences, and learning



trajectories that children can and should learn at each of their first years of life, with specific
developmental guidelines that suggest appropriate content for each topic for each year from
2-year-olds to 7-year-olds. This is an indispensable volume for mathematics educators, researchers,
curriculum developers, teachers and policymakers, including those who create standards, scope and
sequences, and curricula for young children and professional teacher development materials, and
students in mathematics education, early childhood trainers, teacher educators, and faculty in
mathematics education.

small group math activities for kindergarten: Ways of Assessing Children and
Curriculum Celia Genishi, 2015-10-16

small group math activities for kindergarten: Mathematical Discourse: Let the Kids Talk!
Barbara Blanke, 2019-12-10 This invaluable resource provides teachers with the tools they need to
facilitate mathematical discourse and create opportunities for students to think constructively,
communicate effectively, and increase mathematics proficiency. This book will help teachers develop
a new set of pedagogical skills and strategies to assess, plan, and organize their classrooms in a
manner that is conducive to mathematical discourse. With helpful tips and strategies that are easy to
implement, this standards-based book supports an equitable learning environment by encouraging
active listening, clear communication, justification of perspective, and acknowledgement of students'
experiences. Each chapter includes Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching and Learning
strategies to address cultural norms for diverse populations, and support the needs of English
language learners. With tips for implementing Math Talks and Number Talks, this resource will get
students thinking like mathematicians in no time.
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