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Political Science Major UCLA: Exploring Opportunities and Academic Excellence

political science major ucla has become a popular choice for students
interested in understanding the complexities of governance, international
relations, and public policy. UCLA’s Department of Political Science offers a
dynamic and comprehensive program that equips students with critical thinking
skills, analytical tools, and a broad understanding of political systems
around the world. Whether you’re fascinated by domestic politics, global
affairs, or the theories that underpin political behavior, UCLA provides a
rich environment to explore these interests deeply.

Why Choose a Political Science Major at UCLA?

UCLA’s reputation as a top public university extends to its social sciences
departments, and political science is no exception. The program is known for
its rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty, and a vibrant community of
scholars and students. Choosing political science at UCLA means immersing
yourself in an intellectually stimulating atmosphere where diverse
perspectives are encouraged and critical debates thrive.

One of the standout features of the program is the balance it strikes between
theoretical frameworks and practical application. Students don’t just learn
about political theories; they also analyze real-world political events,
conduct research, and engage in experiential learning opportunities such as
internships and community projects.

Strong Faculty and Research Opportunities

The political science faculty at UCLA includes experts in various subfields
such as American politics, comparative politics, international relations,
political theory, and public law. Their research often informs classroom
discussions, keeping coursework relevant and cutting-edge.

Students have access to numerous research centers affiliated with UCLA,
including the UCLA Burkle Center for International Relations and the Center
for the Study of Politics and Governance. These centers offer workshops,
speaker series, and collaborative research projects, allowing students to
deepen their understanding and contribute to ongoing scholarly conversations.

Curriculum and Specializations

The political science major at UCLA is designed to be flexible, allowing
students to tailor their studies to match their interests and career
aspirations. The curriculum covers a wide range of topics, from the
functioning of political institutions to the role of political ideologies and
the impact of globalization.



Core Courses and Electives

Students begin with foundational courses that introduce key concepts and
methodologies in political science. From there, they can choose electives
that focus on areas like:

e American Government and Politics

e Comparative Politics

International Relations and Security Studies

Political Theory and Philosophy

Public Policy and Administration

This structure allows students to develop expertise in one or more subfields,
making their education both broad and specialized.

Methodological Training

A notable aspect of UCLA’s political science program is its emphasis on
quantitative and qualitative methods. Students learn data analysis, survey
design, and research techniques essential for careers in policy analysis,
political consulting, or academia. This training ensures graduates are well-
prepared to tackle complex political questions using empirical evidence.

Experiential Learning and Career Preparation

Beyond classroom learning, UCLA encourages political science majors to engage
in real-world experiences. Internships with government agencies, non-profits,
think tanks, and political campaigns are common pathways for students to
apply their knowledge and build professional networks.

Internships and Networking

The university’s location in Los Angeles, a major political and cultural hub,
provides ample internship opportunities. Many students secure positions at
local government offices, advocacy groups, or media organizations. These
experiences not only enhance resumes but also help students clarify their
career goals.

Moreover, UCLA’s alumni network includes influential figures in politics,
law, Jjournalism, and academia. The Department of Political Science frequently
hosts networking events, career panels, and mentorship programs that connect
current students with graduates.



Graduate School and Beyond

For those interested in further study, UCLA’s political science major lays a
strong foundation for graduate programs in law, public policy, international
affairs, and political science itself. The department supports students
preparing for advanced degrees through advising, research opportunities, and
guidance on standardized tests and applications.

Student Life and Community

Being a political science major at UCLA also means becoming part of a lively
community passionate about politics and social change. Student organizations
like the UCLA Political Science Student Association and Model United Nations
provide platforms for engagement, debate, and leadership development.

Events and Speaker Series

Throughout the academic year, the department hosts lectures and events
featuring prominent political scientists, policymakers, and activists. These
gatherings offer students unique insights into current political issues and
trends while fostering an environment of intellectual curiosity.

Diversity and Inclusion

UCLA prides itself on its diverse student body and inclusive environment.
Political science courses often explore themes of race, gender, and
inequality, encouraging students to consider multiple perspectives and the
role of identity in politics.

Tips for Success as a Political Science Major
at UCLA

Navigating the political science major at UCLA can be rewarding but
challenging. Here are some tips to make the most of your academic journey:

1. Engage actively in classes: Political science thrives on discussion.
Participate in debates and ask questions to deepen your understanding.

2. Seek research opportunities: Approach professors about assisting in
their research or propose your own projects to gain hands—-on experience.

3. Utilize campus resources: Take advantage of career counseling, writing
centers, and workshops offered by the department and the university.

4. Network early: Build relationships with faculty and peers; attend events
and connect with alumni to expand your professional circle.

5. Stay informed: Keep up with current political events through reputable



news sources to bring real-world context to your studies.

Exploring internship possibilities early on can also help you clarify your
career interests and develop practical skills that complement your academic
work.

Understanding the Broader Impact of a Political
Science Degree

A political science major from UCLA prepares students for more than just
traditional political careers. Graduates find themselves in diverse fields
such as journalism, business, international development, education, and law.
The analytical and communication skills honed through the program are highly
valued across sectors.

Moreover, studying political science cultivates a lifelong awareness of civic
engagement and social responsibility. Graduates often become informed voters,
community leaders, and advocates for change, reflecting the department’s
commitment to fostering active citizenship.

Choosing a political science major at UCLA means more than just earning a
degree; it’s about joining a community dedicated to understanding and shaping
the political world. With its blend of academic rigor, experiential learning,
and vibrant campus life, UCLA offers an enriching environment for students
eager to make a difference.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core areas of study in the Political
Science major at UCLA?

The Political Science major at UCLA covers core areas such as American
politics, comparative politics, international relations, political theory,
and public policy.

How competitive is admission to the Political Science
major at UCLA?

Admission to UCLA as a Political Science major is competitive, with high
emphasis on academic performance, extracurricular activities, and a strong
personal statement related to political interests.

What career opportunities are available for UCLA
Political Science majors?

Graduates can pursue careers in law, public policy, government, international
organizations, non-profits, journalism, and academia, among others.



Does UCLA offer research opportunities for Political
Science majors?

Yes, UCLA provides numerous research opportunities through faculty-led
projects, research centers, and independent study options for Political
Science majors.

Are there any specific minors or joint majors that
complement Political Science at UCLA?

Common complementary minors or joint majors include Economics, Sociology,
History, International Development Studies, and Public Affairs.

What student organizations related to Political
Science are active at UCLA?

UCLA hosts several political science-related student organizations such as
the UCLA Political Science Society, Model United Nations, and various
politically focused cultural clubs.

How does UCLA’'s Political Science department support
internships and practical experience?

The department offers internship programs, career workshops, and connections
with local government agencies and NGOs to provide practical experience to
students.

What graduate programs can UCLA Political Science
majors pursue after graduation?

Graduates often pursue advanced degrees in Political Science, Law, Public
Policy, International Relations, and related social sciences at UCLA or other
institutions.

How does UCLA incorporate diversity and global
perspectives in its Political Science curriculum?

UCLA’s Political Science curriculum emphasizes diversity and global
perspectives through courses on comparative politics, international
relations, and political theory that address global issues and marginalized
voices.

Additional Resources

Political Science Major UCLA: An In-Depth Exploration of Academic Excellence
and Career Pathways

political science major ucla represents a distinguished academic pursuit
within one of the nation’s leading public research universities. The
University of California, Los Angeles, renowned for its comprehensive
curriculum and robust faculty expertise, offers a political science program
that attracts students interested in understanding governance, political



behavior, international relations, and public policy. This article provides a
detailed examination of the political science major at UCLA, highlighting its
academic structure, faculty strengths, research opportunities, and career
trajectories, all while considering its position within the broader landscape
of political science education.

Understanding the Political Science Major at
UCLA

UCLA’s political science major is designed to provide students with a nuanced
understanding of political institutions, political theory, and empirical
research methods. The program emphasizes analytical rigor, critical thinking,
and a multidisciplinary approach that integrates history, economics,
sociology, and law. Students are exposed to a variety of political systems
and ideologies, gaining insight into both domestic and international
political dynamics.

The curriculum is structured to balance foundational coursework with
specialized electives, allowing students to tailor their academic experience.
Core courses typically cover American politics, comparative politics,
international relations, political theory, and research methodology. This
foundation ensures that students develop a comprehensive knowledge base
necessary for advanced study or professional application.

Curricular Features and Academic Rigor

One of the distinguishing characteristics of UCLA’s political science major
is its emphasis on empirical research and data analysis. Unlike programs that
focus primarily on theoretical frameworks, UCLA encourages students to engage
with quantitative methods, statistical software, and formal modeling. This
approach equips graduates with the technical skills increasingly demanded in
political consulting, public administration, and academic research.

Moreover, the program offers specialized tracks or areas of concentration,
such as:

e American Politics and Public Policy

e Comparative Politics and Political Economy

e International Relations and Diplomacy

Political Theory and Philosophy

These concentrations enable students to deepen their expertise in specific
domains while maintaining a broad understanding of political science as a
whole.



Faculty and Research Opportunities

The strength of UCLA’s political science major is closely tied to its
distinguished faculty, many of whom are leading figures in their respective
fields. Faculty members actively contribute to cutting-edge research on
topics ranging from electoral behavior and political communication to global
governance and security studies. This dynamic academic environment enriches
the student experience by facilitating mentorship, collaboration, and
participation in research projects.

Students interested in research can take advantage of numerous opportunities,
including:

e Undergraduate research assistantships within faculty-led projects
e Participation in UCLA’s Social Sciences Division seminars and workshops

e Access to resources like the Luskin Center for Innovation and the Burkle
Center for International Relations

These resources not only enhance academic learning but also provide practical
exposure to policy analysis and empirical investigation.

Comparison with Other Top Political Science Programs

When compared to other prestigious institutions, UCLA’s political science
major holds its own in terms of academic quality and research output. While
Ivy League schools like Harvard and Princeton may offer more theoretical or
philosophy-oriented programs, UCLA’s curriculum is often praised for its
balance between theory and methodology. Additionally, the program’s location
in Los Angeles grants unique access to diverse political landscapes,
including urban politics, immigration issues, and international trade hubs.

UCLA also compares favorably with other University of California campuses.
For instance, UC Berkeley is known for its activism and theoretical focus,
whereas UCLA emphasizes empirical analysis and interdisciplinary integration.
This makes UCLA particularly appealing to students seeking a pragmatic
approach to political science that aligns with contemporary policy
challenges.

Career Prospects and Alumni Outcomes

Graduates from the political science major at UCLA find themselves well-
positioned for a variety of career paths. The analytical and research skills
developed during the program are highly valued in sectors such as government,
non-profit organizations, international agencies, journalism, and private
consulting.

Some common career outcomes include:



e Policy Analyst or Advisor
e Legislative Assistant or Political Consultant
e International Relations Specialist

Public Affairs and Communications Officer

Legal and Judicial Careers (often following law school)

The university’s strong alumni network and connections with Los Angeles’s
political and civic institutions further facilitate internship and job
placement opportunities. Additionally, many UCLA political science graduates
pursue advanced degrees in law, public policy, or political science itself,
leveraging the rigorous undergraduate foundation.

Pros and Cons of Pursuing Political Science at UCLA

To provide a balanced perspective, it is important to consider both
advantages and limitations of the UCLA political science major:

e Pros: Access to world-class faculty, emphasis on empirical methods,
diverse course offerings, vibrant research opportunities, and strategic
geographic location.

e Cons: Large class sizes in introductory courses can limit personalized
attention, competitive environment may be challenging for some students,
and the program’s strong methodological focus may not appeal to those
seeking purely theoretical education.

These factors contribute to the overall educational experience and should be
weighed by prospective students based on their academic preferences and
career ambitions.

Integration with Broader UCLA Resources

Political science students at UCLA benefit from interdisciplinary
collaborations and access to a wide array of campus resources. The university
encourages cross—departmental coursework in economics, sociology, psychology,
and international studies, which broadens analytical perspectives.
Additionally, UCLA’s location provides internships and experiential learning
opportunities with government agencies, think tanks, and media organizations
in the Los Angeles metropolitan area.

The Luskin School of Public Affairs and the UCLA School of Law offer
complementary programs, enabling political science majors to engage with
public policy and legal studies in a more applied context. This integration
enhances the academic rigor and practical relevance of the political science
major.



In sum, the political science major at UCLA offers a well-rounded, research-
driven education that prepares students for diverse and evolving career
landscapes. Its blend of theoretical knowledge, methodological training, and
access to influential faculty creates an academic environment conducive to
both intellectual growth and professional readiness. For students aiming to
understand political systems and influence public affairs, UCLA’s political
science program remains a formidable choice.
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political science major ucla: The Unofficial, Unbiased Guide to the 331 Most Interesting
Colleges 2005 Kaplan, Inc, 2004-06-22 Engaging and informative, The Unofficial, Unbiased Guide to

the 331 Most Interesting Colleges 2005 is a must-read reference for every college-bound student.

political science major ucla: UCLA Summer Sessions University of California, Los Angeles,
1918

political science major ucla: The Los Angeles State Normal School, UCLA's Forgotten Past:
1881-1919 Keith Anderson, 2015-07-11 The history of the University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA) officially begins in 1919. However, the university had its real beginnings as the Los Angles
State Normal School. This book aims to correct the historical misperception of the founding of
UCLA.

political science major ucla: Toward a More Perfect Rebellion Josslyn Jeanine Luckett,
2025-04-29 Toward a More Perfect Rebellion tells the riveting story of the socially engaged
filmmakers of color who studied in the Ethno-Communications Program at the University of
California, Los Angeles, between 1969 and 1973. While the program is best known for training the
trailblazing group of Black directors known as the L.A. Rebellion, this book also includes the radical
Asian American, Chicana/o, and Native American filmmakers who collaborated alongside their Black
classmates to create one of the most expansive and groundbreaking bodies of work of any US
university cohort. Through extensive interviews with the filmmakers and cross-racial analysis of
their collective filmography, Josslyn Jeanine Luckett sheds light on a largely untold history of media
activists working outside Hollywood yet firmly rooted in Los Angeles, aiming their cameras with
urgency and tenderness to capture their communities' stories of power, struggle, and
improvisational brilliance.

political science major ucla: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2014 Yale Daily News Staff,
2013-07-09 Students on campus tell you what you really want to know--Cover.

political science major ucla: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges of California Yale Daily News
Staff, 2011-07-26 Previously published as part of The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2011. For more
than thirty-five years, The Insider's Guide to the Colleges has been the favorite resource of high
school students across the country because it is the only comprehensive college reference
researched and written by students for students. In interviews with hundreds of peers on campuses,
our writers have sought out the inside scoop at every school on everything from the nightlife and
professors to the newest dorms and wildest student organizations. Now, we've compiled these
in-depth profiles of colleges life for California colleges, full of Essential statistics for every school,
from acceptance rates to the most popular majors, FYI sections with student opinions, outrageous
off-the-cuff advice and more! The Insider's Guide to the Colleges of California cuts through the piles
of brochures to get to the things that matter most to students, and by staying on top of trends and
attitudes it delivers the straight talk students and parents need to choose the school that's the best
fit.
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political science major ucla: The Best 376 Colleges Robert Franek, Laura Braswell,
Princeton Review (Firm), Seamus Mullarkey, 2011-08-02 Featuring candid feedback from more than
122,000 students from across the country, this guide to the best 376 colleges includes bonus
financial aid ratings.

political science major ucla: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2013 Yale Daily News,
2025-09-23 The Insider's Guide to the Colleges has been, for 39 years, the most relied-upon resource
for high school students looking for honest reports on colleges from their fellow students. Having
interviewed hundreds of their peers on more than 330 campuses and by getting the inside scoop on
everything from the nightlife and professors to the newest dorms and wildest student organizations,
the reporters at the Yale Daily News have created the most candid college guide available. In
addition to the wellrounded profiles, this edition has been updated to include: * Essential statistics
for every school, from acceptance rates to popular majors ¢ A College Finder to help students zero in
on the perfect school ¢ All new FYI sections with student opinions and outrageous off-the-cuff advice
The Insider's Guide to the Colleges cuts through the glossy brochures to uncover the things that
matter most to students, and by staying on top of trends, it gives both students and parents the
straightforward information they need to choose the school that's right for them.

political science major ucla: University Bulletin University of California (System), 1965

political science major ucla: American Universities and Colleges Praeger Publishers,
2010-04-16 For well over a half century, American Universities and Colleges has been the most
comprehensive and highly respected directory of four-year institutions of higher education in the
United States. A two-volume set that Choice magazine hailed as a most important resource in its
November 2006 issue, this revised edition features the most up-to-date statistical data available to
guide students in making a smart yet practical decision in choosing the university or college of their
dreams. In addition, the set serves as an indispensable reference source for parents, college
advisors, educators, and public, academic, and high school librarians. These two volumes provide
extensive information on 1,900 institutions of higher education, including all accredited colleges and
universities that offer at least the baccalaureate degree. This essential resource offers pertinent,
statistical data on such topics as tuition, room and board; admission requirements; financial aid;
enrollments; student life; library holdings; accelerated and study abroad programs; departments and
teaching staff; buildings and grounds; and degrees conferred. Volume two of the set provides four
indexes, including an institutional Index, a subject accreditation index, a levels of degrees offered
index, and a tabular index of summary data by state. These helpful indexes allow readers to find
information easily and to make comparisons among institutions effectively. Also contained within the
text are charts and tables that provide easy access to comparative data on relevant topics.

political science major ucla: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2010 The Staff of the Yale
Daily News, 2025-09-23 The Straight-Talking Student's Guide to the Best Colleges For more than
thirty-five years, The Insider's Guide to the Colleges has been the favorite resource of high school
students across the country because it is the only comprehensive college reference written and
researched by students for students. In interviews with hundreds of peers on campuses from New
York to Hawaii and Florida to Alaska, our writers have gotten the inside scoop on every school on
topics ranging from professors and campus life to dorms and student activities. This thirty-sixth
edition has been completely revised and updated to stay on top of campus trends and attitudes. Each
school profile in The Insider's Guide cuts through the veneer of brochures and common stereotypes
to reveal colleges as they're seen through the eyes of their students. This comprehensive guide
includes: - Revealing profiles of more than 330 top schools in the United States and Canada -
Essential statistics for every school, from acceptance rates to the most popular majors - An insider's
packing list detailing what every college student really needs to bring - A college quiz that helps
students find the type of school that is right for them - FYI sections with candid student opinions and
outrageous advice

political science major ucla: Sustaining University Program Research United States. National
Aeronautics and Space Administration,



political science major ucla: The Best Beloved Thing Is Justice Lisa Kloppenberg, 2022
Dorothy Wright Nelson was a prominent federal judge on the level just below the U.S. Supreme
Court for over 40 years. Although women had few opportunities in law when she graduated, she
became one of the first female law professors and deans. The book offers an in-depth look at her life
and her rise as a national expert in what is now the major field of alternative dispute resolution or
conflict resolution. Featuring extensive interviews with judges, professors, and legal leaders, they
offer first-hand accounts and multiple perspectives on how she was an extraordinary trailblazer in a
traditional, male-dominated profession.

political science major ucla: Bruin Life , 1999

political science major ucla: Probabilistic and Causal Inference Hector Geffner, Rina Dechter,
Joseph Halpern, 2022-03-10 Professor Judea Pearl won the 2011 Turing Award “for fundamental
contributions to artificial intelligence through the development of a calculus for probabilistic and
causal reasoning.” This book contains the original articles that led to the award, as well as other
seminal works, divided into four parts: heuristic search, probabilistic reasoning, causality, first
period (1988-2001), and causality, recent period (2002-2020). Each of these parts starts with an
introduction written by Judea Pearl. The volume also contains original, contributed articles by
leading researchers that analyze, extend, or assess the influence of Pearl’s work in different fields:
from Al, Machine Learning, and Statistics to Cognitive Science, Philosophy, and the Social Sciences.
The first part of the volume includes a biography, a transcript of his Turing Award Lecture, two
interviews, and a selected bibliography annotated by him.

political science major ucla: Orange County Jew: a Memoir Martin Aaron Brower,
2010-03-16 When Martin Brower moved his family from heavily Jewish Los Angeles to barely Jewish
Orange County, California, in 1974, his Los Angeles friends were amazed at his bravery and his
foolishness. Orange County was considered anti-Semitic and lacking in culture. However, during the
years following World War II, Orange County was transformed from a small rural community with
citrus groves, row crops and cattle -- first into a bedroom community for neighboring Los Angeles
County and then into a dynamic urban empire. As the Countys population and employment base
exploded, Orange Countys Jewish population grew from a small enclave of Jewish shopkeepers into a
vibrant Jewish community in excess of 100,000. To the surprise of many, Orange County now boasts
one of the leading centers of Jewish life in the nation, complete with 30 synagogues, a grand new
Jewish Community Center, one of the nations largest Jewish day schools and one of its finest homes
for the aging. In his book Orange County Jew: A Memoir, Brower superimposes the growth of the
Jewish community over the amazing development of Orange County itself, and uses as a framework
the personal story of his own 36 years as a resident of Orange County and as a player among its
major real estate development companies and its entrepreneurial leaders.

political science major ucla: From the Bayou to the Bay Robert C. Smith, 2021-01-01 In
this refreshingly candid intellectual autobiography, Robert C. Smith traces the evolution of his
consciousness and identity from his early days in rural Louisiana to his emergence as one of the
nation's leading scholars of African American politics. He interweaves this personal narrative with
the significant events and cultural flashpoints of the last half of the twentieth century, including the
Watts Rebellion, the rise of the Black Power movement, the tumultuous protests at Berkeley, and the
sex and drug revolutions of the 1960s. As a graduate student he experiences the founding of Black
Studies, the grounding in blackness at Howard University, and, as a professor, the swirling
controversies and contradictions of Black Studies and feminism at San Francisco State University.
Smith also locates his story in the context of the scholarly literature on African American politics,
imbuing it with his own personal perspective. His account illuminates the past but, at the same time,
looks toward the future of the long struggle by African American scholars to use knowledge as a
base of power in the fight against racism and white supremacy.

political science major ucla: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2009 Yale Daily News,
2008-06-24 The comprehensive college guide is written by students who know firsthand what makes
or breaks the undergraduate experience. This work goes past admissions requirements to get to the




stuff that matters most to students: dorm life, sports, dating, and, of course, food.

political science major ucla: The Best 390 Colleges, 2025 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, David Soto, Stephen Koch, Aaron Riccio, 2024-08-27 As seen on the TODAY Show on NBC!
NO ONE KNOWS COLLEGES LIKE THE PRINCETON REVIEW. This comprehensive guide to the
nation's best colleges provides in-depth profiles on schools, best-of lists by interest, and tons of
helpful student-driven details that will help you or your student choose their best-fit colleges! The
Princeton Review's college rankings started in 1992 with surveys from 30,000 students. Over 30
years and more than a million student surveys later, we stand by our claim that there is no single
“best” college, only the best college for you... and that this is the book that will help you find it!
STRAIGHT FROM STUDENTS TO YOU - 390 in-depth school profiles based on candid feedback from
160,000+ students, covering academics, administration, campus life, and financial aid - Insights on
unique college character, social scene, and more - Direct quotes from students about their school’s
professors, campus culture, career services, and more RANKING LISTS & RATING SCORES - Lists
of the top 25 colleges in 50 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life,
facilities, and much more - Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life
DETAILED ADMISSIONS INFORMATION - The Inside Word on competitive applications, test scores,
tuition, and average indebtedness - Comprehensive information on selectivity, freshman profiles, and
application deadlines at each school Plus! Free access to 2 full-length practice tests online (1 SAT
and 1 ACT) to help you prep for the important admissions-exams part of your admissions journey.

political science major ucla: Project India Judith Kerr Graven , 2014 It is 1952. Communism is
spreading through Asia. Students at UCLA develop a bold new idea - a youth ambassador program
that will send a diverse group of real Americans to the politically strategic country of India to speak
directly with Indian peers. Despite rough conditions and tough questions about American policy,
Project Indians prove youth have a role to play in international diplomacy, a key precursor to the
development of the Peace Corps. A member of Project India 1958, Judith Kerr Graven documents the
program that for 18 years provided more than a million Indians with a new perspective about
Americans. Scouring sources from the State Department to Project Indians' personal diaries, Graven
delivers a humorous and touching portrait of young people working to promote international
understanding against a backdrop of political turmoil - a newly independent India struggling to feed
itself, and an America on the brink of social revolution.
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