perry mason episode guide

Perry Mason Episode Guide: A Journey Through Television’s Legendary Legal Drama

perry mason episode guide is a phrase that resonates deeply with fans of classic
television and legal dramas alike. Since its debut in 1957, Perry Mason has become an
iconic series, setting the gold standard for courtroom dramas. Whether you’'re a longtime
admirer or a newcomer eager to dive into the world of the sharp-witted defense attorney,
understanding the structure and highlights of the show can greatly enhance your viewing
experience. This guide offers a detailed walkthrough of Perry Mason’s episodes, exploring
the evolution of the series, its memorable cases, and key characters.

The Origins and Impact of Perry Mason

The Perry Mason series, based on the novels by Erle Stanley Gardner, originally aired
from 1957 to 1966. Starring Raymond Burr as the titular defense lawyer, the show
combines mystery, drama, and courtroom suspense, captivating audiences with its clever
plots and thrilling verdicts. This series not only popularized legal drama on television but
also influenced countless shows that followed.

Understanding the episode layout is crucial for appreciating the series’ growth. The
original run consisted of nine seasons and 271 episodes, each typically featuring a
standalone case. This structure allows viewers to jump into almost any episode without
prior knowledge, though certain character developments and recurring themes add layers
for dedicated fans.

Breaking Down the Perry Mason Episode Guide

Navigating the Perry Mason episode guide can be an adventure in itself. The episodes are
often categorized by season, with each season offering unique storylines and guest stars.
Below is an overview of what to expect from each segment of the series:

Season 1: Establishing the Formula

The first season sets the tone for the series, introducing Perry Mason, his loyal secretary
Della Street, and private investigator Paul Drake. Episodes like “The Case of the Restless
Redhead” and “The Case of the Sleepwalker's Niece” showcase the classic Mason formula:
a seemingly open-and-shut case that unfolds into a complex web of deception, ultimately
leading to a dramatic courtroom confession.



Seasons 2 to 5: Refining the Craft

As the series progresses into seasons two through five, the storytelling becomes more
intricate. New characters are introduced, and the cases often involve higher stakes and
more layered mysteries. Episodes such as “The Case of the Velvet Claws” and “The Case
of the Deadly Verdict” stand out for their suspenseful narratives and unexpected twists.

Seasons 6 to 9: The Final Chapters

The concluding seasons maintain the show’s high standards while experimenting with
slightly darker themes and more personal story arcs involving Perry Mason himself.
Notable episodes include “The Case of the Fatal Fortune” and “The Case of the Final
Fade-Out.” These later installments often reflect the changing social climate of the 1960s,
adding depth to the legal drama.

Key Themes and Recurring Elements in Perry
Mason Episodes

One of the reasons the Perry Mason episode guide continues to attract viewers is the
consistency of its themes and character dynamics. The show’s formula revolves around
uncovering the truth and delivering justice, often highlighting the flaws in the
prosecution’s case.

The Courtroom Drama

Perry Mason episodes are famous for their intense courtroom scenes, where Mason’s
sharp intellect and relentless questioning dismantle the prosecution’s arguments. The final
moments of many episodes culminate in a surprise confession or revelation, a trademark
that fans eagerly anticipate.

Character Development and Interactions

Beyond the legal battles, the relationships between characters like Perry Mason, Della
Street, and Paul Drake add warmth and humor. Their teamwork and loyalty are central to
the show’s charm, making the episode guide not just a list of cases, but a map of evolving
friendships.

Tips for Navigating the Perry Mason Episode



Guide

If you're planning to watch or rewatch the series, here are some tips to make the most out
of the Perry Mason episode guide:

e Start with the Pilot: “The Case of the Restless Redhead” is the perfect introduction
to Mason’s world.

e Watch Chronologically: While episodes are mostly standalone, watching in order
helps track subtle character growth.

e Focus on Notable Guest Stars: The series featured many famous actors of the era,
adding extra appeal to certain episodes.

¢ Use the Guide to Explore Themes: Group episodes by themes or types of crimes to
appreciate the variety in storytelling.

Exploring Perry Mason Beyond the Original Series

The legacy of Perry Mason extends well beyond the original 1950s and 60s series. There
have been multiple television movies, a recent HBO reboot, and countless adaptations in
books and radio shows. For fans using a Perry Mason episode guide, understanding these
continuations can enrich the experience.

The TV Movies and Revival Series

Between 1985 and 1995, Raymond Burr reprised his role in a series of TV movies that
revisited Mason’s courtroom battles with fresh stories. These movies are often included in
extended episode guides and offer a nostalgic return for fans.

The HBO Reboot

In 2020, HBO launched a darker, more character-driven reboot of Perry Mason, starring
Matthew Rhys. This version delves into Mason’s origins as a private investigator and
explores a gritty, noir-inspired Los Angeles. Though stylistically different, it complements
the original series and broadens the Perry Mason universe.



Where to Find a Comprehensive Perry Mason
Episode Guide

For those interested in diving deep into the Perry Mason episode guide, several online
resources and fan sites provide detailed synopses, cast lists, and trivia. Websites like
IMDDb, TV Guide, and dedicated Perry Mason fan forums maintain extensive archives of
episode information, making it easy to search by season, case, or guest stars.

Moreover, many streaming platforms that host the series include episode descriptions and
user reviews, offering additional insights. Collectors and enthusiasts might also seek out
DVD box sets, which often come with booklets containing episode guides and historical
context.

Enjoying Perry Mason, whether through a chronological journey or selective viewing,
becomes more rewarding with a good episode guide at hand. It not only helps track the
multitude of cases but also enhances appreciation for the craftsmanship behind one of
television’s most enduring legal dramas.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a complete Perry Mason episode
guide?

A complete Perry Mason episode guide can be found on official network websites,
dedicated fan sites, and databases like IMDb and TV Guide.

How many episodes are there in the original Perry
Mason series?

The original Perry Mason series, which aired from 1957 to 1966, has a total of 271
episodes across nine seasons.

Does the Perry Mason episode guide include
information about the 2020 reboot series?

Yes, many Perry Mason episode guides now include information about the 2020 reboot
series, detailing episodes, cast, and plot summaries.

Are Perry Mason episodes available with detailed
synopses in the episode guide?

Most comprehensive Perry Mason episode guides provide detailed synopses, including plot
summaries, guest stars, and key case details for each episode.



Where can I find the original air dates for Perry Mason
episodes?

Original air dates for Perry Mason episodes are typically listed in episode guides on
websites like IMDDb, TV.com, and dedicated Perry Mason fan sites.

Is there an episode guide that highlights the best or
most popular Perry Mason episodes?

Yes, some episode guides and fan sites curate lists of the best or most popular Perry
Mason episodes based on fan votes and critical reviews.

Can I find information about guest stars in each Perry
Mason episode in the episode guide?

Detailed Perry Mason episode guides often include information about guest stars and
notable appearances in each episode.

Are Perry Mason episode guides available in print as
well as online?

Yes, there are printed Perry Mason episode guides and companion books that provide
detailed information about each episode, available through bookstores and online
retailers.

Do Perry Mason episode guides cover both the TV series
and TV movies?

Many comprehensive Perry Mason episode guides include information on both the original
TV series episodes and the subsequent TV movies featuring the character.

Additional Resources
Perry Mason Episode Guide: An In-Depth Look at the Iconic Legal Drama

perry mason episode guide serves as an essential resource for enthusiasts of one of
television’s most enduring legal dramas. Since its debut in the late 1950s, Perry Mason
has captivated audiences with its intricate courtroom battles, sharp legal minds, and
compelling mystery narratives. This article explores the comprehensive episode guide,
highlighting key seasons, notable episodes, and the show's evolution over time. By delving
into the details of the series, viewers can better appreciate the show’s narrative structure
and significance in the legal drama genre.



The Legacy of Perry Mason: A Brief Overview

Perry Mason, created by Erle Stanley Gardner, first aired in 1957 and ran for nine seasons
until 1966. The show stars Raymond Burr as the titular defense attorney, known for his
cunning courtroom tactics and unwavering dedication to justice. Over the years, the series
has become synonymous with the classic legal drama format, influencing countless
subsequent shows. The popularity of Perry Mason has resulted in a wealth of episodes,
each presenting a unique case filled with suspense, twists, and courtroom revelations.

A detailed perry mason episode guide not only chronicles the extensive case files but also
illuminates character development, legal procedures, and the narrative arcs that define
the show. Whether you are a first-time viewer or a long-time fan, understanding the
episode progression enriches the viewing experience.

Structure and Format of the Perry Mason Series

The original Perry Mason series typically follows a formulaic yet engaging structure. Each
episode introduces a seemingly unsolvable case, often involving a murder or serious
crime. Mason, supported by his loyal secretary Della Street and private investigator Paul
Drake, methodically uncovers hidden evidence to exonerate his clients. The climax
invariably takes place in the courtroom, where Mason’s dramatic cross-examinations
reveal the true perpetrator.

Season-by-Season Breakdown

A perry mason episode guide is best approached by examining the series season by
season, as subtle shifts in tone and storytelling emerge:

e Season 1 (1957-1958): Establishes the core characters and courtroom formula with
30 episodes focusing on sharp legal battles and complex mysteries.

e Seasons 2-4 (1958-1961): These seasons refine the narrative style, introducing
more intricate cases and character subplots, with episodes like “The Case of the
Silent Partner” standing out.

e Seasons 5-7 (1961-1964): The show experiments with more dramatic storytelling
and occasionally darker themes, while maintaining its procedural roots.

¢ Seasons 8-9 (1964-1966): The final seasons emphasize courtroom drama with an
increased focus on character depth, concluding with memorable episodes such as
“The Case of the Final Fade-Out.”



Noteworthy Episodes and Their Impact

Among the hundreds of episodes, certain installments have become landmarks in
television history. For instance, “The Case of the Velvet Claws” (Season 1, Episode 1) is an
excellent introduction to Mason’s world, demonstrating early examples of his courtroom
prowess. Similarly, “The Case of the Deadly Verdict” (Season 9, Episode 30) serves as a
powerful series finale, wrapping up long-standing character dynamics.

From a legal procedural standpoint, episodes such as “The Case of the Drowsy Mosquito”
and “The Case of the Caretaker’s Cat” showcase the show’s ability to blend suspense with
plausible legal strategies, setting a standard for future legal dramas.

The Perry Mason Revival and Spin-offs

Beyond the original series, the Perry Mason franchise has expanded through television
movies, a 2020 HBO reboot, and various spin-offs. Each iteration brings a fresh
perspective but remains tethered to the original’s legal drama roots.

Perry Mason TV Movies (1985-1995)

After a hiatus, Raymond Burr reprised his role in a series of TV movies that provided new
cases while preserving the classic atmosphere. The perry mason episode guide for these
movies is shorter but significant, showing Mason’s adaptation to contemporary legal and
social issues.

HBO’s Perry Mason (2020-Present)

The modern reboot departs from the courtroom formula, focusing more on Mason’s origin
story as a private investigator and lawyer in 1930s Los Angeles. While the episode count is
limited compared to the original, each episode delves deeply into character psychology
and noir aesthetics, attracting a new generation of viewers.

Accessing and Utilizing the Perry Mason Episode
Guide

For enthusiasts and researchers, an up-to-date perry mason episode guide is invaluable. It
enables:

e Tracking the progression of story arcs and character development



e Identifying key episodes for thematic or academic study
e Comparing the original series with its modern adaptations

e Planning viewing schedules to appreciate the show’s legal and narrative evolution

Several online databases and fan sites provide detailed synopses, air dates, and cast
information, making it easier to navigate the extensive catalog.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Legal Dramas

When compared to modern legal dramas like “Law & Order” or “The Good Wife,” Perry
Mason’s episode structure feels more formulaic yet remarkably effective. The show’s
emphasis on courtroom revelations over long-term serialized storytelling distinguishes it
from its successors. This episodic nature allows viewers to engage with standalone
mysteries without requiring extensive background knowledge.

However, the original series sometimes lacks the nuanced character complexity and moral

ambiguity that contemporary dramas explore. The 2020 reboot addresses these gaps by
integrating more layered narratives, reflecting evolving audience expectations.

Key Features of Perry Mason Episodes

Each episode of Perry Mason typically encompasses:

e Case Introduction: Presentation of the client and the circumstances leading to the
accusation.

e Investigation Phase: Mason and his team gather evidence, often encountering
resistance or new suspects.

¢ Courtroom Drama: The climax involves intense cross-examinations and strategic
revelations that overturn assumptions.

e Resolution: The true perpetrator is exposed, and justice is served.

This formulaic approach ensures a satisfying narrative arc while allowing for creative
variations in plot and character interaction.

The perry mason episode guide also highlights recurring motifs such as the use of forensic
evidence, ethical dilemmas in legal defense, and the portrayal of justice in mid-20th
century America. These elements contribute to the show’s lasting appeal and cultural
significance.



Whether revisiting classic episodes or exploring new adaptations, the perry mason episode
guide remains an essential tool for understanding the breadth and depth of this iconic
series. Its structured yet flexible storytelling continues to influence legal dramas
worldwide, underscoring the timeless appeal of Perry Mason’s quest for truth and justice.

Perry Mason Episode Guide

perry mason episode guide: Raymond Burr Ona L. Hill, 2012-02-09 Best known for his
television series Perry Mason and Ironside, Burr had a career spanning over fifty years. His life is
meticulously documented here, including movie roles in such Hollywood productions as Rear
Window and Key to the City, and other work in television. Also discussed are his family, Fiji Island
home, work in Canadian films, and trips to Korea and Vietnam to entertain American troops. The
appendices include a complete episode guide to the Perry Mason series.

perry mason episode guide: A TV Guide to Life Jeff Alexander, 2008-07-01 Read Jeff
Alexander's posts on the Penguin Blog. A couch potato’s book of wisdom— 100% commercial free!
Some say that entire generations of Americans are being raised by the television...like that’s a bad
thing. Not so, says author Jeff Alexander, long-time television writer, advocate of education by
television, and recapper for the popular website Television Without Pity. Here, he offers the ultimate
in life lessons as seen on TV. Topics include: ¢ Saved by the Bell: School on TV ¢ Somebody Save Me:
Super Powers and Magic Spells * Tell Me Why I Love You Like I Do: Relationships on TV « Making A
Living: The Workplace * And more With a smart, snarky style, Alexander guides readers through
important lessons gleaned from years of TV reviewing (now in convenient book form!), freeing up a
whole new generation to learn other things, like how to cure cancer or solve world hunger...or
anything more useful than watching TV (Author’s note: Just joking... there is no such thing).

perry mason episode guide: Film Noir Guide Michael F. Keaney, 2015-05-20 More than 700
films from the classic period of film noir (1940 to 1959) are presented in this exhaustive reference
book--such films as The Accused, Among the Living, The Asphalt Jungle, Baby Face Nelson, Bait, The
Beat Generation, Crossfire, Dark Passage, | Walk Alone, The Las Vegas Story, The Naked City,
Strangers on a Train, White Heat, and The Window. For each film, the following information is
provided: the title, release date, main performers, screenwriter(s), director(s), type of noir, thematic
content, a rating based on the five-star system, and a plot synopsis that does not reveal the ending.

perry mason episode guide: A Reference Guide to Television's Bonanza Bruce R. Leiby,
Linda F. Leiby, 2005-03-15 Bonanza aired on NBC from September 12, 1959, to January 16, 1973,
playing to 480,000,000 viewers in over 97 countries. It was the second longest running western
series, surpassed only by Gunsmoke, and continues to provide wholesome entertainment to old and
new fans via syndication. This book provides an in-depth chronicle of the series and its stars. A
history of the show from its inception to the current made-for-television movies is provided, and an
episode guide includes a synopsis of each show and lists such details as the main characters of each
episode and the actors who portrayed them, the dates they stayed with the show, date and time of
original broadcast, writer, director, producer, executive producer, and supporting cast. Also
provided are character sketches for each of the major recurring characters, career biographies of
Lorne Green, Pernell Roberts, Dan Blocker, and Michael Landon, brief biographical sketches of the
supporting cast, a discography of recordings of the Bonanza theme and recordings of the four major
stars, and information on Bonanza television movies.

perry mason episode guide: Encyclopedia of Television Law Shows Hal Erickson, 2009-10-21
When media coverage of courtroom trials came under intense fire in the aftermath of the infamous


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-141/perry-mason-episode-guide.pdf

New Jersey v. Hauptmann lawsuit (a.k.a. the Lindbergh kidnapping case,) a new wave of
fictionalized courtroom programming arose to satiate the public's appetite for legal drama. This
book is an alphabetical examination of the nearly 200 shows telecast in the U.S. from 1948 through
2008 involving courtrooms, lawyers and judges, complete with cast and production credits, airdates,
detailed synopses and background information. Included are such familiar titles as Perry Mason,
Divorce Court, Judge Judy, LA Law, and The Practice, along with such obscure series as They Stand
Accused, The Verdict Is Yours Sam Benedict, Trials of O'Brien, and The Law and Mr. Jones. The book
includes an introductory overview of law-oriented radio and TV broadcasts from the 1920s to the
present, including actual courtroom coverage (or lack of same during those years in which cameras
and microphones were forbidden in the courtroom) and historical events within TV's factual and
fictional treatment of the legal system. Also included in the introduction is an analysis of the rise and
fall of cable's Court TV channel.

perry mason episode guide: A History of Television's The Virginian, 1962-1971 Paul
Green, 2014-01-10 On September 19, 1962, The Virginian made its primetime broadcast premiere.
The 1902 novel by Owen Wister had already seen four movie adaptations when Frank Price
mentioned the story's series potential to NBC. Filmed in color, The Virginian became television's
first 90-minute western series. Immensely successful, it ran for nine seasons--television's third
longest running western. This work accounts for the entire creative history of The Virginian,
including the original inspirations and the motion picture adaptations--but the primary focus is its
transformation into television and the ways in which the show changed over time. An extensive
episode guide includes title, air date, guest star(s), writers, producers, director and a brief synopsis
of each of The Virginian's 249 episodes, along with detailed cast and production credits.

perry mason episode guide: Law and Justice on the Small Screen Peter Robson, Jessica
Silbey, 2012-08-01 'Law and Justice on the Small Screen' is a wide-ranging collection of essays about
law in and on television. In light of the book's innovative taxonomy of the field and its international
reach, it will make a novel contribution to the scholarly literature about law and popular culture.
Television shows from France, Canada, the United Kingdom, Germany, Spain and the United States
are discussed. The essays are organised into three sections: (1) methodological questions regarding
the analysis of law and popular culture on television; (2) a focus on genre studies within television
programming (including a subsection on reality television), and (3) content analysis of individual
television shows with attention to big-picture jurisprudential questions of law's efficacy and the
promise of justice. The book's content is organised to make it appropriate for undergraduate and
graduate classes in the following areas: media studies, law and culture, socio-legal studies,
comparative law, jurisprudence, the law of lawyering, alternative dispute resolution and criminal
law. Individual chapters have been contributed by, among others: Taunya Banks, Paul Bergman, Lief
Carter, Christine Corcos, Rebecca Johnson, Stefan Machura, Nancy Marder, Michael McCann,
Kimberlianne Podlas and Susan Ross, with an Introduction by Peter Robson and Jessica Silbey.

perry mason episode guide: TV Guide , 2005

perry mason episode guide: Hiding in Plain Sight Michael Starr, 2008-04 Looks at the life of
the popular television and film actor, while focusing on the secret gay life that he led while
maintaining a heterosexual public persona in order to protect his career.

perry mason episode guide: Hiding in Plain Sight Michael Seth Starr, 2009-09-01 Raymond
Burr (1917-1993), a film noir regular known for his villainous roles in movies like Rear Window,
became one of the most popular stars in television history. He delighted millions of viewers each
week in the toprated shows Perry Mason and Ironside, which ran virtually uninterrupted for nearly
twenty years.

perry mason episode guide: Robert Redford Michael Feeney Callan, 2011 Draws on the actor,
director, and producer's personal documents to offer insight into his complex life behind his famous
roles, discussing the death of his son, his relationship with Sydney Pollack, and his establishment of
the Sundance Film Festival.

perry mason episode guide: Dashing, Daring, and Debonair Herbie ] Pilato, 2016-07-20



This book profiles and celebrates the men who invented manliness and became stars in the process--

perry mason episode guide: World Wide Web Yellow Pages , 1996

perry mason episode guide: Lawyers in Your Living Room! Michael Asimow, 2009 From Perry
Mason and The Defenders in the 1960s to L.A. Law in the 80s, The Practice and Ally McBeal in the
90s, to Boston Legal, Shark and Law & Order today, the television industry has generated an endless
stream of dramatic series involving law and lawyers. This new guide examines television series from
the past and present, domestic and foreign, that are devoted to the law.

perry mason episode guide: Science Fiction Television Series Mark Phillips, Frank Garcia,
2014-05-12 Whether rocketing to other worlds or galloping through time, science fiction television
has often featured the best of the medium. The genre's broad appeal allows youngsters to enjoy
fantastic premises and far out stories, while offering adults a sublime way to view the human
experience in a dramatic perspective. From Alien Nation to World of Giants, this reference work
provides comprehensive episode guides and cast and production credits for 62 science fiction series
that were aired from 1959 through 1989. For each episode, a brief synopsis is given, along with the
writer and director of the show and the guest cast. Using extensive research and interviews with
writers, directors, actors, stuntmen and many of the show's creators, an essay about each of the
shows is also provided, covering such issues as its genesis and its network and syndication histories.

perry mason episode guide: Justice Denoted Terry White, 2003-09-30 White provides the
most comprehensive scholarly compilation of fictional work of legal suspense in existence. Primarily
a bibliography of novels, it also annotates plays, scripts for film and television, novelizations, and
short-story collections about lawyers and the law. The idea behind the principal of selection is to
disdain labels that reduce the variety of the legal thriller to a subgenre of mystery fiction. Novels
that range from suspense thrillers through science fiction to the philosophical novel are included if
justice is thematically important. It is therefore an eclectic reference source beyond a compilation of
books about lawyers as protagonists. Its biographical and scholarly information about authors, major
and minor, and their novels or works is traditionally encyclopedic and objective regardless of
whether the work has been genre-defined, or worse—deified as a classic or denigrated as a
bestseller. Many novels included are long out of print, but historically interesting for their
contribution to the lineage of the courtroom drama, showing that the history of the legal thriller is
one of the major branches of modern literature since the Age of Reason. The criterion of justice
denoted moves beyond the fact of lawyers and courtrooms to select seminal novels like Robert
Travers' Anatomy of a Murder as well as the romantic potboiler. Among the more than 2,000 works
are the Perry Mason novels of Erle Stanley Gardner, John Mortimer's Rumpole series, along with a
staple of fiction by major authors of the genre like John Lescroart, Lisa Scottoline, Margaret Maron,
Scott Turow, and John Grisham. There are also individual works by Shakespeare, Goethe, Kafka,
Camus, and Twain delineating humanity's obsession with the law as its shining prop of civilization
and, alternative, béte-noire of the common individual caught up in its maw. The appendices include
comments by lawyer-novelist Michael A. Kahn, a historical introduction to the legal thriller, craft
notes by writers and prominent trial lawyers responding to author and lawyer questionnaires,
bibliography of critical sources and articles, series characters, and the legal terminology found in
courtroom dramas and novels. An essential reference tool for scholars, researchers as well as the
occasional reader of legal thrillers.

perry mason episode guide: Television Program Master Index Charles V. Dintrone,
2014-02-11 This work indexes books, dissertations and journal articles that mention television
shows. Memoirs, autobiographies, biographies, and some popular works meant for fans are also
indexed. The major focus is on service to researchers in the history of television. Listings are keyed
to an annotated bibliography. Appendices include a list of websites; an index of groups or classes of
people on television; and a list of programs by genre. Changes from the second edition include more
than 300 new shows, airing on a wider variety of networks; 2000-plus references (more than double
the second edition); and a large increase in scholarly articles. The book provides access to materials
on almost 2300 shows, including groundbreaking ones like All in the Family (almost 200 entries);



cult favorites like Buffy: The Vampire Slayer (200-plus entries); and a classic franchise, Star Trek
(more than 400 entries for all the shows). The shows covered range from the late 1940s to 2010 (The
Walking Dead). References range from 1956 to 2013.

perry mason episode guide: Icons of Mystery and Crime Detection Mitzi M. Brunsdale,
2010-07-26 This book provides an introduction to 24 iconic figures, real and fictional, that have
shaped the detective/mystery genre of popular literature. Icons of Mystery and Crime Detection:
From Sleuths to Superheroes is an insightful look at one of our most popular and diverse fictional
genres, providing a guided tour of mystery and crime writing by focusing on two dozen of the field's
most enduring creations and creators. Icons of Mystery and Crime Detection spans the history of the
detective story with series of critical entries on the field's most evocative names, from the originator
of the form, Edgar Allan Poe, to its first popular running character, Sherlock Holmes; from the
Golden Age of Sam Spade, Philip Marlowe, and Charlie Chan—in fiction and films—to small screen
heroes, such as Columbo and Jessica Fletcher. Also included are other accomplished practitioners of
the craft of mystery/crime storytelling, including Agatha Christie, Tony Hillerman, and Alfred
Hitchcock.

perry mason episode guide: Gunmen and Gangsters Michael Schlossheimer, 2001-11-28
Gangsters such as Al Capone and Lucky Luciano were considered by many people to be the most
exciting personalities of the 1920s and 1930s. The public was hungry for press coverage about these
mysterious and dangerous men. Most reports about them were sketchy, as the reporters did not
want to get on the bad side of the racket bosses. Hollywood's response to the public's fascination
was to portray the lives of gangsters on the movie screen, using actors such as Humphrey Bogart,
James Cagney, and Edward G. Robinson. Perhaps surprisingly, these men received not-so-favorable
reviews from the Academy Award voters, and as their popularity grew with the public, censorship
dictated other actors be brought in to play the roles. That's what this book is about--the personal and
professional lives of William Bendix, Charles Bickford, Ward Bond, Broderick Crawford, Brian
Donlevy, Paul Douglas, William Gargan, Barton MacLane, and Lloyd Nolan, second-string actors who
replaced the big names and did a memorable job. A filmography is supplied for each actor.

perry mason episode guide: TV Guide ... Index , 1979
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