my life and hard times james thurber

**My Life and Hard Times by James Thurber: A Delightful Exploration of Humor and Hardship**

my life and hard times james thurber is more than just a memoir; it's a clever, whimsical journey
through the peculiar world of one of America’s most beloved humorists. James Thurber’s unique blend
of wit, satire, and charm shines through this collection of autobiographical sketches, offering readers
a window into his life, his struggles, and his distinctive view of the absurdities of everyday existence.
If you're curious about Thurber’s style or want to understand the man behind the iconic cartoons and
stories, this work provides an essential and entertaining glimpse.

Understanding James Thurber’s Unique Style in "My
Life and Hard Times"

James Thurber was renowned for his ability to mix humor with deeper reflections on human nature
and personal hardship. In *My Life and Hard Times*, he doesn't just tell a straightforward
autobiography; instead, he presents a series of loosely connected anecdotes filled with quirky
characters, surreal situations, and a lighthearted tone that makes even his “hard times” amusing.

The Blend of Humor and Autobiography

Unlike traditional autobiographies that often focus on chronological events, *My Life and Hard Times*
reads more like a collection of comedic vignettes. Thurber’s approach is to poke fun at himself and
the people around him, creating exaggerated, almost cartoon-like portrayals that highlight the
absurdity in everyday incidents. This style made the book a standout in the genre and a favorite
among readers who appreciate humor that’s both clever and relatable.

Why Thurber’s Humor Still Resonates Today

Thurber’s humor is timeless because it taps into universal experiences—awkward family dynamics,
misunderstandings, and the small frustrations of life. His ability to laugh at his own “hard times”
encourages readers to find humor in their struggles as well. This balance of lightheartedness and
sincerity makes *My Life and Hard Times* not just entertaining but also comforting.

The Themes Behind “My Life and Hard Times James
Thurber”

Exploring the themes in *My Life and Hard Times* reveals why the book remains an influential work in
American literature and humor.



The Role of Family and Childhood

One of the most prominent themes in Thurber’s work is family life. He recalls his childhood with a mix
of affection and comic exaggeration, painting his family members as eccentric yet endearing figures.
These recollections are not just amusing stories; they also reflect the complexity of familial
relationships and the impact they have on our personalities.

Dealing with Disability and Personal Challenges

James Thurber’s life was marked by significant physical challenges, including loss of vision later in life.
While *My Life and Hard Times* doesn’t dwell heavily on these difficulties, the undercurrent of
resilience and adaptability is evident. Thurber’s ability to confront his limitations with humor and
creativity offers an inspiring message about overcoming adversity.

The Absurdity of Everyday Life

Perhaps the most enduring theme is the absurdity Thurber finds in everyday situations. His anecdotes
often highlight how ordinary events can become hilariously complicated or nonsensical. This
perspective invites readers to view their own lives through a more playful lens.

Exploring Some of the Most Memorable Stories

The charm of *My Life and Hard Times* lies in its memorable characters and situations. Here are a
few highlights that capture the spirit of Thurber’s work.

The “Dog That Bit People” Episode

One of the most famous stories involves a dog in Thurber’s family home who had a peculiar habit of
biting visitors indiscriminately. Thurber’s deadpan narration of this chaotic situation combines
absurdity with a subtle commentary on the unpredictability of life.

The “Old Man” and His Eccentricities

Thurber’s depiction of his father, referred to as the “Old Man,” is both humorous and affectionate. The
Old Man’s peculiar behaviors and stubbornness become a source of endless amusement, showing
Thurber’s talent for turning real-life figures into unforgettable literary characters.



How “My Life and Hard Times” Influenced American
Humor

James Thurber’s work, especially *My Life and Hard Times*, has left a lasting mark on American
comedy and literature.

Impact on Cartooning and Satire

Thurber was not only a writer but also a cartoonist whose simple yet expressive drawings
complemented his writing style. His work in *The New Yorker* and elsewhere helped define a
distinctly American style of humor that combined sharp wit with gentle satire.

Inspiration for Future Writers and Humorists

Many contemporary humorists cite Thurber as an inspiration. His ability to blend personal experience

with universal themes set a precedent for autobiographical humor that is both insightful and

entertaining. Writers seeking to balance self-deprecation with storytelling often look to *My Life and

Hard Times* as a masterclass.

Tips for Readers Approaching “My Life and Hard
Times”

If you're new to James Thurber or this particular work, here are some suggestions to enhance your

reading experience:

* Read with a sense of humor: Thurber’s stories are meant to be enjoyed with a light heart, so

let go of expectations for a conventional autobiography.

e Pay attention to the illustrations: Thurber’s cartoons add another layer of humor and
insight to the text.

» Reflect on the themes: Beyond the laughs, consider the underlying messages about family,

adversity, and human nature.

e Explore his other works: To fully appreciate Thurber’s style, read his other famous pieces like

“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.”



Why “My Life and Hard Times James Thurber” Remains
Relevant

Decades after its publication, *My Life and Hard Times* continues to charm readers because it offers
something rare: a humorous yet honest look at the quirks and challenges of life. In an age when many
seek comfort in laughter, Thurber’s work stands out as a reminder that humor can be a powerful tool
for coping with life’s unpredictability.

Whether you're a fan of classic American literature or simply someone who appreciates a good laugh,
diving into *My Life and Hard Times* offers a delightful escape into the mind of a writer who
understood that sometimes, the best way to deal with hard times is to laugh at them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'My Life and Hard Times' by James Thurber about?

'‘My Life and Hard Times' is a humorous memoir by James Thurber that recounts his eccentric family
and childhood experiences in Columbus, Ohio.

When was 'My Life and Hard Times' published?

'‘My Life and Hard Times' was first published in 1933.

What is the main theme of 'My Life and Hard Times'?

The main theme is the comedic portrayal of family life and childhood challenges through the lens of
Thurber's unique wit and perspective.

Who are some notable characters in 'My Life and Hard Times'?

Notable characters include Thurber's eccentric family members, such as his father, mother, and the
family dog, all portrayed with humorous exaggeration.

How does James Thurber use humor in '‘My Life and Hard
Times'?

Thurber uses dry wit, satire, and absurd situations to highlight the quirks and oddities of his family
and his childhood experiences.

Is 'My Life and Hard Times' considered autobiographical?

Yes, it is a semi-autobiographical work that blends real events with fictionalized and exaggerated
comedic elements.



What style of writing is used in 'My Life and Hard Times'?

The book is written in a lighthearted, humorous, and anecdotal style, characteristic of Thurber's
signature voice.

Why is 'My Life and Hard Times' still relevant today?

Its timeless humor and insight into human nature and family dynamics continue to resonate with
readers, making it a classic in American humor literature.

Did James Thurber include illustrations in 'My Life and Hard
Times'?

Yes, James Thurber, also an accomplished cartoonist, included his own illustrations that complement
the humorous stories.

How has 'My Life and Hard Times' influenced American humor
writing?

'My Life and Hard Times' helped establish Thurber's reputation and influenced future humorists with
its blend of wit, irony, and personal storytelling.

Additional Resources

My Life and Hard Times James Thurber: An Analytical Exploration of Humor and Human Frailty

my life and hard times james thurber stands as a notable work in American literature, blending
humor, personal anecdotes, and a satirical examination of human nature. James Thurber, renowned
for his wit and illustrative storytelling, crafts a narrative that transcends mere autobiography. Instead,
it becomes a mirror reflecting the absurdities and challenges of everyday existence. This article
delves into the intricate layers of "My Life and Hard Times," exploring its thematic depth, narrative
style, and enduring relevance in literary circles.

Understanding "My Life and Hard Times": Context and
Content

James Thurber published "My Life and Hard Times" in 1933, during a period marked by social and
economic upheaval—the Great Depression. This context is essential to appreciating the subtle
undercurrents of struggle and resilience woven into the text. The book is not a straightforward
memoir but rather a collection of humorous essays and short stories centered around Thurber’s
eccentric family and his experiences in Columbus, Ohio.

The narrative is characterized by its whimsical tone and exaggerated characters, which serve to both
entertain and critique societal norms. Thurber’s style combines dry humor with a keen observation of
human folly, a hallmark that has made the book resonate with readers across generations.



The Role of Humor in Thurber’s Storytelling

One of the defining features of "My Life and Hard Times" is its use of humor as a coping mechanism
and a narrative device. Thurber's comedic approach allows him to tackle serious themes—such as
family dysfunction, personal failure, and societal expectations—without alienating the reader. Instead,
humor invites engagement and reflection.

Thurber’s wit is often self-deprecating, highlighting his own foibles alongside those of his family
members. This technique creates a relatable and endearing narrative voice. For instance, his
depictions of his father’s eccentric inventions or his mother’s dramatic tendencies offer insight into
the quirks that shape human identity and relationships.

Thematic Analysis: Exploration of Human Nature and
Hardships

At its core, "My Life and Hard Times" examines the tension between individual aspirations and
external circumstances. The “hard times” in the title operate on multiple levels—personal, familial,
and societal. Through a series of vignettes, Thurber illuminates how people navigate adversity, often
resorting to humor, denial, or eccentric behavior.

Family as a Microcosm of Society

Thurber’s family is portrayed as a microcosm reflecting broader social dynamics. The idiosyncratic
characters embody various human traits—optimism, stubbornness, naivety, and resilience. This
portrayal allows Thurber to comment on the absurdity of social conventions and the unpredictability
of human behavior.

The family’s interactions reveal how individuals cope with chaos and uncertainty. Thurber’s
storytelling suggests that even in the face of hardship, laughter and imagination provide essential
relief. This theme resonates deeply, especially considering the historical context of economic
depression and social change.

The Intersection of Reality and Fantasy

Another compelling aspect of Thurber’s work is the blurring of reality and fantasy. Many anecdotes
are embellished or fantastical, challenging readers to question the nature of truth in autobiographical
writing. This narrative ambiguity enriches the text, inviting multiple interpretations.

Thurber’s playful manipulation of facts underscores a broader commentary on how people construct
narratives to make sense of their lives. It reflects the human tendency to reshape memory and
experience, blending the ordinary with the extraordinary.



Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

James Thurber’s unique literary style in "My Life and Hard Times" is marked by concise prose, sharp
wit, and a distinctive voice that balances irony with warmth. His narrative employs a fragmented
structure, composed of loosely connected episodes rather than a continuous chronological account.

Use of Vignettes and Episodic Structure

The episodic nature of the book allows for a kaleidoscopic view of Thurber’s world, giving readers
snapshots of various incidents and characters. This structure suits the humor and anecdotal content,
maintaining reader interest through variety and unpredictability.

lllustrations and Visual Humor

Adding to the text's appeal are Thurber’s own illustrations, which complement the written humor with
visual satire. His simplistic, often exaggerated drawings enhance the comedic effect and provide an
additional layer of interpretation. These illustrations have become iconic, contributing to Thurber’s
reputation as a multifaceted artist.

Comparative Perspectives: Thurber Among His
Contemporaries

When placed alongside other American humorists and essayists of the early 20th century, James
Thurber’s "My Life and Hard Times" exhibits distinct qualities. Unlike Mark Twain’s robust satire or
Dorothy Parker’s biting social commentary, Thurber’s humor is gentle yet incisive, focusing on the
absurdities of everyday life rather than grand societal critiques.

e Mark Twain: His humor often targeted social injustice and political issues, employing tall tales
and regional dialects.

e Dorothy Parker: Known for her sharp, cynical wit, addressing themes of love, heartbreak, and
urban life.

* James Thurber: Specializes in personal and familial eccentricities, using understated humor
and surreal episodes.

This comparative context highlights Thurber’s niche in American literature: a blend of personal
memoir and comedic short stories that reveal universal truths through idiosyncratic details.



Pros and Cons of Thurber’'s Approach

* Pros:

[¢]

Engaging humor that humanizes characters and situations.

o

Relatable themes of family and hardship.

[¢]

Innovative use of illustrations that complement the text.

[¢]

Timeless appeal due to universal exploration of human nature.

e Cons:
o The episodic format may lack narrative cohesion for some readers.

o Exaggerated anecdotes can blur the line between fact and fiction, potentially confusing
readers seeking a traditional memoir.

o Humor reliant on early 20th-century social contexts might require historical knowledge for
full appreciation.

Legacy and Influence of "My Life and Hard Times"

The enduring influence of James Thurber’s "My Life and Hard Times" is evident in its continued
readership and critical acclaim. The book has inspired writers and humorists who appreciate Thurber’s
blend of wit, narrative innovation, and empathetic insight into human vulnerability.

Thurber’s work also paved the way for a more introspective and personal form of humor writing in
American literature. His ability to find comedy in misfortune and family chaos resonates with
contemporary audiences facing their own “hard times.”

As digital platforms expand access to classic literature, "My Life and Hard Times" remains a relevant
study in how humor functions as both entertainment and social commentary. Its SEO-friendly
keywords, such as “James Thurber memoir,” “American humorist,” and “20th-century humor
literature,” ensure that new generations discover this unique narrative voice.

Through his vivid storytelling and inventive style, Thurber invites readers to view life’s difficulties
through a lens of laughter—a perspective that continues to offer comfort and insight long after the
book’s first publication.



My Life And Hard Times James Thurber

my life and hard times james thurber: My Life and Hard Times James Thurber, 2022-08-16
James Thurber's 'My Life and Hard Times' is an exemplary work of humor and wit that both
illumines and transcends the peculiarities of its epoch. Within its pages, readers find a collection of
autobiographical essays, showcasing Thurber's distinctive literary style, marked by playful language
and an ironic tone. The narrative is subtly layered, interweaving farcical elements with a stark,
almost surreal portrayal of everyday life in the early 20th century. Operating at the confluence of
reality and fantasy, Thurber's work fits snugly in the American humor tradition, akin to Mark Twain,
yet carving its distinct niche through an imaginative foray into the ordinary turned extraordinary.
Thurber's pen draws heavily from the inkwell of his personal experience. An illustrious contributor
to 'The New Yorker,' his creative output was undoubtedly influenced by the social and political
turmoil of his times. His writings often reflect a hint of nostalgic reflection and a coping mechanism
against the backdrop of the interwar period. 'My Life and Hard Times' arises from a deep well of
both adversity and observational acumen, presenting vignettes that offer escapism while
simultaneously holding a mirror to the chaotic world around him. A gem for those appreciative of
classic American humor, 'My Life and Hard Times' beckons readers to partake in a journey through
the whimsical corridors of Thurber's experiences. This book is not merely a diversion but a literary
pilgrimage, promising laughter and insight in equal measure. Scholars and general readers alike will
celebrate this edition by DigiCat Publishing for preserving Thurber's legacy and introducing his
genius to new generations. It is a testament to humor's enduring power in revealing profound truths
about the human condition.

my life and hard times james thurber: My Life and Hard Times; Humorous Sketches by
James Thurber James Thurber, 1933

my life and hard times james thurber: "My Life and Hard Times", James Thurber
Charlotte Geerards, 1980

my life and hard times james thurber: My Life and Hard Times and Other Observations
James Thurber, 1980

my life and hard times james thurber: 'My Life and Hard Time' (Illustrated) James
Thurber, Asino Calcioi, 2014-07-02 Thurber was born in Columbus, Ohio, to Charles L. Thurber and
Mary Agnes (Mame) Fisher Thurber on December 8, 1894. Thurber had two brothers, William and
Robert. Once, while playing a game of William Tell, his brother shot James in the eye with an arrow,
and Thurber lost that eye. This injury would later cause him to become almost entirely blind. Unable
in his childhood to partake in sports and other activities because of his injury, he elaborated a
creative mind which he then used to express himself in writings.From 1913 to 1918, Thurber
attended The Ohio State University, where he was a member of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. He
never graduated from the university because his poor eyesight prevented him from taking a
mandatory ROTC course. In 1995 he was posthumously awarded a degree. From 1918 to 1920, at
the close of World War I, Thurber worked as a code clerk for the Department of State, first in
Washington, D. C., and then at the Embassy of the United States, Paris, France. On returning to
Columbus, he began his career as a reporter for the Columbus Dispatch from 1921 to 1924. During
part of this time, he reviewed current books, films, and plays in a weekly column called Credos and
Curios, a title that later would be given to a posthumous collection of his work. Thurber also
returned to Paris in this period, where he wrote for the Chicago Tribune and other newspapers. In
1925, Thurber moved to Greenwich Village in New York City, getting a job as a reporter for the New
York Evening Post. He joined the staff of The New Yorker in 1927 as an editor, with the help of E. B.
White.Thurber was married twice. In 1922, Thurber married Althea Adams. The marriage was
troubled and ended in divorce in May 1935. They had a daughter Rosemary together, and lived in
Fairfield County, Connecticut.Thurber died in 1961, at the age of 66, due to complications from
pneumonia, which followed upon a stroke suffered at his home. His last words, aside from the


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-141/my-life-and-hard-times-james-thurber.pdf

repeated word God, were God bless... God damn, according to Helen Thurber. My Life and Hard
Times is the 1933 autobiography of James Thurber. It is considered his greatest work as he relates in
bewildered deadpan prose the eccentric goings on of his family and the town beyond (Columbus,
Ohio).Characters include the maid who lives in constant fear of being hypnotised; a grandfather who
believes that the American Civil War is still going on; a mother who fears electricity is leaking all
over the house and Muggs, The Dog That Bit People, an Airedale Terrier that had a penchant for
biting certain people... including the author.The book was a best seller and also achieved high
critical praise. Russell Baker writing in the New York Times said it was possibly the shortest and
most elegant autobiography ever. Ogden Nash said it was just about the best thing I ever read’, and
Dorothy Parker said Mad, I don't say. Genius I grant you.

my life and hard times james thurber: My Life and Hard Times James Thurber, James,
2018-01-17 Thurber's famous account of his early years in Columbus, Ohio. Rich in satire and
illustrated with cartoons by Thurber himself

my life and hard times james thurber: Cream of Thurber, Skimmed from the Following
Writings and Drawings of James Thurber My Life and Hard Times [and Others]. James Thurber, 1939

my life and hard times james thurber: James Thurber. His masquerades Stephen A. Black,
2018-11-05 No detailed description available for James Thurber. His masquerades.

my life and hard times james thurber: A Study Guide for James Thurber's "Secret Life of
Walter Mitty" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for James Thurber's Secret Life
of Walter Mitty, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short
Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

my life and hard times james thurber: A Study Guide for James Thurber's "The Night
the Ghost Got In" Gale, Cengage Learning,

my life and hard times james thurber: James Thurber: Writings & Drawings (LOA #90)
James Thurber, 1996-10-01 A comprehensive collection of the American humorist’s best
work—including “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”—plus original drawings and a chronology of
Thurber’s own troubled life James Thurber, whimsical fantasist and deadpan chronicler of everyday
absurdities, brought American humor into the 20th century. His comic persona, a modern
city-dweller whose zaniest flights of free association are tinged with anxiety, remains hilarious,
subtly disturbing, and instantly recognizable. Here, in over 1,000 pages, editor Garrison Keillor
presents the best and most extensive collection ever assembled. Pieces include “The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty” and “The Catbird Seat,” the brilliantly satirical Fables for Our Time, the classic My
Life and Hard Times, and the best of The Owl in the Attic, Let Your Mind Alone!, My World—And
Welcome to It, and the other famous books. Plus 500 wonderful drawings, including The Seal in the
Bedroom and celebrated sequences like “The Masculine Approach” and “The War Between Men and
Women.” Rounding out the volume is a selection from The Years with Ross, a memoir of the New
Yorker publisher, and a number of wonderful early pieces never collected by Thurber. Only a book of
this scope can do justice to Thurber’s extraordinary career and to the many unexpected turns of his
comic genius. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in
1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print,
America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300
volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for
centuries.

my life and hard times james thurber: News to Me Laurie Hertzel, 2013 Laurie Hertzel
wasn't yet a teenager in Duluth, Minnesota, when she started her first newspaper, which she
appropriately christened Newspaper. Complete with the most sensational headlines of the
day-MARGO FLUEGEL HAS ANOTHER BIRTHDAY!-and with healthy competition from her little
brothers and their rival publication, Magapaper (a magazine and a newspaper), this venture would




become Hertzel's first step toward realizing what her heart was already set on: journalism as her
future. News to Me is the adventurous story of Hertzel's journey into the bustling world of print
journalism in the mid-1970s, a time when copy was still banged out on typewriters by chain-smoking
men in fedoras and everybody read the paper. A coming-of-age tale in more ways than one, Hertzel's
eighteen-year career at the Duluth News Tribune began when journalism was a predominantly male
profession. And while the newspaper trade was booming, Duluth had fallen on difficult times as
factories closed and more and more people moved away. Hertzel describes her climb up the ranks of
the paper against the backdrop of a Midwestern city during a time of extraordinary change. She was
there during major events like the Congdon murders, the establishment of the BWCA, and the rise of
Indian treaty rights, and eventually follows the biggest story of her life to Soviet Russia-and
completely blows her deadline. Written with the insight and humor of someone who makes a living
telling stories, News to Me is the chronicle of a small-city newspaper on the cusp of transformation,
an affectionate portrait of Duluth and its people, and the account of a talented, persistent journalist
who witnessed it all and was changing right along with it-whether she wanted to or not. (Oh,
Newspaper doggedly outlasted the full-color Magapaper).

my life and hard times james thurber: The Rhetoric of the Gospel, Second Edition C. Clifton
Black, 2013-07-29 While most books on biblical rhetoric focus primarily on the epistles, this volume
from prominent scholar C. Clifton Black considers the variety of rhetorical critical approaches now
being applied to the Gospels (including Lukea€Acts). This updated edition takes into account recent
research since the first volume was published in 2001 and features two brand new chapters. Black
provides an overview of the different forms of rhetorical criticism, with examples from the Gospel of
John; studies of characterization in Matthew and Luke; an analysis of classical rhetorical criteria
found in Mark and Lukea€Acts; and an analysis of the rhetoric of the parables with implications for
contemporary preaching.

my life and hard times james thurber: The Peripatetic Perambulations of a FIDDLEFOOT
Bryce Babcock, 2013-03-07 The nameless drifters and aimless riders who traveled the back roads
and trails of the American West have been described as “fiddlefooted.” In this illustrated
autobiography, I characterize myself as a modern day Fiddlefoot, applying the term to my own
wanderings as I searched for meaning, satisfaction, happiness and fulfillment in life. My search
takes me to a series of locales, from my boyhood home in Wisconsin westward through several stops
in California, Oregon, British Columbia, Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona; and occupations ranging
from student to farmer, logger, surveyor, factory worker, ranch hand, college and university
instructor, social worker, and State and National Park Ranger. My search includes living and
working in cities, towns, on farms, in cooperative communities, and my experiences and explorations
involving religion, politics, marriages, parenthood and travels in the U.S., Canada, Guatemala, the
British Isles and continental Western Europe. I wrote it as a way in which my wives, children,
grandchildren, friends, acquaintances, and perhaps total strangers, could know and understand
‘who is that man, and why is he like he is?’ -- Bryce Babcock, January 2013.

my life and hard times james thurber: Central Ohio Legends & Lore James A. Willis, 2017
The legendary tales of Central Ohio reach far beyond the region. Bigfoot-like creatures have been
sighted in the state since the 1800s. Wright-Patterson Air Force Base was the headquarters for the
military's investigations into UFO sightings in the mid-twentieth century. Some of Johnny
Appleseed's earliest orchards were planted near present-day Steubenville, Mansfield and Lima, and
a farm in Nova boasts the last tree planted by Appleseed. Join James A. Willis as he travels across
Central Ohio and delves into the Buckeye State's stories of murderous villains, courageous heroes
and even a few ghosts and monsters.

my life and hard times james thurber: Cast of Characters: Wolcott Gibbs, E. B. White,
James Thurber, and the Golden Age of The New Yorker Thomas Vinciguerra, 2015-11-09
“Exuberant . . . elegantly conjures an evocative group dynamic.” —Sam Roberts, New York Times
From its birth in 1925 to the early days of the Cold War, The New Yorker slowly but surely took hold
as the country’s most prestigious, entertaining, and informative general-interest periodical. In Cast



of Characters, Thomas Vinciguerra paints a portrait of the magazine’s cadre of charming,
wisecracking, driven, troubled, brilliant writers and editors. He introduces us to Wolcott Gibbs,
theater critic, all-around wit, and author of an infamous 1936 parody of Time magazine. We meet the
demanding and eccentric founding editor Harold Ross, who would routinely tell his underlings, I'm
firing you because you are not a genius, and who once mailed a pair of his underwear to Walter
Winchell, who had accused him of preferring to go bare-bottomed under his slacks. Joining the cast
are the mercurial, blind James Thurber, a brilliant cartoonist and wildly inventive fabulist, and the
enigmatic E. B. White—an incomparable prose stylist and Ross's favorite son—who married The New
Yorker's formidable fiction editor, Katharine Angell. Then there is the dashing St. Clair McKelway,
who was married five times and claimed to have no fewer than twelve personalities, but was
nonetheless a superb reporter and managing editor alike. Many of these characters became legends
in their own right, but Vinciguerra also shows how, as a group, The New Yorker’s inner circle
brought forth a profound transformation in how life was perceived, interpreted, written about, and
published in America. Cast of Characters may be the most revealing—and entertaining—book yet
about the unique personalities who built what Ross called not a magazine but a movement.

my life and hard times james thurber: Oxford Dictionary of Humorous Quotations Gyles
Brandreth, 2013-10-17 Writer, broadcaster, and wit Gyles Brandreth has completely revised Ned
Sherrin's classic collection of wisecracks, one-liners, and anecdotes. Add sparkle to your speeches
and presentations, or just enjoy a good laugh in company with Oscar Wilde, Mark Twain, Joan
Rivers, Kathy Lette, Frankie Boyle, and friends.

my life and hard times james thurber: Flannery O'Connor Sarah Gordon, 2000 Disturbing,
ironic, haunting, brutal. What inner struggles led Flannery O’Connor to create fiction that elicits
such labels? Much of the tension that drives O’Connor’s writing, says Sarah Gordon, stems from the
natural resistance of her imagination to the obedience expected by her male-centered church,
society, and literary background. Flannery O’Connor: The Obedient Imagination shows us a writer
whose world was steeped in male presumption regarding women and creativity. The book is filled
with fresh perspectives on O’Connor’s Catholicism; her upbringing as a dutiful, upper-class southern
daughter; her readings of Thurber, Poe, Eliot, and other arguably misogynistic authors; and her
schooling in the New Criticism. As Gordon leads us through a world premised on expectations at
odds with O’Connor’s strong and original imagination, she ranges across all of O’Connor’s fiction
and many of her letters and essays. While acknowledging O’Connor’s singular situation, Gordon also
gleans insights from the lives and works of other southern writers, Eudora Welty, Caroline Gordon,
and Margaret Mitchell among them. Flannery O’Connor: The Obedient Imagination draws on Sarah
Gordon’s thirty years of reading, teaching, and discussing one of our most complex and influential
authors. It takes us closer than we have ever been to the creative struggles behind such literary
masterpieces as Wise Blood and “A Good Man Is Hard to Find.”

my life and hard times james thurber: The 20th Century O-Z Frank N. Magill, 2013-05-13
Each volume of the Dictionary of World Biography contains 250 entries on the lives of the individuals
who shaped their times and left their mark on world history. This is not a who's who. Instead, each
entry provides an in-depth essay on the life and career of the individual concerned. Essays
commence with a quick reference section that provides basic facts on the individual's life and
achievements. The extended biography places the life and works of the individual within an
historical context, and the summary at the end of each essay provides a synopsis of the individual's
place in history. All entries conclude with a fully annotated bibliography.

my life and hard times james thurber: College Sports Eric A. Moyen, John R. Thelin,
2024-11-26 A bold and foundational history of the inception and evolution of intercollegiate athletics
in the United States. In College Sports, historians Eric A. Moyen and John R. Thelin tell the
intriguing story of the success—and excess—of American college sports from their inception to
today. Arguing that the modern American university's structure spurred the growth of big-time
sports, Moyen and Thelin also highlight the treatment of marginalized groups in athletics and the
role that commercialization and the media have played in shaping college sports. Using a wealth of



secondary resources, archival records, newspaper articles, and oral histories, Moyen and Thelin
offer a chronological account of the popularity, success, and continued challenges of college sports.
Most scholarship has portrayed athletics as an anomaly within higher education, but history reveals
that college sports enjoy a symbiotic relationship with universities. Reform and a return to a purely
amateur model have rarely been a compelling option for those institutions that are successful in
commercialized big-time college sports. At the same time, most student-athletes compete in a very
different model. And despite their progressive posturing, colleges have been slow to fully adopt civil
rights and social justice issues. When full participation was finally extended to women and
minorities, it generally meant a move away from the amateur model into a commercial enterprise. By
examining key events at specific universities, athletic conferences, and the NCAA, Moyen and Thelin
trace how the media and sports marketing have created an incredibly successful financial model for
schools in big-time conferences. Yet this model has also created a precarious fiscal situation for
hundreds of other institutions. This provocative and refreshing take on sports in American
universities provides the context in which to understand—and improve upon—the current landscape
of intercollegiate athletics.
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