
hills science diet dog food feeding chart

**The Ultimate Guide to the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart**

hills science diet dog food feeding chart is an essential tool for every dog owner who wants to provide the
best nutrition for their furry friend. Understanding how much and how often to feed your dog can be confusing,
especially with so many dietary options and varying needs depending on your dog’s size, age, and activity level.
Hills Science Diet offers a variety of formulas tailored to specific life stages and health requirements, making
it crucial to follow their feeding guidelines carefully. This article dives deep into the Hills Science Diet dog
food feeding chart, explaining how to use it effectively and why it matters for your dog’s health.

Why Following the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart
Matters

Feeding your dog the right amount of food isn’t just about avoiding hunger or excess weight; it directly
impacts your dog’s overall health, energy, and longevity. Hills Science Diet is formulated with precise nutrient
profiles designed to support specific dog needs — whether it’s for a growing puppy, an active adult, or a senior
dog with special dietary concerns.

The feeding chart that Hills provides acts as a valuable guideline, helping pet parents avoid common pitfalls
like overfeeding or underfeeding. Overfeeding can lead to obesity, which increases the risk of diabetes, joint
problems, and heart disease. Underfeeding, on the other hand, may cause malnutrition and low energy levels. By
using the feeding chart, you ensure your dog receives the optimal amount of calories and nutrients based on
their weight and life stage.

Understanding the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart

Each Hills Science Diet dog food formula comes with its own specific feeding chart, typically printed on the
packaging or available on the official Hills website. These charts break down the recommended daily feeding
amounts by weight categories, and sometimes by age or activity level.

How to Read the Feeding Chart

The feeding chart usually lists your dog’s weight in pounds or kilograms on one axis and the corresponding
daily feeding amount in cups or grams on the other. Some charts split the feeding amount into multiple meals per
day, which is particularly useful for puppies or dogs with sensitive stomachs.

For example, a feeding chart might indicate:

- Dogs weighing 10-20 lbs: Feed 1 to 1.5 cups per day
- Dogs weighing 20-40 lbs: Feed 1.5 to 3 cups per day
- Dogs weighing 40-60 lbs: Feed 3 to 4.5 cups per day

These ranges account for the dog’s activity level and metabolism. More active dogs or those with higher
energy needs might be fed toward the upper end of the range.

Lifestage and Formula-Specific Variations



Hills Science Diet offers specialized formulas, such as Puppy, Adult, and Senior varieties, as well as options
for sensitive stomachs, weight management, and joint support. Feeding charts vary slightly for each because the
nutritional density and calorie content change depending on the formula.

For instance, a Hills Science Diet Puppy formula will have a higher calorie content per cup to support growth,
so the recommended feeding amounts might be smaller compared to an adult formula. Similarly, weight
management formulas often have fewer calories, requiring slightly larger feeding portions to satisfy hunger
while controlling calorie intake.

Tips for Using the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart
Effectively

Simply following the feeding chart is a great start, but considering your dog’s unique needs will help you fine-
tune their diet for best results.

Monitor Your Dog’s Weight and Adjust Accordingly

Your dog’s weight can fluctuate based on factors like activity level, metabolism, and health status. Use the
feeding chart as a baseline, then watch your dog’s body condition closely. If your dog is gaining too much
weight, cut back slightly. If they seem hungry or are losing weight unintentionally, increase the portion
gradually.

Consistency Is Key

Feeding your dog at the same times every day helps regulate their digestion and metabolism. Hills Science Diet
recommends dividing the daily portion into two or more meals, especially for puppies and senior dogs, to avoid
digestive upset and maintain steady energy levels.

Use Measuring Tools for Accuracy

Portion control is easier when you use a standard measuring cup or a kitchen scale. Eyeballing the amount can
lead to overfeeding over time. Many Hills Science Diet packages include a scoop with measurements, which is very
convenient.

Common LSI Keywords Related to Hills Science Diet Dog Food
Feeding Chart

As you explore Hills Science Diet feeding charts, you might also come across terms like:

- Hills Science Diet puppy feeding guide
- Hills Science Diet adult dog feeding chart
- Hills Science Diet weight management feeding instructions
- How much to feed Hills Science Diet dog food
- Hills Science Diet senior dog feeding recommendations
- Feeding schedule for Hills Science Diet
- Hills Science Diet portion control tips



Incorporating these concepts into your understanding helps ensure you’re giving your dog the right nutrition
tailored to their specific needs.

Adjusting the Feeding Chart for Special Situations

Sometimes, your dog’s needs might not align perfectly with the general feeding chart. For example:

Dogs with Health Issues

If your dog has diabetes, kidney disease, or allergies, Hills Science Diet offers veterinary formulas that come
with their own feeding guidelines. In such cases, always consult your veterinarian before making feeding
adjustments.

Pregnant or Nursing Dogs

Pregnant and nursing dogs have increased nutritional requirements. Their feeding amounts will be higher than the
standard adult dog chart. Hills Science Diet typically provides specialized guidance for these life stages on the
packaging or through veterinary advice.

Highly Active or Working Dogs

Dogs with high energy expenditure, such as working dogs or those involved in agility or hunting, may require
more calories than the chart suggests. Increasing portion size or supplementing with additional healthy snacks
can help meet their energy needs.

Incorporating Treats and Snacks

While the Hills Science Diet dog food feeding chart focuses on the main meals, it’s important to account for
treats and snacks when calculating your dog’s total daily calorie intake. Overfeeding treats can quickly
lead to weight gain, so treat portions should be limited and factored into the overall feeding plan.

Choosing healthy, low-calorie treats or sticking to small portions of the Hills Science Diet dental chews or
training treats can complement your dog’s diet without upsetting the nutritional balance.

Tracking Progress and Making Long-Term Adjustments

Feeding your dog according to Hills Science Diet’s chart is a dynamic process. As your dog grows, ages, or
changes activity levels, their feeding needs will evolve. Regular weigh-ins, body condition scoring, and
consultations with your veterinarian can help you adjust the feeding portions to keep your dog healthy and
happy.

Many pet owners find it helpful to maintain a feeding log or journal to track how their dog responds to
different portion sizes and feeding schedules. This proactive approach ensures your dog stays within a healthy
weight range and gets the most out of their nutrition.

Feeding your dog well is a vital part of responsible pet ownership, and the Hills Science Diet dog food feeding



chart is a trusted resource that guides you every step of the way. By understanding and using this chart
effectively, you can provide your dog with a balanced diet tailored to their unique needs, ensuring they enjoy a
vibrant and active life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the recommended daily feeding amount for adult dogs on Hill's
Science Diet?

The recommended daily feeding amount for adult dogs on Hill's Science Diet varies based on the dog's weight,
typically ranging from 1/2 cup to 4 cups per day. It's best to refer to the specific feeding chart on the product
packaging or Hill's official website for precise guidelines.

How do I use the Hill's Science Diet dog food feeding chart?

To use the Hill's Science Diet feeding chart, first determine your dog's current weight, then locate the
corresponding row on the chart. The chart provides daily feeding amounts based on the dog's weight and
activity level. Adjust the portions as needed to maintain a healthy weight.

Does Hill's Science Diet feeding chart differ for puppies and adult dogs?

Yes, Hill's Science Diet provides separate feeding charts for puppies and adult dogs because their nutritional
needs differ. Puppies generally require more frequent feeding and higher calorie intake to support growth, so the
feeding amounts and schedules vary accordingly.

Can I feed my dog more than the amount suggested in the Hill's Science Diet
feeding chart?

It is not recommended to feed your dog more than the suggested amounts in the Hill's Science Diet feeding chart,
as overfeeding can lead to obesity and health issues. Always monitor your dog's weight and consult your
veterinarian if adjustments are needed.

Where can I find the most accurate and up-to-date Hill's Science Diet dog
food feeding chart?

The most accurate and up-to-date Hill's Science Diet feeding chart can be found on the official Hill's Pet
Nutrition website or on the packaging of the specific Hill's Science Diet product you are using. Additionally,
your veterinarian can provide feeding recommendations tailored to your dog's needs.

Additional Resources
**Optimizing Your Dog’s Nutrition with the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart**

hills science diet dog food feeding chart serves as an essential guide for pet owners aiming to provide balanced
nutrition tailored to their dog’s specific needs. As a premium brand renowned for its scientifically formulated
recipes, Hill’s Science Diet offers detailed feeding charts designed to help pet parents determine appropriate
serving sizes based on their dog’s weight, age, and activity level. Navigating these guidelines effectively can
optimize your dog’s health, aid in weight management, and ensure they receive the necessary nutrients for a
vibrant life.

Understanding the nuances of the Hills Science Diet dog food feeding chart is vital, especially given the



variability in caloric requirements among breeds and life stages. This article delves into the components of the
feeding chart, how to interpret it properly, and the broader implications for canine nutrition management.

Understanding the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart

The Hills Science Diet feeding chart is a structured tool that helps dog owners determine the recommended daily
amount of food to feed their pets. These charts are typically segmented by the dog’s weight and divided further
by life stage categories such as puppy, adult, and senior. Additionally, the chart considers different formulas
within the Science Diet range, including weight management, sensitive stomach, and breed-specific diets.

The feeding chart is not a one-size-fits-all prescription but rather a starting point that requires adjustment
based on your dog’s activity level, metabolism, health status, and environmental factors. For example, an
active working dog will require more calories than a sedentary pet, even if their weights are identical.

Key Components of the Feeding Chart

1. **Weight Ranges:** The chart categorizes dogs into weight brackets, typically ranging from as low as 2
pounds for small breeds to over 100 pounds for large breeds. This categorization enables precise portioning.

2. **Life Stages:** Puppies, adults, and seniors have different nutritional needs. Puppies require diets rich in
protein and calories for growth, adults need balanced maintenance diets, and seniors benefit from formulas
supporting joint health and weight control.

3. **Formula Specifics:** Within the Science Diet line, there are formulas tailored to health concerns such as
digestive sensitivity, weight management, or mobility support. The feeding chart reflects these distinctions by
adjusting portion recommendations accordingly.

How to Use the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart
Effectively

Utilizing the Hills Science Diet feeding chart involves more than simply measuring out portions. It requires a
dynamic approach that factors in your pet’s unique characteristics and lifestyle.

Step 1: Identify Your Dog’s Weight and Life Stage

Begin by accurately weighing your dog. If your dog falls between weight categories, use the closest match or
calculate a proportional amount. Next, determine the life stage your dog is in—puppy, adult, or senior—since
this influences caloric requirements significantly.

Step 2: Choose the Appropriate Hill’s Science Diet Formula

Selecting the right formula is crucial. For instance, a dog with food sensitivities may benefit from the Science
Diet Sensitive Stomach & Skin line, while an overweight dog might need the Science Diet Perfect Weight formula.
The feeding chart for each product varies to accommodate these nutritional differences.



Step 3: Follow the Feeding Guidelines and Monitor Your Dog’s Condition

Use the feeding chart to measure daily food quantity, ideally dividing this into two or more meals. Regularly
assess your dog’s body condition score, energy levels, and weight changes. Adjust portions as necessary to
maintain an ideal weight and overall health.

Comparing Hills Science Diet Feeding Charts Across Different
Formulas

Hill’s Science Diet offers various product lines, each with distinct feeding recommendations. Comparing these can
highlight how nutritional goals influence feeding amounts.

Science Diet Puppy Formula: Higher calorie density and protein content demand larger portion sizes per
pound of body weight compared to adult formulas.

Science Diet Adult Maintenance: Balanced for weight maintenance, this formula’s feeding chart generally
recommends moderate portions reflecting average energy expenditure.

Science Diet Weight Management: Designed to promote weight loss or prevent gain, this formula’s feeding
chart suggests reduced feeding amounts relative to standard adult maintenance recommendations.

Such comparisons underscore the importance of selecting the correct feeding chart tailored to your dog’s
dietary needs rather than adhering to a general guideline.

Pros and Cons of Using the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding
Chart

Pros

Scientifically Formulated Guidelines: The feeding charts are developed based on rigorous nutritional
science, offering precise recommendations.

Easy to Follow: The clear structure simplifies portion calculation for dog owners.

Customizable by Formula: Different charts account for specific health needs and life stages.

Supports Weight Management: Enables proactive control of calorie intake to prevent obesity.

Cons

Individual Variability: The feeding chart cannot fully account for each dog’s unique metabolism or
health status.



Requires Regular Monitoring: Owners must adjust portions over time based on weight changes or
activity shifts.

Potential for Overfeeding: Misinterpretation of the chart or ignoring snacking can lead to excess calorie
consumption.

Integrating the Feeding Chart with Holistic Canine Nutrition

While the Hills Science Diet dog food feeding chart provides a foundational framework, optimal canine health
depends on a holistic approach. This includes considering treats, supplements, and physical activity alongside
the feeding guidelines. Additionally, consulting with a veterinarian can help tailor nutrition plans, especially
for dogs with medical conditions or special dietary needs.

Regular weigh-ins and body condition assessments are vital complements to chart-based feeding. These practices
help prevent common issues such as obesity or malnutrition, which can lead to serious health complications.

Adjusting Feeding Amounts Over Time

Dogs’ caloric needs fluctuate due to growth phases, seasonal activity changes, and aging. The feeding chart
should be revisited periodically to ensure portions remain appropriate. For example, a once highly active adult
dog that becomes more sedentary in senior years will require a reduced calorie intake to avoid weight gain.

Monitoring for Signs of Nutritional Imbalance

Despite following the chart, pet owners should observe their dog for signs of underfeeding or overfeeding, such
as lethargy, excessive hunger, or weight changes. These indicators may necessitate feeding adjustments or
veterinary evaluation.

The Hills Science Diet dog food feeding chart is an invaluable tool for structured feeding, but it is not a
substitute for attentive care and observation.

Conclusion: Utilizing the Hills Science Diet Dog Food Feeding Chart
as a Dynamic Nutrition Guide

Employing the Hills Science Diet dog food feeding chart effectively involves more than adherence to numbers; it
demands an informed, responsive approach. By combining the chart’s scientifically grounded recommendations
with ongoing monitoring and adjustments, dog owners can better support their pets’ health and longevity. This
feeding chart represents a crucial component in a comprehensive canine nutrition strategy, ensuring that each
meal contributes to the well-being and vitality of dogs across all life stages.
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Messonnier, D.V.M., 2010-07-07 2000 Winner, Better Health for Life Award, Cat Writer's Association
(CWA) When it comes to your dog's or your cat's health, you want the best health care available. But
did you know that conventional medicine is not the only answer, or even the best answer? Inside
you'll learn from a respected veterinarian how the therapeutic wonders of natural medicine can
benefit your dog or cat. This comprehensive guide discusses more than 40 common conditions or
diseases that can affect your pet and how they can be treated or improved with natural medicine.
Easy to understand and use, with cross-references between conditions and treatments, this
informative resource includes: ·An A-Z guide to common health conditions ·An A-Z guide to herbs,
vitamins, and supplements ·Dietary recommendations for specific health concerns ·Proven
complementary therapies for your pet ·And much, much more! Do your pet a great favor—add this
complete reference to your library. You'll both be glad you did. Inside, natural treatments for:
·Allergies ·Obesity ·Cancer ·Kidney Disease ·Arthritis ·Heart Disease ·Feline Leukemia ·Dental
Disease ·Ear Infections ·And many more common conditions Praise for Natural Health Bible for Dogs
& Cats Incredibly well thought-out and organized. This bible will serve as an excellent reference for
veterinarians and pet owners alike.—L. Phillips Brown, D.V.M., product manager, Inter-Cal
Nutraceuticals A concise overview of common animal conditions and available complementary
therapies that will help readers ensure their pets and patients receive the best treatment.—Myrna
Milani, D.V.M., author, Preparing for the Loss of Your Pet This bible is a 'new testament' that may
help pet caregivers heal their sick pets.—Alice Villalobos, D.V.M.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Where the Wild Things Are Now Rebecca Cassidy,
Molly Mullin, 2020-07-12 Domestication has often seemed a matter of the distant past, a series of
distinct events involving humans and other species that took place long ago. Today, as genetic
manipulation continues to break new barriers in scientific and medical research, we appear to be
entering an age of biological control. Are we also writing a new chapter in the history of
domestication? Where the Wild Things Are Now explores the relevance of domestication for
anthropologists and scholars in related fields who are concerned with understanding ongoing
change in processes affecting humans as well as other species. From the pet food industry and its
critics to salmon farming in Tasmania, the protection of endangered species in Vietnam and the
pigeon fanciers who influenced Darwin, Where the Wild Things Are Now provides an urgently
needed re-examination of the concept of domestication against the shifting background of
relationships between humans, animals and plants.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: AKC Gazette , 2004
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: TV Guide , 1997
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: A Lifetime Guide to Practical Pet Care Jeff Nichol,
2001 Provides advice on behavior, feeding, grooming, nutrition, health care, and training for dogs
and cats.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: The Feeding of Nations Mark Gibson,
2016-04-19 In the last decade, the world has grown richer and produced more food than ever before.
Yet in that same period, hunger has increased and 925 million remain underfed and malnourished.
Exploring this troubling paradox, The Feeding of Nations: Re-Defining Food Security for the 21st
Century offers a glimpse into how the simple aspiration of global foo
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Housetraining For Dummies Susan McCullough,
2019-07-05 Housetraining For Dummies (9781119610298) was previously published as
Housetraining For Dummies (9780470476376). While this version features a new Dummies cover
and design, the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new or
updated product. The latest information and tips on making housetraining easier for your pet and
yourself Did you know that what you feed your dog can effect help or hinder the housetraining
process? That's just one of the valuable tips you'll find in Housetraining For Dummies 2nd Edition,
the authoritative housetraining reference for new and veteran pet owners alike. This new edition
features plenty of new and revised material on everything from the latest housetraining equipment
to the latest information on diet and nutrition and the crucial role it plays in housetraining. You'll



also find useful tips and techniques for creating environmentally safe cleaners from natural products
found in the home and alternatives you can use if you have a sensitive pet. Features the latest
findings on how pet nutrition can influence housetraining success Offers proven housetraining
strategies Introduces new methods for housetraining multiple pets at once Reviews new
housetraining equipment and products Shows you how to make environmentally safe stain and odor
removers from products already in your home Susan McCullough is a columnist for Dog Fancy
magazine and the author of several books including Beagles For Dummies ;and the award-winning
Senior Dogs For Dummies Housetraining can be a difficult and stressful process for both you and
your puppy, adult, or senior dog. Housetraining For Dummies 2nd Edition is the resource you need
to make it faster and easier for both of you.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Newcomer's Guide to Ann Arbor & Washtenaw
County , 1989
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Small Animals , 1992
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Subject Guide to Books in Print , 1993
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Nutrition Abstracts and Reviews , 1993
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Orange Coast Magazine , 1988-05 Orange Coast
Magazine is the oldest continuously published lifestyle magazine in the region, bringing together
Orange County¹s most affluent coastal communities through smart, fun, and timely editorial content,
as well as compelling photographs and design. Each issue features an award-winning blend of
celebrity and newsmaker profiles, service journalism, and authoritative articles on dining, fashion,
home design, and travel. As Orange County¹s only paid subscription lifestyle magazine with
circulation figures guaranteed by the Audit Bureau of Circulation, Orange Coast is the definitive
guidebook into the county¹s luxe lifestyle.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Orange Coast Magazine , 1988-05 Orange Coast
Magazine is the oldest continuously published lifestyle magazine in the region, bringing together
Orange County¹s most affluent coastal communities through smart, fun, and timely editorial content,
as well as compelling photographs and design. Each issue features an award-winning blend of
celebrity and newsmaker profiles, service journalism, and authoritative articles on dining, fashion,
home design, and travel. As Orange County¹s only paid subscription lifestyle magazine with
circulation figures guaranteed by the Audit Bureau of Circulation, Orange Coast is the definitive
guidebook into the county¹s luxe lifestyle.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Big Kibble Shawn Buckley, Oscar Chavez,
2020-12-01 A big, inside look at the shocking lack of regulation within the pet food industry, and
how readers can dramatically improve the quality of their dogs’ lives through diet. What's really
going into commercial dog food? The answer is horrifying. Big Kibble is big business: $75 billion
globally. A handful of multi-national corporations dominate the industry and together own as many
as 80% of all brands. This comes as a surprise to most people, but what’s even more shocking is how
lax the regulations and guidelines are around these products. The guidelines—or lack thereof—for
pet food allow producers to include ever-cheaper ingredients, and create ever-larger earnings. For
example, “legal” ingredients in kibble include poultry feces, saw dust, expired food, and diseased
meat, among other horrors. Many vets still don’t know that kibble is not the best food for dogs
because Big Kibble funds the nutrition research. So far, these corporations have been able to cut
corners and still market and promote feed-grade food as if it were healthful and beneficial—until
now. Just as you are what you eat, so is your dog. Once you stop feeding your dog the junk that’s in
kibble or cans, you have taken the first steps to improving your dog’s health, behavior and
happiness. You know the unsavory side of Big Tobacco and Big Pharma. Now Shawn Buckley, Dr.
Oscar Chavez, and Wendy Paris explain all you need to know about unsavory Big Kibble—and offer a
brighter path forward for you and your pet.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: American Health , 1989
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Raw and Natural Nutrition for Dogs Lew Olson,
2010-09-07 ***The first guide to both raw feeding and healthy homecooked meals for dogs. In the



whirlwind of information about local, organic, and whole foods, it’s easy to forget that our canine
companions can also benefit from—and deserve—a more natural and nurturing diet. Preparing
Fido’s food at home may seem daunting, but it’s really not, says Lew Olson in Raw & Natural
Nutrition for Dogs. Olson discusses canine nutritional needs and explains the research on how
home-prepared foods, particularly raw foods, can meet pets’ needs better than commercial,
processed dog food. Step-by-step instructions and recipes make preparation easy. The book includes
charts with the recipes, instructions on keeping diets simple and balanced, guidelines on
preparation, suggestions for finding ingredients, and how much to feed a dog by body weight. There
are recipes for healthy adult dogs as well as guidelines for puppies, senior dogs, and dogs with
health conditions including pancreatitis, renal problems, gastric issues, allergies, heart disease, liver
disease, and cancer. Pet owners seeking to give their dogs a better coat, better skin, and healthier
teeth and gums, as well as longer lives and more stable temperaments, are sure to welcome this
book. From the Trade Paperback edition.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Veterinary Medicine , 1991
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Complete Dog Food Reference Guide M.
Roache, 2011-10-14 2011 - Nearly 1,500 dog foods in this newly updated 2nd edition. Now featuring
QR codes for smart phone integration and quick online access to all pet food manufacturer websites.
This is the complete reference guide that includes the nutritional information and ingredients to
nearly 1,500 different dry dog foods that are commonly sold in the United States. You will easily be
able to compare between several different dog foods and make the most educated choice for your
dog. Selecting your dog's pet food just might be the most important thing you do for your dog. Your
dog can't choose the food and depends entirely on you to make the right choice. Since your dog is
going to be eating the same food every day and every meal, make sure your selection is a good one.
Imagine if you had to choose a single meal to eat everyday for every meal. You might not do that well
on a fast-food diet - a much better choice would be a healthy and wholesome one. A high-quality dog
food that is appropriate for your dog's current life-stage can be the difference between a healthy dog
and one that requires frequent and expensive trips to the veterinarian for chronic nutrition-related
problems. Many animal health care professionals agree that the most common cause of skin and coat
problems (besides external parasites) can be attributed to food sensitivity reactions from poor
quality ingredients in commercial dog foods. The AAFCO (Association of American Feed Control
Officials) standards for a Complete and Balanced pet food are very basic and these Complete and
Balanced foods still may not be appropriate to feed your dog. This all depends on the ingredients -
grains verses meats. The most important way to evaluate a dog foods is to choose the ones with the
right ingredients. Understanding the ingredients can be very difficult. With this guide, not only will
you know exactly what is in your dog's food, but you will also understand what the ingredients are
and what they are doing for your dog's well-being. A dog food grading system is good and useful to
weed-out the poor quality foods so that you have an easier time choosing between the higher-quality
foods. The highest scoring dog food may not be the best-suited one for your dog. Each dog has basic
needs, but some may require specific formulations for optimal health. All of this can be very
confusing for dog owners. If a dog does well on a dog food with no secondary health problems, then
the food might be adequate for the dogs well-being and for the dog's current life-stage. Remember: a
dog's different life-stages require different nutritional formulations and a switch in foods may be
necessary a few times during your dog's lifespan. Switching diets can be hard on some dogs and can
cause digestive problems and diarrhea. Some owners automatically attribute these problems to the
new food, which may not be the case. To help reduce this problem, a mixture of the two foods can be
fed before completely switching. The health benefits from a new food may not be noticeable for 3-8
weeks.
  hills science diet dog food feeding chart: Index Veterinarius , 1987
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